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$1.5M 
nursery 
school 
approved
More than 80 children 
already on waiting list for 
future child care facility

Richard Harley
Editor

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
getting a new $1.5 million 
nursery school — and the 
wait list already has more 
than 80 names on it.

Council approved construc-
tion of the new child care 
facility after a closed session 
Monday evening.

The 4,308-square-foot 

facility will be added to the 
east side of the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Community Centre, 
adjacent to the public library. 
The main entrance will be on 
Anderson Lane.

The facility will include 
an infant playroom with a 
kitchenette and a separate 
sleeping area, a toddler play-
room, a preschool playroom 
with adjacent washrooms 
and changing rooms, and a 

school-aged room, as well as 
office and storage spaces.

The Niagara Nursery 
School & Child Care Centre 
now operates out of the 
Robertson Room at the 
community centre and can’t 
accommodate infants or tod-
dlers. The new space will 
have room for 10 infants, 15 
toddlers, 24 preschoolers, and 
20 school-aged children.

The costs for the construc-

tion will be shared by the 
Town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Niagara Region and 
the Ministry of Education, 
through the Community-
Based Early Years and Child 
Care Capital Program grant.

The region provided 
$200,00 and the prov-
ince kicked in a grant 
of $515,000 toward the 
building’s cost. The town’s 
$165,869 contribution will 

come from development 
charges, not tax revenues. 
The nursery school must also 
contribute $100,000   .

In addition, the town is 
issuing a 20-year debenture 
for $551,961. The school’s 
monthly rental payments will 
be equal to the town’s costs 
for carrying the debenture.

The nursery school will be 

Jessica Lattanzio, Candice Penny, NOTL Nursery School staff members with members of 
the preschool class. BRITTANY CARTER

Continued on Page 2

Brittany Carter
The Lake Report

Polish organizations filtered 
into NOTL from across Cana-
da and the United States on 
Sunday to pay homage to the 
Polish Blue Army.

The volunteer soldiers, 
also referred to as Haller’s 
Blue Army, are honoured on 
the second Sunday of June 

each year.
The pilgrimage, which 

began over a century ago 
in 1917, took dignitaries, 
organization representatives 
and residents to the small 
cemetery where 24 volunteer 
soldiers are buried, behind 
St. Vincent de Paul Church in 
Old Town.

Members of the 10th Battery 56 Field Regiment of the Royal Canadian Artillery. 
BRITTANY CARTER
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www.simpsonspharmacy.caThat’s what makes our Community Pharmacy different.

Dariya Baiguzhiyeva
The Lake Report

NOTL’s new swimming 
pool and hot tub bylaw di-
vided town councillors on 
Monday night as they re-
jected a plan to hire three 
contract staff to enforce 
the statute.

The updated nine-page 
bylaw, which was passed 
at the council meeting in 
May, includes several new 
and more detailed regula-
tions and safety measures 
for enclosures.

Pools should now be 
enclosed with a fence not 
less than 1.52 metres (5 feet) 
and no more than 2 metres 
(6 feet) high. The wall of a 
building can be considered 
part of the swimming pool 
if it’s at least 1.52 metres (5 
feet) in height and provided 
that the windows are locked.

If there are doors provid-
ing direct access to a swim-

ming pool, from a garage 
or a house, they have to be 
equipped with a self-latch-
ing device no less than 1.52 
metres from the ground 
and have to be locked when 
not in use. Every gate and 
entrance has to be to be 
kept closed and locked at 
all times when the pool 
isn’t supervised.

The new bylaw also 
requires a permit for hot 
tubs, which have to be 
locked when not used and 
have a secured cover. Hot 
tubs that don’t have a 
locking cover will need to 
comply with the swimming 
pool enclosure regulations.

The previous bylaw, 
from 1977, was just three 
pages and had the same 
minimum height require-
ment of five feet. Gates had 
to be same height as the 
fence and had to be locked 
when not in use.

The new bylaw requires 
swimming pool and hot 
tubs owners to fully comply 
within six months.

There are about 900 to 
1,000 swimming pools 
in NOTL, according to 
a town staff report. Al-
though the exact number 
of hot tubs in town is not 
known, staff reported there 
could be as many hot tubs 
as there are pools.

At the council meeting 
on Monday, Coun. Allan 
Bisback made a motion to 
hire three contract officers 
to make sure residents 
comply with the bylaw.

Councillors were split on 
the issue, with Clare Cam-

eron noting the regulations 
do not cover other bodies 
of water, like ponds.

“Because (this bylaw) 
doesn’t cover other bodies 
of water, it’s not going to be 
a guarantee,” said Camer-
on. “We can’t legislate the 
100 per cent of safety. We 
can only do our best.”

But Coun. Erwin Wiens. 
said the town’s bylaw of-
ficers are already overbur-
dened. “We have to get the 
tools to our staff to enforce 
(the bylaw) but we don’t 
have the tools,” he said.

Rather than hiring more 
enforcement officers, Coun. 
Wendy Cheropita said the 
town should trust that resi-
dents will comply with the 
new regulations. Add-
ing three more staff felt like 
a “major reaction,” she said.

Bisback’s motion for 
additional staffing and 
resources was defeated in a 
5-4 vote.

Town won’t hire staff to enforce new pool bylaw

Richard Harley
Editor

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
wineries scored a deci-
sive victory for homegrown 
wine, sweeping up 41 med-
als at this year’s Ontario 
Wine Awards.

Fifteen NOTL winer-
ies — all members of the 
Wineries of Niagara-on-the-
Lake association — took 
home 11 gold, 14 silver and 
14 bronze medals across 23 
award categories.

The winning bottles were 
revealed last Thursday dur-
ing an awards ceremony at 
Niagara College.

Trius Winery and Peller 
Estates both took home 
Vines Magazine Best Wine 
of the Year awards, with 
Trius’ 2016 Showcase Red 
Shale Cabernet Franc win-
ning best red wine, and 
Peller Estates’ 2016 Andrew 
Peller signature series ries-
ling winning best white.

Konzelmann Estate 
Winery took home the 
most medals with a to-
tal of six, including two 
gold for its 2016 Meritage 
Reserve and 2017 Lakefront 
Series Pinot Blanc.

The winery’s founder and 

winemaker Herbert Konzel-
mann was also awarded the 
first Lifetime Achievement 
Award in recognition of 
his exceptional service and 
outstanding contribution to 
the Ontario wine industry.

Andrew Niven, chair of 
the Wineries of Niagara-
on-the-Lake association, 
said, “It’s wonderful to 
see the achievements of 
our Niagara-on-the-Lake 
winemakers. Together as 
an industry we celebrate 
the hard work, vision and 
passion that our winemakers 
exude on a daily basis.”

“Complemented by our 
fine wines, unique terroir 
and unforgettable experi-
ences, the Wineries of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake have 
truly evolved into a world 
class destination,” he said in 
a news release. 

The Ontario Wine Awards 
competition was founded 
in 1995 by wine critic Tony 
Aspler. This year marked 
the contest’s 25th anniversa-
ry, with a record participa-
tion of 78 wineries and 542 
Ontario VQA wines.

A complete list of this 
year’s award winners can 
be found at: 
ontariowineawards.ca.

NOTL vintners win big  
at provincial wine awards

Herbert Konzelmann was awarded the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his dedication to fine wine.

Dariya Baiguzhiyeva
The Lake Report

Finally, the new traffic 
lights in Virgil are up and 
running.

The signals at the corner 
of Niagara Stone and Field 
roads started operating on 
Tuesday, June 11, after a 
protracted installation. 

Martin Mazza, a for-
mer councillor and owner 
of Italian Pizza and Subs 
across near the intersec-
tion, had a front row seat 
and said he has been 
watching the construc-
tion unfold in front of his 
restaraunt for about three 
months.

He expressed frustrata-
tion over how much time 
it took to set up the lights 
and how much “waste” he 
saw with the project, he 
said.

It felt like Groundhog 
Day seeing what appeared 
to be the same work be-
ing done repeatedly, said 
Mazza, adding it took the 
Region of Niagara 96 days 
to complete the project.

“They would rip out the 
concrete, the curbs, pour 
them – couple of weeks 
later, they rip them up 

again because it wasn’t 
right,” he said. “Four times 
they ripped those curbs 
out. Four times.”

Mazza also questioned 
why the region didn’t 
install the lights before 
the retail development on 
Niagara Stone Road was 
built, which includes a 
full-size LCBO store and a 
Tim Hortons location.

Carolyn Ryall, the re-
gion’s director of trans-
portation services, said a 
series of steps needed to 
be followed during the 
construction period.

“There is a sequencing 
of events that transpire 
during any construction,” 
she said in a phone inter-
view. “The region made 
every attempt to make the 
area safe and accessible for 
all users.”

“There was co-ordina-
tion with utilties as well 
as a partnership with the 
developer that had us 
working together on a se-
quence of how the work 
rolled out,” said Ryall. 
Because the developer 
didn’t warrant an intersec-
tion, the region didn’t start 
the constuction before the 
plaza was built, she said.

After analyzing the need 
and consulting with resi-
dents and the community, 
the project was given the 
green light.

Lord Mayor Betty Di-
sero said the new signals 
will allow seniors, who 
need to go into the plaza, 
to cross the intersection 
safely.

“We’ll have to see what 
it does with respect to 
congestion of the cars but 
there’s going to be some 
construction in 2022 that 
will, hopefully, allow 
easier movement of the 
traffic,” she said.

Mazza agreed the lights 
are needed, especially for 
seniors who live nearby at 
Pleasant Manor retirement 
home and had to use the 
safety island to cross the 
street. Once the island was 
removed, it became harder 

for people to do it.
“I was scared for them. 

They were scared. They 
wouldn’t walk as much. 
They were afraid because 
they couldn’t cross this 
road safely,” he told The 
Lake Report.

Niagara Region 
spent $250,000 on the 
installation. That covered 
grade work below and 
above the ground includ-
ing proper signing, road 
markings, curbs, sidewalks 
and asphalt repair in the 
area around the road. 

Depending on the task 
and the sequence of work, 
between two and five crew 
members worked on-site, 
said Ryall.

“This intersection is be-
ing put into place based on 
a lot of the feedback we’ve 
received from the com-
munity on the need for it,” 
she told The Lake Report.

NOTL regional council-
lor Gary Zalepa Jr. said, 
“Sometimes there are 
things that are not fo-
eseen during construction 
projects. I think that’s the 
case here. I wish people 
would ask for the facts first 
before they get too excited 
about what’s going on.”

Traffic lights in Virgil by 
the new LCBO. DARIYA 
BAIGUZHIYEVA

Traffic lights on in Virgil
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Soldiers stand for Poland

Members of the Ladies Association, Kolo Pan przy SPK #20 
Nadzieja, march during Polish Sunday. BRITTANY CARTER

The military gun salute was performed by the 10th Battery 56 Field Regiment of the Royal Canadian Artillery. SUBMITTED

Dariya Baiguzhiyeva
The Lake Report

The town has to be ready 
with a new official plan in 
case the province approves 
regional amalgamation, Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero says.

“I need you to hear frus-
tration in my voice,” Disero 
told NOTL councillors on 
Monday.

“I fear that we will go to 
the table … without an of-
ficial plan.”

With the updated official 

plan and if the province 
decides to move forward with 
the amalgamation, the town 
will know its priorities – such 
as heritage, wineries and 
farming communities – and 
will ensure that the town’s 
non-unionized staff employ-
ees receive “fair and equi-
table” treatment, said Disero.

