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Dear editor:

On Monday evening, I
lost a one-of-a-kind pearl
necklace while walking
along Gate Street. After my
husband and I searched the
street on Tuesday morn-
ing, we reached out to local
restaurants and shops on
Queen Street asking for
help. I also spoke to a neigh-
bour who suggested contact-
ing the Tourist Information
Centre, as it often functions
as a “lost and found.”

I wrote to the local paper
explaining that the pearls
had been given to me by my
birth mother and held tre-
mendous sentimental value.

Meanwhile, Ron and Barb
Zimmerman of Lakeside
Pottery had found the neck-
lace while walking on Gate
Street Monday evening. Not
sure where to take it, Barb
thought to email the Tourist
Information Centre on Tues-
day morning to try to locate
the owner.

LETTER OF THE WEEK

Lost necklace saga shows NOTL spirit

Following my neighbour’s
advice, I stopped in at the
Tourist Information Centre
late Tuesday afternoon to
report it missing. I had bare-
ly begun telling my story
when I was told, “I know
who has your necklace.”

When Barb and I met,
it felt as though we were
instant friends.

Throughout the search,

I encountered remarkable
kindness from people at

the restaurant, grocery
store, Tourist Information
Centre and neighbours we
met along the way. The
experience left us with a
wonderful impression of the
Niagara-on-the-Lake com-
munity.

Most heroic of all, of
course, are the Zimmer-
mans, whose pottery is
soon to find its way into
our home as an enduring
reminder of their kindness.

Tammy Wiens
NOTL

Tammy Wiens, left, with Barb Zimmerman, who helped
reunite Wiens with a one-of-a-kind pearl necklace she lost
while walking on Gate Street. The pearls, a gift from Wiens'
birth mother, hold deep sentimental value. SUPPLIED

Real villain is the Ontario Land Tribunal

Dear editor:

We are heading into a
municipal election with the
pragmatic councillors being
vilified for being pro-devel-
opment and the pandering
councillors wanting to fight
any development proposal
that does not fit the town’s
secondary plan. Staff are
likewise vilified for sup-
porting most development
proposals when the propos-
als go before council for
final disposition.

I submit that the critics
of the pragmatic council-
lors and of the town staff
are identifying the wrong
villain. The real villain is
the Ontario Land Tribunal
which is stacked with pro-
development members.

The predecessor to the tri-
bunal, the Ontario Munici-

pal Board, goes back into
the 1930s. In its final years,
the municipal board allowed
90 per cent of appeals
brought by developers who
had been denied permission
by a local municipal council
to go forward with a pro-
posed development. Under
the tribunal, the success rate
for development appeals has
jumped to 97 per cent.

Budgets are set annually
by town council, which
includes provision for legal
services. Should council
fight every development
request, even though the
success rate for councils
defending their denial is
unlikely to succeed?

To give one example, the
legal fees to defend the de-
velopment proposal for the
Rand Estate cost the town in

excess of $3,000,000 (a sum
spread over a number of
financial years and was one
likely to support the town’s
denial).

In an era of complaints
about rising taxes, can we
really support giving finan-
cial support for cases that
the town is likely to lose?

The pragmatic five coun-
cillors and the town staff
realize that you have to pick
your battles spending tax
dollars for the few cases
where winning before the
tribunal is likely to succeed.

A number of years ago,
the town lost an appeal
relating to a local winery
before the Ontario Munici-
pal Board. The winery had
offered to settle after negoti-
ating certain concessions
with residents adjacent to

the winery. The town turned
the offer down.

In allowing the appeal, the
municipal board’s decision
indicated that it did not have
jurisdiction to include the
concessions. Thus, the local
residents were worse off.

One of the pandering
councillors who is running
again in the upcoming elec-
tion indicated that some-
times you have to fight on
principle. My response is,
“Use your own dime.”

So the question that all
who are seeking election
should be, “How much
are you prepared to spend
annually on legal fees and
how willing will you be to
fund lost causes before the
Ontario Land Tribunal?”

Ron Fritz
Queenston

We need rookie politicians to shake things up

Dear editor:

I hope I'm not the only
one put off by Mr. Slinger-
land’s dismissal of rookie
politicians (“NOTL voters
lay out priorities,” Sept. 10).

“Veteran councillors with
working relations” implies

an old boys’ club — a club
found in all levels of politics
and whose members I term
“elected addicts.”

What you know can, and
should be, more important
than who you know.

The power of ideas and

NIAGAR

ON THE
LAKE

MUSEUM

force of personality is
needed to break through
the stratification and cyni-
cism that can set in among
“veteran” politicians return-
ing to office time and time
again.

I disagree with Mr. Sling-

erland’s characterization
of political newcomers and
suggest that, if anything,
term limits in municipal
politics would be more
constructive.

George Herman

NOTL

LAST LECTURE OF THE YEAR

Niagara Agricultural Society 1890-1927
Presented by Tom Smith

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: WORDS FOR CITY FOLK

A Yinzer is a person from
this U.S. city located at the
EQPfWGPEG QH VJTQ

Last issue category: A STONE QUARRY

Clue: These "stones” used as ballast by ships
arriving in 18th c. Savannah were used to pave
charming and bumpy streets.

Answer: What are cobblestones?
#PUYGTGF , TUV D[ $QD 9JGCVNG]

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Rob Hutchison, Jeff Lake, Margaret Garaughty,
Nancy Rocca, Howard Jones, Gary Davis,

Jim Dandy, Donna Pearce, Wade Durling,

Hugh Lundy, Sheila Meloche, Ana Petrunic,
Lynda Collet

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

4'/'/1$'4 61 276 p9*#6 +5q (14
QUESTIONS!

