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Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
lord mayor says he under-
stands there’s a growing 
need for options for seniors 
who want to stay in town as 
they age.

“A lot of the things 
that are in the report are 
things that I think I always 
believed, because I’ve been 
in real estate for almost 30 

years here,” Lord Mayor 
Gary Zalepa said in an 
interview.

It’s more of a “valida-
tion” of things people likely 
already know, he said.

But it’s helpful to have a 
survey done that seems to 
hold water.

“I felt pretty confident in 
what I saw. I’m by no means 
an expert on validating a 
survey. But it seems to be 
well thought-out,” he said.

The Lake Report sat down 
with Zalepa to discuss the 
results of a seniors hous-
ing survey, conducted by a 
group of NOTL residents 
and overseen by research 
experts Michael Ennamora-
to and Stephen Ferley.

The survey, among other 
findings, showed that a ma-
jority of NOTL residents 
aged 55 and up want to stay 
in NOTL as they get older, 
and maintain as much inde-

pendence as possible.
They had concerns for 

access to health care, both 
family physicians and emer-
gency services, and want 
to have a structured living 
situation that meets their 
changing needs.

Most said they would 
prefer to live at home, or 
independently, with op-
tions for assisted living and 

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa says he understands the dire 
need for living options for aging seniors who want to stay 
in town and is looking at ways the town can help, including 
diverse housing options and building incentives. FILE

Need for seniors housing is real: Zalepa

A group of Niagara-on-the-Lake residents conducted a detailed survey on seniors’ housing 
needs. The results of the survey were sent to NOTL politicians, including Lord Mayor Gary Zale-
pa. The Lake Report met with Zalepa to learn his feelings about the results of the survey. This is 
the first in a series of stories exploring the survey results and potential solutions to the problem.

Julia Sacco 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Dogs of all breeds, sizes 
and experience are welcome 
to join the Dog Frisbee 
League at Palatine Hills 
Estate Winery this summer.

Wednesday evenings 
starting at 6 p.m. your furry 
friends can meet at the back-
field of 911 Lakeshore Rd.

The league runs in a five-
week session, with the next 
starting in three more weeks.

Kait Ripley, a trainer and 
assistant manager at Walk, 
Play Love obedience and 
guidance school encourages 
people to come out with their 
pups to watch the current 
league and get a feel for it.

The league, led by the 
school, will feature frisbee 
games and challenges along 
with tips and tricks from 
experienced handlers and a 
welcoming community for 
dog lovers. 

“It’s played all over 
Canada and the U.S., we 
work as a team to make 
points and those are added 
up as a team and you rank 
by your location,”

Palatine Hills also hosts 
a dog-friendly patio where 
owners and their furry com-
panions can stop for a drink 
and a bite.

For more information on 
joining the league, email 
nikki@walkplaylove.com.

See more photos of pups 
and frisbees on Page 6.

Maxine Mclellan throws a frisbee to Stormy the German shepherd at Palatine Hills Estate Winery during its Dog Frisbee  
League, which takes place every Wednesday in the winery’s back field. All dogs are welcome. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Tail wagging fun  
at Palatine winery
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Have an opinion 
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to 
editor@niagaranow.com

Government crackdown won’t fix 
foreign worker program, advocate says
Richard Wright 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Canadian govern-
ment should look no further 
than its own backyard to 
find what’s wrong with the 
Temporary Foreign Worker 
Program, a NOTL farm-
workers advocate says.

Reacting to federal Em-
ployment Minister Randy 
Boissonnault’s announce-
ment that his office is 
cracking down on employer 
fraud within the system, Kit 
Andres suggested the minis-
ter is missing the mark.

If he really wants to im-
prove the program and en-
sure the safety and respect 
of all migrant workers who 
come to Canada each year 
to help prop up the econo-
my, the government needs to 
change how it operates the 
program, Andres said.

The government is act-
ing in bad faith in how it 
takes advantage of workers 
by limiting their rights — 
rights they can’t receive 
without permanent resident 
status, said the advocate 
from the Migrant Workers 

Alliance for Change.
“It’s about a program that 

allows abuse and exploita-
tion to happen,” said Andres, 
pointing to inequalities such 
as the lack of regular employ-
ment insurance benefits or 
not being allowed to change 
jobs while in the country.

“You have good employ-
ers here, but the farmwork-
ers are part of an exploit-
ative system.”

“They don’t have a choice 
to go to those good employ-
ers. The good employers 
bring them back.”

Employment and Social 
Development Canada said 
in an Aug. 6 news release 
that while the Temporary 

Foreign Worker Program is 
intended to fill vacancies for 
which qualified Canadians 
are not available, that policy 
is being side-stepped by 
many employers.

This is especially true the 
non-agricultural sector, the 
release stated, and that “the 
federal government will 
take further action to weed 
out misuse and fraud within 
the system.”

“I’ve been clear over the 
last year; abuse and misuse 
of the Temporary Foreign 
Worker Program must end,” 
Boissonnault said via the 
press release.

“Bad actors are taking ad-
vantage of people and com-

promising the program for 
legitimate businesses. We 
are putting more reforms 
in place to stop misuse and 
fraud from entering the 
Temporary Foreign Worker 
Program.”

In Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
the majority of foreign 
workers are employed in the 
agricultural sector, but An-
dres said the organization 
does have members from 
other sectors provincewide.

Good employers in non-
temporary worker scenarios 
attract good employees who 
will stay with those employ-
ers, work hard and buy into 
the business model of the 
organization, Andres said.

“But that all goes out 
the window with migrant 
workers because (without 
permanent resident status) 
they don’t have a choice.”

Crackdown measures to 
weed out bad bosses include 
fines from $500 to $100,000 
per violation.

“Workers don’t see that 
money,” said Andres. 
“And if it’s not for work-
ers, it’s for the govern-
ment to say, ‘Look, we are 
cracking down.’ ”

Kit Andres says cracking down on employer fraud isn’t 
addressing the human rights issues prevalent within the 
temporary foreign worker program. SUPPLIED
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Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The rally against develop-
ment last Tuesday outside 
town hall brought out scores 
of residents aiming to have 
their voices heard. 

Some silently held up 
signs while others yelled 
and chanted, a few hurled 
insults and slurs at council-
lors who were entering the 
building. 

In an effort to move for-
ward after the protest and 
months of anger directed at 
council, The Lake Report 
asked those who were at the 
protest — both participants 
and those who were its tar-
gets — how the community 
can move forward.

Coun. Maria Mavridis 
isn’t sure what to do, but 
emphasized residents need 
to learn what is and isn’t 
OK to say and do during 
a rally.

“Everyone has a right to 
protest. Everyone has a right 
to speech,” Mavridis said in 
an interview.

“But people are really 
crossing lines.”

Mavridis said she and the 
other councillors knew the 
rally was happening before-
hand, but weren’t expecting 
some of the behaviour a few 
residents exhibited.

While she was walking 
from her car to the council 
chambers, Mavridis said 
people yelled profanities 
at her.

“One man came up to me, 
brushed my shoulder and 
said ‘fat ass.’ “

When she turned around 

and confronted him, the 
resident doubled down on 
the name-calling, she added.

One of the more disturb-
ing interactions Mavridis 
had was with a resident 
who yelled a racial slur 
toward her. 

“There was a line that was 
crossed. Racial slurs are 
uncalled for,” she said.

Mavridis said she doesn’t 
know what the next steps 
are for the town’s residents 
and municipal leaders, but 
hopes people can see that 
this behaviour is wrong. 

“I suppose we (the 
councillors) have to stick 
together because we always 
have. Since day one, none of 
us have felt the same way: 
we argue, we all have differ-
ent views,” she said.

“But we respect each 
other.”

There isn’t much the 
council can do beyond this 
point — besides teaching 
people kindness, she said.

“Specifically, the Parlia-
ment Oak vote is done,” she 
said, explaining that a two-
thirds vote would be needed 
to reopen the issue. 

Rally organizer Karen 
Taylor-Jones’s next goal is 
to gather more informa-
tion on what can be done to 
stop developments residents 
don’t want from becoming a 
reality, she said.

“I’ve been in touch with 
(Premier Doug) Ford’s of-
fice and various different 
heritage places. I’m just do-
ing research to see if there’s 
any sort of loopholes we can 
get through” she said. 

After having conversa-
tions with MPP Wayne 

Gates and MP Tony 
Baldinelli, Taylor-Jones said 
gathering information from 
everyone will take time, but 
she is dedicated. 

She even took a phone 
call with developer Benny 
Marotta, who said a hotel is 
going up at Parliament Oak 
as well as at the Randwood 
Estate.

“He offered me Parlia-
ment Oak for $20 million. 
Wasn’t that big of him?” 
Taylor-Jones said. 

The rally organizer said 
she doesn’t think coun-
cil will take any steps to 
change the outcome of the 
Parliament Oak vote, but 
she is prepared to take her 
concerns to higher places.

“I don’t know anything 
about the Ontario Land 
Tribunal yet — but I’m 
learning,” she said.

Regarding the behaviour 
of rally participants, Taylor-
Jones said she condemned 
the inappropriate behaviour 
of those who yelled insults 
and slurs, but said it was 
only two men who did so.

“The whole was blamed 
for two men. Those two 
men blew it all for us,” she 
said. 

Taylor-Jones added that, 
before the rally, she spoke 
with people on the phone 
who expressed extreme an-
ger and might have leaned 
toward violence. She told 
them to stay home.

“We were really ridiculed 
as a group when let’s face 
it, 85 per cent of us were 
between 50 and 90 (years 
old),” she said. 

Chrys Kaloudis, a former 
urban design commit-

tee member, was at the 
rally and supports residents 
standing up for their beliefs, 
but thinks there is a gap in 
information regarding how 
residents should commu-
nicate and vocalize their 
questions and issues.

Kaloudis herself was 
invited to a one-on-one 
meeting with Coun. Erwin 
Wiens when trying to gain 
some clarity regarding 
council decisions. 

She said one of her main 
questions was around land 
use and how the Parliament 
Oak parcel of land was 
zoned for community use. 

Kaloudis commended 
Wiens on his invitation to 
meet and talk, but did say 
she finds councillors to be 
either intentionally or unin-
tentionally vague when pre-
senting information on how 
residents can help them-
selves fight back against 
unwanted development or 
converse with councillors in 
a productive way.

In terms of gathering 
the information to do so, 
Kaloudis said it depends on 
what one is looking for. 

“A lot of this stuff is in 
the public realm, in those 
meetings on the town 
website. But what they’re 
not going to get is some of 
the background. The sort 
of process and structural 
procedures of how we got to 
this point,” she said.

Kaloudis said there is a 
disconnect within council 
regarding timelines that 
must be observed when 
processing things and 
when resident feedback is 
observed.

Residents, mostly grey-haired, protest town council’s decisions on development last week. FILE/DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Residents and council members look  
at how to move forward after protest
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Members of the Niagara-on-the-Lake Sailing Club were out racing on the Niagara River last 
Wednesday as July wrapped up. Here some young sailors hang their legs over the side of the 

boat and relax. See more sailing photos at niagaranow.com. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

RACING ON THE LAKE

Virgil’s Starbucks shutting its doors in October
ARRIVEDERCI, VENTI

Richard Wright 
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Starbucks location 
in Virgil is closing perma-
nently.

A company official con-
firmed on Aug. 2 that the 
last day of operations for 
the store at 1630 Niagara 
Stone Rd. will be Oct. 17.

“After careful consid-
eration, the decision was 
made to close this store,” 
Starbucks Coffee Canada 
communications man-
ager Leanne Rizzi said in 
a written statement to The 
Lake Report.

Store manager Maddi 
Langelaan, who has 
worked there for just over 
18 months, confirmed 13 
employees will be affected 
but that each one of them 
has been offered a position 
at other locations.

“No one will go without a 
job,” she said. “They all al-
ready have their new stores 
confirmed.”

Langelaan said in the 
year-and-a-half she’s been 
at the Virgil store, business 
has been slow.

“We don’t get a lot of 
people, unfortunately.”

Starbucks opened in Vir-

gil in May of 2019.
The fact this was within a 

year of a complete shut-
down due to COVID didn’t 
help the store flourish, said 
Langelaan, adding other 
factors also played a role in 
limiting drive up and foot 
traffic to the store.

“The construction on 
Niagara Stone Road really 

hurt us last year,” she said. 
“It’s just been a series of 
unfortunate events.”

Starbucks Canada has 
been restructuring in the 
last few years.

In January 2021 the 
company announced the 
closing of up to 300 stores 
in Canada as an acceleration 
of its five-year transforma-
tion strategy.

The shake-up included 
adding new drive-thru 
locations, the expansion 
of delivery and a pilot of 
curbside pick-up only coffee 
shops.

In her statement to The 
Lake Report, Rizzi ex-
pressed her hope that the 
Virgil closure wouldn’t af-
fect customers’ decisions to 
remain loyal to the brand.

“We look forward to 
serving our customers at our 
several, nearby locations,” 
she said.

The Starbucks on Niagara Stone Road in Virgil is closing its 
doors. Its last day open will be Oct. 17. RICHARD WRIGHT

Staff
The Lake Report

This weekend is set to be 
extra sweet with the return 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
annual Peach Festival. 

From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, Queen Street will 
be filled to the brim with 
NOTL peaches and other 
fruit-flavoured treats. 

This year’s culinary 

delights include sweet 
experiences like churros 
with peach ice cream and 
savoury innovations like 
paneer and peach skewers 

— something for everyone 
to enjoy.

As always, St. Vincent de 
Paul Catholic Church will 
host its ever-popular annual 
peach festival on Sunday, 
Aug. 11 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m., located at 73 Picton St.

If drinks are more your 
speed, the Sips of Summer 
Drink Patio returns this 
year, offering NOTL peach-
flavoured brews and ciders 

to try. 
Along with food and 

beverages, the festival will 
feature live music, an inter-
active art project and the 
yearly peach pie contest. 

Those interested in 
participating in the contest 
should bring their pies 
to the white tent near the 
Courthouse between 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. on Aug. 10 for 
judging at noon.

Two peach festivals in town this weekend
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Diverse housing can help seniors: Zalepa
transitions to long-term care 
at the end of life.

Zalepa wasn’t surprised 
by the results.

He noted private facilities, 
like Radiant Care Pleas-
ant Manor in Virgil, have 
already begun to adopt a 
model which has various 
living options for people as 
they age.

He said he’s seen it first-
hand with his own parents, 
who are in their late 70s and 
have lived in NOTL since 
the 1980s.

They were on a wait-
ing list for the Ina Grafton 
Stone Road Village, which 
offers a variety of retire-
ment living options and ser-
vices that still give seniors 
independence.

“And so that’s the proof 
of concept in that because 
they didn’t want to go into 
something that was more 
senior care style, because 
they’re like, ‘Oh, that’s not 
me. I don’t need that. I just 
need something different 
that doesn’t tie me to my 
yard and my property. And 
I need more connectivity 
with other people because 
they were getting a little 
isolated.’ ”

His parents moved into 
Ina Grafton this summer 
and he’s seen “a tremen-
dous positive change in 
just their whole outlook 
and how they feel.”

“They want that inde-
pendent living, but as their 
needs and health care needs 
evolve, they want to know 
that it’s there and the com-
munity for them to transi-
tion,” Zalepa said.