The current official plan 
was adopted in 1994 and 
has undergone several up-
dates over the years with the 
first review of the official 
plan starting in 2002.

The Ontario government 
is in the midst of a review of 
the province’s eight regional 
municipalities, including 
Niagara. That review could 
result in amalgamations 
across Ontario. There are also 
82 lower-tier municipalities 
within those eight regions.

With a government an-
nouncement expected before 
the fall, the town needs to 
endorse the new plan and 
send it to the Region of 
Niagara, even without the 
region’s or the province’s 

comments, said Disero.
Director of community 

and development services 
Craig Larmour said he 
would check if the planning 
consultants who are develop-
ing the new plan are avail-
able for a special session. 

A motion was then passed 
for town staff to plan a 
special meeting with the 
consultants to work on 
finalizing the plan. Once it 
is done and endorsed by the 
council, it will be sent to the 
region.

Mayor wants NOTL official plan expedited

The plot is considered 
soverign Polish soil, which 
Canada ceded to Poland 
so the fallen soldiers could 
remain buried in their 
motherland. 

Zofia Soja, president of the 
Canadian Polish Congress, 
Niagara district, said the 
celebration has remained 
essentially unchanged in the 
more than 100 years since 
its inception.

This year, Soja said more 
than 500 people were in at-
tendance. The military gun 
salute was performed by the 
10th Battery 56 Field Regi-
ment of the Royal Canadian 
Artillery.

After participants gathered 
around the small cemetery to 
pay respects and lay wreaths, 
the group marched to the cen-
totaph at the centre of Queen 
Street.

Those in attendance 
included people from 
Polish schools, scouts, 
veterans, legion members 
and town council mem-
bers. In all, more than 30 
Polish organizations were 
represented.

Soja has been planning 
the pilgrimage for the last 
six years. The event takes 
several months of planning 
and co-ordinating to ensure 
those travelling for the oc-
casion can make it to the 
march, she said.
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Editorial: Just the facts, please

The Lake Report

Kevin MacLean
Managing Editor

We all make mistakes, keep secrets. 
Sometimes we overreact, are tentative 
and cautious, worried about doing the 
right thing. That can be understandable.

But in this modern era of account-
ability and transparency, it is essential 
for our public institutions to embrace 
openness and accept that information is 
power. And sometimes information that 
the gatekeepers of those institutions 
might feel awkward or hesitant about 
disseminating really needs to be shared 
with the public.

Especially when it is information that 
the public will be keenly interested in.

We saw this last month when the 
Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake publicly 
released a controversial 210-page report 
on E. coli contaminating Lake Ontario. 
While we can debate whether informa-
tion on the progress of that two-year in-
vestigation should have been kept under 

wraps for so long, the fact remains once 
a plan for fixing it was set, the town 
released the report. Kudos for that.

Not so much in the Randwood case, 
the Town of NOTL vs. Solmar et al.

The municipality, a public institu-
tion, laid public charges under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, by filing public 
documents in a public courthouse in 
Welland on a matter of huge public 
interest to people in Niagara-on-the-
Lake. In March.

But three months later, the town has 
yet to officially, or publicly, release that 
information, even when asked for it.

As The Lake Report noted in a story 
a week ago, this is somewhat unusual 
because there is no compelling moral 
or legal reason for not publicizing the 
fact charges were laid – or at least 
releasing factual information (not 
opinions or evidence, just the facts) 
related to the case, especially when 
asked about it. That’s how our public 
legal system works.

With all due respect, the town’s 
legal opinion that publicizing the fact 
charges were laid might be seen as un-
fair to the accused is simply convenient, 
obstructionist hogwash. That’s not how 
our public legal system works.

After hearing that charges might have 
been laid, we investigated so that we 
could inform you, the public, our read-
ers about the facts. No one is presup-
posing guilty, but when your municipal-
ity takes a prominent area developer 
to court, no matter what the eventual 
outcome is, the public deserves to know 
about it.

Kudos to SORE, the citizen group 
that has been deeply involved in the 
Randwood case and is pushing for the 
town to be more open with information 
about this court case.

Because, frankly, it is not the town’s 
information that is being kept under 
wraps. It is YOUR information.

editor@niagaranow.com
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Dear editor:
Re: “Town urged to crack down on 

short-term rentals,” The Lake Report, 
June 6:  

As the owner of Niagara Holiday 
Rentals, I’m concerned about the contin-
ued suggestion that short-term rentals in 
Old Town only be owner-occupied and 
that there are problems with absent own-
ers and noise complaints. 

We manage 25 short-term rentals, 
all in Old Town, and I encourage any 
neighbour of our properties to contact 
me should there ever be a noise problem 
or complaint at any of the houses that we 
manage. 

I constantly keep an eye on our houses 
and our guests and should our houses 
ever be empty for more than a week I am 
sure to stop in and ensure the house and 
the property are maintained. 

Niagara Holiday Rentals has been in 
operation for 10 years and my wife and 
I recently purchased it and I have yet to 
hear of any problems with our proper-
ties.

I will try and make a more concerted 
effort to meet and talk with the neigh-
bours of the properties that we manage, 
but you can’t miss our van, so if you see 
me, don’t hesitate to come talk to me 
about any concerns or just to say hi and 

introduce yourself.
My phone number is on the door of all 

the houses that we manage, so feel free 
to call me with any issues.  

We live in town and are proud to be 
able to share all that the town has to of-
fer with our guests. 

We are also owners and operators of 
a bed and breakfast and we know that 
the guests we have at our B & B are 
different than the guests that we have 
at our cottages. We also own and have 
managed our own vacation rental for 
three years before joining Niagara Holi-
day Rentals. 

There are many families and guests 
who come here for up to a week, 
sometimes longer. An owner-occupied 
property or bed and breakfast is too 
expensive for these longer stays.

Renting an entire home for the family 
allows them to cook a few meals and not 
spend a lot of money eating out every 
day. A few of our homes also allow 
pets, which aren’t allowed at a bed and 
breakfast.

As owner of a dog ourselves, we know 
that our dog is part of the family and we 
want to take her with us when we travel 
for vacation.

Jason Clements
NOTL

Dear editor:
Re: “Town urged to crack 

down on short-term rentals,” 
The Lake Report, June 6:  

In support of the argu-
ment for the owner to be on 
site for short-term rentals 
in NOTL, I would add that 
an on-site owner would 
take pride of ownership and 
ensure the lawn and gardens 
are well-tended.

They also would 
make sure that household 
garbage is properly stored 
and put out for collection, 
and not be utilized as a 
buffet for night predators. 
Containers would not be-
come wind-blown decora-
tions on neighbours’ yards. 

A short-term rental is, 
at its heart, a commercial 
property and, as such, has no 
legitimate right to a location 
in a residential area unless it 
is a primary residence. 

The town must get its 
arms around this growing 
problem.

William Cochrane Sr.
NOTL

In support of 
on-site rental 
ownersRentals do not have to be owner-occupied

Opposing opinions
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The Lake Report welcomes your 
letters to the editor. Please, write 
early and often.

Letters ideally should be under 
400 words long. Occasionally, 
longer letters may be published. All 
letters may be edited for concise-
ness, accuracy, libel and defamation. 

Please include your full name, 
street address and a daytime 

telephone number so that author-
ship can be authenticated. Only 
names and general addresses (eg. 
Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be 
published.

Send your letters to editor@
niagaranow.com or drop them by 
our office at 724 Mississauga St., 
NOTL.

The Lake Report

We welcome 
 your letters

George Herman
Special to The Lake Report

Moving back to NOTL 
after a long absence, I 
was delighted to find that 
the problematic drive to 
St. Catharines over the 
Welland Canal had entered 
the 21st century. The St. 
Lawrence Seaway Man-
agement Corporation had 
instituted a bridge forecast-
ing system. Phone app and 
radio broadcast! Bravo, 
Seaway Corp., I thought.

Until I started using the 
“system.” With marginally 
useful information present, 
itself made meaningless 
by the inaccuracy of the 
forecasts themselves, it was 
an afterthought, with scant 
resources devoted to it: 
nothing more than a sop to 
address the Seaway Corp.’s 
community impact mandate.

So I wrote an email, 
outlining my needs as a 
typical motorist. We drive 
over the bridge when down, 
have to wait or detour when 
up. “Next ship at” advi-
sories don’t tell us much. 
How about “bridge up” and 
“bridge down” forecasts? 
Simplicity itself.

And the FM broadcast’s 
vague window, in no case 
longer than 10 minutes, ba-
sically tells us to hurry, the 
bridge is going up soon. We 
need a longer forecast win-
dow, as with app, so motor-
ists can listen while driving 
(and unable to use the app) 
and plan their route. That, 
after all, is the prime benefit 
of radio. And, of course, 
update for accuracy. Please.

Email ignored. I emailed 
my MP, whose contacting of 
Transport Canada eventu-
ally produced a Seaway 
Corp. contact. She listened 
politely and assured me the 
corporation would take my 
concerns seriously.

That was two years ago. 
There have never been any 
improvements. The only 
change is the FM. Its range 
appears to have shrunk and 
it is frequently off the air. 
The spokesperson has ig-
nored follow-up emails. MP 
Rob Nicholson’s office has 
been a real letdown, behav-
ing exactly the same way.

I’m neither a crank nor 
a crusader. I’ve adopted 
the path of least resistance. 
I’ve voted with my feet and 
discovered Niagara Falls. 
Anything I can do in St. 
Kitts I can do in the Falls, 
with the sole exception of 
visiting Costco. For me it’s 
a satisfactory solution, but I 
will share some perspective 
on the basic problem.

The Seaway Corp.’s 
high-handed treatment of 
motorists is not unique. In 
my working life, I saw the 
GTAA (Greater Toronto 
Airports Authority) take 
over from Transport Canada 
and run roughshod over the 
travelling public and Pear-
son employees alike.

It works like this: a corpo-
ration (or “authority”) comes 
to manage, via management 
contract or lease, major in-
frastructure. Because of the 
nature of the latter, the cor-
poration in effect downloads 
a government monopoly. 
The commercial users of the 
infrastructure (airlines, ship-
ping) become customers of 
the corporation.

The community, of 
course, remains affected, 
since there are no “compet-
ing” major infrastructure 
alternatives. But not being 
customers, its members 
have no leverage with the 
corporation, aside from 
possible, and meaningless, 

member board representa-
tion. Meanwhile the govern-
ment — with which they 
did have leverage formerly 
as constituents — is now 
insulated by the presence of 
the corporation.

Works for everybody 
except the thousands of col-
lateral victims.

With the GTAA the 
stakes were higher and there 
were no other choices. I am 
now retired and it just boils 
down to personal choices, 
which I fortunately have. 
Hello Niagara Falls, good-
bye St. Catharines.

I am not writing this ei-
ther to disparage St. Catha-
rines or promote Niagara 
Falls, so I won’t compare 
or catalogue. I do, however, 
believe that the Seaway 
Corp.’s cynical approach to 
its community responsibili-
ties does not come with-
out consequences. I have 
illustrated one example. 
No doubt there are others. 
Bravo, Seaway Corp.

George Herman wants the Seaway authority to do a better job of advising motorists when 
bridges are available. KEVIN MACLEAN

A bridge too far: Canal traffic 
advisories often too little, too late
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A global leader in 
hearing healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves 
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator 
and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test.

Book a complimentary hearing test today at 905.468.9176
504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

TIDBITS

Niagara on the Green’s neighbourhood cleanup 
has been rescheduled for this Saturday.

