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There’s no better sound than children’s laughter

For families facing childhood
illness, a moment of play can
mean so much more than fun

SPONSORED
The Lake Report

When a child is facing
a serious illness, family
life can quickly become
centred around hospital
appointments, treatments
and uncertainty. For their
brothers and sisters, child-
hood can feel like it has
been put on pause, too.

At Ronald McDonald
House South Central
Ontario (RMH SCO),
families call our House
home while their child
receives the medical care
they need. While parents
focus on treatment, we be-
lieve something important
should remain: the chance
for kids to laugh, play and
simply be kids.

For five-year-old Seth
Heikoop, play created a
moment his family will
never forget.

Seth is being treated for
leukemia, and his family—
including mom, dad, brother
and sister—have stayed at
RMH SCO 103 nights and
counting. His dad describes
Seth as a child who had
become understandably
serious during his treatment.
“Seth was a pretty seri-
ous little boy, smiles were
seldom and he didn’t laugh
at all,” he shared.

Then, one day, Seth was
playing with his siblings
at RMH SCO.

“He gave an all-out
laugh—balm to an aching
parent’s heart.”

That is the power of
play.

For a child facing ill-
ness, play can offer a
moment of freedom from
treatment. For a sibling,
it can mean being a kid
alongside their brother or
sister. And for a parent,
sometimes a child’s laugh-
ter is a reminder that un-
derneath the worry, their
child is still just a kid.

Today, there is some-
thing missing from our
House: a dedicated out-

door playground.

Thanks to a transfor-
mational lead gift, RMH
SCO has launched Lind-
say’s Loves Playground,

a new outdoor play space
where children and fami-
lies can step away from
the hospital environment
and into imagination,
movement and joy.

Named in honour of
Lindsay (Sgro) Bridge,
the playground will be
the first dedicated out-
door play space at RMH
SCO—a lasting legacy de-
signed to bring moments
like Seth’s to hundreds of
children and families each
year.

The need is real — and
it hits close to home.
Roughly half of the
families who stay at RMH
SCO come from com-
munities across Niagara.
Every year, hundreds of
children stay at the House,
including both pediatric
patients and their siblings.

A playground cannot
change what brought a
family to RMH SCO. But
it can change what hap-
pens in between.

It can give siblings a
place to play together.

A child recovering from
treatment a chance to

feel the wind on their
face. Parents a moment to
watch their children laugh
instead of worrying about
what comes next.

This is more than a
playground. It is part of
making RMH SCO feel
like home.

The lead gift has given
this dream its foundation,
but additional support is
needed to complete the
vision. Every gift mat-
ters. Whether it is $25,
$100, $1,000 or more,
every contribution brings
us closer to opening the
gates.

Together, we can create
a place where families can
put illness aside—even for
a little while.

Ronald
McDonald
House-

South Central Ontario

The future home of Lindsay's Loves Playground, a new outdoor play space where children and families can step away
from the hospital environment for a moment of joy. SUPPLIED

Twins Spencer and Claire Rintjema playing together between appointments. The family has spent a total of 297 days
at Ronald McDonald House. Additional support is still required to make the playground a reality. Every gift matters,
whether it's $25, $1,000 or more. Help Ronald McDonald House South Central Ontario bring a little more joy to kids

staying in the hospital. SUPPLIED
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Foiled again!

Jay Buffington rides his
wingfoil on Lake Ontario
on Saturday, taking
advantage of the rare
wind conditions that allow
him to foil in this spot.
DAVE VAN DE LAAR

THE TURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

“We’re very, very, very
worried about what’s hap-
pening,” he says. “The dots
are starting to connect.”

Vaughn Goettler lets it
spill out: “There’s more
going on than we know.
There’s a plan. Erwin is
friends with Dougie. If he
gets in, they’re going to put
a casino or casinos into our
backyard here, maybe even
in one of the developments
that’s under construction or
proposed as we speak.”

So, yeah, the gloves just
came off. Retired, wealthy,
philanthropist, self-made
man Goettler is taking direct
aim at sitting deputy mayor,
grape king and former career
cop Erwin Wiens. Both want
to be lord mayor. One is all
brakes. One is all gas.

The election slugfest
slipped into high gear late
last week as the province
(led by Doug “Dougie’” Ford)
announced “a major mile-
stone” in its plan to double
tourism in these parts. Simply
put, this opens all of Niagara
region to an historic expan-
sion of casinos, gambling and
related entertainment.