He has asked some of the 
region’s housing, seniors’ 
services and social ser-
vices experts to sit down 
with the survey group to 
discuss some of the op-
tions and next steps they 
can take to present the 
results and encourage the 
creation of more assisted 
living facilities.

Those experts, he said, 
can also “third party vali-
date” the survey results.

The survey group asked 
a question about what can 
be done to offer incentives 
to developers who could 
build these types of facili-
ties, keeping in mind that 
the affordability isn’t the 
main concern with a sig-
nificant portion of NOTL 
seniors.

Zalepa said there are 
some incentives for de-
velopers, such as waiving 
development charges, but 
that largely those focus 
on affordable housing 
programs, so it’s a bit of a 

different animal when ask-
ing a private developer to 
build a high-end retirement 
community.

The survey results showed 
roughly 75 per cent of 
NOTL seniors have more 
than $1 million in assets 
and of that group, the ma-
jority said they have more 
than $2 million in assets.

“There is not to my 
knowledge, any type of 
incentive on the table for 
any residential development 
like this that’s not geared to 
affordability,” Zalepa said.

He said there are other 
options on the policy side 
that could be explored.

“There’s some reason 
we’re not getting the private 
sector running to do this,” 
he said, without speculating 
as to why.

The group has suggested 
it could be attractive to 
developers if they could 
pre-emptively be approved 
to rezone some agricultural 
land with the condition that 
the development be used 
for a variety of senior living 
and services, much like 
Pleasant Manor.

Zalepa said aside from 
Greenbelt challenges, 
which are a “hot potato,” 
but could also be addressed 
to the province during 
its upcoming Greenbelt 
review, there is some pos-

sibility to pre-apply zoning 
to some of NOTL’s various 
land uses and surplus town 
properties.

Part of the problem with 
much of the town’s agri-
cultural land is that there 
are no services (like sewers 
and water), and the cost of 
bringing inn services would 
be a deterrent to developers 
looking to make a profit.

It would be best to keep 
focused to urban or built-up 
areas, Zalepa said.

“We’ve got some proper-
ties that are larger” in the 
urban area that could be 
explored for possible zoning 
changes to allow for a se-
niors development, he said.

That’s something coun-
cil is already looking at 
through a housing afford-
ability plan, he said.

“Part of the work that’s 
going to be involved with 
that is going to be identi-
fying sites and doing an 
inventory of all our sites 
and being able to determine 
best use. So, even though it’s 
our affordability plan, some 
of the outcomes are going to 
be this kind of work.”

While there isn’t a one-
size-fits-all solution to 
housing for aging seniors, 
another part of the puzzle 
could be accessory dwell-
ing units, which Zalepa 
noted are already allowed 

by the province and town 
policies are being updated 
to align with Ontario’s push 
for such units.

Accessory dwelling units 
are secondary units on an 
existing residential property.

Having diverse housing 
options also helps seniors 
who want the independence 
to make their own decisions 
on where they will age.

While secondary units 
are a small piece of the 
puzzle in Zalepa’s eyes, 
another way to increase 
housing supply is to create 
a mix of housing in new 
construction, such as apart-
ment buildings, condos and 
townhomes.

“Currently, our housing 
stock doesn’t reflect that 
kind of that flexibility. We 
have a lot of single-family 
homes,” he said.

Another prevalent con-
cern of aging seniors that 
the report identified is the 
proximity of their housing 
to good health care.

“I think the report has 
correctly identified that 
health care services are a 
key success driver for this,” 
Zalepa said, adding that he 
thinks the main challenge 
is getting primary care to 
people’s homes.

“The municipality doesn’t 
deliver that service. Maybe 
we should, but we don’t. Not 

even the region delivers that 
primary care. I think there’s 
a lot of soul-searching 
the province has to do to 
determine how it wants to 
service the public going 
forward,” he said.

“Hospitals aren’t the 
answer. Primary care is — 
which is your doctor. We’re 
lucky in Niagara-on-the-
Lake. We have been able to 
attract doctors,” he said.

“We’re not at an acute 
shortage. We need more, 
but I think that’s a key area 
— health care delivery. We 
have to figure out a good 
way to bring health care to 
people’s homes.”

He elaborated that he 
understands the need for 
quick access to emergency 
health care.

“My dad had a heart at-
tack. It’s been two years this 
week. And he got great care. 
But the first little bit was 
touch and go.”

“He did get great care. 
And he survived the ambu-
lance to the hospital which 
was a bit of a ride and then 
he had to be shipped to 
Hamilton. But that’s a pain 
point. That’s something the 
province and policy people 
have got to figure out.”

While the province han-
dles health care, the region 
manages public long-term 
care facilities, like NOTL’s 

Upper Canada Lodge, which 
is slated to close soon.

When asked about 
long-term care homes in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
how the region can justify 
closing those facilities, he 
pointed to more beds being 
built at Pleasant Manor by 
the private sector and a 
$400-million investment by 
the region in long-term care 
facilities in Niagara.

Pleasant Manor is con-
structing an additional 119 
beds, while the region is clos-
ing close to 60 beds at Upper 
Canada Lodge, which he sees 
as a net gain for NOTL.

The region is building 
“a massive complex in St. 
Catharines — which is not 
too far. And also in Fort 
Erie and they had to con-
solidate,” he said.

“They couldn’t have the 
smaller units all over the 
place because the model for 
long-term care, and I’m not 
an expert on this, but this 
is the way they showed us, 
that they can’t make those 
work. They have to bring 
them together.”

As to why the region 
isn’t building those 
facilities in Niagara-on-
the-Lake, he said he didn’t 
really have an answer to 
that, but that he thinks “it’s 
got something to do with 
the business model.”

Before the town can find 
ways to offer incentives to 
developers to build seniors 
housing that addresses the 
needs of NOTL residents, 
“we need to hear from them.”

“What’s holding them 
back or what makes them go 
somewhere else, if they are 
— and I don’t even know if 
the sector is really expand-
ing in Ontario. I don’t know 
if there’s a lot of big invest-
ment here. Which is weird. 
Because why?”

He said a factor could be 
that it’s the toughest real 
estate market since 2008.

“The condominium 
sale market in Toronto is 
the worst I’ve ever seen it 
and new housing starts in 
Ontario are off the chart,” 
he said.

“All housing develop-
ment is fiscally challenged 
right now. The banks won’t 
touch it.”

Part 2: We’ll look at the 
status of the old NOTL 
hospital and the mayor’s 
thoughts on what could be 
appropriate for that loca-
tion and the possibility of a 
joint venture with the town 
to provide assisted living. 
We’ll also examine what’s 
missing in the puzzle and 
talk about other town assets 
that could potentially be 
used for housing.

What NOTL 
seniors want

Percentage of NOTL residents 55+ who rate 
these categories as their top 1 or 2 priority

Quick and easy 
access to health care

Single residence with 
access to range of 
services

Stay in my current 
community in town 
of NOTL

Stay close to children 
and other family

Stay somewhere in 
town of NOTL

Stay close to leisure 
and recreational 
activities

Opportunities to 
make new friends

59%
50%
24%
21%
20%
11%
2%

By the numbers:  
53% of NOTLers  

are 55-plus
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s population in 2024 is 

estimated at 20,863, according to Statistics Canada’s 
2021 census data, together with estimates from the 
province and Niagara Region, the researchers say.

Of that, 53 per cent (11,028) are 55 and over, while 
16 per cent (3,398) are 75 and up.

By 2041, the town’s population is expected to 
grow 24 per cent to 25,850 and those 75-plus are 
projected to comprise almost one-quarter of the 
population, at 5,887.

The census shows 79 per cent of NOTLers live in 
single-detached homes, but 70 per cent of those 
homes have no more than two people in them. And 
three-quarters of them have three bedrooms.

In addition, the primary maintainer is 55-plus in 
73 per cent of households, and more than half are 
over 65.

Those numbers highlight some potential 
problems.

The data, all contained in the report by research-
ers Michael Ennamorato and Stephen Ferley, “sug-
gests that the existing housing stock may not be suf-
ficiently diverse or adequately serviced to address 
the increasing wave of age-related needs” expected 
to wash over NOTL.

Their report analyzes those issues and shines a 
light on some of the potential solutions.
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Frisbee goes to the dogs
Clockwise from top left: Jaclyn throws a frisbee to 
Mossie the Corgi. Atlas the Australian Shepherd 
catches the frisbee in mid-air. Leighton Dyck throws 
the frisbee to Monte the  Australian Kelpie. Jeff Riley 
throws the frisbee to Quin. Dori the Papillon chases 
down the frisbee. Kirstin Webb and Atlas. Monte 
leaps to catch the frisbee. Riley throws a frisbee to 
Dublin the Australian cattle dog.  
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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#1 Real Estate Team**

#1 on Google Trends***

#1 in Client Service***

#1 in Web Traffic***

#1 RE/MAX Team Canada
†

#2 RE/MAX Team Worldwide
†

#2 on Toronto Real Estate Board
††

Million-dollar marketing system!

Call 905-641-0308 
or visit RobGolfi .com

*Rob Golfi , Sales Representative.    **Based on unit sales and $ volume of closed transactions in RAHB Jan 1, 2020 - Dec 31, 2021.     *** Source: Google Trends and Google Reviews     †Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team 
Residential, 2022.     ††Source: REDATUM Agents by units – listing and selling combined performance in TRREB Jan 1 - June 30, 2022.  RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi  Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

Call the brand that 
gets your home

#1

#1

#1

#1

gets your home NOTICED!

Rob Golfi  SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Born, raised and living 
in Niagara and loving it!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!

404 Line 2 Road
3+1 Bedroom • 2 Bath • $1,242,400

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

10 David Lowrey Court
4 Bedroom • 4 Bath • $1,999,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

12 Firelane 11A Road
3+1 Bedroom • 4 Bath • $2,850,000

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Plus $7* Caesars & $7* Local Pints every day!

niagarasfinest.com | 905-468-4588 | 209 Queen St, Niagara-on-the-Lake

Lounge Specials
We have a daily special for every one of your cravings!

BOOK YOUR TABLE

$6*  
MIMOSAS

All-Day Sundays 

$2*  
OYSTER SHUCK

Mondays 

FREE CORKAGE
All-Day Wednesdays  

& Thursdays 

$22*  
FISH & CHIPS

Tuesdays 

*Price subject to tax and gratuity. While supplies last. Please visit our website for details and restrictions.

NEWS

Richard Harley
Editor-in-Chief

“When there’s no one 
there to tell the story, there’s 
no accountability.”

This simple phrase is one 
of the main reasons journal-
ism is essential to Canadian 
democracy and Canadian 
communities.

Without it, most of us 
would never know how 
votes went on important 
issues or who we might be 
voting for at election time.

And while The Lake Report 
is breaking the trend and still 
able to employ a small staff, 
most traditional news agencies 
are suffering these days.

Today, there are more 
issues to cover than ever in 
our growing town. More 
stories of all kinds still to be 
told. And there’s less money 
to hire people to cover it.

At The Lake Report, we 
are looking to the future 
and want to ensure that this 
publication remains around 
to tell those stories for years 
to come, and as our town 
doubles its population.

So, we are kicking off a 
major “Pledge It” campaign 
and asking the community 
to invest in NOTL news.

Readers and supporters 
can now visit our website to 
pledge an annually recur-
ring donation to support 
this newspaper, its staff and 
the journalism we create.

Pledges can be anywhere 
from $100 a year to $10,000 
a year and every cent will 
be put to good use by sup-
porting news that matters, 
journalists who care and an 
editorial team that stands 
up to the powers that be, 
when necessary.

Another part of the cam-
paign is encouraging you to 
consider bequeathing dona-
tions to The Lake Report.

As we all age, most of us 
want to leave the world a 
better place.

It’s hard to imagine a 
more noble cause than sup-
porting the basic tenets of 
democracy — a free and 
unfettered press.

Our promise to you: 
We will use 100 per cent 
of donations received to 
continue producing some 
of Canada’s finest commu-
nity journalism.

Our readers know this 
publication has, since 2020, 
garnered more news awards 
than any media organization 
in the country, and outlasted 
two other newspapers in 
town.

We are the only active 
newspaper Niagara-on-
the-Lake has — and this 
is a town where the first 

newspaper in Ontario was 
published.

For all these reasons, we 
are asking you to Pledge 
It and help us continue to 
grow and thrive.

Our initial plan would 
be to use donations to hire 
more staff to cover more 
issues and produce more 
award-winning journalism.

Frankly, there is simply 
too much happening for 
our small team to do it all 
right now.

But we would love to be 
able to bring all the news 
that matters to you.

Our secondary plan is to 
update our website (already 
honoured as one of the 
best in the province) and 
we hope to develop a Lake 
Report app.

We couldn’t be where we 
are now without the support 
of the businesses in our 
community who advertise 
with us — and the readers 
who patronize those busi-
nesses and read our paper.

We are here for the long 
term and hope you will 
consider supporting our 
endeavours.

You can “Pledge It” by 
going online to lakereport.
ca/donate-today.

You can support your community by pledging to donate 
annually to The Lake Report at lakereport.ca.

‘Pledge It’ for The Lake Report
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IS THIS YOUR YEAR 
TO HEAR BETTER?
Celebrate our one year anniversary 
of better hearing and save!

It’s time to Turn Up Life!

Book your FREE hearing
assessment now.†

Call us toll-free today or scan the QR code.

1-833-966-1951
Mention code: NF-NP-24

HearCANADA.com
* Special pricing available for new purchases of select binaural hearing aids of premium technology
   (Widex 440 and Signia level 7) while supplies last. Cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions
   and is not redeemable for cash. Offer expires August 31, 2024.
†  Not applicable on third party claims.

Get $1,900 off a pair of premium hearing 
aids with our one-year anniversary offer!* 
(Plus, you may qualify for up to $1,000 in provincial funding.)

Have an opinion 
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to 
editor@niagaranow.com

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

Sam Gregory and Carol 
Liu from Toronto were 
delighted to stumble upon 
the Past is Present Heritage 
Festival in full swing this 
Monday at the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Museum — while 
celebrating their wedding 
anniversary during an after-
noon stroll.

The museum’s front lawn 
and the adjacent street block 
were filled with visitors 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Aug. 5, enjoying a range of 
historical demonstrations, 
engaging exhibits and local 
vendors. 

The festival combined 
entertainment with educa-
tional experiences for all 
ages, with free admission.

“It’s fantastic. It’s lots of 
fun,” said Gregory. “The 
music’s great. Lots of great 
vendors. We’re just enjoying 
ourselves.”

Visitors enjoyed perfor-
mances by the Niagara Old 
Tyme Fiddlers and other 
musicians, which Gregory 
and Liu said added a lively 
soundtrack to the day’s 
activities. 

The festival showcased 
the intricate art of the 

Niagara Handweavers & 
Spinners Guild, which drew 
significant interest from 
Liu.

“They were really cool. 
I haven’t really seen any 
of those in action yet,” she 
said.

Other highlights included 
a pig roast, blacksmith 
demonstrations and heritage 
maps. 

“Those were super inter-
esting,” Gregory said of the 
old maps.

Among the many dis-
plays, Susan Bogdanski, an 
artist from Thorold, showed 
her specially painted ter-
racotta pots. 