V' 12#4&;

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at theirishharppub.com

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND OTHERS
In the Estate of

ALLAN JOHN KURI

All Persons having claims against the
Estate of ALLAN JOHN KURI,
late of Niagara-On The-Lake, ON,
deceased, who died on or about
August 10, 2026,
are hereby notified to send particulars
of the same to the undersigned on or
before October 1, 2026, after which date
the estate will be distributed,
with regard only to the claims of which the
undersigned shall then have
notice and the undersigned will not then be
liable to any person of whose claims they
shall not then have notice.

Dated at Thunder Bay, Ontario on the 3rd day of
September, 2026.
ANDREA ROSE OSALA-SCHAAF and KAARINA
LISE OSALA-SCHAAF, ESTATE TRUSTEES
c/o ERICKSONS LLP
ATTN: RYAN VENN
Barristers and Solicitors
291 South Court Street, Thunder Bay, ON P7B 2Y1

Thursday, September 17
7:30 pm at the Museum
$15 | $10 for Students | Free for Members

Visit our website to register!

905-468-3912 | notlmuseum.ca | 43 Castlereagh St. | Open daily 10 a.m. -5 p.m.
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Change Or SLALUS quo: Notes from the mayoral debate

Brian Marshall
Columnist

Monday evening there
was a full crowd of over
400 Niagara-on-the-Lake
residents gathered in
the Crossroads school’s
gym to listen as the three
candidates for lord mayor
responded to a series of
questions posed to them by
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Residents Association.

These questions were
drawn from the input of
residents to the association
and offered the opportu-
nity for each of the candi-
dates — Vaughn Goettler,
Andrea Kaiser and Erwin
Wiens — to provide voters
with a snapshot of how they
would approach the job of
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s lord
mayor.

From the onset of the
forum, there was one thing
that was crystal clear: two
of these candidates — Kai-
ser, with two terms on town
council and one term on

regional council, and Wiens,
with two terms on town

council (fulfilling the role of

deputy mayor in the second
term) — accepted their
perceived understanding
of the limitations imposed
by the status quo processes
of municipal government
while Goettler as the third
candidate, carries no bag-
gage vis-a-vis how it has
been done and is prepared
to envision how it could be
done better.

In short, we have two
candidates who, should they
become lord mayor, will
support and perpetuate the
current system and one can-
didate who is willing to take
what we’ve got and work
toward something different.

So, how important is
experience in municipal
politics?

Mr. Wiens claims that
municipal finance and
accounting is more com-
plicated than its corporate
equivalent and that regional
amalgamation remains an
immediate threat — both
requiring experience to en-
sure that, on the one hand,
good fiscal management is
maintained while, on the
other hand, the threat is
staved off.

Certainly the Ford gov-
ernment could resurrect
its amalgamation agenda
but one wonders: why they
would bother?

Andrea Kaiser and Erwin
Wiens accept the limitations
of municipal government,
while Vaughn Goettler
wants better, writes Brian
Marshall. PAIGE SEBURN

The provincial govern-
ment’s restructuring of the
regional council has effec-
tively delivered very similar
results to amalgamation by
placing voting control in the
hands of the three large city
mayors and bestowing the
equivalent of strong mayor
powers on an appointed
regional chair beholden to
Ford.

Further, it is a solution

with less political blowback,

since local councils remain
to give voters some level of
voice in their municipality.

As to the issue of munici-
pal finance complexity, one
is not more “complex” than
the other, however they do
follow different accounting
standards.

Government accounting
follows the Public Sector
Accounting Standards with
an intended focus on ac-
countability, transparency,
and compliance with public

budgets and laws.

Corporate accounting fol-
lows International Finan-
cial Reporting Standards
for publicly accountable
enterprises or Account-
ing Standards for Private
Enterprises and focuses on
measuring profit, financial
performance and return on
investment for shareholders
and investors.

Still, while the financial
reports are different, the
fundamental principles of
budgeting and measuring
income versus expenses
remain consistent and any-
one with a reasonable level
of financial management
experience can read and
understand both.

As a final note on this
front, Mark Carney seems
to have settled very com-
fortably into the role of
prime minister without ever
holding an elected office in
parliament.

Returning to a few of
the posed questions, when
asked to provide three cri-
teria for assessing develop-
ment applications, Kaiser
remarked that she would
follow comprehensive
zoning bylaws, consider
residents’ quality of life and
protection of agricultural
lands.

Wiens suggested that the
new official plan details
would be followed and
utilized to put “guard rails”

in place while focusing on
pushing development to
Glendale, since space in the
other settlements has largely
been exhausted.

Goettler’s number one
criteria would be assess-
ing whether the proposed
development “fit” within the
existing neighbourhood or
streetscape, then whether or
not the present infrastruc-
ture could handle it and
concluded with was it “best”
for residents.

The candidates were
asked how many hours per
week they were prepared to
put in to fulfil the duties of
lord mayor.

Wiens replied that it was
all about getting the job
done; something that could
not be captured by specify-
ing a certain number of
hours per week.

Goettler committed to “at
least” 40 hours per week but
also suggested to more if
that’s what was required.

Kaiser suggested that
she might commit 60 or 70
hours each week fulfilling
the role.

All the candidates ob-
served that collaboration
with council members and
staff would be extremely
important.

On the issue of transpar-
ency, Wiens claims that all
the information related to
town governance is cur-
rently published and openly

accessible.

Kaiser suggests that she
would hold more public
open houses to obtain voter
input on important issues
but failed to speak more
fully to general transpar-
ency.

Goettler had already
stated that his policy direc-
tion and decisions would be
driven by the input of resi-
dents however, he suggested
that clear communication
would be key to that under-
taking using the example of
regularly publishing a sim-
plified financial statement to
keep voters informed.