The company with a lock
on casinos (now operating
two in the Falls) has agreed
to “allow additional casino
operators to enter the gaming

market.” That market in-
cludes NOTL. And Goettler
smells a blackjack rat.

“People have joked about a
casino going into the Parlia-
ment Oak hotel,” he says.
“But what if it’s not a joke?
What if — nudge, nudge,
wink, wink, behind the
scenes, you know — Erwin
has agreed? Maybe it’s al-
ready decided. Already done.
‘We have no idea how many
behind closed door agree-
ments have been made.”

Poppycock, says Wiens: “I
am unaware of any discus-
sions of casinos taking
place. For the record, I
do not support casinos in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. That
is a hard ‘no’ for me.”

So, what do we know?

There is a ton of political
capital being thrown at a
dramatic expansion of the
tourism business here. The
province is spending more
than $1.5 billion to twin the
QEW bridge over the canal.
There is almost $40 mil-
lion in public money being
scooped by the Shaw for
its massive Royal George
expansion.

And to help facilitate 25
million visitors a year, the
cutesy little local airport is
slated to become a regional
hub. Passenger traffic could
mushroom from about
8,000 now (mostly char-
tered heli riders) to 600,000,
landing via jets on sched-
uled trips from Canadian
and U.S. cities.

For his part, Wiens is fine
with it.

“The airport’s master plan is
a 20-year roadmap rather than
a commitment that every rec-
ommendation will automati-
cally be built,” he tells me.
“Improvements such as termi-

Part of the provincial
plan to double tourism

is a big expansion of our
wee airport. The plan is
to eventually see 600,000
passengers a year as this
becomes the air hub for
Niagara Falls. SUPPLIED

nal and parking upgrades, and
security and customs facilities
will have direct benefits to the
community.”
His main concern is
the impact on agriculture.
Otherwise, “I support re-
sponsible improvements to
the Niagara District Airport
because better air access
can strengthen business
connectivity, emergency
services, local employment,
tourism, community access
and Niagara’s long-term
economic resilience.”
Resilience or unshackled
growth? Will Ontario’s
thirst for GDP, its em-
brace of gamblers and the
dreamy vision of Las Vegas
North turn authentic little
NOTL into a theme park?
Is Goettler’s paranoia that
powerful forces have already
approved too many new
hotel rooms, surrendered too
much local control and al-
lowed developers to corrupt
town hall, justified? Or does
he spout election hyperbole
meant to stir loins, flush
cheeks and scare up votes?
But add it up: The airport.

8 UP TO 60% OFF
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FLOOR MODELS MUST GO!

The bridge. The bag money
being thrown around. The
unwarranted edifices like
Parliament Oak or the
Rand-Ritz Carlton. The gut-
ting of our local council (we
lose two seats and a regional
rep). Even the St. Davids
roundabout making trips to
the casinos faster.

Goettler sees a plot. He
also sees in the July 28 and
Aug. 2 floods, justification
for an immediate moratori-
um on all new development.

“We must do that, until
we can figure out the in-
frastructure to support any
more,” he says. “That’s re-
ally number one for the sake
of all the residents.”

Wiens responds that his
support for development, “is
not a blank cheque.” Things
like building out the air-
port, “must be supported by
demonstrated demand, sound
financial planning, appropri-
ate environmental and agri-
cultural studies, regulatory
approvals, public consulta-
tion and a clear benefit to
Niagara-on-the-Lake.”

Andrea Kaiser is also
running to run the place. She
tells me her position is that
a process is required before,
well, she has a position.

“I think the proposed
airport expansion deserves
a full and transparent public
process before any position
is taken. We need to under-
stand the potential economic
benefits, but also carefully
consider the impacts on traf-
fic, infrastructure, agriculture,
residents, noise and tourism.”

Nominations close Friday.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.
garth@garth.ca
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Downsides of emergency declaration?

Dear editor:

After reading the article,
“NOTL not in state of emer-
gency after floods: CAO,” 1
went to the Town’s website
to read the full statement
from our chief administra-
tive officer.

The resumé he summa-
rizes makes clear that we
have a highly experienced
CAOQ, which is a significant
asset in a small commu-
nity. It is also evident from
published reports and social
media that town staff have
been working extremely
hard throughout the current
flooding crisis, and they
deserve our thanks.

The CAOQO’s statement
appropriately emphasizes
that declaring a state of

NOTL residents facing destroyed basements are left

wondering why the Town of NOTL chose not to declare a
state of emergency after two major floods. FILE

emergency does not auto-
matically provide access to
provincial or federal fund-
ing, and that some public
statements have contained
inaccuracies. Fair enough.
However, I was disap-

pointed that the statement
did not address the central
question underlying this
debate:

What are the advantages
and disadvantages of de-
claring a state of emergency

in NOTL under the current
circumstances?