She uses various tech-
niques to create different 
finishes, such as stone-like 
textures, with designs that 

include both decorative and 
functional pieces, some for 
outdoor use and others for 
hanging.

For the festival, she cre-
ated pots featuring designs 
with birds, flowers, and text 
options like “NOTL” or 
“NOTL Heritage.”

One exclusive design had 
a beach scene with the lake, 
while another had wildflow-
ers. 

“People were really liking 
the Niagara on the Lake 
pots that I did,” said Bog-
danski, who runs Painted 
Pots Etc. by MommaBogs. 
“I thought they represented 
Niagara-on-the-Lake in 
some way, you know, with 
the florals.” 

She said that her designs 
captured the beauty of 

Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
represented the town’s 
heritage.

“It takes a little bit of 
a modern twist on what 
people have been doing for 
hundreds of years,” she said. 

The festival’s spirit of 
celebrating the past particu-
larly captivated Ana Ley, 
originally from Mexico. 

“As an immigrant, we 
don’t know exactly what it 
used to be like here in the 
past. So, for us, it’s knowing 
the history of Canada. We 
are learning a lot,” said Ley. 

Ley was amazed by the 
festival’s ability to vividly 
bring history to life.

She said it deepened her 
understanding of Canada, a 
country whose history she is 
just beginning to discover.

People peruse the wares at the museum’s heritage festival on Monday. PAIGE SEBURN

Heritage festival brings history to life
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake intends to designate the property at 1823 NIAGARA STONE ROAD (PT 
LOT 70 RP30R-4849 PARTS 1 & 3) as a property of cultural heritage value or interest under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter 0.18.
Description of Property 
The subject property is located on 1823 Niagara Stone Road. The subject land is located near the intersection of Niagara Stone Road and East and West 
Line towards the southeast of the Niagara Stone Road. The two-storey structure is located with a moderate setback from Niagara Stone Road. The 
access to the house is through a narrow gravel driveway from Niagara Stone Road. 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
The property has cultural heritage value or interest for its design and physical values, its historical and associative values and its contextual values. 
The residential structure on 1823 Niagara Stone Road is a representative example of Gothic Revival architecture which was built on picturesque taste and 
revived mediaeval Gothic forms. The structure is two storey red brick construction with wood details. The façade of the subject property is asymmetrical 
with symmetrical elements. The side elevations of the building are balanced and contain symmetrical elements. The corners of the structure contain 
protruding brick quoins. Typical of Gothic Revival structures the roof of the structure is gable with overhanging eaves, moulded fascia, cornice and features 
a gable end on the façade with a centre gable on side elevations. The structure also has a wrap-around verandah with a hip roof, overhanging eaves, 
wooden dentils, brackets, fretwork and balustrade details. The window openings of the structure are round arched with radiating brick voussoirs, wooden 
lug sills and moulded wooden frames. The main entryway to the subject property is simple and contains segmentally arched opening with radiating brick 
voussoirs. The subject property also features protruding bay windows on the façade, northeast and southwest elevation. The roof of bay windows features 
overhanging eaves with wooden brackets and dentil details on the cornice. The bank barn on 1823 Niagara Stone Road is a unique example of a surviving 
barn in the Gothic Revival style in the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. The barn has a raised rubble stone foundation. The barn features a steeply pitched 
gable roof with a centre gable on façade, a vertically protruding dormer in the centre of the gable roof, wooden finials on gable ends and overhanging 
eaves with plain cornice. The roof is clad in cedar shingles. The openings in the barn are rectangular. 
1823 Niagara Stone Road has physical value because it displays a high degree of craftsmanship. The intricate wood work found on the residential 
structure holds immense value. The wood work is featured on the wrap-around verandah and the protruding bay windows. It consists of wooden 
fretwork, dentil details on verandah and bay windows cornice, moulded brackets and decorative wood posts. 
1823 Niagara Stone Road has historic association with George Varey. George Varey was an immigrant from England who first moved to Montreal and 
then to the Niagara Region. He was a successful tailor who supplied clothes to both the military and the civilians. He purchased various properties 
across the Town and even constructed terrace houses for the workers of the Niagara Harbour and Dock Company. He acquired 15 acres of the original 
Lot 70 of 1823 Niagara Stone Road in 1841 and practiced farming on the land. George Varey played a role in the development of various property 
parcels around the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 1823 Niagara Stone Road also has historical association with James Hiscott. He was a farmer and used 
to farm on the subject property. He was also an important political figure who represented Lincoln in the Legislative Assembly of Ontario. James Hiscott 
served as the chief magistrate for the Niagara Township and was also the warden of the Lincoln County. 
1823 Niagara Stone Road has contextual value because it is important in defining the historic character of the area. Niagara Stone Road streetscape 
majorly consists of wineries, orchards and residential properties that are one to two storeys high with a large to moderate setback from the road. Most 
of the building are recent built structures or have been modified. The historic structure reiterates the historic character of the area and connects the 
context to its historical roots. 1823 Niagara Stone Road is also historically linked to its surroundings as being part of the Corus farmstead. The house 
structure and the bank barn were once a part of a larger farmstead. The land appears to have since been subdivided but the farms still exist towards the 
southeast of the subject property. 
Description of Key Heritage Attributes 
Key exterior attributes that embody the heritage value: 
Residential structure       
• Two storeys Gothic revival style structure      • Red brick construction 
• Balanced elevation with symmetrical elements     • Protruding brick quoins 
• Gable roof with centre gable on side elevations     • Overhanging eaves and moulded fascia, and cornice 
• Segmentally arched entryway openings      • Round arch window openings  
• Location along the Niagara Stone Road      • Setback from the road 
• Historical connection to farmstead on Lot 70     • Radiating brick voussoirs, moulded wooden frame and wooden lug sill 
• Protruding bay windows with overhanging eaves, wooden brackets and dentil details on the  cornice 
• Wrap-around verandah with a hip roof, overhanging eaves, wooden dentils, brackets,  fretwork and balustrade details  
Bank Barn       
• Gothic revival style structure        • Raised rubble stone foundation 
• A steeply pitched gable roof with a centre gable on façade    • Vertically protruding dormer in the centre of the gable roof 
• Cedar shingles roof         • Rectangular openings
• Wooden finials on gable ends and overhanging eaves with plain cornice
Objections 
Any objection to this designation must be filled no later than 30 days after the date of publication of the Notice of Intent to Designate. Objections should be 
directed to the Town Clerk, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, L0S 1T0. The last date to file a notice of objection is September 8th 2024.
Queries 
Any further queries should be directed to Sumra Zia, Heritage Planner at (905) 468-3266 ext. 327 or through email at sumra.zia@notl.com. 

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake this 7th day of August 2024 
GRANT BIVOL, CLERK

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DESIGNATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, R.S.O. 1990, CHAPTER 0.18 AND IN THE  
MATTER OF THE LANDS AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATION IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO
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 Your Lake Report is the proud 
winner of 96 national and 
provincial awards for journalism 
and advertising excellence.

Keith McNenly
Special to The Lake Report

Sixty years ago Bob 
Dylan released his song 
“The Times They Are a-
Changin’.”

That song has never lost 
its relevance. Like a tolling 
bell, it calls us still today 
to look upon our younger 
generations ability to cope 
with a very changed world 
bequeathed to them.

The economic policy of 
the past 60 years simply 
does not reflect the current 
world reality. It has the effect 
of allowing the rich to amass 
wealth to the detriment of 
the poor and middle classes.

While Western govern-
ments espouse the efficacy 
of the free market system, 
public policy in its total-
ity, especially with prime 
interest rate intervention by 
national banks, ensures the 
migration of wealth to the 
already rich and powerful.

When the middle class 
finally get a small raise and 
begin buying stuff they 
previously couldn’t afford, 
the makers and sellers of that 
stuff make a windfall, which 
for some piques their greed.

Not content with the 
increased profits from 
higher sales, they seize the 
opportunity to raise prices 
because there is more com-
petition for their products.

Politicians label it infla-
tion, setting the stage for a 
financial double whammy 
windfall for the already 
rich, and the Fed, on sched-
ule, raises interest rates to 
“fight inflation.”

These same CEOs and 
shareholders with portfolios 
that include banks and mort-
gage lenders are now set to 
receive their part two reward 
for raising prices. The Fed (or 
in our country, the Bank of 
Canada) raises interest rates.

Increased interest rates 
have an almost immediate 
and predictable impact. On 
top of barely being able to 
afford food, gas and other 
staples due to higher prices, 
the middle class now starts 
losing their homes as well, 
not because they can’t afford 
it, but because they can’t 
afford the increased monthly 
interest payments to the 
banks and mortgage lenders.

The homeowners evicted 
from their homes must now 
compete for increasingly 
rare and costly rentals that 
are also unaffordable.

Rents they must pay after 
losing their home often ex-
ceed their previous mortgage 
payments, except now the 
bank owns their home and 
they have lost their good 

credit rating. Inability to 
qualify for a mortgage renew-
al in times of higher interest 
rates is a game changer.

How is it that we still 
rule our economics with 
this antiquated system of 
punishments to the middle 
class when it is corporations 
that raise the price of goods 
and services?

Economists expound that 
the way to combat inflation 
is to curb the buying power 
of the middle class by rais-
ing interest rates. It indeed 
does that, with a byproduct 
of increasing profits and 
incomes for the wealthy, 
banks and large monopolis-
tic corporations.

Is this really the only or 
best solution? When infla-
tion is quelled, prices never 
go back down all the way to 
or even near previous levels. 
Why is that?

Maybe the idea of using 
interest rate increases to 
ease inflation held less col-
lateral damage on citizens 
when the idea was first 
promulgated, but today’s 
effect of kicking the middle 
class out of their homes is 
too steep a price to pay.

Home ownership today is 
unaffordable to a growing 
segment of the population 
and many of our youth have 
already discounted the idea 
of ever being a homeowner. 
The alternative, a life of 
renting, is also unafford-
able, thanks to growing 

competition for scarce rent-
als, and it provides no nest 
egg for retirement.

Dylan released “The 
Times They are a-Changin’ 
“ in 1964 and those of us 
around at that time can at-
test to the fact times really 
were changing.

We had the Vietnam war, 
civil activism, the influential 
boomer generation getting 
politically active, hippie and 
drug culture to cite but a few, 
but no one grew up think-
ing they would fall behind 
their parents in their ability 
to earn enough to own their 
own home someday.

But that’s where we are 
today.

Many of our kids no longer 
see home ownership as in-
evitable, but as unattainable. 
Since the 1960s food sales 
competition in Canada has 
dwindled from more than 
50 to only five monopolistic 
corporations that control our 
food choices and prices.

That is one real cause of 
inflation, not the middle class 
owning homes and getting a 
small increase in salary.

In his song 60 years 
ago, Dylan had some 
advice: … Your old road is 
rapidly agin’, Please get out 
of the new one if you can’t 
lend your hand, For the 
times they are a-changin’.

Niagara-on-the-Lake resi-
dent Keith McNenly was the 
chief administrator of the 
Town of Mono for 41 years.

 The times they are a-changin’

Joyous pizza at potluck

Hal Taheri was baking up fresh pizza for Joyous NOTL’s third-annual potluck last week. The group, which can 
be found on Facebook, hosts a variety of community events to connect people. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Guest column
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LETTER OF THE WEEK

Garth Turner
Columnist

A nice heritage home 
sold in Old Town this 
week. The asking price 
was competitive, but no 
cigar. The new owner got it 
for 14 per cent less.

As mentioned here 
last week, it’s a buyer’s 
market. Lots of inventory. 
Scant sales. Sticky prices, 
now (apparently) starting 
to crack.

What a change from when 
my dog-walking bud Harold 
sold his house around the 
corner a year ago (and sadly 
moved to St. Catharines).

He got an unsolicited 
juicy offer and closed at 

his convenience with no 
commission. Now the place 
has sprouted a fancy French 
name painted on the front in 
(of course) fancy script.

We love real estate. On 
average 55 per cent of 
Canadians’ net worth is 
in it. When you strip out 
renters (currently half the 
Toronto population) that 
number zooms higher. We 
also carry $2.2 trillion in 
mortgage debt. How much 
is that? It’s bigger than the 
whole economy.

My neighbour thinks he’s 
a condo genius. Or did. He 
bought four in downtown 
Toronto. After all, rents 
have been steadily rising. 
Prices always go up. And 
who can trust the stock 
market, he asks? Real estate, 
he adds, is real. What can 
possibly go wrong?

As it turns out, lots. With 
condos, more than a lot.

First, rents are falling. Not 
rising. That was so 2023. 
In the GTA, the average 
monthly for both one and 
two-bedders is down year 
over year. As interest rates 

roll back, this will ripple 
through the market.

Second, rental condos 
are a financial sinkhole. 
Even the banks who lend 
the mortgage money to buy 
them agree. A report from 
my pal Benny Tal, now 
chief economist at CIBC, is 
a stark warning for anyone 
thinking about being a 
landlord.

In 2022, for the first time, 
a majority (52 per cent) of 
rental condos with a mort-
gage lost money. Last year 
it was 77 per cent. So far 
this year, 82 per cent.

The average monthly loss 
to owners is $597, which is 
2.5 times higher than two 
years ago. Condo carrying 
costs increased 21 per cent 
last year. Rents went up 8 

per cent. Do the math.
Third, condo prices are 

eroding. Resale inven-
tory is growing fast (almost 
12,000) and there are over 
17,500 unsold new condos 
in Toronto alone. Per-foot 
valuations — which had 
been as high as $1,400 for 
recently completed build-
ings — have plopped to 
about a thousand. 

So tons of supply and tep-
id demand means properties 
are worth less. Not only 
are investor-landlords in 
negative cash flow, they own 
units losing equity and they 
probably can’t sell them.

Worse, if you decide to 
sell within a year of buying 
you face the federal anti-flip 
legislation. Any profit is 
added to income and taxed 
at your marginal rate.

But any loss cannot be 
used as a deduction from 
capital gains. Unfair — 
for which you can blame 
Finance Minister Chrystia 
Freeland.

But wait. The misery ain’t 
over yet.

If you must turf your ten-

ant, you can’t. Non-payment 
of rent doesn’t give you the 
right to change the locks.

And it could be endless 
months before the case 
comes before the overloaded 
landlord/tenant board. In 
Toronto now a renovation 
will require an engineer’s 
report before a notice to 
vacate can be delivered. 
And then there may be an 
appeal. 

And if you get fed up and 
leave the unit empty? 

Then face the vacant-
house tax in Toronto, even 
if you decide to stay in the 
place every weekend to es-
cape the crush of humanity 
on NOTL’s Queen Street.

That tax is a killer at 3 per 
cent of market value. On an 
$800,000 condo, it’s $2,000 
a month, atop condo fees, 
property tax and financing.

Still want to be a GTA 
landlord? Opt for a root 
canal instead.

Garth Turner is a NOTL 
resident, journalist, author, 
wealth manager and former 
federal MP and minister. 

garth@garth.ca

Have dreams of being a landlord? Do the math first

A fancy French name, in fancy script, has been added to 
this beautiful home in NOTL’s Old Town. GARTH TURNER

Dear editor:
Lord Mayor Gary 

Zalepa’s response to the 
July 30 protest at town hall 
(“Protesting residents want 
council to understand the 
‘vocal majority,’ “ Aug. 1), 
is disappointing in both its 
lack of meaningful content 
and its cynical attempt to 
“change the channel.”