Speaking to strong mayor
powers, Goettler stated
that they were an affront to
democracy and he will not
use them. Wiens remarked
that the granted powers
were a “tool in the toolbox”
and had a place to be used
under certain circumstanc-
es. Kaiser, while suggesting
she was uncomfortable with
them, did not rule out their
use.

As to the other questions
and answers, you will be
able to find them on the
NOLTRA website shortly
and I strongly recommend
you access them.

Be informed, make your
decision and vote.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on design,
restoration and heritage.

Darcy Price CPA
Professional
Corporation

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil

905-468-5300

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

*Accounting *Canadian-U.S. Taxation *Business Services

Narnren

RENOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

HUSTLER
905-468-9735

Marformance

SALES & SERVICE

Loewen’s Fencing & Decks / Repalrs

Mg MinsEs

« Post hole service
Dump service
Concrete pads
Driveways

‘4'”:!
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Call Peter 289- 696 3509

Hear conversations, laughter,

and life

again.

Book a FREE hearing test
905-468-9176

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil, ON LOS ITO

amplifon.ca

. ° Hearing Care
amplifon .-

(@®

YOUR AD HERE!
Contact us today at
advertising@niagaranow.com

Contact Us to Book an Assessment
& 905-692-5690

Your Home. Your Comfort. Q/ou/z, gndep

= info@diamond-contracting.ca
% www.diamond-contracting.ca

v

DIAMOND

CONTRACTING

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

A
\\@//

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE,
222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

/@) GRACE UNITED
¢/  CHURCH

ONTARIO

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 203" anniversary | 1823-2026
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Rick Hansen showed us
how much is possible

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

This is definitely not a
competition with Terry Fox
and the Marathon of Hope.
Just a weekly Rambling that
will hopefully remind us
of an epic Canadian event
from the 1980s.

Rick Hansen had been
paralyzed in a car crash
when he was only 15 years
old. The years have gone by,
and if he had been bilingual
English/French, he just
might have been the Gov-
ernor General of Canada.
What a life to reflect upon.

His Man in Motion World
Tour took him to 34 coun-
tries, travelling over 40,075
kilometres on his wheel-
chair. He wheeled some
eight hours each day, about
85 kilometres.

Two years and one day
start to finish, and the 40th
anniversary is this year.
Now, a new documentary
film about his life, “Man in
Motion: The Rick Hansen
Story,” is out, making its
debut at the Toronto Inter-
national Film Festival.

Rick was the founder of
the Rick Hansen Founda-
tion, after being galvanized
by his British Columbia pal
Terry Fox. To summarize,
his goal has been to elimi-
nate accessibility barriers
and transform the public
perception of people with

Rick Hansen. SOURCED

disabilities. For one living
proof of the result, just look
at several store fronts on
Queen Street in downtown
NOTL, and their stop-gap
access ramps.

Now, I ask you to take
an impossibly big step out
of your comfort zones, and
imagine living life without
being able to walk normally
and navigate stairs. It’s im-
possible, but just try think
about it.

Let’s narrow this imagi-
nation exercise down to
the NEOB Lavender shop.
They designed their store
with sufficient floor space to
accommodate shoppers in
wheelchairs, or using canes,
walkers or other mobility
devices. At many other lo-
cal shops, people with dis-
abilities must wait outside,
in all types of weather.

This rambling is not
meant to be pedantic, and I
simply hope we will be en-
couraged to open our eyes a
bit wider, and imagine life
without full mobility. As
the song says, “Imagine.”

Going for a walk down-
town, or to a concert
or restaurant?. Are the
washrooms, a.k.a. toilets,
accessible? Are there stairs
or other challenges?

Just think of the plan-
ning that folks with special
needs must do, and join me
in being shut out of many
activities due to limited
bladder capacity. Well, isn’t
this just an off-the-wall

Ross’s Rambling?

I will now attempt to
localize and personalilze
this story about the Man in
Motion, Rick Hansen. How
lucky was I to spend just
over a week with him at
the Honolulu Marathon in
December 1986.

Due to fortuitous cir-
cumstances and our mutual
friend, Canadian Wheel-
chair Marathon champion
Mel Fitzgergerald from
Newfoundland, Rick
became part of our group.
Great fun, and even way
back then, Rick was a com-
mitted, driven person.

Wow, I am rambling out
of control this week. I will
finish up soon.

Later that year, the Man
in Motion World Tour came
through St. Catharines. A
few running friends and
I worked with his team
to organize his Niagara
Peninsula logistics. I clearly
remember his 30-minute
stop in front of city hall on
Church Street and how he
enthusiastically handled
then-mayor Joe McCaffery.
Then, wheeling along Glen-
ridge Avenue and past my
old high school, Sir Winston
Churchill.

The excitement, Rick’s
focus and friendliness and
endurance. And the num-
ber of cheques (remember
those things?) and the total
amount of donations we
counted up during our lunch
stop at the Pen Centre.

The stop-gap ramps have
made a difference here
in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Please, dear readers, let us
encourage our town, our
very pretty corner of the
world, to do more in the
area of accessibility.

Just imagine.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Royal George rebuild investments

aringing endorsement of NO'TL

X

Wayne Gates
Special to The Lake Report

On Thursday, Sept. 10,
the federal government an-
nounced they are investing
$25 million into rebuilding
the Royal George Theatre.
That is on top of the $35 mil-
lion the provincial govern-
ment announced a year ago.

Securing funding for
this rebuild has been a
top priority for me and for
community members who
understand the value of the
Royal George Theatre, and
I can tell you that this new
funding shows how strong
our community is when we
come together.

