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SUMMER OF  
THE FLOOD

Torrential rains leads to flooding, concerns about 
infrastructure and questions about overdevelopment 

Nina Wojciechowska’s home on Line 6 was surrounded by a lake of water on the morning of June 18. She is one of dozens of NOTL 
residents who submitted flooding photos and stories to The Lake Report depicting what they experienced. SUPPLIED

Royal 
George  
to close  
its doors  
in 2025

Three days 
of comedy 
coming to 
Exchange

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

After 110 years, one of 
Old Town’s most recogniz-
able features will be clos-
ing its doors to the public 
—for now. 

The Shaw Festival an-
nounced the Royal George 
Theatre’s imminent closure 
in a press release on Friday, 
alongside details of its 2025 
season lineup. 

The release states the 
building has needed a 
rebuild for decades, but due 

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

The laughter at the 
Exchange Brewery is about 
to reach new heights as 
the summer wraps up in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

And it’s no wonder — Ca-
nadian comedy icons Seán 
Cullen and Chris Locke 
are headlining the Summer 
Send-Off Spectacular, fresh 
off their five-star perfor-
mances at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival.

For over six years, this 
cozy and intimate brewery 
has been a cornerstone 
of comedy in the Niagara 
region, hosting shows that 
draw in everyone from local 
regulars to comedy connois-
seurs from out of town.

Throughout his time at 

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s summer of 2024 
will go down as one of the wettest and 
wildest in memory.

A pair of extreme storms in June and 
July created flash floods in areas of greater 
NOTL, overwhelming sewers, drains, 
culverts, ditches, storm ponds and streams, 
causing tremendous damage to homes and 
properties. 

At the worst end of the spectrum, many 
residents suffered through backed-up sewage 
in their homes, creating messy cleanups and 
dangerous biohazards.

This has prompted serious questions 
from residents about the effectiveness of 
NOTL’s municipal drainage infrastructure, 
heightened concerns over how residential 
development is contributing to the watershed 
problem, and curiosity around just how 
accurate claims that these types of storms 
are once-in-a-couple-generation events.

The terms 100-year and 500-year storms 
have been bandied about by experts, 
politicians and water management officials.

But with the frequency — and intensity 
— of these storms over the summer and, 
indeed, the past few years, it raises questions 
of how responsible and relevant such 
characterizations are when examining how 
effective local infrastructure is now and will 
be into the future.

The story of NOTL’s summer of soak and 
sewage begins on June 18 with a torrential 
downpour that dropped up to 45-millimetres 
of rain in the north central/eastern regions of 
the community in less than an hour.

Some areas reported even higher levels of 
rail over the same period.

The rain was so intense that the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Authority’s flood 
warning was directed at all of NOTL.

Then, less than a month later, on July 

10, another flash storm ripped through the 
community. 

Again the conservation authority issued a 
flood warning, although this one came out 
proactively, on July 9, one day before the 
deluge hit.

Residents have shared their experiences 
with The Lake Report in one-on-one 
interviews and online via email with pictures 
of overwhelmed drain line openings spewing 
water and debris, flooded intersections, 
yards, driveways and backed-up toilets.

While much of NOTL was exposed to 
the repeated heavy rains, concerns are 
particularly acute in St. Davids and 
Queenston, located just below the heights of 
the Niagara Escarpment.

In this first instalment in a series of in-
depth, feature-length reports, we look at the 
experiences of some of those residents.

Read Part 1 on Pages 6 and 7.

Richard Wright | Local Journalism Initiative | The Lake Report
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14 EVERGREEN LANE
$3,500/mth

MLS 40628186 - Thomas Elltoft & Kim Elltoft

Nicole Vanderperk* ..........................
Viviane Elltoft* .................................  
Thomas Elltoft* ................................
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14650 NIAGARA RIVER PKWY
$1,895,000

MLS 40615907 - Thomas Elltoft & Weston Miller

94 TANBARK ROAD
$2,189,000

MLS 40605895 - Thomas Elltoft & Jane Elltoft

93 PRIDEAUX STREET
$1,648,000

MLS 40598528 - Thomas Elltoft & Jane Elltoft 

6 TULIP TREE ROAD
$1,549,900

MLS 40577915 - Randall Armstrong

36 THE PROMENADE
$2,189,000

MLS 40632780 - Patricia Atherton

3477 NIGH ROAD
$599,900

MLS 40600522 - Randall Armstrong

6160 STEVENS STREET
$849,000

MLS 40590633 - Patricia Atherton

17 ST. ANDREWS LANE S
$960,000

MLS 40544029 - Ricky Watson

3332 THUNDER BAY ROAD
$495,000

MLS 40629588 - Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk

445 QUEENSTON ROAD
$1,795,000

MLS 40601103 - Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk

41 RICARDO STREET
$1,359,000

MLS 40574449 - Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk

A mixed bag: 2024 tender fruit yields vary in NOTL
Richard Wright 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
tender fruit crop is almost 
completely in and reports 
are mixed on how well 
things went with this year’s 
yield.

Concerns were real 
among some growers in 
April and the first couple 
weeks of May when an early 
spring cold snap raised fears 
frost would damage early 
blooms and affect the sum-
mer harvest.

In the end, the frost did 
hit some areas of NOTL 
— now, with the apricot 
harvest complete and peach 
and nectarine nearing an 
end, it seems some did well 
while others were not so 
lucky.

“I’ve got a great crop,” 
said Scott MacSween of 
MacSween Farms on Lake-
shore Road, talking about 
his summer peaches.

“All the concern I had in 
the spring about the bloom 
and all the cold weather, it’s 
been no problem.”

MacSween is going as far 
as calling his yield this year 
a “bumper crop.”

“And because we had that 
bloom that was early in the 
season, we are two weeks 
earlier in terms of our har-
vest,” he said.

Whether it is a plum or a 
cherry or a peach or a nec-
tarine, every variety is 10 to 
two weeks early. Right now, 
I am picking peaches that 
usually I am picking in the 
beginning of September.”

Overall, the farm’s sum-
mer yield is “probably” up 
by 20 per cent more than 
an average year’s harvest, 
he said.

Not only is his crop 
a good one, he said the 
amount of rainfall his fields 
received this year — which 
wasn’t as much as in some 
southern parts of NOTL, 
where torrential downpours 
left a wake of damage — 
has left his peaches with a 
beautiful shape and weight.

“Because we had that rain 
we had really good size this 
year. The quality has been 
really good.”

Apricots take a beating
While nectarine and 

peaches have produced well 

enough, apricots seem to 
have taken a big hit.

“They did not do well,” 
said Sarah Marshall, man-
ager of the Ontario Tender 
Fruit Growers.

“We barely had a crop at 
all. It was the frost that did 
them in.”

Apricots have a shorter 
growing season, said Mar-
shall, and therefore didn’t 
have the stamina to defeat 
the ill-effects of the May 
frost as peaches and nectar-
ies did.

Rene Schmitz of Palatine 
Roses and Fruits is report-
ing his apricots were down 
to almost half of a normal 
season’s production.

He feels lucky to have that 
much on the books.

“There has been a lot of 
farmers with absolutely no 
apricots,” said Schmitz, 
adding that his peach output 
this year is “OK.”

“We have a lot of peaches 
but it is definitely down.”

Schmitz, who has been 
farming in the area since 
1997, said changing weather 
patterns, which could 
include frost and insect in-
festations, are playing a role 
in his reduced output.

“(The weather) is much 

more erratic than in the 
past,” he said. “You don’t 
get the deep winters any-
more and there are more 
insects because of that — 
we know that.” 

An example of an insect 
damaging to the fruits that 
Schmitz grows is the plum 
curculio, a beetle that runs 
amok on fruits like plums, 
cherries and peaches.

They lay eggs within the 
fruit and both adults and 
larvae feed from the inside, 
causing brown rot.

Schmitz knows that 
despite loss of product from 
rain, insects, heat or frost, 
he will continue to produce 
the food the world needs.

“As a farmer, you look to 
the sky and see a thunder-
storm and it wipes out your 
crop. You can’t be sad about 
it. You cry a tear, you dust 
yourself off and you keep 
going.”

Summer’s heat and rain 
not a good thing  

for everyone
At Dutchyn Farms in 

Queenston, owner Joe 
Dutchyn’s nectarine crop 
is down this year over past 
years.

The longtime pro-
ducer has seen his share 

of growing seasons and 
reports that this year’s 
heavy rainfall in his area, 
combined with a heat 
wave that rolled through 
NOTL in parts of June 
and July, affected his 
crop’s growing process.

“A lot of our first pick of 
crops went to the ground 
because they had split pits,” 
he said.

“When there is too much 
rainfall and too much heat, 
everything rapidly grows 
and the pit splits.”

That split, he added, af-
fects the stem, which in turn 
creates a hole in the fruit 
allowing water, and even 
insects, to get inside and the 
fruit.

“So you have to drop all 
of that to the ground,” he 
added, referring to a thin-
ning process that discards 
unwanted crops.

Still, despite the lower-
than-normal output on his 
farm this year, Dutchyn is 
taking a very pragmatic ap-
proach to his yield.

“Being a farmer, I am 
happy every year just to 
have a crop. This year, we 
had some issues, but overall 
I am pretty content.”
wright@niagaranow.com

Rene Schmitz says his apricot harvest is down almost 50 per 
cent this year. While his farm produced “a lot of peaches,” 
the yield is down for those, too. RICHARD WRIGHT
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to a failing foundation, it 
cannot be mitigated. 

“At the conclusion of our 
2025 rendition of ‘A Christ-
mas Carol,’ the George 
will close its doors on this 
incarnation,” Tim Jennings, 
Shaw’s executive director, 
said in the release.

Jennings hopes the Shaw 
can work alongside the gov-
ernment to rebuild the jewel 
box theatre with a “future of 
access and sustainability in 
mind,” he stated.

“Our intention is not to 
change the feel of our Royal 
George Theatre, rather we 
hope to amplify this trea-
sured space,” he said.

The theatre’s closure an-
nouncement follows a tough 
fiscal year for the Shaw, 
which reported a loss of 
$5.7 million in 2023. 

During the company’s 
general meeting in March, 
board chair Ian Joseph 

said the Royal George was 
“well beyond its intended 
lifespan.” 

During the same meet-
ing, Jennings said fixing the 
theatre was something that 
had to happen. 

The Royal George The-
atre, located at 85 Queen 
St., has occupied a part of 
NOTL’s heritage district for 
more than a century and 
has been under the Shaw’s 
ownership for more than 
four decades.

Built in 1915 by Mrs. M. 

N. Norris, it was first the 
Kitchener Theatre: a place 
for vaudeville acts and silent 
movies to entertain soldiers 
at Camp Niagara during the 
First World War.

According to an over-
view of the Royal George 
Theatre’s history from 
2010, compiled by former 
Shaw Guild president 
Faye Goodwin, the theatre 
changed hands several 
times throughout the 20th 
century, but in 1980, the 
Shaw Festival acquired 

the theatre for its live 
productions.

The first production 
hosted at the theatre by the 
Shaw was “Puttin’ on the 
Ritz” — according to the 
Shaw Festival website, there 
was no time or money for 
major renovations before the 
first show, but throughout 
the 1980s, the Shaw raised 
the funds to make several 
repairs and restorations, as 
well as improvements to the 
seating, sound and lighting 
systems.

Before its closure, patrons 
can catch four productions 
at the venue next season. 

“Tons of Money,” “Major 
Barbara,” “Murder-on-the-
Lake,” will be shown at the 
theatre, as well as a final 
production of “A Chirstmas 
Carol” over the holidays in 
2025 before NOTLers and 
visitors say goodbye to the 
Royal George Theatre as 
they know it. 
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

The Royal George Theatre will see its last performance in 
2025, before Shaw Festival shuts its doors for good.

Royal George closing its doors in 2025

Zalepa promises speed limit review  
for St. Davids —  and all parts of NOTL
Richard Wright 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The issue of lowering 
some speed limits in St. 
Davids was brought forth 
Aug. 20 when Niagara-on-
the-Lake Lord Mayor Gary 
Zalepa sat down at a public 
Q&A hosted by the St. Da-
vids Ratepayers Association 
for a discussion on matters 
facing the bedroom com-
munity.

The reasoning behind the 
request stems from higher 
limits that remain in town 
bylaws for roads that were 
previously rural but are now 
classified residential be-
cause of increased develop-
ment in the area.

“Particularly, I know 
recently, while looking into 
another issue in town, we 
found that Tanbark (Road) 
has still been listed in the 
town bylaws as 80 kilome-
tres per hour,” said associa-
tion board member Mike 
Pearsall during the Aug. 20 
meeting.

Pearsall noted that other 
municipalities in Niagara, 
such as Lincoln, have 

already taken this measure 
to reduce speeds in now-
developed areas.