Based on the alleged 
behaviour of “some protest-
ers,” he cast the entire group 
collectively as villains using 
intimidation as a tactic.

A few facts follow.
The protesters were iso-

lated by police to be “on the 
grass.”

People shouted “Shame,” 
“Liar” and “Resign” from a 
distance. Councillors were 
not blocked on their way 
to the town hall. Protesters 
who wanted to attend the 
supposedly public council 
meeting were prevented 
from doing so and the 
viewing of the meeting was 
blocked by a curtain.

If “some” individuals ille-
gally assaulted councillors, 
as alleged by the lord mayor 
and some other council-
lors, then charges should 
be laid. The police were on 
site and available to take 

action against inappropriate 
behaviour by any individual 
protester. No action was 
apparently warranted.

If shouting “Shame,” 
“Liar” and “Resign” from 
a controlled venue at a 
distance is unacceptable 
protest in the lord mayor’s 
view, then what is accept-
able? Silent vigil?

If the lord mayor wants 
to: “work together to foster 
more respectful dialogue 
moving forward,” then as 
a start, perhaps he should 
refrain from the low road 
tactic of changing the chan-
nel from councillors’ behav-
iour and broken promises to 
a debate about unsupported 
allegations of “unacceptable 
behaviour” by unidentified 
protesters in a space con-
trolled by the police.

He is using a cynical and 
well-known public rela-
tions strategy: if you don’t 
like the subject — “council 
votes” — change the subject 
— “protester behaviour.”

While talking at length 
about the behaviour of 
“some” unidentified protest-
ers, he said not one word, 
not one, about the subject at 
hand which is the imple-
mentation, or more accu-
rately, non-implementation, 
of the town’s official plan.

I encourage the lord 
mayor and the rest of coun-
cil to take the high road and 
respect the official plan.

Or if the majority of 
council believes changes 
are needed to the plan 
to foster “progress” and 
“tax management,” those 
changes should go through 

an appropriate democratic 
planning process and 
not be subject to council 
votes that more and more 
reduce the confidence of 
the town’s citizens in the 
overall process of local 
government.

The lord mayor is correct 
in one respect: this situation 
is deteriorating. However, he 
is a major contributor to this 
deterioration.

As council’s leader, it is 
his narrative to manage. 
But he appears to have lost 
control of it.

He will have only a few 
more chances to change his 
increasingly confrontational 
tone that many believe as 
stems from perceived, if 
not real, conflicts of interest 
within council.

The lord mayor and 
council have the duty, re-
sponsibility and opportunity 
to take the high road and 
restore confidence in our 
local government.

They can do so by fos-
tering transparency and 
accountability and, most 
importantly, restoring 
TRUST, which is, after all, 
the real subject at hand.

Paul Kirkconnell
NOTL

Dear editor:
In Peter Rusin’s Aug. 1 

letter to the editor, (“Educa-
tion is solution to anti-devel-
opment protests in NOTL,”) 
he calls for education as a 
means to resolving, at least 
in part, anti-development 
protests in NOTL.

I couldn’t agree more.
To be clear, the town 

planning department’s 
webpages provide excellent 
infographics and informa-
tion explaining the process 
and clearly illustrating that 
the official plan, which 
many believe is set in 

stone, is in fact a living 
document that moves with 
the times and shifting 
regulations.

The problem is that 
people aren’t reading it and 
perhaps more explanation 
around certain steps in the 
process is required.

As a solution, I encourage 
the planning department to 
provide a roadshow or series 
of workshops at the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Community 
Centre or other venues to 
provide such education.

Peter Warrack
NOTL

Dear editor:
Following gardening 

columnist Joanne Young’s 
panegyric on the subject of 
hydrangeas, (“More from 
the world of hydrangeas,” 
Aug. 1), I propose we adopt 
the flower in all its glory 
as the “Official Flower of 
NOTL.”

Here in The Village, 
where I live, hydrangeas are 
ubiquitous and deserve the 
recognition.

Nigel Napier-Andrews
NOTL

Protester Jean O’Malley discusses her concerns with Coun. 
Erwin Wiens during last week’s protest of council. FILE

Tiny quick fire hydrangea.

Mayor Zalepa’s criticism of protest  
a cynical attempt to ‘change channel’

Planning department 
workshops would help 
public get the picture

Hydrangea should be 
official flower of NOTL
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OPINION

Brian Marshall
Columnist

Allow me to begin with a 
short factual commentary 
on the July 30 citizen’s 
rally held on the lawns of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s town 
hall and municipal offices.

This protest was attended 
by about 200 residents who 
gathered to express their 
profound disagreement with 
a series of development 
decisions the town’s council 
has made made during its 
first 19 months in office.

These decisions, which 
have and will affect virtu-
ally every village and the 
agricultural lands in NOTL, 
were represented by people 
who put boots-on-the-
ground in the rally.

As I walked through 
the gathering, which was 
dominated by grey-haired 
folks from the villages and 
rural sections of NOTL, I 
was gratified to see strong 
representation of the town’s 
younger resident demo-
graphic.

Several of them brought 
their children to witness one 
of the fundamental rights 
in democracy: the option to 
come together and express 
their opinions relative to 
the actions of their elected 
representatives.

It was my observation, 
particularly given the 
universal opinion expressed 
to me by those gathered on 
the lawns, that many of this 
council’s decisions are the 
antithesis of their campaign 
promises.

This rally was incredibly 
civilized — no surprise in 
light of the predominance 
of polite and conservative 
“grey-haired” attendees. 

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa 
and Coun. Erwin Wiens 
walked the pathways past 
the gathered citizens to 
enter the town hall through 
the front doors: props to 
them both for their brave, 

but perhaps ill-advised, 
walk, since that action 
underwrote and reinforced 
their commitment to a vot-
ing record that the residents 
in attendance generally 
viewed as catering to devel-
opers at the expense of the 
town’s character.

As they walked, a small 
component of the crowd ex-
pressed their position more 
vocally, using terms like 
“shame” and “resign.”

I am forced to observe 
that these calls, expressed 
by residents tired of being 
ignored by their elected 
“representatives,” were nei-
ther “abhorrent” — as char-
acterized by Erwin Wiens in 
his comments to The Lake 
Report’s article by Julia 
Sacco (Aug. 1, “Protesting 
residents want council to 
understand the ‘vocal major-
ity’”) nor “appalling” as he 
suggested in Kevin Werner’s 
article in the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Advance (July 31, 
“’It was appalling’: Mob 
angry about development 
approvals swarms NOTL 
councillors”).

To suggest that this gath-
ering was anything more 
than a peaceful demonstra-
tion of residents’ intent 
and desire to preserve the 
unique community of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake — in all its 
parts — is the grossest type 
of mischaracterization.

In fact, as Coun. Sandra 
O’Connor made her way 
through the gathering to the 
town hall doors, she was 
awarded with a universal 
round of thunderous ap-
plause as a result of her 
performance in council 
and consistently voting in 
accordance with her 2022 
election campaign promises.   

A record that might serve 
as an example to others 
on council as was simply 
pointed out by the Ni-
agara Foundation’s July 25 
advertisement in The Lake 
Report, titled “Promises 
Made.”

It seems the old saying 
that a person receives the 
accolades and respect they 
earn through their actions 
still remains true.

Oh, and by the way, 
citizen rallies of this type 
do work. 

In the July 30 council 
meeting, two contentious is-
sues on their agenda — the 

severance of the heritage 
designated property at 187 
Queen St. in Old Town and 
the clear-cutting of more 
than 800 mature trees in 
Virgil on the Konik Estate 
property — were defeated.

Although, it must be said 
the latter has been “referred 
back to staff” and remains 
an issue that must be 
watched. 

Still, it does make one 
wish for the form of democ-
racy that has been practised 
in Switzerland since the 
19th century.

You see, the Swiss have 
their elected bodies at 
various levels and these 
bodies operate generally in 
accordance with a typical 
representational democ-
racy model.

However, alongside the 
usual voting rights accorded 
in democracies, the Swiss 
people also have the right to 
vote on specific issues.

For example, certain 
types of legislation may 
only be enacted into law af-
ter a mandatory referendum 
is conducted which is open 
to all citizens.

Further, all citizens 
possess the right to chal-
lenge any law approved by 
the parliament by collect-
ing 50,000 signatures and 
thereby forcing an “optional 
referendum” held nation-
wide — the result of which 
is the final ruling authority 
on the law.

They may also, at any 
time, propose a modification 
of the federal constitution, 
requiring a higher threshold 

of 100,000 signatures within 
18 months to underwrite a 
referendum (“federal popu-
lar initiative”) and again, the 
citizen vote on the matter is 
final authority. 

So, to put this in perspec-
tive, the population of Swit-
zerland was, in 2022, 8.78 
million with 5.5 million 
voters. Therefore, 50,000 
signatures represents 0.9 
per cent of voters.

In that same year, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake had 
15,996 voters and, if we had 
a similar system, an “op-
tional referendum” could 
be forced with a mere 143 
signature threshold. 

This is well below the 
1,157 voter signatures reg-
istered in just a week by the 
two petitions currently on 
change.org (“Reverse town 
council actions that threaten 
Niagara-on-the-Lake & 
its national legacy” and 
“Urge Niagara-on-the-Lake 
councilors to uphold town’s 
official plan and respect 
voters’ choice”), not to men-
tion the number of on-paper 
signatures associated with 
these petitions.

And, by the way, both pe-
titions are still open, active 
and ask you to weigh in on 
this matter. 

If you have reasons to 
agree with recent council 
decisions on development, 
I can respect that. However, 
if you are opposed, the au-
thors of these petitions are 
still calling for your voices 
to be heard.

Now, let’s turn the page 
to a recent email I received 

from a Virgil resident, 
who stated “I am reaching 
out to you for some help 
on a proposed four-storey 
building plus rooftop patio 
next door to my house” and 
concluded with a plea that 
read, “Please help us.”

While off the top, I am 
not yet prepared to weigh in 
on this application, it must 
be stated that I detest any 
application that subsumes 
the total height of a building 
into the number of storeys.

This is a red herring 
deliberately introduced in 
a developer’s application to 
ameliorate and deflect any 
questions associated with 
“total height.”

Normal and universally 
accepted convention as-
sociated with the design of 
a multi-storey residential 
development calculates a 
“storey” at 10 feet, while a 
commercial “storey” might 
vary between a minimum 
of 12 and a maximum of 
15 feet.

So, four residential “sto-
reys” equal 40 feet, while 
in a commercial overture, 
the same four-storey build-
ing might — in the most 
extreme and very unlikely 
case — reach a total height 
of 60 feet. 

In a typical hotel design, 
the first storey may use the 
full 15 feet (or more) but 
“room” floors would not 
typically exceed 12 feet, 
therefore, any building sug-
gested to be “four storeys” 
would, at a normal maxi-
mum, not exceed a finished 
height of 56 feet. 

So, both the Virgil over-
ture at 52 feet exceeds and 
thereby fails this standard-
ized criteria. Moreover, the 
Parliament Oak overture, at 
62 feet (not including any 
rooftop mechanical enclo-
sures) exceeds the “extreme 
case” commercial criterion 
cited above.

It also needs to be noted 
that both of these applica-
tions are well above the 
maximum height allow-
ance in the town’s offi-
cial plan (bylaws) which 
establishes the acceptable 
height in these jurisdic-
tions at no more than plus-
or-minus 36 feet.

As a matter of note, the 
reports produced for Hum-
mel Properties vis-à-vis the 
Virgil development are sig-
nificantly superior to those 
prepared for Two Sisters 
Resorts (Parliament Oak) 
since none of the reports to 
the former absolve the con-
sultancy firm of liability.

That said, in the studies 
submitted with both of these 
applications and in various 
others drawn from the town 
website as reviewed by this 
columnist to date, there is a 
very curious omission.

In no case have the 
reports I’ve read to date 
addressed quantifying their 
additional sewage/waste 
water against NOTL’s treat-
ment plant capacity.

In straight-forward terms, 
if our treatment facility is 
operating at 60 per cent of 
capacity and the calculated 
addition equals 20 per cent, 
we are all good.

But, what happens if the 
current processing capac-
ity is at 90 per cent and the 
additional 20 per cent is 
added?

That puts the NOTL 
taxpayers on the hook for 
expanding the treatment 
plant infrastructure.

As Richard Connelly — 
with nearly four decades 
of professional expertise 
in this field — pointed out, 
this would normally be a 
standard and required inclu-
sion in any infrastructure 
report in all North Ameri-
can jurisdictions. 

So, why isn’t it here?  
Brian Marshall is a 

NOTL realtor, author and 
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration 
and heritage.

Protests and problematic planning reports

Brian Marshall, who observed the protest against town council’s recent development 
decisions last week, says he finds it hard to take Coun. Erwin Wiens’ comments seriously 
that the grey-haired protesters were “abhorrent” or “appalling.” DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Visit  konzelmann.ca for  detai ls .

New!
Enjoy a seasonal summer bbq pairing board complete with

wine flight including frozen peach sangria! FROM $30/PERSON
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Dear editor:
I was disheartened by the 

statement Lord Mayor Gary 
Zalepa released following 
the July 30 protest outside 
town hall.

He chose not to address 
the concerns that led more 
than 200 taxpayers to go 
there and demand a change 
of course.

Not once did he explain 
his reasons for going against 
the town’s official plan, and 
his election promises, by 
voting in favour of develop-
ment projects that many of 
his constituents clearly do 
not support.

Not once did he express 
regret that recent devel-
opment decisions made 
by council have angered 
many Niagara-on-the-Lake 
residents, or explain why he 
believes those decisions are 
in their best interests.

The apparent unwilling-
ness of the lord mayor and 
several councillors to hear 
and consider the concerns 
of residents as an integral 
component of their deci-
sion-making process is also 
problematic: presentations 

by delegations have been 
limited to five minutes or 
less; the mayor and other 
councillors have made it 
clear they rely almost 
exclusively on staff reports 
when deciding how to vote 
on issues; the feedback 
offered by town’s advisory 
committees has been largely 
ignored in several instances; 
some of the experts on those 
committees have been sus-
pended, apparently because 
they spoke out against coun-
cil decisions; and little or no 
consideration is being given 
to the town’s official plan 
when development decisions 
are made.

In recent months, coun-
cil has approved several 
development projects that 
will irrevocably change the 
nature of our town and set 
precedents that will make 
it difficult to stop similar 
projects from being built in 
the future.

The long-term impacts 
of those projects on the 
town’s infrastructure are 
unclear, as NOTL has not 
commissioned its own 
study to determine this, 

nor what the cost to tax-
payers of addressing those 
impacts might be.

Instead, it is apparently 
relying on reports commis-
sioned by the developers 
themselves, who clearly 
have a vested interest in the 
outcome of those studies. 
And as the old saying states, 
“He who pays the piper 
calls the tune.”

In his statement, the lord 
mayor decries the lack of re-
spect residents have shown 
to him and councillors. 
Yet that should come as no 
surprise, given the lack of 
respect that the lord mayor 
and several councillors have 
shown to residents.