The Shaw brings about
350,000 people to its shows
annually, generating almost
$300 million for our com-
munity. For every dollar
spent on a ticket, about $7
is spent at local businesses
like our wineries, shops,
hotels and more. The Shaw
is important, and both
the provincial and federal
governments recognize
the value in investing in
the Royal George rebuild,
which will make it a world-
class theatre.

Niagara-on-the-Lake is
a special place that is long
overdue for the significant
investment that we deserve.
Niagara-on-the-Lake has
unmatched natural beauty,
grape and tender fruit
agriculture, arts, culture and
heritage.

That means our hard work
and advocacy for the Shaw
is paying off.

Politicians, donors and Shaw executives are all smiles after

|
-
L

L

announcing a $25 million investment from the federal
government and a $10 million donation. PAIGE SEBURN

We have to be clear with
every level of government
— arts and culture are im-
portant and they need gov-
ernment support to thrive.
Arts, culture and heritage
bring people to Niagara-on-
the-Lake, but that doesn’t
happen by accident.

That’s why I've worked
with officials at every level
of government and across
party lines. That’s what it
takes to get investment in
our communities.

This rebuild project will
create 850 jobs and increase
local economic activity in
Niagara by $80 million per
year. This funding is going
to help sustain our local
economy and businesses in
the coming years.

As a community, we also
need to acknowledge Tim
Jennings and his incredible
crew of 600 people. They
are the people who make
the Shaw Festival and the
Royal George Theatre what
they are.

I’ve had the pleasure of
working with Tim and his
team to promote the Shaw
and Niagara-on-the-Lake
to the provincial govern-
ment. None of this would be
possible without their hard
work and dedication.

We have to be deliberate
about funding the arts. The
same goes for protecting
our natural environment and

historical legacy. That’s why
I’ve advocated for funding
for the Royal George rebuild
and fought to stop the devel-
opment on the Greenbelt. On
both counts, our community
has succeeded because we
spoke with one voice.

It’s not just about sup-
porting the arts — it’s about
upholding the character of
our community while we
help support local industry.
Niagara-on-the-Lake has
rich local history, incredible
natural beauty, and a robust
local economy that is get-
ting stronger every day.

We must keep protect-
ing the elements that make
our community great. |
will always be vocal in my
support for Niagara-on-the-
Lake and our local arts and
tourism sector.

These funding announce-
ments show us that our hard
work has put Niagara-on-
the-Lake on the map. This
critical funding only comes
as a result of working
collaboratively with com-
munity members and local
organizations to show deci-
sion makers that Niagara-
on-the-Lake is a worthwhile
investment. This is a ringing
endorsement of Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

Wayne Gates is the mem-
ber of provincial parlia-
ment for the Niagara Falls
riding.

Election needs a historic turnout to restore civic accountability

Dear editor:

There is a clear, historical
pattern in Niagara-on-the-
Lake: when residents are
satisfied with the town’s
direction, voter turnout
drops. Unfortunately, when
we become complacent, we
pay a heavy price. Trac-
ing our recent municipal
timeline reveals exactly how
we arrived at our current
situation.

In 2018, the community
experienced a collective
wake-up call. Disappointed
with a lack of transpar-
ency and a perception of
backroom politics, residents
turned out in historic num-

bers. A robust 58 per cent
voter turnout (8,304 ballots
cast) swept in a new council
led by Betty Disero.

This ushered in the
“comfortable pew” era from
2018 to 2022. Under that
leadership, municipal affairs
ran smoothly, residents felt
protected from out-of-scale
development and general sat-
isfaction was high. However,
security bred complacency.

Believing our town’s char-
acter was secure, more than
half of the electorate sat out
the 2022 municipal election.
Turnout plummeted to un-
der 48 per cent (only 7,644
ballots cast). This drop-off

allowed a specific, tightly
aligned group of politicians
to take complete control of
town chambers.

Between 2024 and 2026,
we saw a distinct return to
secrecy and block voting,
effectively shutting out pub-
lic input while greenlighting
rapid developments. Here is
just a few of what this low
turnout cost us:

Soaring property taxes:
Residents faced a massive
6.75 per cent town property
tax increase in 2024, im-
mediately following an 8.39
per cent hike in 2023, driven
primarily by internal hiring
and expanding payrolls.

The $1-million closed-
door settlement: Council
signed off on a $1,000,000
legal settlement to developer
Rainer Hummel behind
closed doors to resolve
municipal blunders, without
an open court ever ordering
that price.

The Heritage Trail right-
of-way: Council secretly
voted to hand over a right-
of-way to a private mega-
developer directly across
the Upper Canada Heritage
Trail — a space residents
spent their own money and
volunteer hours restoring.
Council only relented after
furious public outcry.

The administrative gag
order: Strict directives were
issued to block staff from
answering public informa-
tion requests from any
resident suspected of using
municipal data for critical
commentary or advocacy.

Now, we are fully im-
mersed in the 2026 election
cycle, and the comfortable
pew has been completely
smashed. The soaring taxes,
corporate-style gag orders
and aggressive development
approvals have proven that
we cannot afford to stay
home.

We do not just need a
casual showing at the polls

this year; we need a historic
turnout to restore civic ac-
countability. NOTL requires
leadership that is strictly
detached from legacy deci-
sions, completely indepen-
dent of corporate conflicts
and fully committed to
protecting tax dollars and
infrastructure.
I urge every resident
to attend the upcoming
candidate debates across
our local villages and bring
tough questions. It is time to
leave complacency behind
and vote for a full-time,
independent council.
Judith Barnes
NOTL
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SAVING UP TO $200,000
ON A NEW HOME TODAY
MEANS MORE FAMILIES IN
MORE HOMES TOMORROW

Learn how you can save up to
$200,000 on a new home
ontario.ca/MoreHomesFaster

Ontario @

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

We need bold, new ideas
to keep NOTL livable

Dear editor:

“It’s Disneyland minus
the admission fee out here”
my friend mutters as we
return from our morning
walk, dodging both tourists
and cars streaming into Old
Town.