“The ratepayers associa-
tion of St. Davids is saying 
that within the residential 
areas of St. Davids we 
would like the town to 
consider dropping the speed 
limit to 40 kilometres per 
hour,” he said. 

This should happen 
“before we start seeing a 
number of collisions and 

injuries as a result,” he 
said, adding that the asso-
ciation is currently work-
ing on a diagram to show 
all areas of St. Davids that 
would apply.

Zalepa responded by shar-
ing that road safety is one 
of council’s priorities and it 
has already asked town staff 
to conduct a speed manage-
ment review of all areas in 
the greater Niagara-on-the-
Lake community.

“My understanding is that 
this fall the staff are going 
to come back with a more 
holistic look at how we can 
look at speed limits in gen-
eral across different parts of 
the town,” he said. 

“Council is supportive 
of it and direction is 
happening.”

A public engagement 
process will take place this 
fall, he added.

“That will be a good 
chance to hear what you 
have to say,” he said directly 
to those in attendance. 

“People have other opin-
ions as well. Council will 
have a chance to take it all 
in and make any decisions 
that come from that.”

Other measures have been 
taken to combat speeding in 
St. Davids.

This spring, a speed 
camera was installed on 
York Road near St. Davids 
Public School as part of the 
Niagara Region’s Vision 
Zero road safety strategy, 
which involves adding and 
moving speed cameras to 
different locations through-
out Niagara.
wright@niagaranow.com

Mike Pearsall of the St. Davids Ratepayers Association 
feels the 80 km/h speed limit for many once-rural roads in 
the community needs to be reduced. RICHARD WRIGHT
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The Niagara Regional Native Centre’s book vending machine is completely free to use for members 
of the community who want to access Indigenous-authored literature. The vending machine is filled 
with books — specifically books by Indigenous authors — for community members to take home 
for free. The machine is sponsored by Start2Finish, a Canadian charity that provides educational 
support to the country’s at-risk children and intends to break the child poverty cycle. JULIA SACCO

Native Centre highlights  
book vending machine

Legion donations for Jasper 
fire relief approach $1,000
Richard Wright 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Royal Canadian Legion 
has raised close to $1,000 
for the Jasper Legion as it 
attempts to assist its own 
membership, and the Jasper 
community at large, after a 
devastating fire ravaged the 
mountain tourist town this 
summer.

The fundraiser began 
Aug. 8 with donations be-
ing collected at the NOTL 
branch’s weekly fish fry 
after local executives felt 
compelled to act following 
reports the fire had de-
stroyed homes and business-
es and caused the town’s 
evacuation.

Starting with two separate 
wildfires reported on July 
22 north and south of the 
town, they merged together 
three days later, resulting 
in a weeks-long evacuation 
and a wildfire Parks Canada 
reported as Jasper National 
Park’s largest in 100 years.

In the end, over one-third 
of Jasper’s homes and busi-
nesses were destroyed and 
the estimated cost of the 
damage has been tagged at 
$880 million.

The Jasper Royal Cana-
dian Legion is one of the 
lucky structures to remain 
standing.

“It is the least we can do,” 
said Megan Vanderlee, first 
vice-president and bar chair 
of the NOTL Legion. 

“Our legion community 
country-wide is a big family 
and we know this money, as 
modest as it is, will help.”

Parks Canada and the 
Municipality of Jasper 
lifted the evacuation alert 
on Aug. 17 after classifying 
the fire as being held.

In conversations she’s 
had with executive mem-
bers in Jasper, Vanderlee 
has learned the legion is 
feeding around 500 people 
daily as people returning to 
the community — as well 
as emergency crews already 
on-site — wrestle with the 
challenges of getting by with 

limited regular services.
“That does not surprise 

me at all,” said Vanderlee of 
the legion’s generosity and 
humanity. “They are good 
people.”

Collections for Jasper will 
continue to be taken at the 
NOTL Legion through the 
Labour Day long weekend, 
said Vanderlee.

NOTLers can drop off 
donations at the legion at 
410 King St. in cheque or 
cash form.

Donations can also be 
made directly to the Jasper 
branch via PayPal. 

A link to the PayPal ac-
count can be found on the 
Jasper Legion’s Facebook 
and website pages or at 
jasperlegion.ca

Jasper fire crew in the Maligne Valley. JASPER FACEBOOK

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 
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St. Davids pool to be maintained
Richard Wright 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Despite being a half a 
century old and in need 
of repairs, the St. Davids 
community pool will 
remain open through the 
rest of this season and the 
foreseeable future thereaf-
ter, says Niagara-on-the-
Lake’s lord mayor.

Speaking at the St. Davids 
Ratepayers Association reg-
ular meeting Aug. 20, Lord 
Mayor Gary Zalepa said to 
the approximately 30 people 
in attendance that “the pool 
will continue to be in the 
community and maintained 
and operated.”

Barring “any kind of 
strange event,” town crews 
“are going to keep it run-
ning — that’s the plan,” he 
added.

Built in 1969, the popular 
25-metre, six-lane pool, 
which features a 1,900 sq. 
ft. change house/lifeguard 
station, has experienced ma-
jor mechanical issues over 
the past 20 years.

An information sheet 
distributed at the meeting 
states the facility’s vulca-
nized piping is cracking, 

which has led to water 
leading into the surround-
ing soil. 

“Town staff have re-
paired the leaks, but much 
more occurs every year,” it 
continued.

Another issue is a broken 
main drain at the bottom of 
the pool, leading munici-
pal staff to put in sidewall 
drains.

The facility is also 
non-compliant when it 
comes to Accessibility for 
Ontarians with Disabilities 
standards, which all public 
establishments are meant 
to be in compliance with 
by next year.

In 2019, the town be-
gan conversations with an 
architect to design a new 
pool and applied for a grant 
through the Canada Infra-

structure Program the same 
year, but it was unsuccessful 
in receiving the money.

The estimated cost of a 
new pool based on 2019 
dollars was $5 million.

That, said Zalepa, will 
likely be a lot more today 
due to the rapid rise of infla-
tion in the past five years. 

Additionally, attendees 
were made aware the town 
is collecting information 
via its parks and recreation 
masterplan review to assess 
current infrastructure needs 
and find ways to improve 
the physical wellbeing 
of NOTLers — Zalepa 
encouraged all residents to 
take part through the town’s 
community engagement 
platform.

“That’s a fancy way of 
saying...take a look at all 

your recreational facilities, 
determine what needs are 
missing, what things could 
be could we do, what things 
are we no longer using well, 
and how could we repur-
pose those things, those 
assets, to do more of things 
people want,” he said.

The bottom line, Zalepa 
added, is that the town 
will continue to operate 
with “Band-Aid” repairs 
until it can find the money 
to replace the pool, either 
through the municipality’s 
capital budget, community 
fundraising or by further 
attempts at provincial and 
federal grants.

Coun. Adriana Vizzari, 
who resides in St. Davids 
and was in attendance, said 
that the community has 
shown it wants and needs 
the pool and she is proud 
of what council is doing to 
protect it.

“I think I spend every 
single day at the pool, 
surely, and it is hopping,” 
she said.

“There are lane swims, 
there are lessons, it is af-
fordable, it is accessible — 
it is exactly what we want at 
a community pool.”
wright@niagaranow.com

The St. Davids pool is 54 years old and in need of repairs 
but NOTL council will keep it open. RICHARD WRIGHT
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SUMMER OF THE FLOOD

Residents blame development,  
say town should have taken action

Kal and Win Laar 
8 Sheppard Cres.

Queenston
The Laars have lived at 8 

Sheppard Cres. in Queen-
ston at the immediate base 
of the Niagara Escarpment 
since 1975 and have expe-
rienced floods in the past 
but have never seen one like 
they had had on June 18.

On that date, with a small 
bucket situated just off their 
back porch, the couple mea-
sured 101 millimetres of 
rainfall in under an hour.

A retired civil engineer, 
Kal designed the family 
home to protect against ex-
terior water flows, including 
a downward-sloping ditch at 
the side of the home. 

Later, in 2006, he dug 
a small storm pond in the 
backyard for added protec-
tion from gravitational 
water flows that come off 
the escarpment and fruit 
farms that surround the 
property.

“Since we are at the base 
of the escarpment there is 
massive amounts of water 
coming down the hill, and 
the farm next door drains 
across our back and across 
our front. So we are a little 
island here,” said Win Laar.

“Kal knows how to deal 
with water,” she added.

Their past flooding 
problems happened mainly 
around the time they moved 
into their home, but there 
have been a few more over 
the years as well.

During this summer’s 
massive rainfall, the water 
was no match for Kal’s 
expertise. He has begun 
to doubt the generational 
storm mantra.

“The first year we were 
here in ‘75 the earth was 
bare and overflowed,” he 
said. 

“The developer told us 
it was a 100-year storm, 
which sounded plausible the 
first time,” he added.

“After the sixth time it 
didn’t sound very plausible 
any more.”

In a written statement to 
The Lake Report prior to 
an in-person interview, Win 
explained what they went 
through on June 18 of this 
year.

“A single culvert at the 
front of our property drains 
water from the hill of the 
escarpment itself, plus our 
two acres of land, plus the 
neighbouring 10-acre farm,” 
she said.

“Water goes from behind 
our home and in front of 
our home but it all goes, or 
is supposed to go, through a 
single inadequate culvert,” 

she continued, adding later 
that the culvert pipe is only 
15 inches in diameter.

“On June 18, the culvert 
was completely over-
whelmed. I stood on Shep-
pard Crescent filming water 
as it poured over our lawn 
and down the road, carrying 
various vegetative debris,” 
she said. 

“My boots are 13 inches 
high and the water on the 
road was just one to three 
inches short of the top of 
my boots. Some of that 
flood crossed York Road 
and went into the garage of 
the home just below.”

The Laars want munici-
pal officials to recognize 
that this summer’s storms, 
separated by just a few 
weeks, are not happening 
only once in every 100 to 
500 years and add that they 
need to do something about 

the in-ground infrastruc-
ture, which they believe, has 
obviously outgrown its life 
expectancy. 

“The 100-year storm is 
overused as an excuse,” 
said Kal. “The idea that it 
is prohibitive to design for 
something that only hap-
pens once in 100 years lets 
them off the hook, but is 
that justified? I think not.”

His wife is calling for a 
complete examination and 
replacement of infrastruc-
ture in their neighbourhood.

“A lot of this infrastruc-
ture is not designed for that 
(kind of storm and frequen-
cy),” she said.

“Look at that flow,” she 
added as she again viewed 
the video of her standing 
amid the floodwaters.

“There is no way a 15-
inch pipe is adequate to 
take that.”

Jim Cole 
1157 Line 7 Rd. 

St. Davids
On June 18, Jim Cole’s 

property at the eastern end 
of Line 7 “flooded like an 
Olympic pool” and he be-
lieves the Town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake should be 
responsible to prevent it from 
happening again because of 
poor maintenance and plan-
ning of the drainage system 
on the road.

His reasoning is simple: 
the ditches in front of his 
house cannot accommo-
date the massive amount 
of water they received on 
that day nor have they been 
designed properly to dis-
tribute water to the nearby 
drainage points.

“If you look west, you 
can see the road terrain 
rises up,” he said as he 
walked the length of his 

driveway toward the road to 
view the ditch.

“Well, the water can’t 
climb the hill,” he added.

Without that ability, the 
water that is trying to escape 
his yard is unable to do so 
because the ditch is full. 

Compounding the issue is 
the collection of debris that 
ends up clogging the culvert 
at the end of his driveway. 

What was seen in the 
aftermath of the storm was 
a knee-deep pool of water 
to the side of his property. 
The piece of land is almost 
150 metres wide by 400 
metres long.

In the back of his prop-
erty, his wife’s garden has 
been destroyed and while he 
feels lucky that he didn’t get 
a lot of water in the house, 
he “did have some water get 
in,” he said.

Cole would like to see 

maintenance crews from the 
town clean out the ditches in 
the area and dig them deeper 
so they slope downward to 
the municipal drainage lines 
that lie to the west and east 
of his home.

Contributing to his frus-
tration, he said, is a scary 
response from town officials 
that a nearby neighbour 
received. 

His own calls to the town, 
he added, have not been 
returned.

“They told my friends on 
Line 6 the reason they are 
not (clearing the ditches) is 
because it costs them money 
to get rid of the toxic soil,” 
he said.

“Now, that begs the ques-
tion, what toxic soil? Is it 
just an excuse for them not 
to do it, or are we living in 
a chemical dump? It makes 
you wonder.” 

However, when contacted 
by The Lake Report, NOTL 
communications co-ordi-
nator Marah Minor stated 
in a written response that 
she spoke to town staff and 
“there are no known toxins 
in the soil on Line 7 Road” 
that prevent staff from clean-
ing the ditch.