The initial May 25 cleanup was rained out.
The annual event will start at the 

neighbourhood park at 10 a.m. Community 
residents, Niagara College students and 
several Niagara-on-the-Lake councillors will 
meet at the park and then disperse to clean the 
neighbourhood, said organizer Steve Hardaker.

The Town of NOTL has provided garbage bags 
and gloves, and will pick up the garbage after the 
cleanup is over.

·
Niagara-on-the-Green clean up 
moved to this Saturday

MORE LETTERS

The town’s interim cannabis bylaw has been extended for one 
more year.

The decision was made at council on Monday. The current 
bylaw, passed on Aug. 27, 2018, prohibits any cannabis-related 
operations and expansions within the town.

The town was supposed to review its land use planning policies 
and come up with a new bylaw by Aug. 6, 2019. With council’s 
approval, the bylaw is now extended until August 2020.

Town staff will have to prepare a draft bylaw before a public 
consulation takes place in September, said Craig Larmour, 
director of community and development services.

Coun. Clare Cameron asked why the consultation couldn’t take 
place earlier in summer. Coun. Stuart McCormack, who 
introduced the motion, said the town wants to have industry 
leaders and residents available for input, and that some people 
might not be in town during the summer.

·

Town extends interim cannabis 
bylaw for one year

Dear editor:
Last week’s issue of The Lake Report contained an op-

ed that I’d like to take issue with.  David Israelson’s piece 
about the NDSB (“Niagara school board’s disgraceful 
cone of silence”), may have had a valid point, but I think 
any validity to his statement was lost when he resorted to 
so much name calling that it was apparent that was all he 
was interested in. 

I compared this to a much more to the point, and I 
think, balanced view of events, in another paper, where 
I felt I got some valid information, and a way to see a fix 
for the code of conduct.

It seemed as if his whole intent was to make the chair 
of the board look terrible. There is no conversation 
there. There is no attempting to discuss board’s code of 
conduct and I’d say no interest in hearing another view. 

If, in fact the code of conduct needs revision, that’s a 
conversation to be had with the parties concerned. I know if I 
was the chair of that board I would not even respond to him.

This is what’s happening now all over social media, and 
with obviously no results, no change, no improvement.

Any organization I’ve ever been involved in has had 
some form of “rules of order,” always intended to control 
debates from often very divergent points, with the aim of 
finding compromise.  And I’ve seen that work so success-
fully, over and over.

I have refused to use the kind of invective on social me-
dia that’s in that op-ed and refuse to follow conversations 
in that line. There is just no point.

I would love to see a move toward considered debate 
of issues that stays away from misleading and fruitless 
invective. 

I would love to see publishers, such as yourself, decline 
the kind of letter that takes that kind of approach. It’s a 
known concept, that as soon as you speak that way, your 
listener, reader, viewer, stops dead and just reacts without 
knowing the rest of what your point is.

Political debates everywhere have become completely 
dysfunctional and I’d like to suggest that vitriol is one of 
the major reasons. People seemingly love to hate more 
than fix issues that need attention.

We desperately need a return to civility.
Rick Cullis

NOTL

Dear editor:
It is not my intent to comment on the issues raised by David Israel-

son in his article about the District School Board of Niagara (“Niaga-
ra school board’s disgraceful cone of silence,” The Lake Report, June 
6) but to object to his lack of respect for the two individuals referred 
to in his text.

North American citizens have had their fill of disparaging com-
ments such as “Silent Sue” or “Slow Jonathan.” 

It reflects badly on Mr. Israelson that he can’t just stick to the is-
sues instead of stooping to character assassination.

Respectfully,
Lorraine Horton

NOTL

Dear Editor:
I just read a letter from reader Glenn Young (NOTL could reap 

millions by working with corporate brands) in The Lake Report, 
June 6, suggesting that our town explore and exploit more corpo-
rate branding opportunities in Niagara-on-the-Lake, “to make the 
town great!”

With no offence intended to Mr. Young, that is one of the worst 
ideas I have heard floated in years. The inherent dangers of planting 
such a seed are legion for a town that makes its living off its histori-
cal architecture and artistic offerings. 

I would suspect that though such an idea might start off in good 
taste, and be limited in scope to certain events, the seduction of the 
almighty dollar would soon override these limits and it wouldn’t be 
long before there would be signs all over NOTL carrying advertising 
messages such as: The Air Canada St. Mark’s Worship Centre. Or, 
St. Andrew’s by Gillette. How about The Ted Rogers Shaw Festival. 
And, the Peach Festival brought to you by Monsanto. 

We could also pepper the Community Centre, the Old Town Hall, 
the Queen’s Royal Park Gazebo, the Voices of Freedom Park, and Fort 
George (look at all the space on those walls!!) with banners advertising 
everything from dog food to cordless drills to hygiene products.

Finally, next year’s town budget could include money for hats for 
all residents that read: Make NOTL Great Again. They should be 
orange in colour, of course, as a polite nod to someone who appears 
to value money above all else in life. 

J. Richard Wright
NOTL

Corporate branding a bad idea  
for NOTL attractions

Disparaging comments 
cheapen debate

Let’s return to civil debate, 
not name-calling Continued from Front Page

New nursery 
school approved 
for $1.5M

raising additional money through a capital fund-
raising campaign, the town said in a media release.

The building is expected to be ready by Decem-
ber 2020. Once the school moves to the new space, 
the current room will be used by the community 
centre for room rentals.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero said council is pleased 
to be partnering with the nursery school.

“This is a great opportunity for families in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake to have access to child care at 
a younger age than is currently available. We also 
hope this will be an incentive for new families to 
move to Town.”

Disero said she believes more young families 
are moving in and the new facility will also help 
NOTL’s young families who already have “invest-
ed their savings into being a part of this commu-
nity.”

“The best part of this it will not come from our 
tax levy,” she said.

Darlene Edgar, director of children’s services 
for the Region of Niagara, said, “Niagara Region 
is grateful to partner with Niagara Nursery School 
to invest in the growth of child care spaces for 
residents of Niagara-on-the-Lake.”

“This addition will improve access to high-
quality, licensed child care and is an essential step 
towards supporting all of Niagara’s families.”

“Niagara Region is committed to expanding 
child care for all residents, and we are thrilled to be 
a part of this partnership,” said Edgar in an email 
response to The Lake Report.

The nursery school has been trying to find a 
solution for the waiting list problem for quite some 
time, said the school’s executive director Candice 
Penny.

“Based on our communications with local fami-
lies over the years and the size of our wait list, this 
expansion is greatly needed and will be very ben-
eficial to our community,” Penny said in response 
to The Lake Report’s inquiry.

“Our growing wait list may reflect the number of 
families in NOTL needing care. We are happy to 
be able to support more families in NOTL with our 
expansion.”

There are nine staff working at the school, which 
has a capacity of 39 children. Once the new facility 
is open, a total of 69 children will be accommo-
dated and 15 staff in total will be needed to run the 
programs.

- with files from Dariya Baiguzhiyeva

Tanya Tavender, Jessica Lattanzio, Candice 
Penny and Wendy Kulp, NOTL Nursery School 
staff with members of the preschool class. 
BRITTANY CARTER
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Niagara’s          
Antic ipated Release

most
Konzelmann Family Reserve Series

N I A G A R A - O N -T H E - L A K E ’ S

MOST AWARDED WINERY
2019 ONTARIO         AWARDS

konzelmann.ca

SPORTS

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Mike Eagen shot a 2-over 
38 to earn low gross honours 
on June 4 during WOOFs 
league play at the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Golf Club. Jack 
Hanna had low net with 30 
and Ted Wiens got closest 
to the pin on #4. Jim Sifton 
won the hidden hole (#7) and 
Ron Planche is $55 richer 
thanks to the 50/50 draw.

Thursday Men’s League: 
Jim McMacken was the 
big winner on June 6 
Men’s Night, shooting best 
low-gross score of 1-under 
35 and grabbing closest 
to the pin on two holes 
(#1 and #9), a $40 gross 
skin and he was “A” flight 
winner with 24 points. 
Other winners: Paul Jacot, 
gross skin and closest to 
pin on #7. Closest to pin: 
Al Bannister (#4). Long 

drive: Keith Dexter (#4), 
Stephen Warboys (#8). 
“B” flight winner: Tim 
Taylor with 23 points. Lou 
Puglisi won $185 in the 
50/50 draw.

Friday Couples league: 
Tie-breaking retrogression 
was needed to determine 
the winner of the June 7 
Couples league game as 
three groups all shot 34. 
Winners were Ron New-
man and Bonnie Lamou-

rie and Dow and Judy 
Wright. Second: Jim and 
Anne Sifton and John and 
Michelle Scott. Third: 
Joe and Cathy Taylor and 
David and Sue Gagne. 
Honorable mention: Neil 
and Rasa Wilkinson and 
John Veeneman and Barb 
Russell. Quiz winners for 
last Canadian to win the 
Canadian Open: Margot 
Richardson and Ross 
Smith.

On the tee: Eagen top dog at WOOFs

Cricket match: Clippers vs. Lions

Carol Miller, treasurer of Carribbean Workers Outreach 
Project, Kimberly Hines, visiting minister from Jamaica, 
Donna Brown, chair of CWOP. BRITTANY CARTER

Prophet Elisia Steele ready for the cricket match on 
Sunday. BRITTANY CARTER

Brittany Carter
The Lake Report

On Sunday the Niagara 
Clippers beat the Lincoln 
Lions 84-83 with five 
wickets left to play, for the 
annual Caribbean Workers 
Project Cricket match.

The match took place on 
the soccer field at the Veter-
ans Memorial Park.

Lincoln Lions before the match on Sunday. BRITTANY CARTER

Niagara Clippers before the cricket match on Sunday. BRITTANY CARTER

84-83 Clippers
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One of Ontario’s 48 sets of bells lives right here in Niagara-on-the-Lake
Tim Taylor
The Lake Report

It was the middle of 
the 1820s. The War of 
1812  still cast a long 
shadow. Niagara townsfolk 
craved a steeple bell to 
announce important com-
munity happenings and 
sound the alarm in times of 
calamity.

Ninety residents answered 
the subscription call for the 
town’s first bell. By 1828, 
the single bell was mounted 
in the belfry of St. Mark’s 
Anglican Church, swing-
mounted and rung by a stout 
cord, dropped three floors 
into the church entryway 
below.

Current St. Mark’s Rector, 
William Roberts reflects on 
the value of that 200-year-
old investment in the town: 
“Imagine how vital our 
bells have been over the 
decades. When they ring, 
we know instantly how to 
respond. A perfect commu-
nication tool.

“The sound of the chimes 
is almost other-worldly — 

even calming amidst all the 
noise pollution in our world 
these days.”

The Bells of St. Mark’s 
have grown in number and 
stature to become one of 
the three largest chimes in 
Ontario. And certainly, the 
largest in any small parish 
church.

In the world of chiming, 
there are generally two 
major categories of bell 
sets based of the number of 
bells.

Sounds simple. If your set 
is less than 23 bells, it is 
a chime. Twenty-three or 
more bells (two octaves), it 
is a carillon.

The St. Mark’s bells are 
a little more complicated. 
They are a hybrid of the 
two types. It is a large 
chime — 19 bells — with 
the tuning and console of a 
larger carillon. It can play, 
with some adjustments, 
almost any music on its one 
and a half octaves.

The St. Mark’s chime “is 
more sophisticated than 
a straight chime,” says 
Dr. Andrea McCrady, the 

dominion carillonneur in 
Ottawa.