She’s not wrong. Every
time a tourist drives on
town roads, uses a park or
public washroom, leaves
garbage in a bin, brings a
child to the wading pool,
admires the flowers on
Queen Street or books an
unhosted short-term rental,
there is a cost associated
with the action — because
town staff are behind the
scenes, ensuring that these
services are carried out
in a well-ordered and tidy
fashion.

Tourism provides a huge
economic benefit for this
town (over $421 million
in annual revenue from
domestic tourists, accord-
ing to the Town of NOTL’s
website), but as a resident,
there is a pressing need to
focus on both maintaining
and updating our infra-
structure, implementing
climate adaptation strategies
and providing services to a
growing population.

New sources of funding
must be identified to pay
for these items. Ask anyone
who lives here — there is no
appetite for tax increases.
So, where will the money
come from?

I searched the town web-
site after the latest round
of flooding, and read the
climate strategy document
titled “Niagara-on-the-Lake
Climate Change Adaption
Plan” (2022). “Appendix
E — Impementation Sched-
ule” of the report was where
the rubber hit the road, but
unfortunately, many of the
actions listed mention lack
of funding and/or lack of
resources as impediments.

My understanding is that
only six of the 27 climate
change adaptation initia-
tives have been completed
so far (according to a town
report from Feb. 26), and
there is no recommended
“Green Team” that has been
created.

This is disheartening —
if our basic infrastructure
is overwhelmed during
climate events (which seem
to happening on a more
regular basis), how does
Niagara-on-the-Lake re-
main a viable place to live,
never mind a desirable place
to visit?

It is now time to change
the “Disneyland minus the
admission fee” paradigm.

Thousands of visitors descend onto Queen Street every

summer during tourist season. Ruth Denyer says the
town'’s missing an opportunity to make more money from
this flow of traffic — such as implementing paid parking
for every street within walking distance of the downtown
core — and put it toward what locals need. FILE

Sixteen-thousand tourists
descended on the Peach
Festival this year, and there
are 3.5 million tourist
visits annually. During high
season, cars are parked up
and down the streets of Old
Town, and many of these
spots are not metered.

We are missing an oppor-
tunity — what if we made
every street within walkable
distance of the downtown-
core paid parking for tour-
ists? At least for the high
season.

And what if we took the
parking money, along with
other initiatives, such as
charging commercial taxes
on unhosted short-term
rentals, and put any savings
towards the implementation
of the action items from the
serving the needs of our
residents?

Yes, someone will always
find a reason why any of
these suggestions for new
sources of funding won’t
work, but let’s put on our
thinking caps, come up with
new ideas and act boldly.

Could we implement a
system of staff parking
permits for downtown busi-
nesses? Or a certain number
of guest passes for those
looking to host a gathering
or have maintenance done
on their house and who live
within the downtown core?
What do they do now?

If you live downtown,
tourists take up the free
spots already — maybe
these residents would be
better off with a permitting
system. Perhaps a satellite
parking system where visitor
parking spots in town are
“creme de la creme” expen-
sive, and cheaper parking is
available on the outskirts of
town with a shuttle dropping
off our visitors in Old Town
or at wineries.

Maybe this strategy
would attract the elusive
“quality tourist” that we
keep hoping to court. Surely
there must be some sort of
solution we can work out.

Parking fees are lucra-
tive and generate many

dollars with little upfront
investment (that is, if the
choice is made to forego
the proposed $19-million
parking garage on the old
hospital site — indeed,
parking must be very
lucrative if it can generate
the funds to pay off that
kind of investment), and by
increasing the number of
paid spaces, we should be
able to generate a substan-
tial amount of cash.

And to those who say that
any new fees will keep tour-
ists from visiting, I invite
you to look at a place close
to home and see how they
did it: Crystal Beach, Ont.

Tourists pay an admission
fee to enter the beach dur-
ing peak hours — the beach
is at capacity most of the
summer. Fort Erie realized
there was a cost to tourism
and implemented fees to
pay for it. We need to do
likewise.

The time has come to put
the needs of the residents
first. We need some fresh
ideas on the topic of how
we will pay for both infra-
structure replacement and
maintenance, services for
a growing population and,
most importantly, to imple-
ment the measures recom-
mended in the town’s own
climate change report.

Given my choice, the pri-
ority must be on adopting
climate adaption and miti-
gation strategies first. We
know that climate change
isn’t just coming — it’s here
and it’s now baked into the
system.

The “super” El Nifo
building power this fall
is promising to turn the
summer of 2027 into one of
the hottest ever, with both
record droughts and flood-
ing possible.

This is an election year:
ask your candidate what
ideas they have for new
sources of funding so
Niagara-on-the-Lake can
continue to be a viable place
to live — and visit.

Ruth Denyer
NOTL
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Niagara Symphony
/Orchéstra ‘

NSO returns to St. Mark’s church for
spectacular concertand garden party

Some experiences are too special to
happen only once.

Following last season’s sold-out
Garden Party, the Niagara Symphony
Orchestra is returning to the heart
of Niagara-on-the-Lake for another
unforgettable celebration of music,
community and charm.

On Friday, Oct. 2,2026, at 5:30
p.m., the NSO will once again trans-
form the beautiful St. Mark’s Church,
41 Byron St., into a destination for
music lovers with “Mozart & Mys-
tique — Concert and Garden Party at
St. Mark’s.”