Clearly, some neighbour-
ing municipalities con-
sidered this question and
concluded that the advan-
tages outweighed the disad-
vantages. Presumably, our
town’s leadership conducted
a similar assessment and
reached the opposite conclu-
sion. That decision may well
have been the right one for
NOTL.

That said, shouldn’t
residents, particularly those
who have suffered flood
damage, be told what those
disadvantages are, and why
they led to the NOTL offi-
cial position on the subject?

Robin Cardozo
NOTL

Climate change needs to be on the election agenda

Dear editor:

To NOTL residents: This
is a love letter — to you,
to our idyllic town, to our
remarkable planet, and to
future generations.

This has been a summer to
remember, but for alarming
reasons — extreme heat, air
quality alerts due to Ontario
wildfires, and flash flooding.

This is perhaps an un-
precedented summer — the
summer we have all been
directly impacted by cli-
mate change.

We can choose to forget
— and go blindly forward.
Only to be reminded next
summer, and quite possibly,
more extremely so.

Or, we can choose to take
concrete and immediate
action.

Human beings have the
capacity to accomplish
phenomenal things.

Look at what we did dur-
ing the pandemic. There
was an emergency, and we
immediately addressed it.
We looked it in the eye and
took radical, concrete action
because it was a life-and-
death situation.

Well, the climate crisis
is currently proving itself
to also be a life-and-death
situation.

There is an upcoming
election in October. Just a
few days ago, I looked at all
the candidates’ platforms,
and only two of them even
mention the word “environ-
mental.”

This strikes me as wildly
out of touch and incredibly

inadequate in light of what
we have just experienced
as a community. Does this
not strike you as woefully
insufficient?

I believe that we, as a
community, have a responsi-
bility to demand more.

I propose that we ask all
candidates to make climate
action a real part of this
election conversation. That
they each conscientiously
and courageously outline
what they are prepared to
do for our community in
light of this rapidly accel-
erating issue.

When the candidates
come knocking on your
doors, ask them:

What is your platform for
climate resilience?

The town already has a

Climate Change Adapta-
tion Plan. What will you
do to ensure that its 27
actions are actually imple-
mented?

What concrete action will
you take during your term?

How are you proposing to
lead during this crisis?

We are navigating a sum-
mer that has given us a very
real glimpse of what climate
change means for our com-
munity.

Let’s meet this moment
and ask our representatives
to do the same. For our-
selves. For our community.
And for future generations.
Please join me in asking
all of our candidates to do
more.

Tara Rosling
NOTL

Measure councillors’ success by their achieved goals

Dear editor:

Happy to learn that
Councillor Mavridis is
pleased with her perfor-
mance (“Mavridis will
seek re-election for 2026
term,” Aug. 6).

The assessment of one’s
performance becomes

more credible when
weighed by third party. To
state the obvious.

In Business 101, an
individual is asked to set
precise, measurable goals
with a definite time line
for himself. The actual
results can be measured

and the performance
evaluated.

Why can’t our politicians
do the same thing? This is
not nuclear surgery.

Nice, clear, well-written
article, by the way.

Philippe Borel
St. Davids

Maria Mavridis.

We welcome your letters

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name, street address and a daytime telephone number
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be
published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

NIAGAR

ON THE
LAKE

MUSEUM

Visit our website to register!

905-468-3912 | notlmuseum.ca | 43 Castlereagh St. | Open daily 10 a.m. -5 p.m.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: THAT ADDS UP

Jerome Horwitz, Moses Horwitz
and Samuel Horwitz went by
other names nyukking it up as

members of this troupe.

Last issue category: SIMPLE

Clue: Used in everything from daiquiris to gin
fizzes, simple syrup is commonly made using equal
parts water and this.

Answer: What is sugar
Answered first by: Sue Rautenberg

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Bob Wheatley, Jane Morris, Hugh Lundy,

Lynda Collet, Becky Creager, Donna Pearce,
Nancy Rocca, Howard Jones, KC King,

Claudia Grimwood, Wade Durling, Emma Balsas,
Jeff Lake, Sylvia Wiens, Jim Dandy, Margie Enns,
Esther VanGorder, Catherine Clarke, Marla Percy,
Katie Reimer, Jane Andersen, Glenda Lightfoot,
Tuija Johansson, Sheila Meloche

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,

with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS" FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at theirishharppub.com

Churchill

LOUNGE

Drunken Sailor

Make your Mondays a little more delicious with haddock
fish and chips, a relaxed atmosphere, and a great
reason to start the week at Churchill Lounge.