McCrady visited Niagara-
on-the-Lake this spring and 
played a brief after-service 
chime recital at St. Mark’s. 
She performs over 200 
recitals a year on the 53-bell 
carillon at the Peace Tower 
in Ottawa.

“St. Mark’s started out as 
a chime,” she recalls. “But 
became a hybrid, when a 
small carillon keyboard 
was installed at the same 
time as the chime was being 
doubled in size.

“They are a lovely set of 
bells. They really are. They 
are very well-tuned. You 
can have confidence in their 
music.”

She adds that the St. 
Mark’s bell tower has a fine 
sturdy sound box. “And 
there’s also great value in 
having a very fine church-
yard to wander and listen to 
the chimes.”

McCrady was enam-
ored with the chimes from 
an early age, starting on 
piano when she was six. She 
retained an interest in chim-
ing through medical school, 
even travelling on a special 
scholarship to Europe, to 
explore some of the finest 
carillons in the world.

After retiring from a 
30-year career as a family 
doctor, she returned to the 
bells in earnest, achieving 
the coveted dominion caril-
lonneur position 10 years 
ago. She has played over 
200 carillons around North 
America.

For many who aspire to 
the play the bells, McCrady 
is a chiming and carillon 
hero.

Through master classes 
and teaching, she has in-
spired hundreds to take up 
the bells.

So it was that Bernadette 
Secco, a Niagara Falls 
resident and a longtime St. 
Mark’s chimer, attended 
a McCrady masterclass in 
Ottawa. She returned to 
inspire the next generation 
of St. Mark’s chimers.

“I’ve been practising the 

piano for over 50 years,” 
says Secco. “When we 
were kids, my grandparents 
would walk us along the 
Niagara River on Sundays, 
dressed in our frilly dresses. 
I could hear the 55-bell car-
illon at the Rainbow Bridge. 
I was just fascinated by it.”

Secco speaks with pas-
sion about the bells: “There 
is something very primal 
in all of us. For me, it’s the 
bells. I vibrate with them. 
It’s like the best massage I 
ever had.”

Her favourite time for 
chiming is after the last 
service on Christmas Eve at 
St. Mark’s.

“As people are leaving, I 
scurry up (into the tower) 

and play Silent Night,” she 
says, her eyes sparkling as 
she speaks. “It’s a quiet, 
simple version because the 
sound of the bells crackles 
through the cold air. It’s what 
Christmas is all about.”

Secco has passed this pas-
sion on to the two chimers 
who share the St. Mark’s 
bell tower for special events.

Christine Bishop, a 
music teacher from Bour-
nemouth, England, came 
to Canada and Niagara-on-
the-Lake, with her hus-
band, six years ago.

They Googled “nice places 
to live in Ontario” and 
NOTL was top of the list.

When Secco called for 
new chimers in the St. 

Mark’s Sunday bulletin, 
Bishop leapt at the chance 
to take lessons from such 
an accomplished musician. 
That was four years ago.

Now, in addition to her 
part-time chiming at St. 
Mark’s, Bishop volun-
teers as a music teacher at 
Royal Oak School and has 
a gaggle of 20 local piano 
students.

“I really love chiming the 
bells,” she says. “It is a real 
joy. Every time I chime, I 
think of all the people that 
can hear the music. But I 
also think of all the chimers 
that have played these bells 
before over the last two cen-

The Bells of St. Marks

Dr. Andrea McCrady, Canada’s dominion carillonneur, 
performs over 200 recitals each year, on the 53-bell Peace 
Tower Carillion in Ottawa. She recently visited Niagara-on-
the-Lake and played the bells of St. Mark’s. 
SUPPLIED PHOTO/HOUSE OF COMMONS

The bells at St. Mark’s Church. SUPPLIED

Continued on Page 9
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE FUND CALL: 905-708-8111 
OR EMAIL: BMATTERN@MANDEVILLEPC.COM

• CAPITAL PRESERVATION
• INCOME

• REDUCED MARKET RISK
• ACCESS

*Inception Date January 7, 2013, Annualized returns on Series F as at April 30, 2019
**The awards are based solely on quantitative performance data of 207 Canadian hedge funds 
to June 30th, 2018 with Fundata Canada managing the collection and tabulation of the data to 
determine the winners. There is no nomination process or subjective assessment in identifying the 
winning hedge funds. The sharpe ratio is a measure for calculating risk-adjusted returns. The sharpe 
ratio is the portfolio return in excess of the risk-free rate divided by the volatility of the portfolio.
The Fund is only available to certain investors who meet eligibility or minimum purchase requirements such as “accredited investors”. 
Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with investments. The Fund is not guaranteed, 
its value changes frequently and past performance may not be repeated. The Fund is not publicly offered. A redemption fee of 5% within 
18 months and 2% within 19 to 36 months applies. Mandeville Private Client Inc. is a Member of the Investment Industry Regulatory 
Organization of Canada and a Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund. Mandeville Private Client Inc. is a registered trademark of 
Portland Holdings Inc. and used under license by Mandeville Private Client Inc. PORTLAND, PORTLAND INVESTMENT COUNSEL and the Clock 
Tower design are registered trademarks of Portland Holdings Inc. Used under licence by Portland Investment Counsel Inc.

Portland Private Income Fund
Investing Primarily in Private Debt Securities

Brought to you in part by

Portland Private Income Fund

Private Debt

1st Place
Best 5 Year Return

**

Portland Private Income Fund

Best 5 Year Sharpe Ratio

Private Debt

1st Place**

Bernhard Mattern
Portfolio Manager, 
Mandeville Private Client Inc.

ARE YOU HAPPY
WITH YOUR 
RETURNS?

9.0%*
Since Inception9.0%*
Since Inception

TFSA, RESP, RRSP & RRIF Eligible

*Light snacks and beverages will be served*

1:00pm - 3:00pm

PALLIATIVE CARE 
EDUCATION WORKSHOP SERIES

You are welcome to attend one or multiple workshops!

Presented by the Niagara-on-The-Lake Community Palliative Care Service
and the Niagara North Family Health Team

Caregiver Relief

with Carma Shawn, Palliative Pain and Symptom Management Consultant

Advance Care Planning 

Elder Care (Palliative Perspective) Alzheimer's

with Joan Graham, Mental Health Nurse

with Merri-Lee Agar, Death Doula

MAiD - Medical Assistance in Dying 

Grief and Bereavement

The Importance of Palliative Care 

with Dr. Karen Berti

with Dr. Pratik Kalani

with Dr. Kim Adzich

Thursday May 16 :

Thursday May 23 :

Thursday May 30 :

Thursday june 6 :

Thursday june 13  :

Thursday june 20  :

at the Niagara-on-the-Lake Community Centre (Auditorium)

ALL WORKSHOPS ARE FREE and will take place from

Anyone is welcome to attend!  

FREE

*No registration is required

Questions? Call 905.468.2177 x 130

The Bells of St. Mark’s have a long and colourful history, 
part of a centuries-long international tradition.

It wasn’t until 1877 that the original, 1828 bell was replaced 
by six new bells, financed by two local widowers, in memory 
of their wives. The 1828 bell was given to St. Saviour’s church 
in Queenston.

In 1917, the St. Mark’s Ladies Guild added three more bells 
as a memorial to parish sons killed in action in France. The 
Bells of St. Mark’s then provided a full octave range of nine 
bells.

In 2006, all nine bells were removed for tuning and recon-
ditioning to carillon standards. At the same time, the aging 
belfry was repaired, reinforced and readied for the return of 
the original nine bells and nine more, bringing the total to 18.

At the same time, the instrument was equipped with an elec-
tronic-pneumatic system allowing music to be programmed 
and the Westminster Quarters played.

In 2012, a single bell was added: The Brock, so named to 
commemorate the War of 1812 hero and the bicentennial 
celebrations.

Bell chimes and carillons are also measured by their weight. 
The total weight of all 19 St. Mark’s bells is 5,852 pounds — 
almost three tons. The largest of the St. Mark’s bells is 1,240 
pounds; the smallest is 92 pounds.

Bells, unlike other instruments, do not go out of tune. They 
are cast of an alloy of roughly three parts copper to one-part 
tin. They are cast slightly larger than their final form to allow 
for a lathe-like shaving of the inside to more precisely tune the 
sound of each bell.

There are some 2,600 sets of tower bells in the world, in-
cluding 48 in Ontario. The largest Canadian carillon is at the 
Rainbow Bridge (55 bells and 43 tons) in Niagara Falls. Fully 
refurbished in the 1990s, this carillon has not been played 
since the tragedy of 9/11. It is still considered a security risk.

A casual exploration of St. Mark’s 
Anglican Church will offer few clues 
as to how to find the chime keyboard, 
let alone, the actual bells in the belfry.

I needed a guide for both of my re-
cent climbs: Sidle along a very narrow 
passage (less than a foot wide) behind 
the organ pipes, without touching any-
thing, stepping over large and small 
conduits.

Then up a makeshift ladder, reminis-
cent of a nautical gangway.

Not there yet.
From this small, enclosed space, up 

another long ladder, through a small 
opening in the ceiling, into another 
smaller room. It is windowless and 
contains an awkward-looking contrap-
tion that looks like a marriage between 
a small organ and a weaving loom, 
with 20 stainless steel wires threading 
their way from the top of the keyboard 
mounting, through the ceiling above, 
to their connected bells.

Each wire is attached through the 
console to a lever that looks a bit like a 
small wheelbarrow handle, stuck into 
the instrument, ready for the chimer to 
push down and activate a bell for each 
handle.

All the bells are on the next level up, 
partially protected from the elements. 
But not too protected — you want to 
hear the bells…

turies. It’s a privilege.”
Bishop shares the largely 

wedding and funeral chim-
ing duties with Paul Wiebe, 
a chimer for 10 years at St. 
Mark’s and church organist 
in St. Catharines.

Once again, it was Secco 
who sparked Wiebe’s inter-
est in the bells. At the time, 
Wiebe was part of the St. 
Mark’s choir and read 

Secco’s overture to would-
be chimers in the Sunday 
bulletin.

“I love St. Mark’s,” he 
says. “I love Niagara-on-
the-Lake. And I love the 
bells.”

Wiebe also loves to play 
music that is joyful and 
moving all the time. He 
chuckles: “I’m laughing 
because at one wedding I 
played the old popular clas-
sic, Penny Lane. I got com-

plaints because the bride 
wasn’t named Penny!”

It’s clear the people who 
really know the Bells of St. 
Mark’s want more people 
to know them. They believe 
the bells are greatly under-
valued.

Donald Combe, a long-
time St. Mark’s parishioner 
and member of the church’s 
venerable Archive Commit-
tee, is one of those believ-
ers. He wants his church 

and the town to take more 
notice of the Bells of St. 
Mark’s.

“They are an incredible 
resource that is not used 
nearly enough,” he con-
tends.

Rector Roberts agrees: 
“Imagine having a regular 
chime concert on balmy 
summer evenings. Picnics 
and lawn chairs and music 
that carries you back to a 
bygone era.”

Left: The current chimers of St. Mark’s, Christine Bishop and Paul Wiebe, squeeze into the tiny keyboard room, two floors 
above ground and one floor below the belfry. Right: Bernadette Secco observes the St. Mark’s bells as they automatically 
chime the quarter hour. Secco is credited with reviving interest in the bells by encouraging new players. TIM TAYLOR

NEWS

Further into history The climb

Continued from Page 8
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Local Snaps

Brittany Carter
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
is going the distance, and 
more, to encourage health 
and wellness through the 
NOTL June Step Challenge 
– the town crushed its initial 
group goal in the first 12 
days of the challenge. 