Combined with the elec-
tion promises that were 
made and subsequently bro-
ken, it’s easy to understand 
why many residents’ trust in 
the lord mayor and council 
has been eroded, and why 
so many felt compelled to 
protest outside town hall on 
July 30.

NOTL’s official plan was 
and is intended to guide 
future development in our 
town. It has been care-

fully thought through and 
researched, with the intent 
of ensuring that our town 
continues to thrive be a 
great place to live, work, 
play and do business.

Changing it willy-nilly 
at the whim of develop-
ers makes no sense and is 
simply wrong.

The current situation in 
NOTL reminds me of the 
film “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
We need a George Bailey to 
stand up for what is right. 
I commend everyone who 
participated in the protest 
at town hall and particu-
larly Karen Taylor-Jones for 
organizing it.

But one protest will not, 
I suspect, be enough to win 
the day. We need to con-
tinue to make our voices 
heard.

My message to the lord 
mayor and the councillors 
who have supported what 
I believe are bad develop-
ment projects for our town 
remains the same: Recon-
sider or resign; respect our 
official plan.

Terry Davis
NOTL

The following letter was 
sent to members of NOTL 
council. A copy was submit-
ted to The Lake Report for 
publication.

People are angry. In 
fact, they are very angry 
and frustrated that their 
voices are not being heard 
by their representatives 
(“NOTL protests town 
council,” The Lake Re-
port, Aug. 1).

There has even been a 
call for certain members 
of council to resign since 
they no longer have the 

confidence of many of the 
people who elected them.

They are also accused of 
breaking election prom-
ises. As The Lake Report 
comment in its editorial in 
the same edition, (“Anger, 
division and the future of 
NOTL,”), it is very un-
usual for NOTL residents 
to take to the streets in 
protest of council.

This simply shows the 
depth and dimension of an 
issue that is very impor-
tant to the residents of 
Old Town and others in 

NOTL — and should not 
be ignored.

The heritage, history 
and look of Old Town are 
fundamental and ex-
tremely important issues 
to its residents. Old Town 
is unique and should be 
protected by council.

Common sense says 
that Parliament Oak is a 
special and unique case 
and resident input should 
be seriously considered 
before any decision is 
made by council.

It should not be left solely 

up to those elected. How-
ever, this was not done.

The level of residents’ 
anger at the time of protest 
led to some displays of of-
fensive conduct, according 
to the mayor.

While such conduct is 
not condoned, this is not 
surprising since many see 
the conduct of council and 
its refusal to listen to the 
residents on this important 
and special issue as even 
more offensive.

Derek Collins
NOTL

Council needs to listen to residents’ concerns

People are angry and frustrated with council

Have an opinion you want heard?
Send a letter to the editor to 
editor@niagaranow.com

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be 
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness, 
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name, street address and a daytime telephone number 

so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be 
published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

We welcome your letters
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Dear editor:
Although I realize it was 

not your newspaper that 
published such a nega-
tive article about our rally 
outside town hall, I felt it 
best to write to you while 
acknowledging the obvi-
ous bias of NOTL’s other 
publication.

Once again, the “Local 
jokal” has done an injustice 
to the people.

They stood behind our 
local government and sup-
ported them by falsifying 
information, leaving mem-
bers of what they called 
the “angry mob” looking 
like criminals who have, 
in the words of developer 
Rainer Hummel, “tarnished 
NOTL.”

I suppose it makes sense, 
though, as that publica-
tion has often misquoted 
people and not corrected 
the record.

Not only did I, as the 
organizer of the protest, 
feel that everything was 
rather calm considering 
how angry we all were, but 

so did my crowd control 
volunteers and the police 
officers who were there the 
entire time.

The bullhorn was used 
for chanting, for reading 
off the lies of our elected 
officials pre-election, for 
advising people to stay on 
the grass and for letting ev-
eryone know when council-
lors and mayor had arrived.

Not once did anyone 
suggest that people swarm 
the entrances. I’ve also read 
online and in the paper 
that vulgar language, racial 
slurs and inappropriate 
insults were used by mem-
bers of our “mob.”

We have since deter-
mined that two men took 
part in such goings on be-
hind the town office, while 
councillors were entering.

If we are able to identify 
these men, we will make 
it clear they are no longer 
welcome as part of our 
group.

Everyone else who 
showed up was respectful. 
They followed the requests 

of the town and Niagara 
Regional Police to stay off 
the path, which allowed 
councillors and others to 
enter town hall without any 
issue.

People chanted “liar,” 
“resign” and “shame,” but 
not once did I hear any-
thing one would consider 
inappropriate.

The other publication 
also stated that no protest-
ers entered the chamber 
and that’s inaccurate as 
well. I went in with a friend 
who had business there.

When we left, four other 
people were still inside. 
Two women later came out 
while we were cleaning up 
signs that were left behind.

Overall, I thought our 
rally was successful. It was 
great to see all of those 
people show up to voice 
their concerns and support 
our town.

Police estimated that 350 
people were in attendance. 
That is huge.

I’m so proud of everyone 
for being there and keep-

ing their cool. Just because 
things are reported one 
way, doesn’t mean that’s 
the reality of things, es-
pecially when it’s coming 
from a biased publication 
or a mayor and council who 
know they’re going against 
public opinion.

Furthermore, they’re 
going to have to find a way 
to change the decisions 
they’ve made, specifically 
regarding Parliament Oak, 
or we will keep coming 
back.

We will keep gaining 
momentum. We will keep 
pushing for their resig-
nations. We WILL save 
NOTL. We WILL save the 
heritage of the first capital 
of Upper Canada.

It’s a shame that 350 
people were blamed for the 
ignorance of a few. Let it be 
known that during our fight 
to save our town that any-
one who is with our group 
will be held responsible for 
their actions.

Karen Taylor-Jones
NOTL

The following letter was 
sent to members of NOTL 
council. A copy was submit-
ted to The Lake Report for 
publication.

Although councillors 
didn’t think they had a 
chance of convincing the 
Ontario Land Tribunal to 
halt the Parliament Oak 
five-star hotel development, 
at the very least, they should 
have challenged the plan-
ning decision on behalf of 
the residents of Niagara-on-
the-Lake and objected to the 
approval for the change of 
use, which flies in the face 

of the official plan.
Who in their right mind 

builds a hotel in the middle 
of residential housing?

The town does not need 
another hotel, we don’t need 
more tourists, as NOTL is 
overflowing already.

Most of our councillors 
failed in their total lack of 
effort and concern for the 
residents and official plan.

The next big concern 
is traffic routing for the 
project.

Are we to have thunder-
ing trucks down King Street 
through a quiet residential 

area or should there be 
restrictions? These should 
not be made in favour of 
developers and contractors 
for their convenience.

NOTL already has swaths 
of land, bought by develop-
ers, that are sitting idle, cre-
ating unsightly areas near 
the entrance of NOTL.

The old Mori Gardens 
property has looked liked 
a bomb site for the last two 
years. Does the town not 
impose a time limit for 
areas to remain fallow?

The Marotta lands could 
no have 200 or more homes, 

instead of the original 169. 
What happened?

Councillors and the plan-
ning department have failed 
in their task of maintaining 
any support from residents.

The submissions from 
developers may have met 
planning department req-
uisites but have ignored the 
residents’ concerns and the 
very reason NOTL is a pre-
ferred area to live, not just 
visit and buy an ice cream 
and leave the garbage for 
taxpayers to clean up.

Jean O’Malley
NOTL

Dear editor:
It is obvious to me and 

many Niagara-on-the-Lake 
residents that some mem-
bers of town council and 
our planning department 
seem to reside on another 
planet.

Let me get this straight: 
We approve the zoning for 
a four-storey, five-star hotel 
in a residential area, another 
four-storey hotel along his-
toric Queen Street and now 
we agree to rezone a his-
toric property on this same 
historic street — a property 
that received historic desig-
nation 22 years ago.

It’s my understanding that 
all three of these decisions 
are not consistent with the 
town’s official plan or strate-
gic objectives.

If this is the case, then we 
as residents must initiate an 
impeachment process.

Why is this council and 
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa 
intent on destroying the 
cultural heritage of Niagara-
on-the-Lake?

I should add that Couns. 
Gary Burroughs, Sandra 
O’Connor and Tim Balasiuk 
have consistently voted 
against these developments. 
Kudos to them.

The decision to rezone 
187 Queen St., is the last 
straw. The applicant is pro-
posing to sever this historic 
property and build a garage 
with an apartment above it.

That will certainly go 
a long way to solving the 
housing crisis in this town.

But the most unbelievable 
aspect of this whole affair 
is the fact that town staff 
worked with the applicant 
to revise his application in 
order to make it more palat-
able.

If our council insists on 
destroying historic prop-
erties and pandering to 
developers, why not remove 
the historic designation of 
Fort George and thereby 
allow for hotels, condos, etc. 
on that sacred ground?

Imagine our increased tax 
base.

I trust that this council 
will wake up, return to 
Earth and heed some of 
the excellent advice that 
gets reported in our weekly 
newspaper from profes-
sionals like Brian Marshall, 
Jim and Erika Alexander, 
the Lake Report staff, and 
many others.

Buddy Andres
NOTL

Dear editor:
In your Aug. 1 story, 

“Protesting residents want 
council to understand the 
‘vocal majority’,” Jeannie 
Manning is quoted as say-
ing that, if the justification 
is that taxes would increase 
for everyone if development 
does not occur, “to lose our 
heritage and to build hotels 
in residential areas, then a 
lot of us would be happy to 
pay more taxes.”

She does not indicate how 
much more each year that 
she was prepared to pay 
in taxes or how those who 
disagreed could opt out.

This should be con-
trasted with Peter Rusin’s 
letter, “Education is solu-
tion to anti-development 
protests in NOTL.” 

He wrote, “I am not 
willing to pay higher taxes 
because somebody doesn’t 
like something.”

To address both points 
of view I suggest that the 
town should create a Mu-
nicipal Heritage Legal De-
fence Fund. All those who 
feel that money should be 
spent defending heritage 
before the Ontario Land 
Tribunal could donate 
money to the fund.

The money collected 
could be used to hire legal 
counsel and experts in 
cases that have no chance 

of succeeding. Once the 
money is depleted in any 
year no further lost causes 
would be funded.

The added attraction of 
such a fund is that the do-
nors would get a charitable 
tax receipt that can be used 
when filing their annual 
tax returns, something that 
can’t be done with taxes 
paid to the town.

Ron Fritz
Queenston

NOTL protesters shouted but kept cool

Town should have fought Parliament Oak plan

Council decisions  
are out of this world

Town residents could start heritage defence fund

Buddy Andres says councillors must be living on Mars with 
the things they’ve been approving recently. MIDJOURNEY

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. 
Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be 
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may 
be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness, 
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name, 
street address and a daytime telephone number so that 
authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general 
addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be published. 
Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop 
them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

Have an 
opinion you 
want heard?
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Follow your dream, home.

August is here and so is BBQ season with friends. Imagine enjoying 
this beautiful setting in a private yard, preparing dinner and pouring a 

glass of Niagara wine for your guests in the beautiful kitchen. This 
2+2 bedroom bungalow is perfect as a second getaway home or a 

profitable income property. Call me for your private showing.

Learn more at nancybailey.evrealestate.com.

©2024 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. 
Engel & Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully 

support the principles of the Fair Housing Act.

N A N C Y  B A I L E Y,  C I P S   •   E N G E L  &  V Ö L K E R S  O A K V I L L E
Broker | Private Office Advisor

226 Lakeshore Road East | Oakville | Ontario | L6J 1H8

905-371-4234 | nancy.bailey@evrealestate.com

625 Charlotte Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
$1,195,000

N A N CY  BA I L E Y
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Staff
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
the place to be this month if 
you love admiring beauti-
ful cars — from high-end 
Porsches, to old-school hot 
rods.

Three car shows are tak-
ing place in town over the 
next two weeks, starting this 
Friday, Aug. 9 with Niagara 
5000, a luxury vehicle show 
in downtown NOTL.

In partnership with 
McLaren Toronto, the 
Niagara 5000 will see 
about 50 cars — including 
McLarens, Porsches and 
rare, luxury vintage rides — 
lined up and down Queen 
Street, which will be closed 
to regular vehicle traffic for 
the show, from 1 to 5 p.m.

Several thousand car en-
thusiasts packed Old Town 
for last year’s inaugural 
McLaren show.

Earlier on Friday, start-
ing 9 a.m., there will be a 
kids car rally for youngsters 
to come out and rent mini 

electric cars they can take 
for a spin down the road.

For a sneak preview 
at some of the featured 
McLarens, Peller Estates 
is hosting an opening 

night party the day before, 
Aug. 8, at 7 p.m., featur-
ing a three-course dinner, 
fine wines, live music and 
dancing.

This weekend, as the 

Peach Festival takes over 
downtown NOTL, the 
Kinsmen Club of Niagara-
on-the-Lake will host its 
annual Show and Shine car 
show on Sunday, Aug. 11.

It’s in partnership with 
Parks Canada and runs from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Attendees can expect 
to see hundreds of shiny, 
souped-up vintage rides 
outside the Kinsmen Scout 
Hall at the King and Mary 
streets and enjoy barbecued 
food and drinks at the beer/
wine tent, take part in the 
50/50 draw and pick up a 
car show T-shirt.

Tickets are $5 for specta-
tors (and free for children 
under 12 years old), while 
the entry fee for show cars 
is $10. Last year saw more 
than 500 registrations.

Proceeds from the car 
show will go to support 
the Kinsmen Club’s local 
community projects, most 
notably Cystic Fibrosis 
Canada.

Finally, on Sunday Aug. 
18, the St. Davids & Dis-
trict Lions club will host 
its Show and Shine from 
10 a.m. to  4 p.m. — an-
other dazzling display of 
vintage cars, with featured 
vehicles in the past, includ-

ing Chevys, Jaguars, Fords 
and more.

It’s at the club’s park on 
York Road.

The entrance fee for anyone 
who wants their ride in the 
show is $15 the day of the 
event, while spectators can 
both enter and park for free.

Like the Kinsmen Club’s 
show, there will be food, 
a beer tent, music, a 50/50 
draw and more.

All proceeds from the Li-
ons Clubs’ show will go to 
Food4Kids Niagara, which 
provides healthy food pack-
ages for elementary school 
students who need it during 
the weekend and throughout 
the summer months.

Details: 
Niagara 5000, Friday, 

Aug. 9, 1 to 5 p.m., Queen 
Street

NOTL Kinsmen Club 
Show and Shine, Sunday, 
Aug. 11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
430 King St.

St. Davids and Lions Club 
Show and Shine, Sunday, 
Aug. 18, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
1462 York Rd.

NOTL’s three car shows will offer a look at super cars, classic cars and more. The Kinsmen 
Show and Shine is on Sunday, the Niagara 5000  is Friday and the St. Davids Lions Club 
Show and Shine is next Sunday, Aug. 18. FILE PHOTO/DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Hot rods and cool wheels at NOTL’s three car shows

Staff
The Lake Report

There are less than two 
weeks left until Niagara-
on-the-Lake Community 
Palliative Care’s “Shred-it” 
event on Saturday, Aug. 17.

The popular annual fun-
draiser is a chance to have 
your confidential papers 
properly destroyed — and 
an opportunity to finan-
cially support the palliative 
care service’s work in the 
community.