1/2 Price Crispy Beer-Battered Fish & Chips*
Mondays, after 4:00 p.m.

STOP BY TODAY!

*With beverage purchase. Plus taxes.

Food special may not be exactly as shown in the photo. |
inlpege

Churchill Lounge at Prince of Wales

6 Picton Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake | 905-468-3246 | vintage-hotels.com HOTELS

For the Pleasure of Polo: From Fast Horses to Fierce Players
A lecture presented by Stephen Littlechild

Thursday, August 20
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Museum

$15 | $10 for Students | Free for Members
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A better world is possible when we embrace change

-

Brian Marshall
Columnist

My brilliant wife has a
mantra that she used in her
career as a very successful
CEO and it goes:

“If you always do what
you’ve always done, you’ll
always get what you’ve
always gotten.”

Now, she applied that
saying to problem-solving
— envisioning new, better
processes and outcomes for
the business. Far too often,
she believes, human beings
become complacent and
the security of repetition
wins over the opportunity
for improvement — even
continuing to do things that
are ineffective or simply do
not work anymore.

So, as a collective, we fall
into the rut of repeating the
past simply because it is
familiar and comfortable.

But, then there are those
who step out and create new
and wonderful alternatives.

Consider the advent of
mass timber construction
which began in Europe about
20 years ago using cross-lam-
inated timber that had been
developed in the 1990s.

For reference, cross-
laminated timber is an
engineered wood product
made by using thin layers
of hardened, kiln-dried
lumber, which are arranged
in a perpendicular pattern
of alternating grain patterns
then glued together under
high pressure. Remarkably
stable and extremely strong,
cross-laminated timber is
a viable alternative to steel
and structural concrete.

Why is this important?

According to the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme’s report “Building
Materials And The Climate:
Constructing A New Fu-
ture” published in Septem-
ber 2023, “The building and
construction sector is by far
the largest emitter of green-
house gases, accounting for
a staggering 37 per cent of
global emissions.”

The concrete industry
alone is responsible for ap-
proximately eight per cent
of global carbon dioxide
output. To put it in other
terms, if this industry were
a country, it would be clas-
sified as one of the top five
worst contributors to pollu-
tion on the planet.

.

Limberlost Place in Toronto, George Brown College’s new
campus. DOUBLESPACE PHOTOGRAPHY

Despite this, it continues
to be a dominant structural
material for the construction
of any large building simply
because it is a familiar and
traditional methodology.

Ontario provincial legisla-
tion allows for mass timber
buildings up to 18 storeys,
however if you are still
shaking your head over the
concept, allow me to pro-
vide a few quick examples.

Located in Milwaukee,
Wis., the Ascent MKE
building completed in 2022
is currently the world’s
tallest mass timber at 25
storeys (284 feet). With
the exception of the hybrid
construction of the first six
floors, the structure is com-
pletely comprised of mass
timber elements made from
sustainably sourced wood.

Construction took 22

months — about 25 per
cent faster than traditional
construction — and was
no more expensive to build
than its concrete and steel
equivalent.

Finished in 2014, the
160-metre-long Mistissini
Bridge in northern Quebec
spans the Uupaachikus
Pass. With the exception of
the concrete piers that act as
its foundation, mass timber
replaced all of the tradi-
tional concrete and steel
that would historically have
been used.

In Toronto, located at 185
Queens Quay E., Limberlost
Place is a 187,500-square-
foot mass timber building
that opened late last year to
serve as George Brown Col-
lege’s waterfront campus.

The PNE Amphitheatre in
Vancouver was opened this

year just prior to the FIFA
World Cup. At this point in
time, its arched, 100-me-
tre-long roof (capable of
sheltering 10,000 people)
resting on only three points
is documented as the lon-
gest free-span mass timber
roof in the world.

Moreover, mass timber
elements are manufac-
tured here in Canada and
the warmth of the natural
wood renders the mass
timber buildings just plain
beautiful.

Let’s turn a page and visit
Prince Edward Island where
an outfit named Aslan
Renewables has introduced
what the company’s founder
and CEQ refers to as “a
hydro power plant with
IKEA instructions.”