The goal to reach 
14,856,000 kilometres, the 
distance to cross Canada, 
didn’t stand a chance. By 
Wednesday, June 12, par-
ticipants from across NOTL 
had covered 15,604,124 ki-
lometres, 105 per cent of 
June’s target.

The challenge will con-
tinue throughout the month.

The lord mayor’s team, 

Women Walking for Well-
ness, is comprised of Betty 
Disero, chief administra-
tor Holly Dowd and town 
staffers Victoria Steele 
and Shaunna Arenburg.

The group met at the 
Queenston Library on 
Friday and walked 4.61 
kilometres in just over an 
hour. In total, the team 
collectively walked 242.4 
kilometres by Wednesday 
morning.

They will meet in 
each community across 
NOTL throughout the month.

On June 14, they will be at 
the Royal Niagara Golf Club 
in Niagara on the Green, on 
June 21 at Fire Station #2 in 
St. Davids, on June 25 at the 
community centre in Old 
Town, and on June 28 at the 
town hall in Virgil.

Residents are encouraged 
to join the walks, which will 
depart at 9 a.m. on each day.

Shaunna Arenburg, Holly Dowd, Victoria Steele and Betty 
Disero take a few hours out of their morning to walk 
around Queenston for the June Step Challenge. 
BRITTANY CARTER

Mayor’s 
step team 
walks the 
walk for 
wellness

Annual Strawberry Social 
returns for senior residents
Richard Harley
Editor

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
Senior Citizens Straw-
berry Social isn’t just about 
shortcake and ice cream. It’s 
about community.

It’s always been that way, 
says Lord Mayor Betty Disero.

The annual event is a 
chance for town officials 
to connect with senior 
residents, celebrate local 
fruit, and have an afternoon 
of fun. A strawberry treat 
doesn’t hurt either.

“People wait for the Straw-
berry Social every year,” she 
told The Lake Report.

“It’s a tradition that the 
town is very proud of host-
ing and we do it because 
of the good graces of our 
community commercial 
operators.” 

The social is Monday, 
June 17, and doors open at 

11 a.m., with lunch at 11:45.
Besides a light 

meal, some delicious 
strawberries and ice cream, 
the social includes musical 
entertainment by pianist 
Frank Krahn and a perfor-
mance by the St. Michael 
Catholic Elementary School 
Choir. The event is open 
to all senior citizens of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Disero thanked Sea-
way Farms for donating 
the strawberries.

“It is because of commu-
nity members like Seaway 
Farms that the town can 
provide an opportunity for 
nearly 300 seniors to enjoy 
a time of fellowship,” she 
said in a news release.

Seaway Farms has been 
providing strawberries for the 
event for several years now.

Eileen Pillitteri, a co-
owner and an operator of 
Seaway Farms, said they 
provided about 15 cases of 
strawberries this year.

“We are very glad to 
support the Niagara-on-the-
Lake community and the 
Strawberry Social,” Pillit-
teri told The Lake Report.

Disero also thanked town 
staff members, Niagara-
on-the-Lake Hydro and the 
public library for assisting 
with the event.

The Strawberry Social is 
June 22. SUPPLIED PHOTO

Brittany Carter
The Lake Report

Raising a glass to the 
“start of something beauti-
ful,” Vintage Hotels execu-
tive Paul MacIntyre toasted 
the planting of the first 
of 342 new trees for the 
planned greenspace across 
from the Pillar and Post 
hotel.

The six-acre John Street 
site was once home to 
the manufacturing plant for 
now-defunct C&C Yachts.

MacIntyre, vice-president 
of Vintage Inns, said the 
trees, averaging 15 to 22 
feet high, will add to the 
tree canopy of the com-
munity.

The Gardens at The Pil-
lar and Post, which will 
be open to the public, has 
been in the works for seven 
years. The botanical garden 
is inspired by Monet and 
will feature a pond, 21,000 
square feet of foliage, peren-
nials and shrubs, and the 49 
existing and 342 new trees.

After the garden is 
completed, Vintage Inns 
will begin building a new 
conference centre, which 
will offer event space for 
weddings and ceremonies.

In a previous interview, 
MacIntyre said the company 
won’t lease the space out 
for loud concerts or other 
events. It will be for social 
events only and a strict 
noise restriction policy will 
be in place in the interest of 
“being a good neighbour” to 
nearby residents.

MacIntyre said he was ea-
ger to get the project under-
way. He was joined by the 
lord mayor and members of 
council, as well as Vintage 
Hotels CEO Bob Jackson 
and staff members.

The project should take a 
few months to complete, he 
said, with the final opening 
expected this fall.

MacIntyre said flatbed 
trucks transporting the 
new trees will continue to 
roll into town over the next 
several weeks.

First of 342 trees planted 
at Pillar and Post gardens

Mawal Rauf, Abeer Rauf, Dahani Moaz and Sana Rauf 
waiting patiently to eat their lunch at Niagara Parkway.

Dean Warner visiting from Kelowna B.C to celebrate 
Father’s Day with his family playing Washer Toss at 
Veterans Memorial Park. PHOTOS BY EUNICE TANG

It takes a lot of planning and heavy machinery to bring the 
Garden’s Project at Pillar & Post to fruition. BRITTANY CARTER

Coun. Alan Bisback and Lord Mayor Betty Disero shovel the 
first soil during the tree planting Friday. BRITTANY CARTER

SPEAKWITHCONFIDENCE
YOUR 6-WEEK INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING STARTS JULY 10TH

P: (905)980-0856 E: NOTLTOASTMASTERS@GMAIL.COM
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The Lake Report is calling on all cooks, 
chefs, bakers and food enthusiasts in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. We want your favourite 
family recipes, and the stories that go with 
them, to share with the community. Whether 
it’s a special stew, soup, or salad; the best 
bread or muffins; or a decadent dessert, we’d 
like to hear from you!

We’d love it if you could include pictures 
of the food where possible, and of the family 
member who might have passed the recipe 
down. If there is any family folklore associated 
with the recipe, we’d love to hear that too. 
Maybe there’s a certain occasion when it’s 
always made, perhaps there’s a funny or sad 
story to tell that relates to that particular 
recipe, or certain traditions that accompany it.

We will publish selected recipes regularly, 
and at the end of the year we’ll compile all 
the recipes together as a book of NOTL 
family favourites. Proceeds from the sale of 
the book will be donated to a local charity.

Please send your recipes, pictures and 
stories to: recipes@niagaranow.com

The top recipes will be published in 
an annual paperback book which will be 
available (in limited supply) to residents of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake at The Lake Report 
office. This year’s book (title uncertain!) will 
be released in the coming months!

Local recipe book planned for 2019

Calling all cooks!

NEWS

Dariya Baiguzhiyeva
The Lake Report

A garden teeming with li-
lacs, hydrangeas as well 
as yellow and red barber-
ries is the first winner of 
NOTL’s annual Garden of 
The Week contest.

When homeowners Steve 
Cohen and Joe Car-
lino moved in to their house 
at 210 Centre St. last year, 
there was nothing but  dirt 
from Simcoe Street right up 
to the house, said Carlino.

“It really looked like a job 
site,” Carlino told The Lake 
Report. And because it’s a 
new house, not a heritage 
property, “our responsibility 
was really to get this to look 
like it’s always been here.”

Three judges stopped 
by the garden and asked 
to have a look, said Car-
lino, adding he had no idea 
their garden was nominated 
for the contest.

The judges complimented 
the garden’s “flowing design, 
very simple yet elegant.”

“The colour palette of 
lime and burgundy is stun-
ning set against the home. 
The homeowners have 
done a magnificent job,” 
the judges said, according 
to a media release from the 
Town of NOTL.

Feeling “humbled and 
happy,” Carlino said 
once everything has been 
planted and the mulch has 
been put down, it’s just 
“weeding every now and 
again,” so taking care of 
the garden doesn’t take 
too much time.

The Town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake sponsors on 
the Garden of the Week 
contest in collaboration with 
the NOTL Horticultural 
Society and Communities 
in Bloom. Residents can 
nominate as many gardens 
as they want. The nomina-
tion deadline for Monday 
each and nominations can 
be submitted through the 
town’s JoinTheConversation 
page or by email to cib@
notl.com.

Joe Carlino is co-owner of the winning garden on Centre 
Street in NOTL. DARIYA BAIGUZHIYEVA

Lush Centre Street 
property named first winner 
of the garden season

Garden of 
the week

Nominations are still being accepted for the Garden of 
the Week contest, which runs until Aug. 31. The event is put 
on by the NOTL Horticultural Society in co-operation with 
Communities in Bloom.

The nomination deadline for each week is Monday eve-
ning and all nominees will carry on to following weeks for 
consideration.

Residents can nominate as many gardens as they like, as 
long as the gardens meet the criteria.

The contest is open to all residents of NOTL with front 
gardens visible from the road. Each garden will be judged on 
streetscape and curb appeal, personal expression and creativ-
ity, colour and texture, and maintenance and neatness.

Winners will be announced on the town’s website and will 
receive a bottle of wine donated by Caroline Estate Winery 
and a gift certificate from Regal Florist and Garden Centre.

Submissions can be made through the town’s Join The 
Conversation page or by email to cib@notl.com.

How to nominate a garden

Brenda McArthur, property owner of 210 John Street 
East, one of the stops during the Shaw Guild Garden Tour 
Saturday. BRITTANY CARTER

Jennifer Gardiner, volunteer of the Shaw Guild for 20 
years. BRITTANY CARTER
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A glimpse into garden tours



A global leader in 
hearing healthcare.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an 
Audiologist with over 20 years of 
experience who loves helping people 
of all ages in the community. 

Book a complimentary 
hearing test today at 

905.468.9176

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON
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Seniors Fitness: Healthy Safe 
& Strong - 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. / 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Minecraft Club - 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. - NOTL Public Library

The White Effect Dinner - 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. - Queenston 
Heights

Clare’s Bike Night - 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. - Clare’s Harley-Davidson- 7 
p.m. - Stratus Vineyards

14
Duplicate Bridge - 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. - NOTL Community Centre

Neighbourhood Walks: Irish 
Town/Rye Park - 6 p.m. - Rye Park

Annual Seafood Picnic - 7 p.m. - 
Reif Estate Winery

Trius Red Presents Movie Night 
in the Vineyard: Mama Mia - 8 
p.m. - Trius Winery & Restaurant

Fireworks at Reif Estate Winery 
- 10:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. - Reif 
Estate Winery

15
Homegrown Wine Festival -  - 
Wineries of Niagara

Farmers’ Market - 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. - The Village

United Empire Loyalist Flag 
Raising - 9 a.m. - Queen Street, 
Cenotaph

Niagara College: Mastering the 
BBQ - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Canadian 
Food and Wine Institute at Niagara 
College

16
Father’s Day

Homegrown Wine Festival -  - 
Wineries of Niagara

Walking Tours of Old Town - 
11 a.m. - Queen’s Royal Park

Ghost Tours of Fort George - 
8:30 p.m. - Fort George

17
Fun Duplicate Bridge - 9 a.m. 
to noon - NOTL Community 
Centre

Monday Night Teen Hang 
Out - 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. - NOTL 
Public Library

Strawberry Social - 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. - NOTL Community 
Centre

Community Drumming Night 
- 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. - Niagara 
Regional Native Centre

18
NOTL Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Golf Tournament  - 11 
a.m. - Royal Niagara Golf Club

NOTL Rotary Club - Noon - 
NOTL Community Centre

Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Niagara Golden Age Club: 
Seniors Euchre - 1:30 p.m. - 
NOTL Community Centre