Volunteers will be in the 
back parking lot at Simp-
son’s Pharmacy at 1882 
Niagara Stone Rd. from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

They will grab the papers 
from your vehicle and carry 
them to Shred-it trucks for 
destruction and disposal.

The fee is $8 for the 
equivalent of a banker’s 
box or $20 for three boxes. 
If you do not have a bank-
er’s box, volunteers will 
estimate how much paper 
you have on site. Banker’s 
boxes are not needed to 
drop off your documents.

Please note the organiz-
ers will not actually be 
selling banker’s boxes.

The fundraiser is spon-
sored by Meridian Credit 
Union and Hummel Prop-
erties, with all proceeds 
going to NOTL Communi-
ty Palliative Care Services.

Here are the details of 
how the disposal process 
will work:

Organizers will have 
traffic cones and people 
stationed all around the 
clearly marked parking 

lot to take the money and 
direct to people looking 
to shred documents to the 
trucks. 

There will be no need to 
leave your vehicle: volun-
teers will take the boxes 
out of the vehicle for you, 
reducing chances of injury.

Volunteers will be work-
ing in shifts at the site 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., or 
when the Shred-it trucks 
are full.

Note that they will 
not be shredding papers 
earlier. The large trucks 
require a clear pathway to 
the parking lot the day of, 
so organizers discourage 
early-bird arrivals.

For more informa-
tion, visit notlpc.com/
event/2024-shred-it-fund-
raising-campaign.

Volunteers will help people unload the papers from their trunk into the Shred-It truck on 
Aug. 17. The fundraiser will support NOTL Palliative Care efforts in town. FILE

Shred those unwanted papers  
at fundraiser for palliative care
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Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

For many artists, like 
illustrator Caitlin Wooll, 
Art at the Pumphouse is 
an opportunity to con-
nect with the community 
of artists, artisans and art 
lovers from the region and 
beyond — while gaining 
valuable exposure.

Dozens were at the Niag-
ara Pumphouse Arts Centre 
the weekend of Aug. 3 and 
4 for the annual show in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, which 
featured a diverse array of 
original works, including 
paintings, photography, 
sculpture, and pottery.

Wooll, who was partici-
pating for the first time, 
was pleased with the turn-
out and the town’s support 
for its artists. 

Specializing in ink 
drawings of anthropomor-
phic scenes, she said she 
valued the visibility and 
the chance for connection.

“It’s good to have stuff 
like this in town that the 
locals can participate in. 
It’s drawing a lot of tour-
ists too, which is great,” 
she said, adding that she 
looks forward to returning 
next year.

Tim Sullivan, who has 
been part of the show for 
four years, was similarly 
excited about its influence 
on local artists and com-
munity involvement. 

Involved with the 
Pumphouse for around six 
years, Sullivan is primar-
ily known for his land-
scape paintings. 

In his opinion, the occa-

sion serves as a spark for 
enhancing connections in 
the community and bring-
ing attention to artists 
from NOTL and beyond.

“You get people co-
operating on these shows 
and you get to know the 
other vendors. And many 
of them are from this 
area,” Sullivan said. “It’s 
very good exposure.” 

The event also offered 
attendees a chance to par-
take in several festivities: 
many purchased artwork 
directly from the artists, 
enjoyed drinks from the 
bistro and listened to me-
lodic performances by lo-
cal musicians in the rose 
garden, all while strolling 
through and exploring 
various artists’ booths.

Indoors, guests made 
donations, viewed more 
art in the gallery, partici-
pated in a silent auction 
and retrieved a “Family 
Friendly Days Art Kit.” 

Manuel Trujillo appreci-
ated the focus on local art, 
viewing it as an excellent 
platform for artists to gain 
visibility and present their 
work.

He also enjoyed the 
lively interactions be-
tween the artists and 
attendees, which added to 
the event’s vibrant atmo-
sphere.

Trujillo felt the event’s 
celebration of creativity 
and community was truly 
impactful. 

“It’s beautiful. I love it.”
paige@niagaranow.com

Left: Pete Malaguti demonstrates watercolour painting. DAVE VAN DE LAAR Right: An aerial view of the festival. RENE BERTSCHI

Pumphouse festival celebrates the bonds between art lovers
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“THE HOUSE THAT 
WILL NOT STAND” ***  (out of five) 

Jackie Maxwell Studio 
Theatre, 2 hours 30 minutes, 
one intermission. Ends Oct 
12. Writer: Marcus Gardley. 
Director: Philip Akin. A 
drama about the free women 
of colour in New Orleans, 
1813.

Penny-Lynn Cookson
Special to The Lake Report

New Orleans. Its name 
conjures up languid, hot, 
steamy nights, Delta blues, 
African drums, gumbo, 
jambalaya, folk Catholicism, 
voodoo, ethnic ease, French 
refinements and Latin sen-
suality.

The famed port on the 
Mississippi was to become 
the third-largest, most 
cultured and wealthiest 
city of America. But in the 
18th and 19th centuries, the 
Louisiana Territory was a 
pawn of European powers 
with France, Spain and Brit-
ain at war and America with 
an expansionist ambition.

Napoleon, beset with 
his army’s defeat in Saint-
Domingue (Haiti) and a 
huge loss of West Indies 
income, plus a pending war 
with Britain, decided to sell, 
abandoning New Orleans 
and America.

The Louisiana Purchase 
of 1803 gave the Ameri-
cans New Orleans and a 

vast territory west of the 
Mississippi to Wyoming 
and Montana, and north to 
southern Saskatchewan and 
Alberta.

In Marcus Gardley’s play 
of major societal change 
and uncertainty in 1813 
New Orleans, the house of 
controlling matriarch Beart-
rice Albans must remain 
standing.

The certainties of French 
and Creole culture, a way of 
life entrenched since 1718, 
equalities achieved within 
the Napoleonic Code and 
the future life of her family 
are now threatened by her 
husband’s death and the 
Yankee north.

Inspired by Federico 
Garcia Lorca’s 1936 classic, 
“The House of Bernarda 
Alba,” where a widow in 
a Spanish village enforces 
eight years of mourning 
on her daughters, Gardley 
places the house of Beart-
rice Albans in Faubourg 
Tremé, a racially mixed area 
of New Orleans.

Beartrice, a domineer-
ing, free woman of colour 
and recent widow, imposes 
a repressive six months of 
mourning on three daugh-
ters, her mad, confined 
sister and a Black female 
servant.

The realistic corpse laid 
out in the drawing room is 

Lazare Albans, common-
law husband and father of 
her daughters, who may or 
may not have died of un-
natural causes after eating 
her sweet potato pie.

He is a white, married 
man with a white family, 
but under the unique formal 
system of plaçage he also 
supports and lives with his 
mistress and children.

Beartrice and her family 
can inherit one-third of his 
property, but the laws will 
change with the imposition 
of different American moral 
and racial values.

She wants to keep her 
daughters close, depen-
dent on her not the plaçage 

system, which she views as 
a type of slavery. But the 
young daughters are resis-
tant and rebellious.

They want freedom and 
love, to meet young men 
and dance at the Quadroon 
Balls. Spirits within and 
without the house must 
be invoked to resolve the 
unfolding conflicts that 
threaten stability of the 
house.

Monica Parks as the 
iron-willed Beartrice 
capably conveys toughness, 
contempt and fatigue. She 
keeps a wary cool when her 
frenemy, the wealthy concu-
bine, La Veuve (Nehassaiu 
deGannes) visits to spy and 
gossip.

For years, Beartrice’s 
sister has been locked up as 
punishment for passionately 
falling in love with a Black 
drummer. Cheryl Mullins 
plays Marie Josephine in a 
convincing whirling dance 
of longing, her long rasta 
dreadlocks swirling wildly 
around her, a symbol of 
defiance.

As the daughters, Agnès 
(Deborah Castrilli) wants to 
be a plaćee for love. Meek, 
pious Maude Lynn (Rais 
Clarke-Mendes) is too weak 
when she needs authority. 
The risk-all Odette escaping 
for a sexual fling is given an 
excited, edgy performance 
by Ryann Myers.

The star of the show 
is Sophia Walker as the 
servant Makeda who strives 
to buy her freedom. Her 

solid acting throughout 
achieves high believability 
as she performs the divining 
voodoo rituals to reach the 
West African spirits who 
will give necessary guid-
ance.

In the altar preparation, 
invocation and possession 
in which she trembles, 
convulses and writhes on 
the floor to an exhausted 
aftermath, she is superb.

Hairstyles and costumes 
are true to the time, espe-
cially the tignon headwraps, 
simple white dresses, Span-
ish black lace shawls and 
dark mourning gowns.

The staging in the round 
with the Louis XV fau-
teuils and the Neo-classical 
récamier chaise-longue 
indicate the refined taste of 
Beartrice.

Evocative lighting and 
lightning, music, claps of 
thunder, faint chirps of 
birds all give life to what 
lay outside the walls of 
the house.

Gardley has written a re-
markable play of discovery, 
a tribute to his New Orleans 
mother and grandmoth-
ers, commissioned for the 
Berkeley Rep Theatre and 
since performed in New 
Haven, Chicago, London 
and New York.

The Shaw has given us a 
very fine first professional 
production in Canada. 

Penny-Lynn Cookson is 
an arts and culture histo-
rian, writer and lecturer liv-
ing in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

A remarkable play and excellent debut in Canada

Rais Clarke-Mendes as Maude Lynn Albans, Ryann Myers as Odette Albans and Deborah 
Castrilli as Agnès Albans, with Sophia Walker as Makeda and Nehassaiu Degannes as La 
Veuve in “The House That Will Not Stand.” DAVID COOPER

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
Gate Street Studio hosted a 
rejuvenating artist workshop 
retreat Saturday, offering a 
vibrant space for creativity 
and community.

The gathering, led by art-
ist Sandra Iafrate, welcomed 
participants from near and 
far, including some from the 
United States, who came to 
explore art and relax.

Held each August, the 
retreat attracts both expe-
rienced and inexperienced 
artists who dive into a range 
of mediums. 

“The retreat is about ad-
dressing mind, body and 
soul and relating on canvas 
colours and gestural brush-
work, which speak to each 
participant’s unique per-
sonality and vision,” Iafrate 
told The Lake Report.

This year, the day began 
with local expert Nancy 
Drope guiding a peaceful 
meditation, setting a tran-

quil tone for the creative 
process to unfold.

Participants then enjoyed 
diverse workshops, which 
included charcoal drawing, 
Dutch floral sketches and 
expressive painting tech-
niques.

Working on a large 16-by-

20-inch canvas, the artists 
experiment with mixed me-
dia, incorporating elements 
like newspaper, textile and 
personal images if they 
wanted to. 

This hands-on approach 
allowed them explore their 
creativity without the pres-

sure of perfection, Iafrate 
said.

The community aspect of 
the retreat is important, she 
added.

“It’s just about engaging 
with other creative people. 
Learning, meeting people 
and spending a really nice, 

relaxing day in the studio,” 
she said. 

The retreat offered not 
only a chance to create but 
also to connect.

Iafrate said the day’s 
blend of artistic instruction, 
relaxation and community-
building ensures that 

participants depart with 
new ideas, a unique art 
piece and a renewed sense 
of inspiration.

She is planning an art-
ist talk at her studio this 
coming weekend. It will 
focus on her current body 
of work.

The artists show off the fruits of their labour from Saturday’s retreat. They created vibrant works depicting flora of all kinds. Right: Working on a large 
16-by-20-inch canvas, the artists experiment with mixed media, incorporating elements like newspaper, textile and personal images. SUPPLIED

Creative retreat focused on art, community and relaxation
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U9-10 Sandtrap and U11 Between The Lines teams
TeamS of the week

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM
(905) 468-4443 • TAXES & GRATUITIES EXTRA
19+ Event. • Tickets Charged 1-Week Prior. 7-Day Cancellation Policy. • 245 King St. NOTL

Join us for The Irish Harp Pub's Annual Golf Tournament
at the stunning Whirlpool Golf Course. Tee-off begins bright
and early at 9:30 am. After a day on the greens, unwind with

drinks, live music, and a delicious meal at The Harp. Your ticket
includes 18-holes of challenging terrain, a power cart for the

tournament, a 20oz pint of your favourite beer, and an entrée of
choice from our diverse menu. Plus, there will be plenty of prizeschoice from our diverse menu. Plus, there will be plenty of prizes

up for grabs! Everyone's welcome to join, bring your friends!

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS • LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

BOOK NOW TO SECURE YOUR SPOT

SEPT 29
TEE-OFF BEGINS

9:30 AM

$160 PER
PERSON
DINNER, GOLF &
ENTERTAINMENT

The U9-10 Sandtrap team is one of The Lake Report’s featured Teams of the Week. Pictured with coach Nick Boissonneault are, front row, Madelyn Bergen, Serenity Bayne, Anniston 
Kruitbosch and Iris Broome-Gulley. Back row, Michael Kamatovic, Dario Danesh, Zenen Boissonneault, Liam Allen and Humza Hamed. Absent are Diyalco Danesh, Kurt Quinones, Holly 
Neuhof, Edis Benic and coaches Dayton Kruitbosch and Audrey Neuhof. The U11 Between The Lines team is one of The Lake Report’s featured Teams of the Week. Shown with 
goaltender Eli Pfeffer in front are Zoey Achal, Noah Kassam, Avery Warren, Leo Pillitteri, Edwin Shepherd, Forbes Dick, Sebastian Rezza, Skielor Reese and Nathan Reid. Back row, coaches 
Mike Pillitteri and Eric Pfeffer, Matt Keda, Micah Penner, Noah Wertsch, Declan MacNeill, coach Mack Pickett, Jack Friesen and Conor MacNeill. PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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Last issue: 
Category: IT GETS OLD
Clue: V.S.O.P., standing for very superior old 
pale, is a premium grade of this liquor aged 
at least four years.
Answer: What is cognac?
Answered first by: Lynda Collet
Also answered correctly (in order) by:  
Bob Wheatley, Pam Dowling, Wade Durling, 
Daniel Smith, Esther VanGorder, Katie Reimer, 
Nancy Rocca, Lynda Hosty, Elaine Landray,  
Marla Percy, Marjory Walker-Barone, 
Tuija Johansson, Catherine Clarke, 
Sheila Meloche
Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,  
with your name, for a chance to win  
a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.  
(Subject line: Riddle me this)
*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR 
JEOPARDY QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every 
week at the Irish Harp Pub. 
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

A global leader in 
hearing healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an 
Audiologist with over 20 years of 
experience who loves helping people 
of all ages in the community. 

Book a complimentary 
hearing test today at 

905.468.9176

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

One of its anthems includes  
the lyrics, “iwi Maori, pakeha, 

rupeke katoa.”

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.  
Category: NATIONAL ANTHEMS

Zahraa Hmood
The Lake Report

Six seconds made a world 
of difference for Kennedy 
Bartel and her rowing part-
ner at the Royal Canadian 
Henley Regatta.

Pushing hard last 
Thursday, the Niagara-on-
the-Lake rower and her 
teammate, Isabella Essig, 
crossed the finish line 
in the women’s under-17 
doubles race, beating five 
other teams and earning 
gold in St. Catharines.