Hearing that, Cole is left to 
wonder why no town crews 
have shown up to take care 
of the problem.

“If there is nothing there, 
then let’s get the Gradall 
(excavator) out and get to 
work,” he said. “The town 
should, in good faith, get the 
machine going and clear out 
the ditches.”

But it’s not just ditches that 
Cole believes are causing his 
water problems. He thinks 
it could also be attributed to 
a new vineyard planted five 
years ago by his next-door 
neighbour.

“Most of the land is be-
ing used for vineyards and 
I think water is running 
off the vineyards so fast 
because they want to get 
the water away from the 
vineyards with the under 
drainage,” he said.

“And I think it is running 
into the lowest points it can 
find — and now we have an 
issue with this. I never had a 
flood here until the neigh-
bours put in a vineyard,” he 
said, adding he has been liv-
ing in the home for 25 years.

Despite all this, Cole said 
the town is still responsible 
for drainage on land it owns.

“I’m thinking land-use has 
contributed to the problem 
but if they can’t get rid of 
the water, now it is a town 
problem because if you look 
at the ditches, the water is 
not going anywhere.”

Above: Win and Kal Laar’s 
Queenston property shows 
a massive amount of water 
rushing over the drainage 
ditch at the side of their 
house. The ditch is eight 
feet deep but water still 
came over the top. In the 
inset photo, the water is 
up to the top of Win’s rain 
boots.
Right: The side yard of 
Jim Cole’s property. The 
portion of land is roughly 
400 metres long by 150 
metres wide and was more 
than 12 inches deep.
SUPPLIED
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SUMMER OF THE FLOOD

Removal of trees and 
new construction along 
culprits, residents say

Mike Allen 
 York Road and Sheppard 

Crescent, Queenston
Mike Allen believes his 

flooding issues are directly 
related to the construction 
of three massive homes near 
his house at 2006 York Rd. 
in Queenston.

He’s resided there since 
1982 and had some water 
problems in the past, “but 
not like this,” he said.

“Since January of this 
year we have been expe-
riencing lots of flooding, 
mostly caused by the con-
struction at 2001, 2003 and 
2005 York Rd.,” he said. 

Prior to the new construc-
tion, the lot had one dwell-
ing on it. 

“The new owners cut 
down dozens of old-growth 
trees and have levelled the 
entire property and are 
building three extremely 
large houses and there is no 
green space,” he said.

“The problem is that 
water is pouring off these 
properties onto the road 
and into the ditch. This 
water then travels to the 
other side of the road where 
it fills our drain up with 
dirt and gravel from the 
construction site.”

“I’ve had to have our ditch 
cleaned out three times 
now and at much personal 
expense,” he said. 

“To add to the problem, 
these houses are built right 
on top of and beside a water 
table below the escarp-
ment.”

Allen questions whether 

the approved plans were 
followed and whether the 
stockpiled dirt on-site is 
placed there with inad-
equate silt fencing and 
drains. 

In an Aug. 20 interview, 
Allen said he has begun 
discussions with the town, 
region and the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission 
about the situation.

“Conversations are hap-
pening,” he said. “So, there 
is a little bit of hope there 
on the horizon. Thank god.”

Art Powis 
 963 Line 9 Rd. 

St. Davids
The damage done to Art 

Powis’ house on a resi-
dential street in St. Davids 
represents a homeowner’s 
worst fears.

Rising from bed at around 
9 a.m. on June 18, he started 
the day with the ominous 
sound of running water in 
the finished basement of 
the five-year-old home he 
purchased in 2020.

“And it wasn’t just a 
trickle,” he said. “It was 
rushing water. I thought, 
‘Geez, what is going on 
down there? Is there a pipe 
burst or what the hell?’ “

Dismayed and not want-
ing to face a bad situation 
first thing in the morning, 
he decided to make a coffee 
and prepare himself before 
heading down to see what 
was happening.

“On second thought, I 
said to myself: ‘Ah well, I 
had better go down there 
and see what is going on.’”

Heading to the base-
ment, he didn’t get much 
farther than to the bottom 
of the stairs before he was 
stopped in his tracks.

“There is a bathroom 
down there and the sewage 
was backing up furi-
ously through the toilet. 
A column of crap and 
whatever else is in there 
was so high from the toilet 
seat and over the sides of 
the toilet.”

With the incredible 
rainfall that St. Davids had 
experienced that morning, 
Powis said it was easy to 
guess what had caused his 
sewage back up.

“It is on record how 
much fell and what time 
it stopped and when it 
started,” he said. 

“And it was a beauty. 
One of the bigger ones for 
sure. So, that would kind 
of lead people to wonder 
if they weren’t related be-
cause crazy rainfall stops 
and sewage backup starts.”

He tried to stop the flow 
himself with a broom 
handle and stuffing towels 
down the toilet while 
walking around barefoot 
amid in the sewage.

“Which wasn’t a very 
smart thing to do, but I got 
the toilet to stop but then 
the drain in the shower 
overflowed and the bath-
tub. Finally, I decided I am 
not going to be able to stop 
this.”

That’s when he got on 
the phone trying to reach 
someone with the Town of 

Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
the Niagara Region to give 
him some answers about 
how this could happen.

He said he first called 
the town and was for-
warded to an answering 
service.

He then reached out 
to the regional wastewa-
ter plant and spoke to a 
person who told him the 

region’s responsibility is 
the pumping stations and 
the sewage disposal plant, 
not the infrastructure.

“I said, ‘Well I phoned 
the (town) and left a mes-
sage but nobody has called 
me back.’ ”

“ ‘Ah, you gotta call 
another guy,’ he said. He 
was helpful but he still 
wouldn’t admit that there 

was a problem.”
To date, Powis said he 

has not heard back from 
town officials.

“I think the (problem) is 
in the lazy no-good SOBs 
that work for the (town),” 
he said.

Next: In Part 2 for the 
Sept. 5 edition, more flood-
ing victims from across 
NOTL share more stories.

Water flows down the side of Queenston resident Mike Allen’s home on June 18. 

Art Powis spent hours cleaning in the aftermath of the June 18 storm, after the sewage line backed up in his basement, destroying everything from furniture to the walls and even 
furnace. He estimates the cost of the damage to be around $45,000. He’s in the process of dealing with insurance. SUPPLIED
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Garth Turner
Columnist

Work-from-home, he 
says, is a seriously lame 
idea. Employees lobby-
ing for more money earn 
instead his disdain.

“Distinguish yourself,” 
is his credo. “Don’t be part 
of the herd.” Work hard. 
Take on any job. Clean 
toilets. Wait tables. It’ll 
change your life. Don’t be 
a snowflake. 

Vaughn Goettler, with 
his wife Lauren, is an 
entrepreneur. He’s rich. 
He ran for mayor and lost. 
He’ll run again.

He’s pragmatic, driven, a 
tad rumpled, safely retired 
but far from finished. He 
has fine real estate, toys 
and ambition.

He’d be just another 
insufferable, congenial, 
gilded multi-millionaire if 
not for one thing. Generos-
ity. They give money away. 
Gobs of it — probably 

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s big-
gest philanthropists.

You may have read about 
it. “The Goettlers support 
the Museum expansion.” 
“Goettlers fund Yellow 
Door Theatre.” “Goettler 
donation fuels Niagara 
Symphony.” And the Goet-
tlers, famously, handed 
over a million bucks to 
save a wild patch of NOTL 
known as The Wilderness.

Where did the money 
come from?

Business and ambition. 
He left a corporate job two 
decades ago, bought into 
the HVAC business. Sold 
his holdings four years 
later. Went into anaesthet-
ics. “That was strange.”

In 2014 he and new wife 
Lauren bought back into 
HVAC. Did private equity 
deals. Blew the doors off 
estimates. Sold to an out-
fit from San Francisco a 
few years ago. A hundred 
employees turned into 
1,500. He’s still on the 
board, owns a hunk of 
shares. More wealth will 
be coming.

Why give it away?
“If you’re fortunate 

enough to accumulate 
wealth, you have choices. 
You can do nothing. You 
can invest it to get more. 
You can sit on it. Or you 
can try to do things that 
will make a difference.”

The symphony. Acting. 
The arts. Inspiring youth. 
The Wilderness — trying 
to protect native heritage 
and history.

“If that land turns into 
townhouses, for example, 
we’ve lost it forever. This 
gives me a great sense of 
gratitude and Lauren is the 
driver of it all.”

So, now what?
“I don’t want to work 70 

hours a week any more. 
I could see myself doing 
public service, though. If 
I were to become mayor 
it would be a significant 
undertaking on my part — 
you have to make changes 
you want to see. But this 
interests me, yeah.”

The Goettlers have a 
foundation that dishes out 
money. And, yes, there 
are tax benefits for good 
deeds. The breaks are 
not restricted to the one 
percenters among us, how-
ever. The system actually 
rewards those who share.

There are tax credits of 
up to 33 per cent feder-
ally (high-income-earners 
get the biggest) plus 
another 17 per cent from 
the province. You can split 
donations between spouses 
for the greatest advantage. 
You can claim donations 
from past years to help re-
duce a higher income now.

And you can donate se-

curities — like stocks — 
without being taxed on the 
capital gain (but which 
yields a higher tax credit). 
Just ensure the charity you 
support qualifies — some-
thing the CRA site will 
tell you.

Of course, to donate 
you need to make more 
than you spend or save. 
Most Canadians don’t. 
Donations have tanked 
since COVID, as families 
struggle with the crazy 
price of groceries and real 
estate. More and more, so-
ciety relegates good deeds 
to governments while the 
masses vex about the cost 
of rent, mortgages, tats and 
children.

We also love ragging 
on rich people. Especially 
when older, white and 
male. There’s no doubt 
a wealth divide exists in 
Canada, or that it yawns a 
little wider every day.

Surveys show half the 
population would be 
pooched if they missed a 
single paycheque. They 
also say most want to 
work from home and walk 
the dog. 

Wealth comes from am-
bition. Wow. Who knew.

Garth Turner is a NOTL 
resident, journalist, author, 
wealth manager and former 
federal MP and minister. 

garth@garth.ca

Entrepreneur turned philanthropist, 
Goettler again eyes mayoralty

Opinion

Photographer Frank Hayes 
captured this photo of a 
great blue heron taking off 
from the pond at Line 9 
and Concession 3 roads.

Taking 
flight
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OPINION

LETTER OF THE WEEK

Dear editor:
When our town staff 

and council make poor de-
cisions, the consequences 
affect the public and the 
pockets of the taxpayers. 

When engineering 
reports are prepared 
addressing service is-
sues and traffic on our 
roadways related to the 
controversial Parliament 
Oak hotel plan and there 
are “no liability” state-
ments regarding the use 
or completeness of its 
recommendations, the 
public pays for any errors 
or omissions. 

Columnist Brian 

Marshall documented 
my concerns in his July 
18 piece, “Concerns and 
costs around town’s infra-
structure and stormwater 
management.”

When a council erodes 
historic designations 
regarding properties and 
land in our community, 
the public pays for the 
consequences. 

With the constant issu-
ance of minor variances 
that change the historic 
look and nature of our Old 
Town, the public and our 
town suffer the conse-
quences. 

When we hire staff and 

elect councillors and a 
lord mayor, they must un-
derstand our community 
goals and objectives as 
set out in our official plan 
and zoning bylaws. 

It appears that there is 
no commitment from our 
council to protect public 
interest, nor our exten-
sive historical status and 
our unique community 
features. 

The question remains: 
why is this happening in 
NOTL, a town that has 
worldwide acknowledge-
ment of its history and 
its architectural assets, a 
town that played a major 

role in the formation of 
Canada?

We live in a special 
place that needs care and 
our attention in order 
to retain our town and 
community as a national 
historic visiting place for 
the world.

We have been gifted a 
special place on this Earth 
that needs care and pres-
ervation. Our focus should 
be that and that only.

With the direction that 
is being provided by staff 
and council, we are about 
to “fall off the cliff.”

Richard Connelly
NOTL

Dear editor:
Thank you for your Aug. 

15 editorial by editor-
in-chief Richard Harley, 
(“Poilievre is truly great 
— at pandering”) outlining 
why Conservative leader 
Pierre Poilievre’s political 
speech in Niagara and other 
places amounts to “pander-
ing” by telling lies about the 
Liberal government.

He blames all our anger 
and difficulties (financial, 
etc.) on Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau and government 
legislation.

My Concise Oxford Dic-
tionary defines “pander” as 
a verb meaning to gratify or 
indulge a person, a desire, 
or a weakness.

Panderer is a noun) that 
means an illicit procurer 

or encourager of coarse 
desires.