Essentially, this brainchild
was birthed to take advan-
tage of the approximately
64,000 small dam sites
sprinkled across Canada
and the company has devel-
oped a modular unit (think
a 20-foot sea container)
that holds up to 12 turbines
capable of producing four
megawatts of electricity
which can be shipped to a
site and activated within
two days — no excavation,
no concrete and zero envi-
ronmental impact.

In addition, each unit is
fully autonomous — con-
stantly monitored/controlled

by an integrated Al compo-
nent — and can be installed,
actively feeding the grid for
only about $115,000. Fur-
thermore, there is no need
for any alterations to the
existing electrical grid. It’s
completely plug and play.

Will this technology
replace the major electrical
generation installations?
Well, no.

However, consider the fact
that the province of P.E.L.
has 170 small dam sites. Ac-
cording to Murray, if each
these sites were producing
hydro-electric power, the
output would be “upwards
of 20,000 megawatt hours
per year.”

That’s enough to power
somewhere between 2,000
and 2,500 homes in that
province — simply by put-
ting these old dams back
into production.

And, if every old dam
in Canada were similarly
equipped, that 20,000 be-
comes somewhere north
of 7.5 million megawatt
hours per year. That’s power
enough for roughly 650,000
to 700,000 homes.

Thank God for those who
embrace innovation and
change — a better future
depends on them.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on design,
restoration and heritage.

Darcy Price CPA
Professional
Corporation

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil
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Hear conversations, laughter,
and life again.

Book a FREE hearing test

866-474-5701
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Magic of Motown alive again at Music Niagara’s latest show

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

How did I not know
Smokey Robinson had been
a vice-president of Motown
Records way back when?
Not only do we share a
surname, but I spent an
afternoon at the Motown
Museum in the Brewster-
Douglass housing projects
after running the Detroit
Free Press Marathon many
years ago.

Berry Gordy was the
founder of the Motown
Records and its subsid-
iaries, and is certainly a
prime example of what one
man can accomplish. The
Brewster-Douglass projects
was just one of the lower-
income housing areas in
Detroit, but it produced so
many superstars: think of
Diana Ross, Aretha Frank-

Construction Limited.

to three lanes

MOVING

ROADS
FORWRRD

Project Description

Niagara Region will be reconstructing Niagara Stone Road (Regional Road 55) from
Line 1 Road to East West Line in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

The project includes full road reconstruction, widening the roadway to three lanes,
construction of paved shoulders, installation of storm sewers and catch basins, and

new traffic signals at East West Line to improve safety, drainage and traffic operations.
Construction will be completed on behalf of Niagara Region by Walkers

What to Expect

During construction, residents can expect periodic noise, dust and increased construction
activity within the project limits. Every effort will be made to maintain access to homes and
businesses, but temporary disruptions to driveway access and single lane closures will be
required. Advance notice will be provided whenever possible.

lin, the Commodores,
Smokey Robinson and the
Miracles — this barely
starts the list.

I will ramble to the
Ironwood Cider House on
Lakeshore Road on Aug.
12 — just last week. Obvi-
ously, the Shaw Festival is
the headliner here in our
precious Niagara, but there
are so many other diverse
entertainment options
available for us to enjoy.

Part of Music Niagara’s
Pops Series, that evening
the Undercovers featured
the music of Kenny Rogers,
Lionel Richie and Smokey
Robinson.

How did Kenny Rog-
ers elbow his way into
this show? Beats me, but
I have never really been a
music guy. The closest I
got to music was at Laura
Secord Secondary School
in St. Catharines, where
both of my children were
very involved in many of
the wonderful programs
headed up by David Sisler.
Band, the musicals, choir,
and more.

The Undercovers enter-
tained us with their rich
harmonies and signature
style, but the value added
was the education. So many

A 1970 television performance captures the polished

)

sound and style of Motown'’s golden era. Smokey
Robinson’s music was among the classics celebrated by
the Undercovers during Music Niagara’s Pops Series at
Ironwood Cider House last week. SOURCED

facts provided in their soul-
ful storytelling.

I thought I had been fair-
ly aware of what was going
on in the world of music,
but now I know I knew
next to nothing. Unlike my
NOTL pal Ed Barisa, the
enthusiastic vice-chair of
Music Niagara.

He has shared with me
that he had been a “roadie”
for a couple of his teenage
years in Saint-Jean-sur-
Richelieu, just south of
Montreal. This gave him a
lifelong love of the world of
music.

This week’s Ramblings
is definitely rambling, but I
am going to continue with a
Music Niagara theme. The
Pops Series opened this
year with Quartetto Gelato.
Always unpredictable,
and an evening of vibrant
rhythms and a variety of
musical surprises.