The evening begins with a captivat-
ing orchestral performance featur-
ing some of Mozart’s most beloved
masterpieces alongside the evocative
contemporary voice of Canadian
composer Kevin Lau. Under the direc-
tion of NSO music director Bradley
Thachuk, audiences will embark on a
musical journey filled with elegance,
wonder and emotional depth.

The program opens with Mozart’s
sparkling Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, a
work brimming with grace and time-
less charm. Acclaimed Canadian obo-
ist Ari Cohen Mann then takes centre
stage in Kevin Lau’s atmospheric
Prayer in a Green Cathedral, a work
inspired by the majesty and tranquil-
ity of the natural world. The evening
concludes with Mozart’s dramatic and
unforgettable Symphony No. 40, one
of classical music’s most passionate
and enduring masterpieces.

And that’s only part of the experience.

Following the concert, guests will
gather on the picturesque grounds
of St. Mark’s for an elegant garden

soirée featuring wine, food, live
music and the opportunity to mingle

with NSO musicians and fellow music

lovers. Set against the historic beauty
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, the celebra-
tion offers a uniquely intimate way to
experience the orchestra beyond the
concert hall.

A featured highlight of the evening
is oboist Ari Cohen Mann, one of
Canada’s most compelling young
artists. Renowned for their expres-
sive musicianship and lyrical artistry,
Mann brings warmth and brilliance
to every performance, making their
appearance at St. Mark’s an event not
to be missed.

“This is the kind of event that
reminds us why live music matters,”
says NSO music director Bradley
Thachuk. “It’s about bringing people
together, sharing extraordinary music
and celebrating the beauty of our
community.”

One evening. Countless memories.
Experience the magic of the Niagara
Symphony Orchestra.

Tickets are $150 and limited in
availability. This special event is not
included in NSO subscription pack-
ages, making it one of the season’s
most exclusive experiences.

So gather your friends, raise a glass
of Niagara wine and join us for an
evening where music, conversation
and the timeless charm of Niagara-
on-the-Lake come together in perfect
harmony.

Because on Oct. 2, it’s not just a
concert — it’s an experience.

Reserve your seat today at niagara-
symphony.com.

NPt

Canadian oboist Ari Cohen Mann will be featured during the Niagara Symphony Orchestra’s “Mozart
& Mystique” concert and garden party at St. Mark’s Church on Oct. 2. Known for their expressive
style and lyrical performances, Mann will perform Kevin Lau’s Prayer in a Green Cathedral. SUPPLIED

_ R'eg'.g.!;ar Tickets
' $150 )

Niagara-on-the-Lake

Special Event! asymphony.com to

regular tickets

Friday, October 2
5:30 PM
St. Mark's Church

Includes:

~ Two VIP Garden Party tigke
reserved seating at the fie
the church, food and bever

+ Recognition in the concert
program.
v $500 charitable tax receipt. |\

For VIP tickets, visit
niagarasymphony.com or email X
terry(@niagarasymphony.com he

Followed by a
Garden Party and
LIVE Auction
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[astissue’s answers

Across

A ) Crossword Puzzle
10. Moor (3,2)

11. Space surrounding an altar (7)
12. Quickly (7)

13. Runner (9)

14. Cougar (4)

18. Distinct sort or kind (7)

20. Surgical knife (7)

21. A great deal (4)

22. Herald (9)

26. Hedge (7)

28. Books of maps (7)

29. Young hooter (5)

30. Abbreviated (9) 16
Down
1. Decree (5) 18
2. Executives (10)

3. Biting (9)

4 Fiddle (6)

5. Old liners (8)

6. The Roman Empire’s home country (5)
7. Large mass of floating ice (4)

8. As thumbs are (9)
15. Disagreeable (10)
16. Psalter (5,4)

17. Moon (9)

19. Astonishment (8)
23. Lea (6)

24. Threescore (5)
25. Stage whisper (5)
27. Depend (4)

6

10

11

|

Total Finished: E, Bedrooms: 2 g Cooling:
— 1,651 sq. ft. = Central Air

‘@7 Bathrooms: 3 Heating:
Taxes (2025) Forced Air,

1 $l,198,000 $6,880.00 Parking Spaces: 4 Gas

GOLF =

REAL ESTATE

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.

905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com « www.GolfiTeam.com

tConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.
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EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Check out this 19th-century Queenston estate and learn about the School of Restoration
Arts at its open house on Saturday. FILE/DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Willowbank to celebrate
20th anniversary Saturday

Dr. Kahkewaquonaby

Kahkewaquonaby (Dr. Peter Edmund Jones) is believed to have been the first licensed
First Nations doctor in British North America. He earned his medical degree from
Queen’s University in 1866 and went on to practise medicine in Brantford, right here in
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and eventually New York City. Later in life, Jones became chief
of the Mississaugas of the New Credit and advocated for First Nations rights. His let-
ters and political work show him pushing for greater control over First Nations affairs
and the protection of Indigenous rights. There is an unexpected connection to Canada’s
history of residential schools in his family story. His father, who was a Methodist
minister, raised funds in England to help build a school for Indigenous people that later
became one of the first residential schools in Canada. Dr. Jones achieved something
remarkable in becoming a doctor at a time when few Indigenous people had access to
higher education. In the generations that followed, residential schools denied countless
Indigenous children the education and opportunities that Jones had been able to pursue.

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Once home to promi-
nent Upper Canada couple
Alexander Hamilton and
his wife, Hannah Jarvis, the
Willowbank School of Res-
toration Arts has had many
lives since the structure was
built in 1834.

Twenty years ago, the
Queenston heritage property
began its newest journey as
a place for students to learn

about heritage preservation
and the restoration of build-
ings and heritage sites.