The world-famous re-
gatta, which ran July 30 to 
Aug. 4 at the Martindale 
Pond in St. Catharines, 
featured more than 100 
rowing clubs from across 
Canada and the United 
States in dozens of racing 
events.

Bartel competes as a 
member of the St. Catha-
rines Rowing Club.

The 16-year-old, who 
lives in Virgil with her 
family, scored her first 
gold in the regatta with a 
six-second win over rivals 
from Niagara Falls.

She also helped her club 
claim second place in both 
the women’s under-17 eight 
and cox four races.

This summer’s Royal 
Canadian Henley Regatta 
is a celebration of the row-
ing championship’s 140th 
anniversary and it was 
Bartel’s third time racing 
in it since she started row-
ing two years ago.

Her gold in the 
2,000-metre race was the 
culmination of two years of 
practice and training with 
her rowing club and com-
peting in several competi-
tions each year since 2022 

— but never placing first in 
the Henley championship.

“The feeling crossing the 
finish line was probably one 
of the best feelings I’ve ever 
had, just because I’ve been 
waiting for that moment for 
so long,” Bartel said.

Her expectations were 
high for both this race and 
the eights race, and she felt 
they could clinch the win in 
either one.

The St. Catharines club 
faced plenty of competition 
during the regatta for the 
under-17 doubles category, 
with 63 teams taking part 
in races from July 30 to 
Aug. 1.

“I think we knew we 
could, inevitably, pull out 
and be on top when it came 
to the final,” Bartel said.

From the moment 
everyone left the start, it 
was an intense race, she 
said. Bartel and Essig, who 
are coached by Richard 

Moreau, fought to get out 
ahead of the pack.

“The first 1,000 metres of 
the race, I was just making 
sure that we were staying out 
in front and that we main-
tained our pace,” she said.

Then, at the midway 
point, the five boats behind 
them started speeding up. 
From there, it was all about 
keeping ahead of the other 
teams — and keeping their 
heads.

“It was really hard to stay 
calm,” Bartel said. “I had 
to make sure that we stayed 
out and kept calm, cool and 
collected.”

As they crossed the 
1,500-metre point, the sprint 
for the finish line was on: 
their competition was going 
full steam ahead to catch 
up. The St. Catharines Row-
ing Club duo kept pushing.

In the final 250 metres, 
something came over 
Bartel.

“I kind of had a little bit 
of a feeling in my head that 
we were going to finish up 
ahead, so I kind of just let 
out a call during the race, 
just saying, ‘Go!’ ”

That final push in the 
home stretch paid off. “We 
kind of just flew away from 
every single person in the 
race.”

Her boat crossed the 
finish line first, with a time 
of 8:10.070, beating the 
Niagara Falls Rowing Club, 
which took silver with a 
time of 8:16.030, and the 
Calgary Rowing Club, with 
8:18.050.

For Bartel, it was a mo-
ment of “pure joy,” she said.

Before this win, she had 
come second at Henley four 
times in prior races and 
was still looking for “that 
Henley gold.”

“As we crossed the finish 
line, all those feelings kind 
of went away. It was an 
amazing feeling,” Bartel 
said.

As the regatta season 
comes to a close, Bartel said 
she’s proud of how the year 
went.

“I’m closing out my U17 
chapter being really happy 
for myself,” she said.

Her family is sharing that 
joy with her, including her 
mother, Lesley Bartel, who 
was at the regatta and said it 
was a “very proud moment” 
watching her daughter and 
Essig win the doubles race.

“She’s amazing, she really 
is,” Lesley Bartel said of 
her daughter. “She’s very 
determined. There’s nothing 
I can say to her to inspire 
her: she’s self-motivated.”

For complete results of 
the regatta, go to henleyre-
gatta.ca.

Kennedy Bartel says the feeling of coming in first in the 
women’s under-17 double race – with a considerable lead 
on the competition – was “pure joy.” SUPPLIED

NOTL teen brings home the gold 
in Royal Canadian Regatta rowing
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FISH FRY
Every Thursday 4pm - 7pm
1 piece $12.00
2 piece $18.00

410 king st.   905-468-2353   legion124@gmail.com

Eat-in or Take-out
cash only

we will be donating a portion of this week’s fish fry
sales Directly to the Jasper Legion to support their
recovery from the ongoing wildfires. Cash donations
also being accepted at our branch during the month

of August. Thanks for your support!

EXPERIENCE 
AMICA STONEY CREEK
There is a difference.

1 3 5  K I N G  S T  E
A M I C A . C A / S T O N E Y- C R E E K

JOI N  OU R  E XCLUS I V E  WA I T L I S T  TODAY

We could tell you what makes Amica Stoney Creek 

different from other senior living residences. But we’d 

rather show you. Visit our residence and see how you 

can live independently, with professional, personalized 

care that’s always there if you need it. 

 
Call us to book a tour at 905-664-8444.

NEWS

Paige Seburn
The Lake Report

Joan King has been keep-
ing Terry Fox’s memory 
alive this summer in the 
lead-up to what will be the 
44th anniversary of the 
Terry Fox Run this fall.

She was at the NOTL 
Community Centre on 
Sunday, Aug. 4, selling this 
year’s edition of Terry Fox 
T-shirts to support the Terry 
Fox Foundation.

Through the T-shirts, 
she said she motivates the 
community with Terry Fox’s 
spirit.

“These shirts have a great 
message: No matter what. 
And that’s what Terry Fox 
said. No matter what. No 
matter any condition, he 
kept going and kept run-
ning,” she said. 

She previously sold 
T-shirts at Phil’s Indepen-
dent Grocer on July 12, 
marking the anniversary of 
Fox’s visit to NOTL during 
his Marathon of Hope 44 
years ago. And she was 
at Hendriks Independent 
Grocer on July 28, on what 

would have been Fox’s 66th 
birthday.

Her sales help fund can-
cer research and honour the 
late Candian hero’s legacy, 
building momentum for the 
annual run on Sept. 15, she 
said. 

The back of the T-shirt 
displays what King says is 
an important message: “No 
matter the distance, no mat-
ter the obstacles, no matter 
the journey, no matter the 
odds, no matter what.”

The Terry Fox Foun-
dation’s online timeline 
notes that Fox, driven by 
his cancer battle and the 

need for research funding, 
began his Marathon of 
Hope in 1980 with the aim 
of running across Canada 
to raise money for cancer 
research. 

After 143 days, he had 
to end his run on Sept. 1 
because of the return of 
his illness, which led to his 
untimely death at the age of 
22 less than a year later.

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
holds a special place in 
Terry Fox’s story, King said. 
On July 12, 1980, he made a 
memorable stop in the town, 
taking a break from his run 
to visit.

He was welcomed at the 
Prince of Wales Hotel, 
where there was a reception 
for the community to show 
its support for his journey, 
she said.

“We want to remember 
him and all those special 
times in his life,” she said. 
“And in our life, in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, as well.”

The town planted a tree 
and added a plaque to a 
bench in Simcoe Park to 
honour him, she said, and 
her ongoing T-shirt sales 
help preserve his spirit in 
the community.

King hopes the T-shirts 
will encourage more people 
to join the Marathon of 
Hope and come out to Sim-
coe Park on Sept. 15.

She will also be selling 
shirts at the Peach Festival 
this weekend, on Aug. 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

T-shirts are $25 each, 
while long-sleeved versions 
are $35.

It’s great to get your shirts 
early, she said — wearing 
them before the run helps 
spread the word and culti-
vate enthusiasm. 

Joan King will be selling Terry Fox T-shirts at the Peach 
Festival this weekend, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

T-shirt sales help Terry Fox’s message live on
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Homes are not just listed, they’re...

69 Tanglewood Drive, Glanbrook
Five Bedrooms | Four Bathrooms

$1,099,900

14656 Niagara River Parkway 
 Three Bedrooms | Two Bathrooms

$1,299,900

26 Olde School Court, St. Catharines
Four Bedrooms | Three Bathrooms

$1,550,000

15 Fedorkow Lane, St. Davids 
Six Bedrooms | Four Bathrooms

$1,899,999

9 Kent Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake  
Four Bedrooms | Three Bathroom

$2,049,999

2735 Vimy Road, Port Colborne 
Ten Bedrooms | Six Bathrooms

$4,790,000

Real Honest. Real Friendly. Real Estate

Contact us today!
289-272-5329 | info@davidsdelaat.com

SOLD!
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Last issue’s answers

M
EDIU

M

Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Egg-shaped (4)
4. Occurring after one’s death (10)
9. Kind of engineer (10)
10. First son of Adam and Eve (4)
11. Six (4-5)
13. Also-ran (5)
16. Garment of ancient Rome (4)
17. Nobles (5)
21. Accustom (5)
22. Sailor (7)
23. Caterpillar (5)
24. Paces (5)
27. Harmonize (4)
30. Plot of ground (5)
33. Monarch (9)
35. Old Peruvian (4)
36. Immeasurably deep (10)
37. Overstate (10)
38. Indifferent (2-2)
Down
2. Small community (7)
3. Satan (7)
4. Portion of time (6)
5. Small bag (6)
6. Consecrated (4)
7. Former Portuguese territory in S China (5)
8. Join (5)
12. Name of a thing (5)
13. Dens (5)
14. Gravy (5)
15. Staggers (5)
17. Coral builder (5)
18. White heron (5)
19. Shatter (5)
20. Golf clubs (5)
25. Lattice (7)
26. Winged horse (7)
28. Against (6)
29. Previously (6)
31. Addition (5)
32. Loud, resonant sound (5)
34. Showing unusual talent (4)

GAMES

Have some fun

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND  
OPERATED

GREG SYKES
When you CALL GREGCALL GREG,, you GET GREGGET GREG..

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
905.329.3484
CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

STEPHANIE FARREVAN MCCAUGHEY* GREG SYKES* CLAIRE MCNEVAN*@TheSykesTeam   TheSykesTeam.com
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SCIENCE

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

A few weeks ago, we dis-
cussed the surprising power 
of the placebo effect. 

You may recall that pills 
with no known beneficial ef-
fect can work miracles to re-
lieve symptoms, especially 
pain, provided patients are 
convinced of the effective-
ness of the pills.

The effect is well-
described and, in some 
instances, has been shown 
to work because sugges-
tion can release naturally 
occurring opioids in the 
brainstem.

But if the release of the 
opioids is blocked by nalox-
one, so also is the placebo 
effect.

That was convincing 
evidence for a biological 
explanation for at least some 
placebo effects. 

But you might not be so 
familiar with the nocebo 
effect, which suggests that 
beliefs can make us sick. 

The nocebo effect refers 
to the occurrence of harm-
ful effects from consciously 
or unconsciously anticipat-
ing symptoms, one example 
of which was the June bug 
incident of 1962.

Employees at a United 
States dress manufacturing 
plant developed symptoms 
such as faintness, nausea, 
abdominal pain, headache 
and fatigue, for which no 
toxin in the water or air, or 
infectious agent, were found 
to explain the mass illness. 

Then, there’s the example 
of the Havana syndrome 
reported in U.S. embas-
sies around the world, in 
which employees reported 
similar symptoms, as well 
as difficulties concentrating 
and focusing — what would 
now be called brain fog. 

Yet, despite claims that 

adversaries were subjecting 
employees at embassies and 
some military installations 
that some form of high-tech 
sound waves or electro-
magnetic radiation were the 
cause of the symptoms, no 
evidence was later found to 
substantiate those claims.

Recently, a five-year study 
by the National Institutes 
of Health, reported in the 
Journal of the American 
Medical Association, found 
no evidence of injuries to 
the brain volume, structure 
and white matter and no 
significant differences in 
cognitive function between 
those reporting the symp-
toms and healthy subjects.  

Similar mass events have 
been described in school-
children at the same school 
and usually of like age, al-
though the symptoms often 
spread to younger children 
in the same school.

These few examples speak 
to the many examples of 
dramatic mass illnesses with 
similar symptoms, for which 
no obvious plausible medical 
cause could be found.

But if no medical and sci-
entific plausible causes have 
been found for the foregoing 
examples, what explains the 
phenomenon?

Some experts suggest that 
the symptoms are entirely 
functional — that is, they’re 
all in the patients’ heads and 
fabricated in some fashion.

Possibly, but much more 
likely, is the probability that 
the symptoms are physically 
real, even if not caused by 
an identifiable agent.

After all, fear and anxiety 
are contagious, as are their 
accompanying symptoms 
and behaviours. 

Similar group symptoms 
have been reported in 
high-stress situations such 
as mass shootings, and 
civilians and troops under 
continuous bombardment.

Lack of sleep and inability 
to get away are common 
these days in Ukraine and 
Gaza, where stress-related 
symptoms are very common.

Why would we be sur-
prised?  

That doesn’t explain the 
spread of like symptoms to 

other members in a group, 
except that in primates such 
as chimpanzees, some mem-
bers of a troop will literally 
“ape” or copy symptoms 
and behaviours of others in 
the troop.

Such mirrored behaviour 
may be explained by the ob-
servation that some neurons 
in the brains of observers, 
sometimes “mirror” the 
firing patterns of neurons 
in those primates carrying 
out specific tasks — we are 
neurally wired to literally 
“ape” the behaviour and 
presumably feelings of oth-
ers in groups.    

Recently the Mayo Clinic 
released a book on the 
subject, written by Michael 
Bernstein, Charlotte Blease, 
Cosima Locher and Walter 
A. Brown (no relation) 
titled, “The Nocebo Effect: 
When Words Can Make 
You Sick.” 

It’s worth a read and a 
reminder, if readers need 
reminding, that the Mayo 
Clinic is one of the best 
medical facilities in the 
world, where the quality of 

the staff is uniformly high, 
well-coordinated, and their 
approach to patients is very 
user-friendly, to which almost 
anyone who has gone there 
for care can usually attest.

I know several of their 
staff, many of whom are 
now retired and one of their 
past CEOs — all are terrific 
examples of the clinic’s high 
standards. 

This may sound like a plug 
for the Mayo Clinic, and it 
is for the very sound reasons 
I’ve mentioned, and the high 
quality of care they provided 
to patients I referred to Mayo 
from northern Ontario when 
I was a visiting physician 
in Thunder Bay’s multiple 
sclerosis and general neurol-
ogy clinics.

They were always a great 
help even if they, like the 
rest of the profession, didn’t 
always have the answer.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

The nocebo effect — when pain becomes psychological



Niagara Canning Company Ltd./Strewn Winery, 1945
As we all savour this fruit season, many of us like to take the opportunity to preserve local fruit so we can continue to enjoy it in the winter as well. There used to be a 

number of canning companies in Niagara-on-the-Lake and this image shows the Niagara Canning Company in September 1945. The building was located on Lakeshore Road 
and is now Strewn Winery. Each year the Mennonite community found themselves with a surplus of fruit that was ripening quickly. Peter Wall solved this issue with the 
creation of the “Niagara Canning Company Limited” in 1940. Shareholders in the company had the privilege of being the first in line to deliver fruit but also to see return on 
the profits. During the canning season women from the community, and even some travelling in from Mennonite communities out west, would work long hours in the cannery. 
A boarding house, which accommodated 60 people, was located nearby where the women would be picked up and dropped off daily. By 1945 wages were 37 cents an hour for 
girls under the age of 16 and 42 cents for those over 16.  Due to several factors, including flooded markets and competition, the cannery closed in 1948. Recorded stories about 
the canning history of Niagara-on-the-Lake can be found on the museum’s “Memories of Niagara” oral history website at www.memoriesofniagara.wordpress.com.
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Marvel at musical talents right here in NOTL

Ross Robinson
Columnist

So, my peripatetic and 
confident daughter and a 
few of her friends from 
Parliament Oak went to 
the Taylor Swift concert in 
Lisbon earlier this year.