And let me repeat: the
talent. I had no idea we had
such a talented oboe player
in our midst. Colin Maier
is the production manager
of Music Niagara, and “in
his spare time,” incredibly
talented on this double-

reed woodwind instrument.
Yes, he plays the notes,

but with such intensity and
passion. And a sartori-

ally creative raconteur to
boot. When introducing
Quartetto Gelato’s songs,
he deftly slipped in so
many interesting historical
tidbits. Value added, which
we appreciate.

And methinks we went
an entire evening without a
mention of Elvis, John Den-
ver, Bing Crosby or Neil
Diamond. I don’t really
know what I am talking
about, so I will ramble in
another direction.

Music Niagara’s assistant
production manager is Lo-
ris Isabettini, with so much
to do during Music Ni-
agara’s 2026 season. Some
nineteen varied shows, and
proving his talents, “you
hardly know he is there.”

Imagine our surprise
when Colin Maier invited
him on stage to entertain
us. Loris is larger than
life, and this fall will be
defending his PhD thesis at
the University of Windsor.
I think this means he will
be adding to the world’s
body of knowledge, and
has been discovering
new facts. In his case, his

subject is argumentative
studies. Who knew?

What stage presence, and
he enthralled us singing
“In the Jailhouse Now” by
the Soggy Bottom Boys.
Of course. What a hidden
talent, singing the words
so naturally and with all
the moves.

So this has been a wan-
dering Ross’s Ramblings.

I have tried to emphasize
how much is going on cul-
turally in Niagara-on-the-
Lake. Get out and enjoy.
Learn.

And, I get fatigued when
government leaders tell us
their party “is providing”
this many millions of dollars
for whatever project or initia-
tive. It’s not their money.
That money comes from the
taxpayers. Are they attempt-
ing to deceive us?

Music Niagara receives
some funding and grants
from various government
bodies. So, from taxpayers.

Money well spent, with
hard working, talented and
passionate people.

You will meet vibrant
Music Niagara volunteers
like Judith Tsaros and
Dianne Hall.

Resolve to get out more.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

The key tasks to be completed are:
+ Full reconstruction and widening of Niagara Stone Road (Regional Road 55)

Notice of Construction
Niagara Stone Road (Regional Road 55)
from Line 1Road to East West Line

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake

* Installation of paved shoulders, storm sewers and catch basins
+ Construction of new traffic signals at East West Line
+ Placement of base asphalt in 2026, with the final surface asphalt to follow in spring 2027

When

Working hours will typically fall between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
to Friday. Construction is expected to begin in the coming weeks and
the road reconstruction, including base asphalt, is anticipated to be
completed by December 31, 2026, weather permitting.

The final surface course of asphalt will be completed in spring 2027.
We appreciate your cooperation and patience during this time.

Safety

This work involves heavy equipment, excavation and restricted work
zones. Please obey all posted signage and barriers and keep a safe
distance from the construction area.

For comments, questions or for more information,

please contact the project team:

Robert Friscioni
Contract Administrator
robert.friscioni@
chisholmfleming.com

Connecting more people to more possibhilities.

Alex Villella
Project Manager, Niagara Region
alex.villella@niagararegion.

com

This notice was first issued on August 20, 2026.

Niagara 4/#f/ Region

hiagararegion.ca
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Across

1. Without exception (2,1,3)

5. Crossword with no clues (8)
9. Good for you (10)

10. Chancel wear (4)

11. Geological faults (5)

12. Impressive array (7)

15. Vulnerable (3,2,1,4)

16. Free from bias (4)

18. Corporate big wheels (1,1,2)
20. Stage illuminators (10)

22. Country on Lake Tanganyika (7)

Crossword Puzzle

I 7

14

24. Edge of a precipice (5)

27. Angler's decoy (4)

28. Firm which makes Up! (10)

29. Arrogant, presumptuous people (8)
30. Overnight flight (3-3)

Down

2. Hold on ... (3,6)

3. Good conductor, perhaps (7)

4. Diamond songwriter (4)

5. Flake (4)

6. Common currency in New York, for
example (6,4)

7. Disappear slowly (4,3)
8. Insurgent (5)
13. Disregarded for promotion (6,4)

14. Largest of the Lesser Sunda Islands
(5)

17. With great concentration (9)

19. Used TNT to blow up a scholar (7)
21. Floral wreath (7)

23. Wrongfully appropriate (5)

25. Looked up to in Switzerland (4)

26. Nicholas Il was the last (4)

OLFI

REAL ESTATE AR 3 IN CANADA"

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE B NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
ERY7E

HOME EVALUATION

905-641-0308
16 MILLS LANE 19 OAKLEY DRIVE 8 FIRELANE 14D‘ROAD

2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,703 SQ. FT. CALL TO DAY! 2 BED * 3BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT. 2+1BED * 3 BATH - 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,050,000 $1,198,900 $1,249,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION
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EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

<.