Carvey Wooden Sign 
Workshop (Adult) - 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. - NOTL Public Library

19
NOTL SupperMarket - 4:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - The Village

NOTL Toastmasters - 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - Niagara College, NOTL 
Campus

Simpson’s Seniors’ Day - 8:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m. - Simpson’s Pharmacy

20
Practical Genealogy: Beginner 
Class - 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. - NOTL 
Public Library

Seniors Fitness: Healthy Safe 
& Strong - 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. / 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Practical Genealogy: 
Intermediate and DNA 
Workshop - 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - 
NOTL Public Library

Art & Fashion Lecture 
Series: Canadian Crowns, 
An Exhibition of Vintage & 
Contemporary Millinery by 
Canadian Designers - 7:30 
p.m. - Niagara Historical Society & 
Museum 

21
Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Mahjong Game: Drop in - 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL Community 
Centre

Neighbourhood Walks: Queen 
Street Estates - 6 p.m. - Post 
Office, Queen Street

Trius Red Presents Movie 
Night in the Vineyard: My Best 
Friend’s Wedding  - 8 p.m. - Trius 
Winery & Restaurant

22
Laura Secord Walk in support 
of War Child Canada - 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. - Laura Secord House

Farmers’ Market - 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. - The Village

Strawberry Festival - 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. - St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church

St. Davids Vet Clinic: 
Community BBQ - 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. - St. Davids Vet Clinic

23
Fort George in the Great War: 
A WWI Commemoration -  - 

Niagara College: Culinary 
Regions of Italy Sicily and 
Southern Italy - 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. - Canadian Food and Wine 
Institute at Niagara College

Walking Tours of Old Town - 
11 a.m. - Queen’s Royal Park

Eroica: A Tribute to Laura 
Secord at Queenston Heights 
Park - 2 p.m. - Queenston 
Heights

Friends of St. Davids: 
Porchetta in the Park - 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. - St. Davids Lions Club

24
Fun Duplicate Bridge - 9 a.m. 
to noon - NOTL Community 
Centre

Famous & Infamous: Col Sam 
McLaughlin - 2 p.m. - Niagara 
Historical Society & Museum

Monday Night Teen Hang 
Out - 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. - NOTL 
Public Library

Community Drumming Night 
- 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. - Niagara 
Regional Native Centre

25
Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Niagara Golden Age Club: 
Seniors Euchre - 1:30 p.m. - 
NOTL Community Centre

Spiritual Principles for 
the Artist - 7:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

26
German Conversation Group 
- 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

NOTL SupperMarket - 4:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - The Village

NOTL Toastmasters - 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - Niagara College, NOTL 
Campus

27
Seniors Fitness: Healthy Safe 
& Strong - 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. / 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Minecraft Club - 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. - NOTL Public Library

Clare’s Bike Night - 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. - Clare’s Harley-Davidson

28
Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Mahjong Game: Drop in - 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL Community 
Centre

Neighbourhood Walks: Irish 
Town / Rye Park - 6 p.m. - Rye 
Park

Trius Red Presents Movie Night 
in the Vineyard: Mean Girls - 8 
p.m. - Trius Winery & Restaurant

29
Farmers’ Market - 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. - The Village

Artistry by the Lake - 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. - Queen’s Royal Park

COMMUNITY FAVOURITES:
Legion Fish Fry every Thursday - 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Duplicate Bridge at the Community Centre, Tuesdays and Fridays at 1 p.m.

 
 
 

Locally Grown Asparagus 
Fresh Daily 

Open Monday - Saturday 9am-6pm 
& Sunday 10am-3pm 

Thwaites Farms 
1984 Townline Road/Firelane 11, NOTL 
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Seniors Fitness: Healthy Safe 
& Strong - 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. / 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Minecraft Club - 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. - NOTL Public Library

The White Effect Dinner - 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. - Queenston 
Heights

Clare’s Bike Night - 6 p.m. to 9 
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Duplicate Bridge - 1 p.m. to 4 
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Neighbourhood Walks: Irish 
Town/Rye Park - 6 p.m. - Rye Park
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Reif Estate Winery

Trius Red Presents Movie Night 
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p.m. - Trius Winery & Restaurant
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- 10:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. - Reif 
Estate Winery
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Homegrown Wine Festival -  - 
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Farmers’ Market - 8 a.m. to 1 
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Father’s Day

Homegrown Wine Festival -  - 
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Walking Tours of Old Town - 
11 a.m. - Queen’s Royal Park

Ghost Tours of Fort George - 
8:30 p.m. - Fort George
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to noon - NOTL Community 
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Monday Night Teen Hang 
Out - 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. - NOTL 
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Community Drumming Night 
- 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. - Niagara 
Regional Native Centre
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NOTL Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Golf Tournament  - 11 
a.m. - Royal Niagara Golf Club

NOTL Rotary Club - Noon - 
NOTL Community Centre

Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Niagara Golden Age Club: 
Seniors Euchre - 1:30 p.m. - 
NOTL Community Centre

Carvey Wooden Sign 
Workshop (Adult) - 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. - NOTL Public Library

19
NOTL SupperMarket - 4:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - The Village

NOTL Toastmasters - 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - Niagara College, NOTL 
Campus

Simpson’s Seniors’ Day - 8:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m. - Simpson’s Pharmacy

20
Practical Genealogy: Beginner 
Class - 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. - NOTL 
Public Library

Seniors Fitness: Healthy Safe 
& Strong - 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. / 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Practical Genealogy: 
Intermediate and DNA 
Workshop - 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. - 
NOTL Public Library

Art & Fashion Lecture 
Series: Canadian Crowns, 
An Exhibition of Vintage & 
Contemporary Millinery by 
Canadian Designers - 7:30 
p.m. - Niagara Historical Society & 
Museum 

21
Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Mahjong Game: Drop in - 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL Community 
Centre

Neighbourhood Walks: Queen 
Street Estates - 6 p.m. - Post 
Office, Queen Street

Trius Red Presents Movie 
Night in the Vineyard: My Best 
Friend’s Wedding  - 8 p.m. - Trius 
Winery & Restaurant

22
Laura Secord Walk in support 
of War Child Canada - 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. - Laura Secord House

Farmers’ Market - 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. - The Village

Strawberry Festival - 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. - St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church

St. Davids Vet Clinic: 
Community BBQ - 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. - St. Davids Vet Clinic

23
Fort George in the Great War: 
A WWI Commemoration -  - 

Niagara College: Culinary 
Regions of Italy Sicily and 
Southern Italy - 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. - Canadian Food and Wine 
Institute at Niagara College

Walking Tours of Old Town - 
11 a.m. - Queen’s Royal Park

Eroica: A Tribute to Laura 
Secord at Queenston Heights 
Park - 2 p.m. - Queenston 
Heights

Friends of St. Davids: 
Porchetta in the Park - 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. - St. Davids Lions Club

24
Fun Duplicate Bridge - 9 a.m. 
to noon - NOTL Community 
Centre

Famous & Infamous: Col Sam 
McLaughlin - 2 p.m. - Niagara 
Historical Society & Museum

Monday Night Teen Hang 
Out - 6 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. - NOTL 
Public Library

Community Drumming Night 
- 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. - Niagara 
Regional Native Centre

25
Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Niagara Golden Age Club: 
Seniors Euchre - 1:30 p.m. - 
NOTL Community Centre

Spiritual Principles for 
the Artist - 7:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

26
German Conversation Group 
- 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

NOTL SupperMarket - 4:30 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - The Village

NOTL Toastmasters - 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. - Niagara College, NOTL 
Campus

27
Seniors Fitness: Healthy Safe 
& Strong - 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. / 
3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Minecraft Club - 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. - NOTL Public Library

Clare’s Bike Night - 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. - Clare’s Harley-Davidson

28
Duplicate Bridge (Sancionted 
ACBL) - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL 
Community Centre

Mahjong Game: Drop in - 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. - NOTL Community 
Centre

Neighbourhood Walks: Irish 
Town / Rye Park - 6 p.m. - Rye 
Park

Trius Red Presents Movie Night 
in the Vineyard: Mean Girls - 8 
p.m. - Trius Winery & Restaurant

29
Farmers’ Market - 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. - The Village

Artistry by the Lake - 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. - Queen’s Royal Park

COMMUNITY FAVOURITES:
Legion Fish Fry every Thursday - 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Duplicate Bridge at the Community Centre, Tuesdays and Fridays at 1 p.m.

LOCAL 
CALENDAR June 13 - June 29

PIN ME UP!
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21ST SEASON | JULY 14 - AUGUST 10

Celebrate with 
next-level a capella 
at our opening gala.

OPENING GALA

SUNDAY, JULY 14, 2019

COUNTERMEASURE

Where the world comes to play

TICKETS ON 
SALE NOW
905-468-2172

For program details, visit:

musicniagara.org

Dariya Baiguzhiyeva
The Lake Report

Volunteers make Niagara-on-the-Lake special, said Lord Mayor Betty Disero at 
the council meeting Monday night.

A number of NOTL devoted volunteers were recognized at the council meet-
ing on Monday. Council chambers were packed with the Lord Mayor’s Volunteer 
Award winners as well as their friends and families.

For the past 23 years, the awards were given in collaboration with the Niagara 
Advance newspaper. This year is the first time the award has been named “Lord 
Mayor’s Volunteer Award.”

There are seven award categories. The awards were presented by town council-
lors who announced the winners and listed their achievements.

Below is the list of all the winners:

Morgan Lambert and Simona Berardocco accept awards on behalf of their sisters Kaitlyn Lambert and Elena Berardocco. DARIYA BAIGUZHIYEVA

Town volunteers 
honoured

Working with 
youth/education: 

Linda Murray 
and Gord Harris.

The two were hon-
oured for volunteering 
with Red Roof Retreat 
and for their contribu-
tions to the youth and 
education sector.

Harris has been 
volunteering with Red 
Roof Retreat for 15 
years. First known 
as the “grass-cutting 
guy,” Harris has been 
taking care of the 11-
acre property and is 
“a very worthy recipient 
who represented quiet 
giving and the value 
of volunteer time to 
make the place a little 
brighter,” said Disero.

As for Murray, she 
has been helping to 
feed and care for the 
animals at the farm 
through “wind, sleet 
and snow” and “gen-
erously comes in for 
extra shifts when 
needed,” Disero told 
the crowd.

Working with 
 the senior community:

Helga Rahn, Joyce 
Loewen and Sylvia Eady.

Rahn volunteers with 
the Niagara United 
Mennonite Church, 
Pleasant Manor Retire-
ment Village, Christian 
Thrift Benefit Shop, 
Niagara Warehouse of 
Hope and the Virgil 
Women’s Institute. She 
has been helping out at 
the thrift shop once a 
week since 1975.

With her nursing 
skills and palliative 
care training, Loewen 
has volunteered for 
more than 20 years in 
palliative care and is 
always willing to help 
those in need, said 
Coun. John Wiens.

Eady is a longtime 
employee of the NOTL 
Public Library, who 
“quietly and clandes-
tinely” volunteered her 
time to get to know the 
seniors and drive them 
to various 
appointments.

Volunteers 
under 21: 

Kaitlyn Lambert and Elena Berardocco.