To celebrate its 20th an-
niversary, Willowbank will
host a free community event
Saturday, Sept. 19, from
1to 5 p.m. The event will
feature heritage demonstra-
tions, an artisan market,
activities for children
and tours of the school’s
Indigenous Love Garden,
where sacred medicines —
tobacco, cedar, sage and
sweetgrass — are grown.

From 6 to 9 p.m., the
Woodshed Orchestra will
perform a ticketed mixed-
genre set. Tickets cost $20.

Proceeds from the
celebration will go toward
the school’s restoration of
the historic manor house,
allowing safe access to the
third floor.

Willowbank is looking
to raise up to $193,000 for
the project, an amount that
Parks Canada has pledged
to match.

juliasacco@niagaranow.com

Helping seniors
find joy, purpose
and connection

Emerging research - and the lived experience of
older adults themselves - points to a powertul
truth: the later chapters of life are not defined by
limitation or preservation, but by possibility.

Join us at The Shaw for a wide variety of Positive
Aging programming this fall.

Improv for Nimble Minds
Fall Sessions: Sept 30| 0ct 7,14, 21

Improve your cognitive agility and stay present in the moment with
this fun and engaging class. Participants will explore the art of
improvisational theatre and strengthen their brains. $10 per class.

Zest, Zing & Oomph! A Scene Study
Sept 30| 0ct7,14,21,28 | Nov 4,11, 18

The scene study experience offers a wonderful opportunity to stay
mentally active, connect with others and express oneself, fostering
joy, creativity and a sense of fulfilment on the stage and in this
stage of life. The workshop will culminate in an invited presentation
on November 18. $160.

Plus, so much more. To discover more about Positive Aging experiences visit
shawfest.com/positiveaging or email education@shawfest.com

Actors’ Secrets Revealed
Session 1: Oct 1, 8, 15, 22 | Session 2: Nov 5, 12,19, 26

Join us for this series where actors reveal how they learn all those lines.
Memorization is a healthy way to exercise your brain. Each session takes
you through the techniques that actors at The Shaw use in their daily
practice to prepare. You'll have friends asking, “How do you learn all
those lines?” Strengthen your brain and boost your confidence. Perfect
for theatre lovers, lifelong learners and anyone who is aiming to support
their cognitive health. $40 per session.

Confi-Dance!
Oct 2,9,16,23 | Nov 6,13, 20, 27

This progressive four-week session is a playful intro to the basics of
different dance forms that you have seen on the Festival stage. Build
physical strength and improve your balance through technique and even
a bit of choreography! $10 per class.

Age-Friendly Nature Walk - Older Adults
October 10

Healthy for the mind and the body! Led by conservationist Owen
Bjorgan, this immersive walk invites participants to explore the beauty
of Paradise Grove’s historic oak canopy and the Niagara River. $10.

Age-Friendly Nature Walk -
Intergenerational
October 17

A special opportunity for older adults to bring young adventurers on an
expedition through Paradise Grove, led by conservationist Owen Bjorgan.
Adventurers will be provided with a magnifying glass and scavenger hunt
to spark curiosity and connection across generations. $10.

SHAW

Niagara-on-the-Lake
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Rotary Sunset Cocktail Party!

Join us for an unforgettable evening of elegance celebrating Niagara's
finest food & wine. Set against the backdrop of a stunning private
|akefront property, this magical outdoor event promises to be the

party of the year. Sip, savour, and sway as the sun sets in style.

SEPTEMBER 21ST | 6:30 - 9:30 PM
233 NIAGARA BLVD.

- Local Gourmet Food Stations
« Fine Wine, Craft Beer & Signature Cocktail Bar
« Live Music & Dancing

Dress toimpress & come ready to mix, mingle
& dance the night away under the stars!

Limited tickets | Ticket Price - $160
$60 tax receipt available

Funds raised will benefit Rotary Community & International Projects.

Cocktail Attire. Rain or shine event.
Large tent and covered areas.

Tickets at: tinyurl.com/ykzvfude

Royal Oak

Community Schaal

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Join us for a day of golf in support of
Royal Oak Community School!

ASK ABOUT CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

RSVP TODAY:

ADMIN@ROYALOAKSCHOOL.CA

Obituaries

Anne Enns

ENNS, Anne Marie —

Anne Marie Enns passed
away on Sept. 8 at her
home at Pleasant Manor at
the age of 91.

Anne Marie was born
on July 4, 1935 in Deutsch
Kasun (Poland) and
immigrated to Niagara-
on-the-Lake in 1950 after
the upheaval of the second
world war. She married
Jake Enns on Jan. 23, 1954.

Anne Marie’s life revolved around her family and her
church community. She was the ultimate hostess and
was always cooking and baking. The parties she and
Jake hosted were legendary. Her greatest joy was making
Monday night dinners for her family, which she did for
over 25 years.

She was active in the Women in Service and was in
charge of the kitchen at the church. She was elected as the
first female church council chairperson. She served as a
liaison to the Pleasant Manor Board for many years.

In 1971 she and Jake opened Enns Battery and Tire.
Although she had no formal training, she learned to
do the bookkeeping and was the driving force behind
the success of that business. In their retirement she and
Jake enjoyed winters in Florida and summers up north.
She also spent a lot of time in her beautiful gardens
which gave her great satisfaction. She accepted her
failing health with strength and grace and leaves us with
cherished memories to treasure.