NIAGARA s
MUSEUM

Canadian Army Vetermary Corps ca. 1918

The Canadian Army Veterinary
Corps was part of military life at Ni-
agara Camp during the First World
War. Veterinarians and farriers, pic-
tured here, cared for the horses used
by the cavalry units training at the
camp. Their patients, however, may
not have always been horses. Mili-
tary units often adopted mascots, in-
cluding dogs, goats, and even bears.
Yes, bears. But perhaps we shouldn’t
be too surprised by this. The Veteri-
nary Corps has its own connection
to one of the most famous bears in
popular culture. In 1914, Lt. Harry
Colebourn, a veterinarian with the
Canadian Army Veterinary Corps,
purchased a bear cub and named her
Winnipeg, or “Winnie.” She became
the Veterinary Corps’ mascot before
eventually making her way to the
London Zoo, where she inspired
A.A. Milne’s Winnie the Pooh. So,
while Niagara Camp did not have
Winnie, it did have a military bear
of our own for a time. The bear was
the mascot of the 76th Battalion.

SPONSORED

Community Palliative Care to host Hummel Family Healing Hike

SPONSORED
The Lake Report

Community Palliative
Care & Wellness in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake is excited
to announce this year’s

signature fundraising event,

which will be changing
things up a bit from previ-
ous years: The Hummel
Family Healing Hike for
Palliative Care.

Since 2021, the Hum-
mel Family Healing Cycle
Ride has brought riders
together in support of the
organization, with partici-
pants getting together in
teams to cycle in Niagara-
on-the-Lake and raise
money for the palliative
care organization.

Now, as the organiza-
tion continues to evolve, it
wanted this year’s event to
be even more inclusive and
reflective of its companion-
ship motto.

“We wanted to open
the ride up to anyone and
everyone,” says executive
director Bonnie Bagnulo.
“It would give us an oppor-
tunity to be able to talk to
everyone and walk along-
side them.”

A hike allows for mean-
ingful conversations, wel-
comes people of all ages

and abilities and encour-
ages families to participate
together, she says.

The hike is set for
Sunday, Sept. 6 from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m., starting at
Veterans Memorial Park in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

The goal for this year’s
hike is to raise $25,000.
Donations will be matched
by the Hummel family,
the official sponsors of the
annual fundraising event
since 2021.

Every registration and
donation helps the or-
ganization support its
neighbours by contributing
to the costs of the follow-
ing: comfort and mobility
equipment for lending,
transportation delivery
costs for larger lending
items, regular program
fees, essential supportive
teaching items, cognitive
boxes and rental storage for
large equipment.

After setting off from Vet-
erans Memorial Park, the
Hummel Family Healing
Hike for Palliative Care will
take place on Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s Heritage Trail.

Formerly known as the
Upper Canada Heritage
Trail, this scenic pathway
follows the historic 19th-
century Erie and Ontario

Railway corridor through
Niagara-on-the-Lake—
once considered the heart
of Upper Canada. It pre-
serves an important piece
of the region’s transporta-
tion history.

Much like this trail,
Community Palliative Care
& Wellness has a rich his-
tory of its own. Formerly
known as the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Community
Palliative Care Service, it
has proudly served its com-
munity since 1986.

The organization is get-
ting ready to celebrate its
40th Anniversary Ruby
Milestone Celebration this
fall — Bagnulo advises
everyone to keep an eye out
for more details about this
celebration in the coming
weeks.

In the meantime, on
Sept. 6, participants in the
Hummel Family Healing
Hike for Palliative Care
will have the opportunity
to reconnect with past and
present board members,
visiting volunteers, ad
hoc committee members,
supports and friends who
have all helped shape Com-
munity Palliative Care &
Wellness’ journey.

To register and donate,
visit cpcw.ca.