These two 13-year-old girls organized a 
climate change strike in front of NOTL’s 
town hall on March 15. The worldwide 
movement, named Fridays for Future, was 
started by 15-year-old Swedish girl Greta 
Thunberg. Lambert and Berardocco, who 
were inspired by Thunberg, decided to orga-
nize their own strike in NOTL as the closest 
protests were taking place in Hamilton and 
Buffalo. The girls are leading their peers and 
are taking time to educate the public about 
climate change, said Coun. Norm Arsenault. 
Both girls were unable to attend the ceremo-
ny, but their younger sisters, Morgan Lambert 
and Simona Berardocco, were on hand to 
accept the awards on their sisters’ behalf.

Culture 
 (arts, music, heritage):

Lise Andreana 
and Cheryl Morris.

Andreana has been 
recognized for her role 
as a chair of the Niagara 
Pumphouse Arts Cen-
tre board of directors. 
She volunteered 1,617 
hours over the past year 
alone and, since her elec-
tion to the board in 2016, 
she has been working 
to engage, enrich and 
celebrate NOTL’s diverse 
and growing population 
through the visual arts.

Morris was honoured for 
her contributions to the 
Shaw Guild. She has been 
overseeing the scheduling 
process for the guild’s vol-
unteers, developed train-
ing materials, conducted a 
pilot program and trained 
over 200 members. Morris 
is also a member of the 
town’s heritage trail com-
mittee, a marketing lead 
for the 2019 Canadian 
Snowbirds event and is on 
the board of the Niagara 
Pumphouse Arts Centre.

Sports 
and recreation:

Karen Wright.

Wright started 
a tennis program 
called “Tennis 4 
Kids,” for children 
aged 6 and up. The 
program runs at 
the NOTL Com-
munity Centre and 
Wright provides the 
equipment. She has 
coached more than 
100 tennis players in 
NOTL and her com-
mitment is “unwav-
ering,” said Coun. 
Gary Burroughs.

Community/civic 
engagement:

Sheila Tierney, and Michel 
and Marie Lapointe.

Tierney has been working 
with the Canadian Cancer 
Society for more than 50 
years. She has organized 
door-to-door canvassing in 
April and daffodil pin sales 
in March. The money raised 
was used for Wheels of Hope 
program which supports 
people dealing with cancer.

Michael and Marie Lapointe 
received a joint award. Marie 
Lapointe is a longtime volun-
teer at Parliament Oak School 
and Crossroads Public School. 
She also helps migrant work-
ers with Spanish translations, 
campaigns for the Canadian 
Cancer Society and has sup-
ported the Terry Fox run for 
several years.

Michael Lapointe has 
helped with the Terry Fox 
Run and has campaigned for 
local charities such as the 
Heart and Stroke Founda-
tion. He also used to volun-
teer for search and rescue 
operations and repairs bikes 
for migrant workers.

Environment:

Sandra O’Connor and Finn Madsen.

O’Connor, who was chair of the urban tree bylaw initiative on a 
private property, worked “tirelessly” to seek public input and develop 
the documents. As a board member of the Preservation of Agricul-
tural Lands Society, she helped the organization update information 
on Niagara’s fruit farming history dating back to 1792.

Madsen, who was chair of Harmony Residents group, is also a 
member of the UNESCO Committee and the town’s Communities in 
Bloom committee. Madsen has been advocating for the preservation 
of Parks Canada-owned property on Lakeshore Road and believes it 
will not only create a legacy for NOTL residents and visitors but will 
also be a place for young children, said Coun. Allan Bisback. 
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A large white sign is 
mounted above a display of 
curated window treatments 
in Unit 3, at 347 Airport 
Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
It reads, “SIMPLY WHITE. 
Furnishings. Accessories. 
Colour.” Brenda and Kirk 
Petrunick, owners of Simply 
White Interiors, have kept 
this sign for nearly a decade. 
They like to remember 
where it used to hang at their 
first location in downtown 
St. Catharines.

The sign is a nod to their 
humble beginnings in a cozy re-
tail space, while they’ve moved 
on to flourish in their Niagara-
on-the-Lake studio. With a full 
interior design team, Simply 
White serves commercial and 
residential clients in Niagara 
and the GTA.

“Remembering where we 
started is how we stay true 
to our mission as a company 

and a team,“ says Brenda. 
“For us, that looks like sup-
porting other small busi-
nesses and building mean-
ingful relationships with our 
clients. We’re like the little 
engine that could.”

And it seems Simply 
White is gaining steam with 
each new chapter of its busi-
ness journey. At their studio 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
the Simply White team of-
fers complete interior design 
services. They work with 
their customers on concep-
tual design development, 
space planning, and finish 
and material selection, which 
includes custom drapery, bed-
ding, blinds and upholstery.

Sometimes the scope of 
their projects is large, assist-
ing with drawings for a new 
build or renovation. Other 
times, they provide expert 
advice on furniture arrange-
ment or colour choice while 
they update a customer’s 
home or cottage.

“Our big focus is the 
interior, your living space,” 
says Kirk. “But we also do a 
tremendous amount of reno-
vation and refurbishing.”

When visiting the Simply 
White studio, customers 
will find many local artisans 
setting the tranquil interior 
scene. This holds true to 
Brenda and Kirk’s passion 
for supporting other local 
businesses and bringing 
attention to high-quality 
Canadian craftsmanship.

Simply White also car-
ries popular lines such as 
Dash & Albert Carpets, 
Pine Cone Hill Bedding 
and Hunter Douglas Blinds. 
Throughout the design 
journey, customers have 
access to Simply White’s 
extensive fabric library with 
top manufacturers such 
as Robert Allen, Fabricut, 
Duralee and Kravet.

The creative team of five 
seamstresses produces every 
project by hand in their 

onsite workroom. After 25 
years sewing together, these 
seamstresses have completed 
a wide range of exciting 
projects and take great pride 
in their work.

As customers are faced 
with countless choices along 
their interior design journey, 
they can turn to in-house 
designers, Elizabeth Loomis 
or Taylor Rumble, to get the 
guidance they need.

Brenda describes their 
designers as a source of 
calm and confidence for 
customers throughout the 
decision-making process, 
especially because of their 
talent for listening to what 
their customers need and 
turning it into reality.

It’s this creative relation-
ship between the designer 
and client that the team val-
ues so deeply in their work.

“We’ve always considered 
it an honour to be invited 
into someone’s home to 
share our designs with 

them,” says Brenda. “We 
don’t take it lightly that 
someone has entrusted even 
the smallest piece of their 
home to us. It always feels 
like a privilege and we treat 
it that way.”

Customers are welcomed 
by appointment to sit down 
with the team at Simply 
White Interiors and create 
their own personal interior 
decorating plan. With the 
whole team working onsite, 
it’s possible visitors will be 
greeted by the team sitting 
down to eat their “family 
lunch” at the big live-edge 
harvest table. They’re a 
team that cultivates an 
authentic small-town feel-

ing in the way they work 
together, create together and 
do business together.

“I have wonderful 
memories growing up in 
the small-business world 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake,” 
says Brenda. “It’s the way 
small-town business should 
be and we strive to give 
that feeling to our team 
members and customers at 
Simply White Interiors.”

Readers with interior de-
sign needs can visit the Sim-
ply White website at: www.
swi.design or contact the 
team directly at 905-708-
4784. The studio is located 
at 347 Airport Rd., Unit 3, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

A thriving business with a small town story
Sponsored content

Simply White Interiors has been putting its authentic touch on Niagara homes for nearly 10 years

FEATURED

Kirk and Brenda Petrunick of Simply White Interiors. 
SUPPLIED PHOTO

Sandra O’Connor. Lise Andreana. Finn Madsen. Karen Wright. Joyce Loewen. Cheryl Morris.

Helga Rahn. Sheila Tierney.

Sylvia Eady.

Michel and Marie Lapointe.Linda Murray. Gord Harris.

service
workmanship

inspirational spaces

SIMPLY WHITE INTERIORS

347 Airport Road | Unit 3 | Niagara-on-the-Lake
905 708 4784 | www.swi.design
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Brittany Carter
The Lake Report

The words are out of the 
bag – NOTL resident Joel 
Talento stacked his tiles 
against Scrabble players 
from around the world 
last weekend at the North 
American Scrabble Players 
Association tournament.

Now, Talento wants to 
bring his love for the stra-
tegic word game home by 
starting a Scrabble club in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

He said he has been in 
touch with the community 
centre and library to try to 
get a club off the ground. 
Nothing is official yet, but 
he said he’s hopeful it will 
spell out more competitive 
Scrabble locally.

Talento has been play-
ing drop-in games casually 
with some friends at Sweets 
and Swirls Café, but he fig-
ures NOTL residents would 
be up for an organized 
Scrabble club.

In the next few weeks he 
will take the test to become 

a certified club director with 
the association, he said, 
which will allow him to 
oversee sanctioned clubs.

The 5th Niagara Falls 
International Open held 21 
rounds in total from Friday 
to Sunday at the Scotiabank 
Convention Centre. While 

the convention centre was 
buzzing with Niagara Falls 
Comic Con hype, which 
took place at the same 
time on the main floor, 
Scrabble players occupied 
a conference room upstairs, 
quietly spelling out their 
best moves against some of 
the brightest international 
wordsmiths.

Talento placed 21st out of 
25 players. While he said he 
would have liked to finish 
higher, he still had a great 
time and will definitely try 
again next year.

“It’s the camaraderie. I’ve 
seen people here that I’ve 
played with from all over 
the world.”

Picking up the book Word 
Freak by Stephen Fatsis in 
2001 pushed Talento into 

the world of competitive 
Scrabble, he said.

“It’s a story about him 
being a reporter playing 
competitive Scrabble and 
he ended up being a really 
good player. After that I 
went to a Scrabble club,” 
Talento said.

Starting as what those 
in the Scrabbleverse call a 
living room player, Talento 
began studying the two and 
three letter words of the 
North American dictionary 
to improve his game.

The tournament this year 
was more of a challenge, he 
said, because it was interna-
tional. While he has spent 
a lot of time studying the 
North American version of 
the game, he had to put in 
extra preparation time for the 

international tournament.
He’s a lover of words and 

anagrams, and, given the 
chance, is quick to present 
you with the various words 
that can be made from 
your name. After moving 
to NOTL from Vancouver 
several years ago, he said he 
took a hiatus from competi-
tive playing.

He said his wife, Kendra 
Cooper, encouraged him 
to pick up the game again 
now that their children, 
Ellie, 7 and Max, 4, are a 
little older.

“I love numbers, I love 
words, and I love strategy.”

Talento created an Ins-
tagram account and said 
anyone interested in playing 
can message him at Scrab-
bleNOTL.

Joel Talento plays for Canada during a Scrabble 
Tournament on the weekend. BRITTANY CARTER

NOTL resident spells out hopes for a competitive Scrabble club in town

Jill Troyer
The Lake Report

Mary Towndrow’s kitchen 
table in Old Town is covered 
in neat rows of homemade 
kombucha. Green and black 
tea kombucha with ginger, 
peppermint kombucha, 
rosehip kombucha, cherry 
kombucha, and beet kombu-
cha with rosemary.

She’s been making it for 
five years, and now she 
and her fellow fermenting 
fan Lauren Zimbalatti are 
preparing to teach a Brew 
Your Own Booch course 
at Niagara College to help 
get others started in DIY 
kombucha.

Kombucha is a fermented 
beverage typically made 
with sweetened tea. The 
other essential ingredient 
is the scoby, which stands 
for “symbiotic culture of 
bacteria and yeast.”

The scoby, which looks 
like a gelatinous pancake, 
aids in fermentation, and the 
resulting drink is slightly 
effervescent, a little sweet, 
and also a touch sour with a 
hint of vinegar flavour.