Including Easyjet airfare 
from London and three 
nights in a safe and fun 
hostel, the total cost was 
less than the ticket price for 
Swifties to go to the upcom-
ing concert in Toronto.

Celebrity culture has 
taken over, whether it be 
in the arts or professional 
sports. It’s a weird weird 
world out there.

Taylor Swift packs 70,000 
fans into her concerts and 
they all agree it was a semi-

nal event in their lives.
Top celebrity athletes 

pack arenas and stadiums at 
outrageous prices — and do 
they ever gouge for beer and 
pop and hot dogs or sushi.

Here’s another way to 
get some culture. Sub-
scribe to Music Niagara or 
Jazz Niagara or the Shaw 
Festival or any of our local 
arts providers. They work 
so creatively and hard to 
entertain us, and to coax us 
out of our comfort zones.

In late July, I went out to 
the Ironwood Cider House on 
Lakeshore Road for the Odin 
Quartet concert, “Beethoven 
in a Glass House.”

Four young musicians 
playing violins, a cello 
and a viola. They are true 
professionals, passionate 
and certainly understand 
how much talking between 
pieces is just right.

For $40 plus tax, with 
reasonably priced charcute-
rie and ciders and wines, I 
marvelled at the talent and 
dedication of the four musi-
cians.

Excellent acoustics and a 
view of the peach orchard 
and the setting sun. Two 

hours in a comfortable 
chair, in the front row due 
to my suspect hearing and 
short attention span.

Country music and old 
Beatles tunes, with some 
Elvis thrown in, is my com-
fort zone. The Odin Quartet 
live in a different world and 
speak a different language.

Still, I was riveted, as 
they talked about a cello 
concerto as well as George 
Augustus Bridgetower and 
his piece, “Henry: A Bal-
lad.” A mixed-race sonata, 
by a mixed-race violinist 
with a mixed-race com-
poser. Whew!

Samuel Bisson from Que-
bec talked about the Odin 
Quartet’s next “cool piece” 
and delighted in telling the 
audience that they hailed 
from the heart of Toronto’s 
musical scene.

The other three musicians 
were educated in various 
countries: Serbia; Italy and 
Hungary; and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines.

I discreetly nibbled on my 
charcuterie bowl, as Bisson 
effortlessly talked about the 
mechanical use of notes, 
minimalist music and how 
a small change can effect a 
big change.

All of this knowledge 
shared with we musical 
mortals in Niagara and 
never once did he seem 
condescending or pedan-
tic: an art in itself, by such 
a talented and passionate 
performer.

All four of the Odin 
Quartet looked so sharp, 
with shiny shoes, dashing 
shirts and snug vests.

Tanya Charles was el-
egantly presented in a dress 
and stylin’ shoes. This was 
a totally first-class evening.

Again, for $40. Why then 
were there only about 45 
people in the audience?

It’s a mystery to me, and 
only thanks to sponsor-
ship from Ontario Creates 
and several other generous 
sponsors, is the musical 
table set here in Niagara.

Try as they might, the 
various local musical 
groups struggle to attract 
sizable audiences.

Trust me and the other 
folks who were at Iron-
wood that evening, the 
level of entertainment is 
superb.

They will continue 
to present fabulous and 
thought provoking musical 
evenings for us.

Please, neighbours, 
commit to the arts. Don’t 
let Yogi Berra’s famous 
malaprop be proven here, 
as he famously said, “If 
people don’t want to come 
to the ball game, you can’t 
stop them.”

Go online, or search out 
the ads in The Lake Re-
port. Step out of your com-
fort zone and be amazed 
right here at home.

The prices are right, the 
variety is unbelievable and 
the evenings are inspiring. 
It just feels so good.

The Toronto-based Odin Quartet put on a great show, says Ross Robinson.

Ross’s Ramblings
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September.15th.2024
 | 2:00PM - 5:00PM |

PAWSH AFTERNOONPAWSH AFTERNOON

www.oldeangelinn.com

To register your dog and purchase tickets scan:

Delicious Food
Contests 
Prizes
Doggy Bags
Adoptable Dog Parade
Vendors
and much more!

A high-tea hound affair 

The Olde Angel Inn, Beer Garden 

 Best Dressed1.
   2. Best Hair
   3. Best Matched Pair
   4. Best Dance Moves
   5. Best Trick
   6. Mr. Congeniality
   7. Miss Congeniality

Join us for: Categories

A portion of proceeds donated to charity

Staff
The Lake Report

It’s been called many 
things: Four Mile Creek, 
Lawrenceville and the 
Crossroads.

Today, the community of 
Virgil is one of five villages 
that make up the tapestry 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
which, like villages such 
as Old Town and Queen-
ston, has a long and storied 
history exemplified in its 
heritage homes.

The early houses of Virgil 
are the subject of the NOTL 
Museum’s upcoming lecture 
on Aug. 15, in which writer 
and genealogist David Hem-
mings will explore heritage 
homes of Virgil and its 
occupants.

The houses to be explored 
date from the 1790s to the 
early 1900s and Hemmings 
will highlight some of the 
lesser-known residents of 
those homes and their ac-
complishments.

The lecture is part of 
museum’s summer lecture 
series, complementing its 

current exhibit “The Pret-
tiest Town: Beyond the 
Bricks and Mortar.”

Some of the oldest homes 
in the village of Virgil were 
rebuilt in the first decade 
after the War of 1812, and 
many others were built in 
the late 19th century.

“Virgil is a fascinating 
study,” said Hemmings in a 
media release. “It had two 

distinct phases in its de-
velopment, beginning with 
its early Loyalist settlers, 
like George Lawrence, ar-
riving after the American 
Revolution. And then in 
the 1930s, the Mennonite 
community chose Virgil as 
a place of refuge, and truly 
boosted its vitality and 
population.”

Hemmings is the author 

of eight books and more 
than 50 documents on lo-
cal history, with a strong 
focus on family origins and 
ancestry.

He has received the Paul 
Harris Fellow Award from 
Rotary International, and a 
15-year Ontario Volunteer 
Service Award. He is also 
the past chair of the Niagara 
Historical Society.

Hemmings has found Vir-
gil to be of special interest 
for his research.

“Virgil is a true cultural 
village, with no physical 
geographical boundaries, 
because of its large tracts 
of farmland,” he said. “And 
over its history, the banks 
of Four Mile Creek have of-
fered a fertile place to build 
homes — and a very strong 
community.”

The lecture will be held at 
the museum, 43 Castlereagh 
St., starting at 7:30 p.m. Ad-
mission is $10, or free for 
museum members.

To reserve a seat, call the 
museum at 905-468-3912. 
Registration is required as 
space is limited.

Locust Grove is one of the homes that will be explored in 
the museum’s Aug. 15 lecture on Virgil’s history. SUPPLIED

Museum lecture explores history of Virgil

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com 
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A global leader in 
hearing healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves 
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator 
and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test.

Book a complimentary hearing test today at 905.468.9176
504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

Time to explore tropical gardens

Joanne Young
Columnist

When you think about 
sitting and relaxing in the 
perfect summer garden, 
what comes to mind? 

For me, I envision a full, 
lush garden filled with over-
sized flowers and mammoth 
leaves.

There is just something to 
be said about a more tropi-
cal look in the summer.

Here are four of my 
favourite summer beauties 
that will add some “wow” 
to your garden.

Butterfly bush  
(Buddleia)

Butterfly bushes are 
summer-blooming, decidu-
ous shrubs that have been 
around for some time. 

Their claim to fame is 
their arching, fragrant 
flower spikes, four to eight 
inches long, ranging in co-
lour from white, to yellow, 
and through all shades of 

pinks and purples. 
This sun-loving shrub 

starts to bloom mid-to-
late July and continue to 
bloom into September. As 
the name suggests, they do 
indeed attract butterflies. 

There are some new, 
exciting cultivars available. 
There are now many dwarf 
varieties available in the 
“Pugster” and “Lo & Be-
hold” series that only grow 
two to three feet tall. 

Another variety that 
has caught my attention is 
a cultivar called “Grand 
Cascade,” sporting 12-to-14-
inch-long fragrant lavender 
flowers starting late July.

Bear’s breeches 
 (Acanthus mollis)

This perennial plant 
is probably more widely 
known for its large leaves 
than its flowers, but both its 
leaves and flowers pack a 
punch in the garden. 

The large thistle-like 
leaves have long been used 
by the Greeks since the fifth 
century BC on temple roof 
ornaments, wall friezes and 
the capital of the Corin-
thian column.

One of the best examples 
of its use in the Corin-
thian order is the Temple of 
Olympian Zeus in Athens. 

Not only do the leaves 
add a certain lushness to 
the garden, but it also has 
tall, architectural spikes of 

purple and white flowers 
that will grow anywhere 
from four to six feet tall. 

Bear’s breeches grow best 
in part shade and enjoy a 
soil rich in organic matter. 
They are hardy to zone 5.

Perennial hibiscus 
 (Hibiscus)

Another summer bloom-
ing perennial that will add 
fullness to your landscape is 
the perennial hibiscus. 

Many of us have a tropical 
(indoor) hibiscus or know 
of rose of Sharon, which is 
also in the hibiscus family, 
but there is a perennial form 
that is hardy to zone 5. 

Sometimes you will hear 
it being referred to as the 
dinner plate hibiscus as the 
flowers are about the size of 
a dinner plate (eight to 10 
inches across). 

There are many variet-
ies of perennial hibiscus in 
shades of whites, pinks and 
reds. Most cultivars will 
grow three to four feet high 
and wide. There are also 
some dwarf varieties avail-
able as well. 

Perennial hibiscus plants 
prefer a sunny spot in the 
garden. Although they can 
tolerate a moist to wet area, 
they also do well in regular 
soil. 

Each flower only lasts for 
one day, but as the plant 
matures it can produce at 
least 80 flower buds. 

They all do not open at 
once, but gradually over 
three to four weeks, giving 
it a long bloom time.  

Hostas
Shady gardens are always 

a bit more challenging to 
design. It does limit your 
choices of plants. 

One sure way of getting 
the full look is the use of 
hostas. They can make a 
hard-to-landscape area a 
lush paradise.

There are some amaz-
ing large-leaf varieties to 
choose from. One of the 
largest growing varieties is 
one called “Empress Wu,” 
which will grow four feet 
high and six feet wide.

Another hosta that I use 
a lot in designs is “Sum 
& Substance,” which is a 
lemon-yellow in colour and 
grows two to three feet tall 
and three to four feet wide. 

Some large, blue leaf hos-
tas are “Elegans” and “Big 
Daddy.” There are many 
different varieties to choose 
from.

So, if your garden is lack-
ing that summer lushness, 
consider adding plants that 
offer large blooms or leaves 
to add some “wow” into 
your landscape.

Joanne Young is 
a Niagara-on-the-
Lake garden expert and 
coach. See her website 
at joanneyoung.ca.

Grand cascade butterfly bush and pink perennial hibiscus can help add a tropical feel to the garden. JOANNE YOUNG

Grace United will be 
jammin’ with rare 
treats Saturday
John Sayers
Special to The Lake Report

To a bird enthusiast, a rare 
bird is (in Latin) a rara avis.

To a Niagara-on-the-Lake 
food lover, a rare bird is 
either of the two features 
of the Saturday, Aug. 10 
special Peach Festival Sale 
at Grace United Church.

Rare bird #1 is Saskatoon 
berry jam. Last year, an 
experimental patch of 100 
Saskatoon berry bushes, 
planted several years ago, 
was discovered on an area 
farm.

The bushes had thrived, 
but the berries were little 
known. Something of a 
cross between a blackcur-
rant and a blueberry, these 
berries have a flavour all 
their own.

Made into jam, they 
provide a refreshing change 
of taste for breakfast on one 
of those mornings when 
you are, well, bored with 
your normal fare and want a 
special treat.

Picked by hand in limited 
quantity, the berries morph 
into a handmade jam in 
the busy kitchen at Grace 
United. Quantity is, by defi-
nition, very limited.

The second rare culi-
nary bird, standing out 
among a plethora of choic-
es of jams and sauces, 
is the famous Colonial 
Sauce, created from a 
recipe reportedly handed 

down locally from the 
Empire Loyalist era.

If you have driven past the 
Field House on the Niagara 
River Parkway, you have 
passed the genesis of the 
Colonial Sauce recipe.

Unlike Saskatoon berry 
jam, the ingredients of Co-
lonial Sauce are a closely 
guarded family secret.

It is made lovingly by 
only one person in the 
Grace United kitchen and 
spectators are definitely 
not invited. Each of the few 
years he has laboured to 
make more and each year 
the entire production of the 
sauce has sold out quickly.

This year, the sale also 
honours the Peach Festival 
with peach jam and peach 
chutney. That’s logical 
because the sale takes place 
during the annual Peach 
Festival, but it’s also a 
reminder that you can get 
peach and a whole range 
of other flavours and styles 
of jams and sauces at the 
handmade jam “action cen-
tral” location in town.

The sale offers not only 
two rare birds but also 
several of their spreadable 
nestlings.

So, if you want to attain 
the apex of homemade 
goodness, check in to Grace 
United Church on Saturday 
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
to catch some rare food to 
spread on your breakfast 
toast or dinner treat.

A deep phalanx of jars of the freshly made Colonial Sauce 
that awaits at Grace United this weekend. JOHN SAYERS
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Free packing of your house / Estate cleanup /
Decluttering services
World class videography, photos and drone footage,
high quality hard cover print brochures &
advertising in print media
Large social media presence and extensive unique
marketing techniques
Your property will be globally listed gaining world
wide exposure and will be seen on 48 real estate
boards in Ontario
Home renovation experience < experienced >
Help Elderly Relocate
Passionate to be of service
 We offer a 24/7 open line of communication
Several testimonials and 5 star reviews
Exceptional sales record
Respected by colleagues and community

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

ANGELIKA IS THE TOP 1%ANGELIKA IS THE TOP 1%
REALTOR WITH THE MOST SALES.REALTOR WITH THE MOST SALES.

  NIAGARA AND BURLINGTONNIAGARA AND BURLINGTON

Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the GTA
for 10 years*)
Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival. Over 10
years of real estate business.
Abundance of knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential, agricultural,
commercial and leases)
Up to date on Mortgage trends and state of
economy, strategy to sell
Contribution to charities
Lead sponsor in Chamber of Commerce NOTL Golf
Tournament 2023
Wealth of knowledge

Right At Home Realty is Canada's Largest Independent
Brokerage with 13 offices and decades of experience.

#1 Brokerage in the GTA for 10 years*         
& Processed 22,000 deals in 2023.         

PLANNING TO SELL
IN THE             MARKET?

CALL US TODAY!

EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

DIRECT289-214-4394
OFFICE905-468-8777

NO OBLIGATION FREE HOME EVALUATION

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT, REALTOR®

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS*

HERE IS WHY..

*TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold. **Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024

**

Fall