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK
370 KING STREET, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

THE HUMMEL FAMILY

HEALING
HIKE 2026

FOR PALLIATIVE CARE

Lo

HELP SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY BY
DONATING TOWARDS THE RISING COSTS OF:
¢ Comfort & mobility equipment
¢ Transportation
» Programming fees
« Essential education supports
» Cognitive boxes

SCAN TO REGISTER  * Rental storage for equipment

9 AM | SUNDAY, SEPT 6™
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

For More Information: Comimunity Palllative
notlpc@bellnet.ca |905.468.4433 | cpcw.ca Care & Wellness
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YOU'RE INVITED TO oyp

Join us at Niagara Motors on Tuesday, August 25th
& Wednesday, August 26th as we celebrate our

80™ YEAR ANNIVERSARY

CALL TO REGISTER YOUR SPOT

(905) 468-2145

-

X5 Y
i

Enjoy exclusive trade-in offers
and get up to 4 FREE tanks of
gas with every vehicle trade-in

Come and see why we have been in business for over 80 years!

e make I puseel & pimple

ADDITIONAL QUICK AND WE BUY ALL
PROGRAMS FUSS-FREE MAKES AND g?:IEF;EsT"IVE
RUNNING APPRAISALS MODELS

e First 50 qualified
registered
customers get a
$25 gas card

e We will not be

e Trade in or sell
with confidence.

e Extra marketing
dollars from
head office to

¢ GM Employee ¢ Options review
Pricing on select on your vehicle
vehicles * Trade value

¢ Up to $1200 in market analysis
Costco Savings on

select vehicles boost the value beat
¢ $2000 trade in of your trade
bonus on select
vehicles Come for the deals.
Stay for the smash burgers! »

= o

NIAGARA MOTORS

Hfeecx | @EMIEE 1537 NIAGARA STONE ROAD, VIRGIL ON

NIAGARAMOTORS.COM

=

GARAG

SALE
LOCATOR

List your
garage sales in

The Lake
Report,

NOTL's
most-read
publication.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
loves garage sales,
yard sales, estate
sales —all of it.

That's why we want to
help people find them,
so they can hunt down deals
as easily as possible.

— Send details —
(time and address) to

editor@

niagaranow.com

and we will
publish your sale

*FREE-

of charge.

Obituary

Dr. James Brooks

BROOKS, Dr. James “Jim” Stewart —

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of Dr. James
“Jim” Brooks, who departed peacefully on August 16, 2026, at the
age of 89. A dedicated family physician, gifted athlete, avid traveler,
and unwavering champion for those in need, Jim leaves behind a
legacy defined by compassion, integrity, and lifelong service to his
community. Born on April 7, 1937, in Sudbury, Ontario, to the late
Oscar and Hilda Brooks, Jim moved to Toronto at an early age.
Growing up in York Township, Jim developed a lifelong passion for
sports and athletics. A natural competitor with drive and discipline,
he played youth baseball, enjoyed golf, and played hockey at an
elite level, ultimately earning coveted spots playing for the Toronto
Marlboros and the University of Toronto Varsity Blues. Beyond his
athletic pursuits, Jim possessed a keen mind and a profound calling
to help others. He earned his Doctor of Medicine degree from the
University of Toronto Faculty of Medicine in 1964. This marked the
beginning of an extraordinary medical career that spanned over 60
years. Jim practised as a devoted family physician across Toronto and
the Niagara Region, continuing to see and care for patients until May
2026. Throughout his decades in practice, Dr. Brooks was revered by
patients and peers alike. He consistently fought for the underdog and
gave the highest level of care possible, regardless of circumstance or
background. To Jim, medicine was never just a job, it was a sacred
duty to ensure every individual was treated with dignity, respect, and
deep human kindness. Above all his professional accomplishments,
Jim’s proudest role was that of a loving family man. He is survived
by his cherished daughter, Joya, and her husband, Jason, as well
as his adored granddaughters, Clementine and Cleo, who brought
endless joy and pride to his life. Jim will be deeply missed by his
family, friends, and colleagues alike. His memory will live on in the
countless lives he touched, healed, and advocated for throughout a
lifetime of dedicated care. In accordance with his wishes, cremation
has taken place and arrangements are entrusted to Essentials
Cremation and Burial Services. Online condolences may be shared
on Jim’s tribute page found at EssentialsNiagara.com

Buying
SELLING?

NOTL & NIAGARA REGION

RE/MAX Niagara Realty Ltd., Brokerage
[ndependently Owned & Operated

THE

Not intended to solicit persons or properties currently under contract.

Evan McCaughey

Salesperson

289-968-8128
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We chose Greg
because we hated
him the least.

- Review - John & Tracy, NOTL

GREG SYKES

SALESPERSON

RE/MAX

we

FREE HOME EVALUATION ‘™% 905.329.3484