If it hadn’t been for 
the Trudeau government 
supporting vaccinations, 
shutdowns, CERB during 
the pandemic, our death 
rates would have been twice 
as many as in the U.S. under 
Trump’s Republicans.

If elected, the Conserva-
tives would repeal the On-

line news act and so-called 
censorship laws.

The 5Cs (conservative, 
competitive, capitalistic, 
commerce at all costs) 
would prevail and more 
local newspapers and radio 
stations would fail against 
massively funded U.S. and 
other media.

Elizabeth Oliver-Malone
NOTL

Dear editor:
New politicians always 

make promises that voters 
want to hear. That’s how 
they get elected, by run-
ning down the incumbents.

The problem is they 
don’t understand all the 
challenges until they get 
into the job where they run 
into the same roadblocks 
as the last guys. Here 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
people were out to get the 
incumbent mayor (whose 
husband was gravely ill 
during the last election and 
so wasn’t as available to 
fight back).

The new group were 
also able to split the vote 
by encouraging a late 
entry into the race. The 
new group was going to 
improve everything over 
what was done before, or 
so they said.

So, what happened to all 

those promises? As usual, 
the new mayor ran into all 
the same challenges as the 
last one and now everyone 
is up in arms because he 
didn’t deliver on what he 
said. It’s all so predictable.

NOTL activists have 
been fighting development 
and trying to preserve 
the town’s history at least 
since the Shaw Festival 
began. By the mid 1970s, it 
was already referred to as 
“Niagara on the Take” or 
“Niagara on the Fake.”

There has been endless 
discussion about preserva-
tion over the years but not 
much has been designated 
by the town. The main 
strip has slowly trans-
formed itself into a tourist 
draw for “cone-lickers.”

Most tourists rave about 
how beautiful and well-
preserved the town is but 
most visitors come from 

typical suburban situations 
so the word “preserved” 
is open to interpretation. 
Without a steady stream 
of activists, NOTL would 
have gone the way of most 
small Ontario towns and 
become ugly and ripped 
apart by developers and 
regional traffic solutions.

The major tourist draw 
is the fact that this town 
has been “preserved” for 
so long. It’s different from 
all the other Ontario small 
towns that have been par-
tially wrecked by develop-
ment.

It hasn’t, however, man-
aged to avoid amalgama-
tion, brought in by the 
Conservative government 
of Mike Harris.

So what was the real 
NOTL is now referred to 
as Old Town and is gov-
erned by a council elected 
by the whole town, which 

includes a lot of people 
who think quite differently 
than Old Town residents.

The Old Town has 
always been way more 
expensive than the rest 
of the area because it has 
always attracted people 
who care about history and 
aesthetics.

It’s the Old Town and 
the well-groomed Niagara 
Parks bicycle paths and 
picnic areas that draw the 
tourists and this is why 
the sidewalks and bicycle 
paths are groaning with 
them all summer.

Meanwhile the residents 
who have been overlooked 
by all the small businesses 
that have sprung up to ser-
vice the “cone-lickers” are 
more and more besieged by 
the tourist crowd, and more 
and more taken for granted.

The residents of the 
original NOTL invest sub-

stantial amounts in their 
properties, which is why 
the properties are more 
expensive.

They get labelled as 
NIMBYs by some short-
sighted people. They 
often have to drive outside 
their community to shop 
because the main street is 
focused on tourists. There 
is no local main street for 
residents.

Many NOTL residents 
would gladly pay higher 
taxes to avoid rampant 
development but amalga-
mation changed all that. 
The result is the gradual 
degradation of the “golden 
tourist egg.”

And please don’t use 
the argument that people 
protested other develop-
ments that they now gladly 
accept. That’s ridiculous. 
They are different people.

New people who accept 

what is already here — 
because it’s here when they 
arrive. Most of the past 
protesters are dead now 
and they were not at all 
happy that they lost. It’s a 
constant battle.

The solution is to spread 
the inevitable development 
and new attractions, if you 
must have them, out into 
other areas of the amal-
gamated NOTL.

Don’t be a NIMBY if 
you live in another area. 
Help out. It’s easy for 
people to blame NIMBY-
ism on Old Town residents.

Do your part if you don’t 
like it. Draw tourism to 
other areas, like Virgil and 
the wineries. Allow the win-
eries to have hotels. Spread 
out the tourists, because 
the Old Town is swamped, 
maxed out and fed up.

Jackie Bonic
NOTL

Dear editor:
In an Aug. 22 letter, 

“Canada must stop supply-
ing weapons to Israel,” Kit 
Andres  says, “As Menno-
nites, we strongly condemn 
the weapons industry and 
those who profit from arms 
manufacturing and sales. 
It’s our responsibility as 
members of historic peace 
churches to speak up about 
injustice and oppression 
whenever and wherever we 
encounter it.”

So, wherever and when-
ever really? However, by 
including all Mennonites 
under one umbrella, it does 
not draw attention to a stand 
of antisemitism.

After Oct. 7, 2023, when 
a kibbutz in Israel was 
attacked by Hamas terror-
ists, whom you support, 
where were the protests 
after innocent babies died 
and women were raped 
and killed?

Or when the Iranian re-
gime was killing women for 
not properly wearing head 
coverings, or what Putin 
is doing in Ukraine, or the 
massacre of Christians in 
Sudan?

Where was your stance 
then? Now that Israel is de-
fending itself, you sharply 

condemn those who supply 
weapons so Israel can 
defend itself.

What about all the Chris-
tians being killed in China, 
Korea and elsewhere around 
the world? How about 
stopping the arms supply to 
Iran?

In the supplied picture 
of your protest, I see a sign 
that says “Let Gaza live” 
but none that says “Let 
Israel live.”

Does this mean it’s OK 
for terrorists to kill innocent 
Jews, but Jews are not al-
lowed to defend themselves?

I believe in the sanctity 
of life and in defending 
myself as well as those 
who are not able to defend 
themselves. So, Israel 
should not defend itself?

Such a stance is neither 
Mennonite nor Christian. 
Either support the Jews as 
scripture says to do or you 
support the terrorists.

Mennonites and Chris-
tians are not synonymous. 
The letter has no scriptural 
backup and says your group 
members are from “historic 
peace churches.”

Not me. I am unashamed 
to admit the truth.

George Heidebrecht
NOTL

Is the town protecting our interests?

Conservatives will hurt local news gathering

Spread out development across all of Niagara-on-the-Lake

Israel must be allowed 
to defend itself



August 29, 2024
Page 10Page 10

SPORTS

13TH ANNUAL SANDTRAP OPEN

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY

All proceeds go to
the Niagara
Children’s Centre
and Ronald
McDonald House

29 SEPT 
SUNDAY

ROYAL NIAGARA
 GOLF COURSE

CONTACT MATT: 905-394-2024

SHOTGUN
STARTS AT
12:00PM

4 PERSON
SCRAMBLE

FOOD & PRIZES BACK AT
SANDTRAP

$150 Hole Sponsorship 
Includes company logo at

 your designated hole.
September.15th.2024
 | 2:00PM - 5:00PM |

PAWSH AFTERNOONPAWSH AFTERNOON

www.oldeangelinn.com

To register your dog and purchase tickets scan:

Delicious Food
Contests 
Prizes
Doggy Bags
Adoptable Dog Parade
Vendors
and much more!

A high-tea hound affair 

The Olde Angel Inn, Beer Garden 

 Best Dressed1.
   2. Best Hair
   3. Best Matched Pair
   4. Best Dance Moves
   5. Best Trick
   6. Mr. Congeniality
   7. Miss Congeniality

Join us for: Categories

A portion of proceeds donated to charity

Staff
The Lake Report

It’s often jokingly nick-
named the “Divorce Cup,” 
but there’s no evidence of 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Golf Club’s annual Matri-
monial Tournament actually 
leading to marital strife.

However, the male-female 
alternate shot format cer-
tainly features some inter-
esting golf predicaments.

And they are usually the 
product of wild-shooting 
gentlemen knocking the ball 
into areas of the course that 
their straight-shooting part-
ners have never traversed, 
where they have to make 
shots they might never have 
previously contemplated.

That was the case again 
this year — but the friendly 
competition also featured 
some great golf.

Smooth-swinging lefty 
Jim McMacken credited his 
wife Janice’s shotmaking 
for helping them to claim 
the Matrimonial trophy.

It’s a net format, mean-
ing that after handicaps are 

calculated, a couple’s gross 
score minus their handicap 
is their final total.

The McMackens ended 
up at net 5-under 67 to take 
the title, edging out John 
Reynolds and Linda Wil-
liams (69) and Kevin Ma-
cLean and May Chang (70), 
the only other duos with a 
net score below par.

The best gross scores 
were recorded by two of the 
club’s top shooters, Stephen 
Warboys and Louise Rob-
itaille, the reigning women’s 

club champion.
They shot an enviable 

gross total of 4-over 76 (net 
72). Robitaille said a double 
bogey and a bogey on the 
same par-3 hole on both 
front and back nines hurt 
their score.

The McMackens had 
second low gross at 86, 
followed by MacLean and 
Chang at 88.

In other play last week, 
2024 club champion Ricky 
Watson was the top shooter 
in Thursday’s men’s league 

play, firing an even-par 36. 
Dave Jackson had the best 
Stableford score, with 24 
points.

Jeff Jacques was closest to 
the 150 marker on #1, Max 
Horning sank the longest 
putt on #2, Quinton Spagnol 
outdrove everyone else on 
#3, while closest to the hole 
shooters were Jeff Brook-
houser (#4) and McMacken 
(#9).

Gross skins, all for bird-
ies, went to Mark Der-
byshire (#1), McMacken 
(#2), Jared Mines (#5), 
Brodie Townley (#6), and 
Warboys (#7).

Net skins were won by 
Rob Chubey (#3), Townley 
(#6), Noel Morris (#7) and 
Horning (#8).

The two Teds were the top 
dogs in Tuesday’s WOOFs 
league play. Ted Carmichael 
and Ted Wiens both shot 
3-over 39 to take first place 
honours.

Rick Shultz was low net 
while Jeff Jacques won the 
hidden hole with a birdie 
on #7. Bruce Murdoch was 
closest to the pin on #4.

Jim and Janice McMacken won the Matrimonial tourney 
with a net score of 5-under 67. OWEN HOWELLS 

Marriages survive Matrimonial tourney

Staff
The Lake Report

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Golf Club will be looking 
for a new head pro after 
the sudden departure this 
week of first-year pro Max 
Murphy.

Murphy, 28, who was 
hired early this year after 
working as an assistant 
pro at the Cherry Hill 
Club in Fort Erie, “recent-
ly resigned,” the club’s 
owners said in a note to 
members on Wednesday 
morning.

Whoever takes over will 
be the third head pro at the 
club since longtime profes-
sional Billy Simkin left 
after the 2021 season.

He was succeeded by 
Keith Vant, who departed 
for the Glendale Golf Club 
in Hamilton this spring 
after two seasons in NOTL.

With Murphy leaving, 
club owners Eva Kes-
sel, Marc Forbes and Rob 
DiDomenico told members 
that golf operations will 
now be overseen by as-
sistants Darren Smith and 
Owen Howells.

Max Murphy is no longer the NOTL Golf Club pro. FILE

Pro departs NOTL Golf Club 
after less than one season
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The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Minor Hockey Association 
hosted its annual hockey 
equipment swap on Satur-
day.

The timing of the swap, 
which ran from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Meridian Credit 
Union Arena, worked out 
perfectly for parents and 
kids in sports, said team 
equipment manager Glen 
Davis.

The swap coincided with 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Soccer Club’s end-of-year 
festival, happening on the 
fields outside the arena.

And with the soccer sea-
son over and hockey season 
about to start, many of them 
got to pick up gear for when 
they hit the ice.

“Parents come and go 
between soccer games and 
here,” Davis said. 

For $10, players and 
parents could stop by to 
drop off outgrown equip-
ment and upgrade for some 
better-fitting threads. 

The arena was full of 
eager swappers at 10 a.m. 
before the games began at 
noon, Davis said.

Gary Friesen and his 
sons, Jack and Brock, were 
those who stopped by to 
swap out some equipment. 

Both boys walked out 
with a decent haul for the 
upcoming year. 

Carrie Plaskett, the soccer 
club’s president who doubles 

as volunteer co-ordinator 
for the hockey association, 
said that the day was a great 
success for both sports. 

“Both the clubs com-
municate to run things and 
it all works out perfectly,” 
she said. 
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

Jack and Brock Friesen check out new shin pads while Boyd Hopkins tries a new helmet 
out for size, during the equipment swap at the Meridian arena on Saturday. JULIA SACCO

As soccer players wrap it up, hockey 
players ‘gear up’ for new season

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 
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Stephen Ferley
Special to The Lake Report

The Shaw versus Stratford 
annual cricket match cel-
ebrated its golden anniver-
sary on Monday.