She is predeceased by her beloved husband Jake (2012).
Dear mother of Victor (Joyce) Enns, Rudy (Dorothea
Wiens) Enns, Rita (George) Pauls, and Karen Enns.
Cherished grandmother of Megan (Don) Robinson, Robin
(Ron Visser) Enns, Mark (Cheryl Hando) Enns, Emily
(Kyle Van Ginneken) Enns, Jeremy (Katherine) Enns,
Julieanne (Stephanie Domanico) Enns, Kyle (Juliana) Pauls
and Kristen Pauls. Great grandmother of Nathaniel, Grace,
Isla, Gemma, Spirit, Arthur, Phoebe, Darin and Liam.

The Funeral Service took place on Friday, Sept. 11 at 11
a.m. at Niagara United Mennonite Church (1775 Niagara
Stone Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake) Visitation began at
10 a.m. and luncheon followed the service. Interment
took place at Niagara Lakeshore Cemetery. Memorial
donations to Radiant Care Pleasant Manor would be
appreciated by the family.

Brian Boucher

BOUCHER, Brian Gene

Brian Gene Boucher
passed away on August
19, 2026, at 70. Raised
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Brian was a husband,
father, aviator, firefighter
and educator. During his
29-year career with Air
Canada and aviation work
around the world, he shared

his knowledge and experience. He loved hockey, his pets,
working with his hands and the French River cottage he
built. Brian is survived by his wife of 40 years, Jean; his
daughter, Mallory, and her partner, John-Daniel; and his

siblings, Mark and Rita.

Celebrate Brian’s life Sept. 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. at Fire
Station 4, 5 Dumfries St., Queenston.

Ann Meuris

MEURIS, Ann Emily —

The Meuris family sadly
announces the quiet &
peaceful passing of Ann
Meuris (Née Ujvari) on
Sept 9th, 2026.

She is predeceased by her
proud Hungarian parents,
Béla & Roza Ujvari.

Loving wife and travel
companion to John for 46
years. Mother to Jeremy

(Jess) Meuris and Jessica (Nick) Everets. Older sister
to Diana (John) Uyen. Beloved “Ada” (grandmother) to

Jaclyne & Ally Everets.

Ann was small in stature but big in personality. She
will be incredibly missed and her absence leaves an
unfathomable hole in the lives of all those who knew and

loved her.

Condolences may be left at: www.circleoflifecbc.com

For obituary and memorial inquiries,

please contact megan@niagaranow.com.

Polo takes over Commons for a day of fundraising and fun

Continued from Front Page

“It allows us to have a
fundraiser that supports the
museum and everything it
does, using history at the
core,” she said.

Kim Tsoi, a player on
the VRG Capital team,
was named Most Valuable
Player after the first match.

Tsoi, an orthopedic
oncologist in Toronto,
began playing polo about
10 years ago. This year
marked her first Niagara
Polo appearance.

“It was an amazing
event,” she told The Lake
Report. “It’s a really nice
way to showcase the sport
that we all really love to
play.”

For Tsoi, polo comple-
ments her work as a surgeon
and provides a way to
relieve stress.

“It makes me better at my
job to be honest, just to step
away and spend that time
with the horses,” she said.

Tsoi said people love
polo for a number of

The Yoxall family shows up in style to the NOTL polo jamboree:
adorned in their best late-summer attire and rocking their fanciest
hats, they take in the scenery at the Commons in this vintage ride
(featured in the event’s car show). DAVE VAN DE LAAR

PHOTO
GALLERY

See more pictures
at niagaranow.com

ing feeling,” she said.

For some guests, the polo
match was an opportunity
to dress the part.

Mandi Gould, the Shaw
Festival’s associate of cor-

reasons, but part of what
makes the sport special is
the relationship between
player and horse.

“Having that partnership
with an animal is an amaz-

porate sponsorships, came
dressed in red and white
vintage wear.

“Every day is Canada
Day,” Gould told The Lake
Report.

Her outfit consisted of
vintage reproduction pieces
and a hat from Beau Cha-
peau on Queen Street.

Gould told The Lake
Report she regularly dresses
in vintage clothing, but put
together a unique outfit for
the occasion.

The polo match featured
a best hat contest, which
encouraged attendees to get
creative with their head-
pieces.

Tracy Scott travelled to
NOTL from Vancouver for
the match and brought eye-
catching headwear with her.

The hat consisted of a
headband decorated with
real peacock feathers, which

Scott attached herself.

“My daughter works at an
alpaca farm rescue so she
gave me those,” she said.

Scott said she was able to
put the piece together the
day before.

Ann Jaanus of Stevens-
ville said the secret to her
floral hat was an expert use
of zip ties.

Jaanus used a Dollarama
Halloween hat as the base,
weaving different Dol-
larama flowers and garland
through it.

“Go big or go home,” she
said.

Whether attendees came
to watch the game, admire
the historic fashions or
enjoy the halftime enter-
tainment, all funds raised
went toward the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Museum’s
operations.

juliasacco@niagaranow.com
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CALL ANGELIKA =

CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394
Y FREE HOME EVALUATION W

We are thrilled with the seamless process
that Angelika Zammit executed on our
behalf with regard to the sale of our house
in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Angelika's
professionalism and deep knowledge of the
real estate market in Niagara consistently
impressed us, as did her exceptional
attention to detail when it came to staging,
photography, marketing, home
presentation, and, most importantly, her
business outreach, which benefited us
beyond our expectations. It is, therefore,
with great pleasure that we recommend
Angelika to anyone who is looking for a
competent and capable real estate agent
that sincerely cares about her clients in the
Niagara market! - Irene & V. Z

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD
TOP RATED AGENT IN
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!"
Cornerstone  Qlistglobally  ::323 orewe egiona

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKETEAM
Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS** LUXURY REAL ESTATE

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024
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We chose Greg
because we hated
him the least.

- Review - John & Tracy, NOTL

GREG SYKES

SALESPERSON

RE/MAX

we

FREE HOME EVALUATION ‘™% 905.329.3484