Every other year Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake hosts the 
encounter that was started 
back in 1974 by the two 
festivals’ companies, en-
sembles, support staff and 
management. 

The fixture brings 
NOTL’s cricket history into 
the present day — a history 
stretching back to the 1850s 
with the Niagara Grammar 
School Cricket Club and 
to 1862 with the birth of 
Niagara Cricket Club play-
ing at what we now know as 
Veterans Memorial Park.

The name of two of that 
club’s initial board of direc-

tors lives on in Paffard 
Street.   

In the 1970s, many 
ensemble members at both 
the Shaw and Stratford 
were over from England for 
the summer or were from 
countries with a cricketing 
history.

A cricket game between 
the two was a natural fit.

The captain of this year’s 
Shaw team, Jeff Irving 
notes, “With the guidance 
of folks like Butch Blake 
from Stratford, it just con-
tinued from then. Lots of 
people from both festivals 
involved and lots of fun, 
camaraderie and hopefully 
some good cricket.”

The historical record on 

the Butch Blake trophy 
indicates that Stratford have 
won 20 of the 35 games 
since 1989 and before this 
week’s game Stratford 
captain Emilio Vieira was 
heard to claim, “We aim 
to take the trophy back to 
Stratford with us today.”

Monday’s event was 
launched by NOTL town 
crier Tom Pekar together 
with a formal gun salute 
from the musket squad of 
Fort George. 

The game was social, 
friendly — and competitive. 
Serious but never over-the-
top.

Batters on both teams 
aimed to build an innings 
— not always easy on the 
matting wicket at Memorial 
Park and with an outfield 
not too conducive to stroke 
play along the ground.

Bowlers aimed to bowl a 
line and length. The ground 
fielding was enthusiastic 
with the concentration 
needed for the 40 overs 
and the three hours of each 
inning — with several ex-
cellent catches taken in the 
deep and very few unforced 
errors. 

Batting first, Stratford 
scored 196 from their 40 
overs. Captain Vieira top-
scored with 53.

Previous Shaw team cap-
tain Martin Happer picked 
up four for 13 off his four 
overs — proving that he’s 
squeezed in some valuable 
bowling practice between 
rehearsals and perfor-
mances for “One Man, Two 
Guvnors.”

In reply, the Shaw were all 
out for 186, falling 10 runs 
short in a tense finish.

Blake Wilson put to-
gether a consistent knock 
for 37 before falling to a 
caught-and-bowled. And 
Drew Plummer added 35, 
including three straight 
sixes that threatened the 
cars parked nearby.

Did Shaw miss the cricket 
experience of artistic direc-
tor Tim Carroll and board 
chair Ian Joseph, both 
unavailable for business 
reasons? Certainly.

Would their runs have 
made the difference? Dr. 
Patrick Martin, a knowl-
edgeable cricket fan 
visiting from St. Kitts and 
Nevis to watch his daugh-
ter Tama in the ensemble 
for the Shaw’s “My Fair 
Lady” answers knowingly, 
“Possibly.” 

No worries. There’s al-
ways next year. In Stratford.   

Onlookers watched closely as this batter attempted to 
take a shot. The long-running Shaw vs. Stratford game was 
played from noon to 6 p.m. JULIA SACCO

Stratford edges Shaw in 50th annual cricket match

Continued from Front Page

the Exchange, David Green 
has seen it all — from navi-
gating performances behind 
glass during COVID-19 to 
recording his own comedy 
album.

But on Aug. 29, 30 and 31, 
something extra special is 
brewing.

Green, the man behind 
the comedy magic set to 
take place at the Exchange, 
could hardly wait to share 
what’s in store.

They have had some great 
shows here over the years, 
but this one is going to be 
something else, he said.

The weekend kicks off 
on Thursday night with a 
family-friendly magic show 
by Anthony Lindan at 7 
p.m., setting the stage for a 
weekend of diverse enter-
tainment.

But if you’re looking for 
something a bit more in-
teractive, Friday’s 19-and-
over Family Battle Night 
at 8 p.m. might be right up 
your alley.

Picture this: a live version 
of Family Feud, hosted by 
crowd-favorite comedian 
Liam Kelly, where four local 
families duke it out for glory 
and prizes, said Green.

“It’s Family Feud, but live 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake,” 
said Green.

Green’s inspiration for 
this summer send-off comes 
from the desire to bring 
more excitement to down-
town and create a diverse 
lineup that offers something 
for everyone.

Saturday night, starting 
at 8 p.m., Cullen and Locke 
will take the stage for a 
19-and-over August All-
Stars comedy show.

These two aren’t just any 
comedians—they’re some 
of Canada’s top comics, 
used to playing in huge the-
aters but excited to perform 
in the intimate setting of 
The Exchange, said Green.

The Exchange Brewery’s 
unique atmosphere, where 
the audience is up close and 
personal with the perform-
ers, has made it a favorite 
spot for both comedians and 
guests, he said.

With seating for just over 
30 people, every show feels 
like an exclusive experience, 
said Green.

“The Exchange brewery is 
just such a special venue for 
these performances. It’s so 
small and so intimate. The 
crowd is so close to each 
other. The shows there are 
just electric,” he said.

“There’s nobody hiding at 
the back in the shadows—
it’s just a different feeling 
when everyone’s so close 

together, being so friendly 
and positive. It’s always a 
good time,” he said.

When Green first started 
hosting shows at the Ex-
change, comedy venues in 
Niagara were few and far 
between.

But that has since 
changed.

“The scene has been 
flourishing in the last few 
years, and there’s a lot more 
comedy clubs and venues to 
go to now,” he said.

“It’s exciting to be part 
of this growth and to help 
bring laughter to more 
people while inspiring oth-
ers to dive into comedy.”

For those planning to at-
tend, there’s street parking 
nearby the brewery, located 
at 7 Queen St., that’s free 
after 8 p.m.

And if you’re thinking 
of making a night of it, the 
Exchange also offers dinner 
and show packages, with all 
the details available on their 
website, exchangebrewery.
com.

Green’s tip: arrive early, 
take a stroll down to the ga-
zebo on the water and then 
head back to the brewery 
for some top-tier comedy 
paired with their finest 
brews.

Comedy festival comes to Exchange  
for three days, August 29 to 31

Labour Day Party!Labour Day Party!
BBQBBQ

LIVE MUSICLIVE MUSIC

50/5050/50

SPECIALSSPECIALS

Sun. Sept. 1stSun. Sept. 1st

Honky tonk heroesHonky tonk heroes
with thewith the 1-7 pm1-7 pm

2-6 pm2-6 pm
410 King St. |  905-468-2353  |  legion124@gmail.com

Festival Market
Grace United Church

222  Victoria Street, NOTL

Sat., August 31, 2024
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Breakfast starts at 8:00 am

Lunch starts at 11:30 am

Home Baking
Jams, Jellies and Preserves

Handmade Items
Estate and Treasures Sale

Jewelry
Fruits and Vegetables

Get ready for three nights of comedy at the Exchange 
brewery in NOTL, including a Family Feud night.
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The Green Scene is now digital!
Receive quarterly updates 
on waste management, 
transportation and  
water-wastewater events 
and services.

Use the QR code or visit 
niagararegion.ca/
waste to join the Green 
Scene mailing list.

Questions? Email  
greenscene@niagararegion.ca

Staff
The Lake Report

The Niagara Symphony 
Orchestra is welcoming 
Adam Scime to captain the 
helm of its ship.

The longtime composer 
and performer will be as-
suming the position of the 
symphony orchestra’s new 
executive director, starting 
Sept. 2.

Scime has served in 
leadership roles in arts 
organizations such as Kaeja 
d’Dance, New Music Con-
certs and FAWN Chamber 
Creative. He holds a doctor-
ate of musical arts from the 
University of Toronto.

In a media release from 
Aug. 23, Scime said he is 
honoured to join “an ex-
traordinary orchestra and its 
community.”

“I believe in the power of 
music to inspire, unite, and 
uplift, and I am committed 
to working alongside the 
entire Niagara Symphony 
Orchestra community to 
continue our exciting jour-
ney,” his statement read.

The orchestra is prepar-
ing for its 76th season 
with several performances 
scheduled from now until 
next June.

For more information, 
visit niagarasymphony.com/
concerts.

NSO’s new executive director Adam Scime. SUPPLIED

Niagara Symphony 
Orchestra welcomes  
new executive director

Staff
The Lake Report

The RiverBrink Art 
Museum has a calendar of 
events coming up as sum-
mer comes to an end and we 
welcome autumn:

ON THE BRINK 
Installation Art Festival — 

Aug. 31 to Sept. 1
Starting this weekend, 

on Aug. 31 and Sept. 1, 
RiverBrink will host an 
installation art festival, a 
two-day outdoor exhibi-
tion of installation art — 
large-scale, mixed-media 
constructions — on the 
grounds of the art museum 
in Queenston, overlooking 
the Niagara River.

This event is set to be 
the first in what will be an 
annual showcase of instal-
lation art in the heart of 
Niagara.

RiverBrink hopes to 
celebrate the creativity and 
innovation of artists in and 
around the region, including 
Olivia Hope, Warren Quig-
ley, Donna Szoke, Quintin 
Teszeri and Kathy Thomas.

The festival will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday, with 
remarks and a tour being of-
fered on Aug. 31 at 2 p.m.

ARTIST TALK with 
Dianne Davis — Sept. 14
Coming up in September, 

Dianne Davis, the artist 
behind RiverBrink’s cur-
rent exhibition “We Live 
the Opposite, Dar(l)ing,” 
will host an artist talk on 
Saturday, Sept. 14 — the 
final day of the exhibition 
this year.

“We Live the Opposite, 
Dar(l)ing,” which opened 
to the public at RiverBrink 
in May, is a reimagining of 

Niagara’s past through a his-
torical queer lens, featuring 
fictional characters that pay 
homage to queer artists, cul-
ture and legacies in history.

Davis will be at River-
Brink on Sept. 14 at 12 p.m. 
for the talk. There will be 
a Q&A period, followed by 
refreshments.

Admission is by donation: 
to RSVP, contact program-
ming and curatorial assis-
tant Moyu Chen at mchen@
riverbrink.org.

OFF THE WALLS 
RiverBrink Art Sale  

— Oct. 25 to 27
Finally, coming down 

the pike this October, 
RiverBrink is hosting its 
biannual art sale, this year 
called Off the Walls, taking 
place from Friday, Oct. 
25 (which will include an 
opening preview reception) 
to Sunday, Oct. 27.

RiverBrink is inviting 
people to donate their works 
of art for this fundraiser, 
which supports both pro-
gramming and exhibitions 
at the art museum, plus 
improved accessibiltiy to 
the grounds.

Through the fundraiser, 
RiverBrink is also helping 
to support the next phase of 
the restoration of the Upper 
Canada Heritage Trail.

RiverBrink is seek-
ing paintings, drawings, 
prints, photographs and 
watercolours, both histori-
cal and contemporary. Tax 
receipts will be provided 
for donations.

For more information, 
contact Chen at mchen@
riverbrink.org.

To learn more about 
what’s happening at the  
RiverBrink Art Museum, 
visit riverbrink.org.

Admission is free for the “On the Brink” art exhibit at 
RiverBrink from Aug. 31 to Sept. 1. SUPPLIED

Lots coming up at RiverBrink Art Museum
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“ONE MAN,  
TWO GUVNORS” *****  (out of five) 

Festival Theatre, 2 hours, 35 
minutes, one intermission. 
Ends Oct. 13.
By Richard Bean. Based 
on “The Servant of Two 
Masters” by Carlo Goldoni. 
Songs by Grant Olding.  
Director: Chris Abraham.

Penny-Lynn Cookson
Special to The Lake Report

Love it or hate it? There’s 
no in-between on this one.

“One Man, Two Guvnors” 
is a ribald, rollicking, rau-
cous, roaring hit. To dismiss 
it with disdain, as some have, 
is beyond chacun à sans goût 
— it is to miss the point.  

Its absurdity is the absur-
dity of life, of the human 
condition, to see our foibles 
and follies and to laugh, 
belly laughs, tears roll-
ing down our cheeks at a 
shared theatrical event of 
pure comedic entertainment 
superbly delivered.

In 2011, the London 
National Theatre production 
directed by Nicholas Hytner 
and starring James Corden 
was wildly successful.

A year later, the play was 
on the West End and on 
Broadway, achieving wider 
acclaim and awards. And 
now, we have a superb Shaw 
production.

Richard Bean’s play is 
based on Carlo Goldoni’s “Il 
servitore di due padroni,” 
written in 1745 about a 
clever servant named Truf-
faldino who gets into dif-
ficulties trying to outsmart 
his two employers at the 
same time.  

Bean’s servant is Francis 
Henshall (an outstanding 
Peter Fernandes): awk-
ward, deceitful, easily 
confused, dim but loyal 
and primarily interested in 
filling his copiously empty 
stomach. He is also Harle-
quin in a checked suit.

The story has its roots in 
the traditions of the Italian 
commedia dell’arte perfor-
mances, beginning in the 
16th century with charla-
tans hawking wares and 
vagabond actors playing 
stock characters in urban 
marketplaces.

These performances 
appealed to all levels of so-
ciety and soon spread across 
Europe from the streets to 
the courts of the nobility 
and emperors.

Goldoni took these stock 
characters and made them 
recognizable social types 
regardless of place or time. 
His original plots had wit 
and humour relevant to 
social values.

Theatre was tied to 
reality, dramatic action 
controlled. Masks were 
abandoned but the mas-
querade continued.

We see these characters 

in Bean’s Brighton, U.K. 
It is 1963 and there’s a 
carousel of music on the 
Brighton Pier.

A skiffle band is playing. 
Isn’t that Ringo? John? Cilla 
Black? No horses, but a 
Vespa whizzes by on stage.

The characters are 
Pantalone, the “elderly” 
cuckolded husband who 
wishes to marry off his 
daughter against her will 
for his financial gain. This 
is middle-class Charlie 
Clench, well-played by Tom 
Rooney with a bad toupée.    

Pauline Clench (Jade 
Repeta) is a Columbine 
with an overheated libido 
for the Lover, an aspir-
ing young actor named 
Alan (André Morin) who 
poses in foppish commedia 
dell’arte positions at every 
opportunity.  

Patrick Galligan is the 
Dottore, the hyper, narcis-
sistic, long-winded lawyer 
in a wide pinstriped suit 
tossing out Latin phrases 
and making no sense.  

Scaramouche is the insuf-
ferable Stanley Stubbers, 
an upright, uptight, hot-
tempered snob fond of the 
bottle and intrigue, won-
derfully played by Martin 
Happer.

Kiera Sangster is a flirta-
tious and sexy Dolly, the 
bookkeeper and would-be 
amour of Francis, come-
hithering with a beehive 
hairdo topped by an inno-
cent bow.  

The double gender 
act of Roscoe/Rachel is 
fiercely played by Fiona 
Byrne, curiously looking 
like Charlie Chaplin. As 
the long-suffering waiter, 
Graeme Somerville is 
tasked with training a dot-
tering, shaky new server 
named Alfie. 

Alfie is Matt Alfano, 
the epitome of Pierrot, the 
melancholy, white-haired, 
white-faced, defenceless 
servant with hanging arms 
in his oversized white 
jacket.

He is also the Lazzi, the 
comic acrobat who kept the 
scenes going at a ferocious 
pace as he tumbled down-
stairs, staggered upstairs 
and was continually bashed.

His was a technically bril-
liant performance that had 
the audience gasping and 
moaning with dread and 
laughing.

This show gave us com-
media dell’arte traditions 
including audience par-
ticipation, the importance 
of serving wine and fine 
food in silver dishes, greed, 
consumer fixations, loves 
lost and found, loneliness, 
murder and mayhem, cross 
identities, gender confusion, 
non-stop laughs, superb 
direction and marvellous 
production values. 

A winner on all counts. 
Penny-Lynn Cookson is 

an arts and culture histo-
rian, writer and lecturer liv-
ing in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

‘One Man, Two Guvnors’  
a roaring hit with non-stop laughs

Fiona Byrne as Rachel Crabbe, André Morin as Alan Dangle, Jade Repeta as Pauline Clench and Allan Louis as Lloyd 
Boateng in “One Man, Two Guvnors.” Arts columnist Penny-Lynn Cookson gives the show a rave review. DAVID COOPER

Have an opinion 
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to 
editor@niagaranow.com
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Details of the 2025 season 
of the Shaw Festival have 
been unveiled: theatregoers 
can expect a lavish produc-
tion of a mythical classic, 
thrills, comedic beats — 
and one production whose 
story hits close to home.

The Shaw’s 63rd season 
runs from April 9 to Dec. 
21, and will mark the final 
year of productions hosted 
at the Royal George Theatre 
on Queen Street before it 
is closed to the public after 
more than four decades of 
hosting the Shaw’s works.

“We’re really excited to 
have the chance to continue 
showcasing all the talents of 
the Shaw company and the 
different ways that we bring 
art to life,” said artistic 
director Tim Carroll.

“We’ve made it a focus 
this season to engage and 
interact with our audience a 
bit more as well, because it’s 
good for the spirit.”

Debuting next summer at 
the Royal George Theatre, 
“Murder-on-the-Lake” is 
a whodunit drama by Re-
becca Northan and Bruce 
Horak that sees Niagara-
on-the-Lake assume the 
role of “tranquil town 
rocked by a shocking mur-
der” from classic mystery 
tales — and it’ll be up to a 
randomly chosen member 
of the audience to assist in 
solving the crime.

“Murder-on-the-Lake,” 
from the same creators of 
2023’s “The Game of Love 
and Chance,” previews July 
26 and runs until Oct. 4.

Also at the Royal George 

for the summer, “Major 
Barbara” is Bernard Shaw’s 
provocative 1907 three-
act play about a Salvation 
Army officer’s moral clash 
with her arms manufacturer 
father. Directed by Peter 
Hinton-Davis, it previews 
June 1 and closes Oct. 5.

There’s also “Tons of 
Money,” Will Evans and 
Arthur Valentine’s 1920s 
farce that sees one Aubrey 
Allington devise a scheme 
to fake his own death and 
steal the identity of his 
long-lost cousin, in order to 
inherit his fortune. It pre-
views April 11 and closes 
Oct. 5.

Over at the Festival The-
atre, C.S. Lewis’ beloved 
tale of how four children’s 
lives are transformed after 
they’re transported from the 
English countryside to the 
fantastical world of Narnia, 
“The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe” previews at 
the festival on April 9.

This production, co-

adapted for the stage by 
Selma Dimitrijevic and 
Carroll, marks the culmina-
tions of the “Chronicles of 
Narnia” cycle at the Shaw 
and runs until Oct. 4.

Also at the Festival The-
atre, Cole Porter’s “Any-
thing Goes” brings more 
music and tap-dancing fun 
to the stage: nightclub singer 
Reno Sweeney embarks on a 
transatlanic aboard the S.S. 
American and navigates 
love triangles, mistaken 
identities and comical mis-
understandings. It previews 
May 2 and closes Oct. 4.

For something a bit dif-
ferent, previewing June 25 
is Frederick Knott’s “Wait 
Until Dark,” a suspense-
filled thriller about a young 
woman in New York, who 
recently lost her sight and 
becomes the target of a 
gang of criminals and must 
use her wits to survive. It 
runs until Oct. 5.

Then, over at the Jackie 
Maxwell Studio Theatre, 

look out for productions of 
Will Eno’s “Gnit,” preview-
ing June 19, and Pearl Cle-
age’s “Blues of an Alabama 
Sky,” previewing Aug. 2 — 
both shows close Oct. 4.

Meanwhile, at the Shaw’s 
Spiegeltent, an adaption of 
correspondence between 
Bernard Shaw and actress 
Mrs. Patrick Campbell — 
real name Stella Tanner — 
whom Shaw was besotted 
with and infuriated by, 
called “Dear Liar.”

This two-hander play 
follows their relationship 
through the letters they 
wrote to one another and 
scenes written for Tanner. 
“Dear Liar” previews May 
18 and closes Sept. 18.

For the holiday season, 
Irving Berlin’s “White 
Christmas” is back at the 
Festival Theatre, directed by 
Kate Henning and running 
from Nov. 7 to Dec. 21.

Ending off both the 
year and the tenure of the 
Royal George Theatre, a 
holiday production of “A 
Christmas Carol,” directed 
by Carroll, will preview at 
the theatre, its final show 
before the theatre closes its 
doors for good. “A Christ-
mas Carol” will run from 
Nov. 1 to Dec. 21.

Also new next season is 
a change to performance 
times: matinee shows will 
start 1 p.m. instead of 2 
p.m., while evening shows 
will begin at 7 p.m. instead 
of 8 p.m.

Tickets for the Shaw 
Festival’s 63rd season, once 
available, can be purchased 
through the box office at 
1-800-511-SHAW (7429) 
and online at shawfest.com.

The 2025 season will be the last chance to catch a show in 
the Royal George Theatre as it’s known today. FILE

Shaw Festival announces 2025 lineup

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Wells of Hope is celebrat-
ing 20 years of helping 
those in need access clean 
water, education and basic 
health care. 

Founded in 2004, Wells 
of Hope is a team of nu-
merous volunteers across 
the Niagara Peninsula 
that has worked to build 
wells and schools, provide 
school supplies, collect, 
transport and distribute 
goods and organize medi-

cal and dental clinics in 
Guatemala. 

Scott Maxwell, the orga-
nization’s chair, said that the 
20th anniversary celebration 
will be an evening of “help-
ing those who have helped 
so many.”

On Friday, Sept. 13 at 
Queen’s Landing, guests 
can enjoy wine and food 
from NOTL wineries, 
distilleries, breweries and 
restaurants, music from 
Ron Dewberry and Juliet 
Dunn’s Dance Band and 
the chance to participate in 
a raffle.

There will also be a 
presentation to highlight 
the different pillars of the 
organization’s charitable 
status, including education, 
welfare, agriculture and 
water, Maxwell said. 

“There will be presenta-
tions on each of those, so 
people understand where 
Wells of Hope was 20 
years ago and where we are 
today,” he said. 

Since its conception in 
2004, Maxwell said Wells 
of Hope has constructed 
more than 30 wells, more 
than 30 school additions, 

two medical clinics, several 
bridges, over 10,000 packs 
of hope and around 60 indi-
vidual homes.

In addition, Wells of Hope 
has spawned two other 
groups that have set up their 
own ministries in Guatema-
la’s Jalapa region to do work 
in aiding abused women 
and girls and feeding the 
hungry. 

To be a part of the cele-
bration, tickets are available 
for the 20th anniversary 
online at wellsofhope.com/
events/657 for $100 each. 
juliasacco@niagaranow.com

Wells of Hope hosts 20th anniversary gala
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#1 Real Estate Team**

#1 on Google Trends***

#1 in Client Service***

#1 in Web Traffic***

#1 RE/MAX Team Canada
†

#2 RE/MAX Team Worldwide
†

#2 on Toronto Real Estate Board
††

Million-dollar marketing system!

Call 905-641-0308 
or visit RobGolfi .com

*Rob Golfi , Sales Representative.    **Based on unit sales and $ volume of closed transactions in RAHB Jan 1, 2020 - Dec 31, 2021.     *** Source: Google Trends and Google Reviews     †Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team 
Residential, 2022.     ††Source: REDATUM Agents by units – listing and selling combined performance in TRREB Jan 1 - June 30, 2022.  RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi  Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

Call the brand that 
gets your home

#1

#1

#1

#1

gets your home NOTICED!

Rob Golfi  SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Born, raised and living 
in Niagara and loving it!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!

10 David Lowrey Court
4 Bedroom • 4 Bath • $1,999,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

12 Firelane 11A Road
3+1 Bedroom • 4 Bath • $2,850,000

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

22 Creekside Drive
2+2 Bedroom • 3 Bath • $1,579,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Jodey Porter
Special to The Lake Report

At 72, I have had an 
extensive career as a senior 
Ontario public servant. 
I’ve been an Ontario Hu-
man Rights commissioner, 
a member of the United 
Nations Council on Hu-
man Rights and executive 
director of the Canadian 
Diabetes Association. 

I’ve also been mostly 
blind, most of my life and 
this past March I travelled 
to New Jersey to meet 
the canine companion 
that will enable me to 
recapture my life.

Like most people my age, 
I thought there wasn’t much 
more I needed to learn to 
fulfil my life’s aspirations.

Now, as a first-time 
student at The Seeing Eye 
Guide Dog School, I have 
just 25 days to absorb 
everything I need to start a 
new life. It’s like learning to 
walk, talk and think all over 
again.

Here’s the backstory.

*****

When people see guide 
dogs with their partners 
walking down the street, 
it looks so simple, so easy, 
so flawless, all in harmony, 
all in tune, all working 
forward.

You just cannot imagine 
how wickedly and brutally 
difficult all this is to learn. 

Doc is 19 months old, full 
of extraordinary energy and 
knows a lot more than I do 
about what is on the road 
ahead. It is a complex dance 
without music. It is gymnas-
tics class without sight.

A sightless person is 
directing the dog who sees, 
hears and senses so much 
more than the owner. I must 
learn each of the many 
orders he has spent his life 
learning and accompany 
each with just the right 
physical gesture to make 
sure we communicate.

On our first working day 
together, we walked down a 
busy street in Morristown, 
N.J.,  with obstacles placed 
intentionally in our way — 
pylons on the street, traffic 
roaring ahead of us (a car 
driven by one of the instruc-
tors), people who come up 
and try to be friendly with 
your dog when it’s working.

We walked and walked 
and walked and walked. 

I have learned about out-
fitting Doc with something 
called a working harness, a 
gentle leader, short leashes, 
long leashes and on and 
on. There are ways to find 
empty chairs in dining 
rooms, ways to settle your 

dog under a table, ways to 
give and not give your dog 
food and water. 

There is an extraordinary 
regimen to live by and live 
up to, and it is all about 
creating a team.

How did we do? Well, 
I’m not sure Doc was very 
proud of his user, but we did 
pretty darn well. 

We did walk straight into 
the pylon obstacle, but Doc 
saved me from the fake 
traffic accident, was not dis-
tracted by random dogs and 
remained solidly focused 
on the goal ahead, moving 
forward, safely, checking 
how I was doing. All rather 
incredible. 

Pretty wild when you put 
our new partnership into a 
living, breathing, mechanical 
world with cars, dogs, kids, 
homeless people and even an 
early St. Patrick’s Day pa-
rade. It is sensory overload. 

This is so incredibly hard 
and even though I have 
spent most of my lifetime 
in a world of visual impair-
ment I had no idea how 
complex and challenging 
the task would be.

As the days pass, we have 
no time to become overcon-
fident. 

We traverse shopping 
malls, deal with escalators, 
cross busy streets, around 
traffic circles and crossing 
islands, through pedestrian 
walkways. Always distrac-
tions, distractions. And 
then there is the terror of 
unpredictable cars and inat-
tentive drivers. 

A growing partnership 
between dog and owner, 
hoping to be safe.   

It’s a lot to digest and a 
lot to achieve. I have been 
through security checks at 
courthouses, up-and-down 
staircases, across the entire 
town of Morristown, small 
streets, country roads, into 
the heart of a vibrant com-
mercial town centre. 

We take a bus ride, then 
get onto a train for a big ad-
venture into New York City. 

There’s lots to learn on 
the way. Plenty of new 
commands, nuances and 
physical and verbal gestures 
to be memorized, made part 
of our two-entity capability. 
Frankly, it is all outside the 
realm of what we expect as 
people. 

By now you will realize 
that there is an incredible 
team of people who make 
this all happen.

Since Seeing Eye Inc. 
was established in 1929, 
the organization has cre-
ated 18,200 partnerships 
and now serves some 280 
new and returning students 
each year. 

There are 180 staff 
members with 35 full-time 
instructors responsible for 
training the dogs and the 
students. 

Each partnership costs 
about $75,000 and none of it 
comes from government or 
insurance. I paid just $150 
in tuition. The rest comes 
from foundations, corpora-
tions and other gifts.

This is a family, make 
no mistake, and the dogs 
and people and teachers 
and managers and histori-
ans and funders all move 
together toward a single 
end — freedom.

Next: I’ll offer an inkling 
of who some of my fellow 
students are and what 
makes them tick.

NOTL resident Jodey 
Porter is a former provin-
cial assistant deputy minis-
ter of health and member of 
the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission. Her story is 
told in collaboration with 
writer Tim Taylor.

Learning to walk and live with Doc the guide dog

Jodey Porter and Doc 
check out the statue of 
Seeing Eye Guide Dog 
School founder Morris 
Frank and his dog Buddy in 
downtown Morristown, N.J. 
SUPPLIED
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Last issue’s answers

EXTR
A SPICY

Crossword Puzzle
Across
9. Deserted settlement (5,4)
10. Shout of greeting (5)
11. Artist’s support (5)
12. Square one (9)
13. Helps drivers see (8)
14. Most secure (6)
15. Whirlpool (4)
16. More unfavourable (5)
18. Grant to the needy (4)
22. Arrest (6)
24. Railway track supports (8)
25. Long-armed anthropoid ape (5-4)
27. Anaesthetic (5)
29. Boat spines (5)
30. Flattery (5,4)
Down
1. Look at amorously (4)
2. Ate (8)
3. Smart (7)
4. Broad-brimmed straw hat (8)
5. Obstacle (4)
6. Gossip (4-3)
7. Mountain plant (6)
8. Diva (10)
13. Rope-like hairstyle (10)
17. Prevented from speaking (8)
19. Get too hot (8)
20. Revulsion (7)
21. Arid areas (7)
23. Merchant (6)
26. Protruding tooth (4)
28. Garden tool (4)

GAMES

Have some fun

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND  
OPERATED

GREG SYKES
When you CALL GREGCALL GREG,, you GET GREGGET GREG..

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
905.329.3484
CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

STEPHANIE FARREVAN MCCAUGHEY* GREG SYKES* CLAIRE MCNEVAN*@TheSykesTeam   TheSykesTeam.com
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COMMENTARY

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

Looking back, it seems 
like forever.

First, Jan forgot the odd 
appointment or lost the odd 
financial statement preparing 
the 2008 income tax mate-
rial for our accountant — all 
easy enough to write off.

But one day, Jan became 
lost driving home from her 
daughter’s home in Fonthill 
and bit by bit, cut back on 
how far or where she would 
drive for appointments un-
less accompanied by me or 
a friend — and soon, there 
were other cues. 

Jan was an excellent 
weaver, good enough to 
take on commissions, but 
began to make mistakes that 
were frustratingly difficult 
to recognize and figure out 
how to fix.

With reading, Jan found 
it increasingly difficult 
to keep track of who was 
who in novels and the 
plot and took to keep-
ing a running tally of the 
characters in books she 
was reading before she 
would finally give up on 
this or that book, say-
ing something like, “I 
just couldn’t get into that 
book” or other version of 
her growing frustration 
with what had been one of 
her favorite pasttimes.

With that and other 
frustrations, such as losing 
her way within Niagara-
on-the-Lake or constantly 
losing house or car keys, Jan 
became increasingly anx-
ious and developed frequent 
visual phenomena typical of 
migraine — a sure indica-
tion of stress.

Like her father, Jan was a 
social person who enjoyed 
people, but as time went 
by, she became quieter, less 
comfortable visiting with 
others — except those with 
whom she was most famil-
iar — and her world outside 
our home gradually shrunk 
to the Pillar and Post’s 
morning aquafit classes, 
choir practices and church 
services at St. Marks. 

Some of those moments 
were frightening, such as 
the time when she became 
bewildered and lost trying 
to find her way home from 
the Prince of Wales, or the 
mysterious man she report-
ed in the parking lot at the 
Pillar and Post who claimed 
he was an insurance agent, 
to whom she gave what was 
left in her purse.

Those and other unnerv-
ing moments were the ones 
Jan told us about, but as my 
daughter Martha reminded 
me, there were probably 
many other unwitnessed, 
scary moments for Jan 
she didn’t tell us about or 
remember. 

About this time, we hired 
a young woman, who was 
good-natured and kind, 
to help Jan out for several 
hours a day while I was 
away before switching Jan 
to Upper Canada’s day pro-
gram for two years. 

During the latter period, 

Jan developed the “slumps,” 
for want of a better term, 
in which for example at the 
Stagecoach Restaurant, Jan 
would slump to one side 
unresponsive for a few min-
utes before coming to, as if 
nothing had happened.

These became increas-
ingly common, especially in 
stressful situations or even 
at home, when sometimes 
she would slump to the 
floor and recover in a few 
minutes. 

Jan was thoroughly 
investigated at the Niagara 
Falls hospital, but no obvi-
ous treatable cause was 
found for the “slumps” and 
because of the falls and 
now severe memory and 
cognitive declines, Jan was 
admitted to Niagara Long 
Term Care Residence in 
2019 — half a year before 
COVID-19 struck with a 
vengeance in late 2019 and 
early 2020, before vaccines 
were available.

Like several other resi-
dents, Jan caught COVID 
and for several weeks was 
very disoriented and when 
once they switched her to 
another room for isolation 
purposes, she kept wan-

dering back to her former 
room, bed and bathroom. 

For the next several 
years, including the switch 
to Pleasant Manor, Jan was 
reasonably stable with little 
evidence of further cogni-
tive decline but like many 
of the residents at both 
institutions, Jan failed to 
develop friendships or even 
talk with other residents 
despite seeing one another 
everyday and close up at 
mealtimes.

No surprise, her natural 
language skills withered 
away except for short sen-
tences or phrases prompted 
by a staff member or me.

Now, toward the end of 
her second year in Pleasant 
Manor and the 16th year of 
her dementia, Jan is failing 
again.

Left alone, she’s apt to 
dose off and pay little atten-
tion to what’s going on, has 
developed abnormal flicking 
and tremulous movements 
and there have been periods 
lasting several hours when 
she’s hard to rouse and, 
most recently, seems to be 
losing the sense of how to 
swallow and coughs a lot.

The latter two suggest that 

swallowing is beginning to 
fail and as a result, she aspi-
rates, something that carries 
a high risk of pneumonia 
and one of nature’s common 
exit ramps at this stage of 
the disease. 

Looking back, Jan’s 
history is typical of Al-
zheimer’s disease, although 
she also has MRI evidence 
of two old small ischemic 
strokes – a common enough 
combination.

The periods of unrespon-
siveness are probably epi-
leptic in origin and related 
to the cumulative effects of 
the disease on her brain, but 
impossible to treat without 
making her even drowsier 
and less responsive. 

Even so, I love to visit Jan 
and that part that I love is 
still there.

On good days, Jan knows 
precisely who I am and 
responds to cuddling and 
holding hands and most of 
my bad jokes, sometimes 
with her own comeback 
comments poking fun at me.

So, in some of the most 
important ways, I haven’t 
lost Jan and more impor-
tant, the warm, social Jan 
is still there. 

The title of this essay 
speaks to the long road 
travelled by Jan and I and 
similar roads traveled by 
other residents and their 
partners and best friends.

Alzheimer’s is a long-haul 
disease — what Martha 
calls a “brutal living dis-
ease.”

There is reasonable hope 
that more effective anti-
amyloid and tau drugs given 
early enough — ideally, 
well before any clinical 
symptoms — could pre-

vent the progression of the 
disease. 

The importance of clear-
ing the brain of as much 
tau and beta-amyloid is 
underlined because of 
recent speculation that both 
can act like prions – that is 
these abnormally shaped 
proteins are capable of 
inducing the same changes 
in normal versions of these 
protein as Nobel laure-
ate Venki Ramakrishnan 
speculates in his 2024 
book, “Why We Die.”

Recent evidence also 
suggests that the Shingrix 
vaccine, which significantly 
reduces the risk of shingles, 
may also reduce the risk 
of Alzheimer’s — possibly 
because it reduces the load 
of the chickenpox virus, 
which, like other viruses, 
long stays in the body, and 
might play a role in trigger-
ing Alzheimer’s.

However, we’re not there 
yet, because many of the 
current drugs are associ-
ated with bleeding in the 
brain — an unacceptable 
risk for someone being 
treated, who has been 
identified by biological 
markers in the brain, CSF 
and blood as having AD 
but otherwise is well. 

Hear about Alzheimer’s 
and aging in general at the 
upcoming series at the Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake Library, 
beginning Sept. 4 at 2 p.m. 
Please register with Debbie 
Krause.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

The long road travelled and hope for future

A global leader in 
hearing healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves 
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator 
and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test.

Book a complimentary hearing test today at 905.468.9176
504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

Dr. William Brown and his wife Jan, who suffers from 
Alzheimer’s disease. SUPPLIED

John Sayers
Special to The Lake Report

This year’s Festival Mar-
ket at Grace United Church 
on Saturday, Aug. 31, from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., is going to be 
a big hit with every shop-
ping fan. A real home run.

Of course, the first big hit 
is the breakfast, designed 
to fortify you for a morn-
ing of rewarding shopping. 
Or afterward, as you sit at a 
table and contemplate your 
purchasing successes while 

enjoying a late breakfast.
Second might be the 

baking tables with lots of 
scrumptious baked goods, 
especially for the early birds.

Third is the wonderful 
world of jams and sauces. 
If you missed the Peach 
Festival sale, you might still 
be able to find some Colonial 
Sauce or some Saskatoon 
Berry jam.

There also is a new arrival, 
what I call Citrus Magic 
marmalade. 

Sometimes I visualize the 

geniuses in the Grace United 
jam kitchen as sort of like the 
mad scientist in the movie 
“Back to the Future.”

And like him, the new Cit-
rus Magic marmalade works. 
The result is a happy blend of 
grapefruit, orange and lemon 
flavours.

Made in a limited quantity, 
Citrus Magic marmalade 
may not remain in stock 
beyond the purchases of those 
early birds. So arrive early.

The Treasures Sale is fea-
tured inside the church hall. 

With real treasures, like the 
elegant vintage Georg Jensen 
Danish silver carving set in 
the classic Acorn pattern that 
can cost you over $1,000 U.S. 
online — but only a small 
fraction of that at Grace.

If silver isn’t your thing, 
maybe one or more of a trio 
of cast iron antique pots 
would add to your fireplace 
décor.

And at the fireplace you 
could later sit back and watch 
the dancing flames while 
quaffing a pint of beer in one 

of a pair of engraved, num-
bered cut-glass Edward VIII 
Coronation souvenir mugs 
that were once in the collec-
tion of an earlier Governor 
General, the late Vincent 
Massey.

They are from a limited 
edition by famed British 
glassmaker Thomas Goode 
and came from a Wadding-
ton’s auction of the Massey 
Estate many years ago.

One more of many gems – 
an early Art Nouveau Gouda-
style lamp that can be dated 

to early in the last century.
The delicate and fragile 

original parchment shade 
confirms its early dating. This 
isn’t a silent auction. No wait-
ing to find whether you were 
the winning bidder. 

And a special large dona-
tion has enabled us to set up a 
stunning display of costume 
jewelry to present all the 
bright, attractive baubles in 
the horde. It’s in the hall near 
the Treasures.

See you at the sale. It’s sure 
to be a hit.

Grace United’s Festival Market fundraiser touches all the bases



Great Gorge 
Route, Part 2
Continuing with our Great 

Gorge Route theme, here is a 
postcard image showing one 
of the cars of the Niagara Belt 
Line. Going through the Niagara 
Gorge, Niagara Falls, Lewiston 
and Queenston, passengers of 
this international trolley system 
would witness all the natural 
beauties of the Niagara River. 
The car featured here is travelling 
on the American side of the 
route, where it ran right along the 
base of the gorge. Note how close 
the rail lines are to the river. In 
April 1909, there was an ice jam 
that significantly damaged the 
tracks. The company had to rush 
to repair them before the summer 
season began.
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NEXT EVENT FEATURING:
 JIM GAY ON SAXOPHONE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8 @ 7:30 PM
To request a reservation, email: info@theirishharppub.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM
(905) 468-4443 • RESERVE A TABLE TODAY!
Now Accepting Reservations By Email Request Only • Open Menu • Limited Space Available 
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Tax-free $20/hr honorarium

Bus Driver Wanted

 Ina Grafton Gage Village in St. Catharines is looking for a reliable bus driver to
transport seniors on outings approximately one day per week for 4-5 hours. 

(Typically Wednesdays)
The driver will be reimbursed for any licensing fees to drive the small bus.

If interested, please contact Mary Gordon, Volunteer Co-ordinator
(905)935-6822 ext. 224 mgordon@niagarainagrafton.ca

Last issue: 
Category: STARTS WITH “G”
Clue: Grab some shade in one of these 
turreted garden houses that as the name 
suggests is good for a nice view.
Answer: What is a gazebo?
Answered first by: Larry Mantle
Also answered correctly (in order) by:  
Susan Hamilton, Bill Hamilton, Bob Wheatley,  
Sue Rautenberg, Margaret Garaughty, 
Lynda Collet, Susan Dewar, Ted Wiens, 
Pam Dowling, Mike Gander, Wade Durling, 
Esther VanGorder, Brenda Stewart, Marla Percy, 
Linda Becker, Catherine Clarke, Tuija Johansson, 
Daniel Smith, Nancy Rocca,  
Marjory Walker-Barone, Neil Pascoe
Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,  
with your name, for a chance to win  
a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.  
(Subject line: Riddle me this)
*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR 
JEOPARDY QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every 
week at the Irish Harp Pub. 
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

A global leader in 
hearing healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an 
Audiologist with over 20 years of 
experience who loves helping people 
of all ages in the community. 

Book a complimentary 
hearing test today at 

905.468.9176

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

Pan troglodytes is the 
scientific name for this  

close relative of humans  
and bonobos.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.  
Category: MAMMALS

COMMENT

We cannot eat our housing cake

Ross Robinson
Columnist

“The world is a book. 
The person who does 
not travel reads only one 
page.”

Such wise words to live 
by, as we stumble our way 
through our lives. Those of 
us who have chosen not to 
travel have narrow terms 
of reference, as we make 
life changing decisions.

I have been  extremely 
fortunate this year, spend-
ing time in Marrakech, 
Morocco and London, 
England with my adventur-
ous daughter.  I watched 
her live her life in these 
magnificent parts of the 
world.

Too, I spent a few days 
in Vancouver with my son.  
He seems to have it all 
figured out, with his life 
balanced in what is surely 
one of the most beautiful 
cities in the world.  Yes, 
when the sun shines.  The 
weather was predictably 

perfect during my visit, for 
kayaking in Deep Cove, 
biking around Stanley 
Park’s Seawall, and drink-
ing cold beer on the deck 
of the venerable Vancouver 
Rowing Club.

And just walking around 
that great urban area.

After I returned to 
NOTL I read in The Lake 
Report the results of the 
detailed survey about the 
housing needs of NOTL 
seniors as they age. Thank 
you to Stephen Ferley and 
Michael Ennamorato, two 
leading Canadian research-
ers who now call our town 
home.

Their survey profession-
ally proves what we should 
have suspected after eat-
ing many cookies in the 
Sweets & Swirls cafe at 
the Community Centre 
and talking with friends in 
Aisle 4 of the ValuMart (I 
know, I know, The Inde-
pendent.  Change is hard.) 
And after an Oast House 
Barnraiser or two with 
Henry and Shannon at our 
local Legion.

So, it has been con-
firmed. Older NOTLers 
cherish their independence 
and want options to stay.  
But, the great majority 
want to continue living in 
single family houses, most 
often with beautiful green 
grass to cut.

Therein lies the rub.

During my recent visits 
in Marrakech and London, 
I was cheek by jowl with 
people enjoying excellent 
public transit, world class 
socialized medicine, safe 
streets and a multicultural 
lifestyle that was invigo-
rating and inspiring.

Libraries, pubs and 
people originally from all 
over the world.

What do they have that 
we don’t have here in our 
wee and wonderful corner 
of the world?

People, and lots of them.  
Density, and housing vari-
ety.  Step outside the door 
of apartment buildings or 
condominiums or student 
residences, and navigate 
these multicultural cities 
feeling safe.

Being part of a really big 
and diverse cultural mo-
saic, with most everyone 
getting along.

Almost everyone tries to 
be kind, and isn’t this one 
of the keys?

I thought deeply about 
the people living the 
lives they were living in 
Morocco and England, and 
then reading the results of 
our recent comprehensive 
survey turned on a light 
bulb in my mind.

It will take a generation-
al change in our thinking, 
and strong and determined 
political leadership, to con-
vince Canadians to give 

up on the “dream of home 
ownership.”

Plenty of patience too, 
and the realization that de-
velopers are here to make 
money, and to help us.

I regularly pass by Stone 
Road Village on Niven 
Road, and the three story 
apartment buildings recently 
opened by the Hawleys in 
The Village.  So many happy 
people living well, within 
walking distance of medi-
cal services, a bank and the 
Community Centre and 
Library.  Other amenities, 
and lots of kibitzing too.

What’s not to like?
Yes, friends and neigh-

bours, we cannot eat our 
housing cake and have it 
too.  If we want ameni-
ties and services, we must 
admit that densification is 
required.  Let’s catch up to 
the rest of the world.  Take 
a deep breath.

Look around the world. 
If possible, visit Sydney, 
Munich, Dublin, Oslo, 
Paris or so many other 
cities.  The majority of 
people don’t live in single 
family dwellings, and they 
seem to be enjoying life a 
whole bunch.

It’s not easy to be hum-
ble, but let’s admit there 
just might be a better way.

It’s sometimes good to 
embrace and encourage 
change.

But I ramble.

Ross’s Ramblings
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FEATURED

Joanne Young
Columnist

Cucumbers, squash and 
zucchini plants can produce 
an abundance of fruit for 
you in a single season.

Often, there is so much 
produce that you are up to 
your eyeballs with fruit and 
end up sharing them with 
all your neighbours. 

Like with all gardening 
endeavors though, you may 
have a summer where the 
plants do not produce the 
fruit they have in past years.

This is something I have 
been asked about different 
times in the last couple of 
weeks.

Here are some reasons 
why your cucumbers, squash 
and zucchini might not be 
performing as desired.

Most squash are monoe-
cious, meaning a single 
plant produces both male 
and female flowers. The fe-
male blossoms are the ones 
that produce the fruit. 

To tell whether the flowers 
on your plant are male or 
female, look at the area im-
mediately behind the flower 
itself. Male blossoms are 
borne on a short, straight, 
green stem, while female 
blossoms sit atop a tiny bul-
bous growth (the eventual 
squash fruit).

If your squash plant 
produces ample flowers but 
never bears actual fruit, or it 
bears fruit that stops grow-
ing when it’s very small, 
then there’s likely a pollina-
tion issue. 

For fruit to form, the 
pollen from the male flow-
ers must be carried to the 
female flowers by bees or 
other pollinators. Without 
the female flower being pol-
linated, no fruit will form. 

Usually, the bees are plen-
tiful enough that they do a 
great job pollinating.

When your plants start 
producing flowers for the 
season, you’ll see the male 
blossoms first, and you’ll 
wonder where the female 

flowers are. Be patient — the 
female flowers will come.

If there have been unusu-
ally high amounts of rain or 
cold weather, this can delay 
the emergence of the female 
flowers by a bit. 

Cloudy and wet weather 
can also impact the activity 
of pollinators, which is an-
other reason why you may 

not be seeing fruit yet. 
So, the decrease in the 

number of bees and unusual 
weather conditions can have 
an effect on how much fruit 
your plants can produce. 

Planting more than one 
plant will increase your 
chances of having male 
and female flowers at the 
same time.

If you see fruit that 
is shrivelling and/or 
rotting, this may also be a 
pollinator issue.

However, it can also hap-
pen because the conditions 
are so damp the fruit gets 
killed off by a fungus called 
blossom end rot. 

Make sure you plant your 
squash and cucumbers in a 

compost-rich soil with good 
drainage to cut down on 
disease issues.

So, making sure the 
female flowers are get-
ting pollinated is the key 
to good fruit production. 
How can you ensure this is 
happening? 

You can pollinate the 
flowers by hand — a fairly 
easy task to undertake.

Use a small artist’s paint-
brush or a Q-tip to transfer 
some of the pollen from a 
male zucchini flower to a 
female flower. The pollen 
is located on the stamen, 
which is the part in the cen-
ter of the male flower.

Dab the pollen on the tip 
of the stigma in the centre 
of the female flower.

You can also pull a male 
flower off the plant, remove 
the petals, and brush the 
stamen directly onto the 
stigma of a female flower.

With a little effort and 
dabbling in some science, 
you can have more pro-
duce than you know what 
to do with.

Joanne Young is 
a Niagara-on-the-
Lake garden expert and 
coach. See her website 
at joanneyoung.ca.

Increase your vegetable harvest with pollination

If your squash plant produces ample flowers but never bears actual, full-grown fruit, then 
there’s likely a pollination issue, says columnist Joanne Young.
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496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

ANGELIKA IS THE TOP 1%ANGELIKA IS THE TOP 1%
REALTOR WITH THE MOST SALES.REALTOR WITH THE MOST SALES.

  NIAGARA AND BURLINGTONNIAGARA AND BURLINGTON

Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the GTA
for 10 years*)
Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival. Over 10
years of real estate business.
Abundance of knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential, agricultural,
commercial and leases)
Up to date on Mortgage trends and state of
economy, strategy to sell
Contribution to charities
Lead sponsor in Chamber of Commerce NOTL Golf
Tournament 2023
Wealth of knowledge

Right At Home Realty is Canada's Largest Independent
Brokerage with 13 offices and decades of experience.

#1 Brokerage in the GTA for 10 years*         
& Processed 22,000 deals in 2023.         

PLANNING TO SELL
IN THE             MARKET?

CALL US TODAY!

Free packing of your house / Estate cleanup /
Decluttering services
World class videography, photos and drone footage,
high quality hard cover print brochures &
advertising in print media
Large social media presence and extensive unique
marketing techniques
Your property will be globally listed gaining world
wide exposure and will be seen on 48 real estate
boards in Ontario
Home renovation experience < experienced >
Help Elderly Relocate
Passionate to be of service
 We offer a 24/7 open line of communication
Several testimonials and 5 star reviews
Exceptional sales record
Respected by colleagues and community

EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

DIRECT289-214-4394
OFFICE905-468-8777

NO OBLIGATION FREE HOME EVALUATION

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS*

HERE IS WHY..

*TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold. **Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024

**

Fall