It is growing in popular-
ity both for its flavour and 
health benefits, since it has 
both probiotics and anti-
oxidants. For some, it’s a 
tasty low-calorie, low-sugar 

alternative to pop.
Towndrow first tasted 

kombucha five years ago, 
while travelling in the 
United States on business. 
She loved the flavour, but 
not the price.

A bottle of commercially 
produced kombucha at the 
grocery store can cost up 
to $10. Towndrow says mak-
ing it herself “costs just pen-
nies a serving, that’s what 
got me interested.”

So she bought her first 
scoby and started brewing, 
and she says “my cost for 
a two gallon batch, which 
makes 15 bottles, is a few 
tea bags and some sugar, 
and it only takes 15 minutes 

to make the brew.”
She and her family have 

their favourite flavours and 
she keeps it on hand in the 
fridge as their go-to drink.

Towndrow and Zimbalatti 
met in a class at Niagara 
College that Zimbalatti was 
teaching about beer making. 
When Zimbalatti mentioned 
she had made kombucha 
beer, Towndrow says “my 
antenna just went up ... we 
just became friends and 
we’ve been experimenting 
ever since.”

Zimbalatti, who com-
pleted the brewmaster 
and brewery operations 
program at Niagara Col-
lege three years ago, says 

the kombucha course she 
and Towndrow will teach is 
“geared to introduce people 
to brewing their own kom-
bucha.”

Participants will get to 
“sample a tasting flight of 
different flavours and learn 
all the other uses of kombu-
cha, like making syrups and 
jellies,” she says.

Towndrow adds she 
uses scoby “to make jerky, 
candy, as a base for smooth-
ies, and the liquid to make 
sourdough starter ... you’re 
only limited by your taste 
buds and what you have on 
hand.”

For anyone “interested in 
fermentation, kombucha is a 
good place to start, because 
it’s inexpensive and simple,” 
she says.

The class will provide 
participants with every-
thing they need to make 
their own brew and they’ll 
leave with their own first 
batch started, to finish 
fermenting at home. Ac-
cording to Zimbalatti, “it’s 
kind of set and forget. It’s 
very forgiving.”

The course, which costs 
$80, is set for June 26 at 
Niagara College. More 
information is available at: 
www.niagaracollege.ca/
parttimestudies/courses/
HTSM/1085/

Mary Towndrow has been brewing up homemade 
kombucha for five years. Doing it yourself costs a fraction 
of the retail price. JILL TROYER

Niagara College course teaches 
DIY kombucha making

Brittany Carter
The Lake Report

Neighbourhoods across 
town set up to sell a plethora 
of items on Saturday morn-
ing during community-wide 
garage sales.

Creekside Senior Estate 
in St. Davids held its an-
nual garage sale and 
barbecue to raise money 
for improvements to 
its trailer park. 

Last year, the commu-
nity raised $3,000, but Judy 
Sibley, chair of the Creek-
side social club, said she 
hoped it might bring in a 
little more this year.

“All the infrastructure 
has been replaced. All the 
sewers and waterlines are 
being replaced. Originally, 

this was just a trailer park 
but now with the bigger 
homes coming in we need 
more (sewage capacity),” 
Sibley said. The annual 
garage sale was one way to 
fund those expenses.

At the same time, across 
town in Queenston, the 
bi-annual, community-wide 
garage sale was in full 
force. Residents who wanted 
to participate just set up 
their items for sale.

Shoppers poured in from 
all over town, as well as 
Niagara Falls and St. Catha-
rines, to peruse items and 
take advantage of the warm 
weekend weather.

The sale in Queenston 
takes place every other year 
and residents keep all the 
money raised.

Deals galore at 
neighbourhood garage sales

Pat Buchanan browses clothes during Queenston’s grage 
sales on Saturday. BRITTANY CARTER
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Randy 1.905.651.2977 
BlythwoodHomes.ca

Niagara
ON-THE-LAKE

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE

 Niagara-on-the-Lake is one of Ontario’s most sought-after communities and the village 
of St. Davids is especially popular.
 The only thing better than having a home in Niagara-on-the-Lake is having that home 
built by Blythwood Homes. Blythwood builds way above code, combining leading edge 
construction technology with innovative architectural design to create distinctive homes 
especially designed to accommodate your adult lifestyle.

 Enjoy stunning western sunsets from one of our exquisite detached homes backing onto the
Ravine vineyard Estate or enjoy maintenance free-living in our spacious bungalow townhomes.

 Close proximity to all the things that make for an exciting adult lifestyle means that you’ll 
enjoy a lifestyle that’s envied by all. In that sense, St. Davids offers the best of all worlds.

FEATURED

Unicycle ride for a good cause
Zachary Wells rides his unicycle through town as part of a 500 km ride during the month of June to raise 
money for SickKids Foundation. This is the third year Wells has ridden to raise money for the cause. So far 
he’s raised more than $5,000 for the foundation. RICHARD HARLEY
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Have some fun
Crossword Puzzle

Sudoku

The Lake Report is looking for puzzle makers 
who would like to help develop this page. 
We are seeking both standard and cryptic 
crossword writers. editor@niagaranow.com

Last issue’s answers

Across
1. No-show (8)
5. Ring fighter (5)
10. Seed providing milk and meat (7)
11. Anthropoid (3-4)
12. Performs (4)
13. Limited (10)
14. Island in central Hawaii (4)
15. Area of South London (10)
19. Senior mail official (10)
22. Passport endorsement (4)
24. Large city (10)
26. Fruit, a.k.a. the Chinese gooseberry (4)
28. Hearing distance (7)
29. Employ excessively (7)
30. Stench (5)
31. Signal to arise (8)
Down
1. Praise vociferously (7)
2. Pruning shears (9)
3. Not one (4)
4. Radical (7)
6. Biddable (8)
7. Survive (5)
8. Chicken of very small size (6)
9. Lethal (6)
16. Furrow (3)
17. Religious (9)
18. Flatten out (8)
19. Treat with excessive indulgence (6)
20. Grunts (6)
21. Incident (7)
23. City in central Texas (7)
25. Fortune-telling cards (5)
27. Lake or pond (4)

Wayne Gates MPP Niagara Falls Riding
Serving Niagara Falls, Niagara-on-the-Lake & Fort Erie 
905-357-0681  •  WayneGates.com • wgates-co@ndp.on.ca
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             ◆ Based on residential unit sales $500,000+ 2018 year to
date ORTIS MLS ® in Niagara Region* | Brokerage

*Sales Representative   **Broker   ***Broker 

NIAGARA'S LUXURY LEADER

MLS# 30696904
Dan Stefels*** & Katie Redekopp**

125 Queen St, Niagara on the lake
 direct: 289.257.6744

MLS# 30711687
Christine Dorion* & Erin Bice*

MLS# 30705563
Jo-Anne Cudmore*

125 Queen St, Niagara on the lake
 direct: 905.468.4214

27 Niagara on the Green, NOTL
$469,900 | MLS 30729852

Aaron Cherney* & Helen Mosca* Aaron Cherney* & Helen Mosca* Lucy Continelli**

Dan Stefels*** & Katie Redekopp*** Dan Stefels*** & Katie Redekopp***Dan Stefels*** & Katie Redekopp*** Dan Stefels*** & Katie Redekopp***

SOLD

484 Simcoe Street, NOTL
$759,900 | MLs 30736995 

220 Mary Street, NOTL
$749,000 | MLS 30733253

179 Cole Crescent, NOTL
$674,900 | MLS 30740843

4 Crimson Drive, NOTL
$669,900 | MLS 30738225

11 Elden Street, Virgil
$824,900 | MLS 30728443

◆

16 Norton Street, NOTL
$1,139,000 | MLS 30718373

29 Nelles Street, NOTL
$649,000 | MLS 30729393

20 Windsor Circle, NOTL
$829,900 | MLS 30734878

5 Andres Street, NOTL
$528,000| MLS 30740923

Lucy Continelli**Margie Van Gelder* & James O'Connor*Doreen Ibba*
NRC
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LIVE IN THE HOME YOU FINALLY DESERVE
in picturesque Niagara-on-the-Lake

• Exclusive Luxury Townhome Community
• Finished basements included

• Immediate occupancy & longer term available
• Walking distance to Downtown Niagara-on-the-Lake

• Upgraded packages included at No Cost
•Fully finished designer homes available for sale

•Easy, stress free living.  
•Low Maintenance fee covers grass cutting & snow removal

FULLY DECORATED
MODEL HOME NOW OPEN

MODEL HOME
PRESENTATION

CENTRE

MARY   ST.

QUEEN   ST.

NIAGARA
RIVER
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JOHN  ST. E.

ANNE  ST.

G
AT

E 
 S

T.

NIAG
ARA

ST
ONE  

RD
.

KI
NG

  S
T.

M
IS

SI
SS

AU
G

A 
 S

T.

DO
RC

HE
ST

ER
  S

T.

55

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-688-3010

HOURS; Mon-Thurs by appointment
Friday to Sunday 11am – 5pm

*Specifications subject to change without notice. 
All images are artist’s concept only.
Map not to scale.  E.&O.E. TheWindsor.ca

Now Open  $700’sTownhomes
from the low

L U X U R Y  T O W N H O M E  R E S I D E N C E S

Hurry In!
Limited

Availability

GIVE HIM A GIFT THAT WILL 
L AST FOR YEARS TO COME
AWARD-WINNING DESIGNS, EXCEPTIONAL SELECTION & EXPERT ADVICEwww.MoriGardens.com

1709 Niagara Stone Rd.  |  NOTL 

FEATURED

Advertising inquiries?
 Email advertising@niagaranow.com

or call Rob at 905.246.4671

Greg Walker
Special to The Lake Report

After weeks of thun-
derstorms and heavy rain, 
June 6 dawned overcast and 
misty. As the morning pro-
gressed, however, the mist 
burned off and the clouds 
dissipated to create perfect 
conditions for the Friends 
of St. Davids' first “Nine & 
Dine” golf and dinner event.

By tee-off time in the af-
ternoon, the sky was clear, 
and the sun shone on 22 
intrepid novice and expe-
rienced golfers at the St. 
Davids Golf Club.

After an afternoon of play 
and fun on the golf course, 
the players were joined by 
family and friends for din-
ner at Ravine Winery.

If the golf course was 

beautiful, nestled as it is just 
below the Niagara escarp-
ment, the venue for dinner 
was spectacular. The 41 
guests enjoyed a wonderful 
buffet dinner in Ravine’s big 
tent with an amazing view 
of the vineyard.

Paul Harber, Ravine’s pro-
prietor, had presented four 
gift certificates to Friends 
of St Davids. These were 
raffled and the proceeds 
of $150 will be donated 
to the St. Davids LEOs to 
help them meet their goal 
of raising enough to pay for 
a second dog guide for a 
person with disabilities.

Friends of St. Davids is 
planning a “Porchetta in 
the Park” on June 23 and 
a further donation will be 
made to the LEOs after that 
event.

St. Davids 
community group 
holds golf and 
dinner social

Great One 
comes to town

The great one is pictured above with Niagara 
College brewmaster professor Jon Downing. 
SUPPLIED PHOTO

Wayne Gretzky attended a private party last Sunday for 
the launch of a new 8000-square foot beer garden at Wayne 
Gretzky Estate Winery. With a Bocce ball court, a ping 
pong table, a pool table as well as a large outdoor firepit and 
an outdoor cabanas on site, the beer garden will be offering 
a light grill menu with sausages and pretzels as well as draft 
beer, wine and cider. 

Niagara College’s brewmaster professor Jon Downing was 
also on hand to celebrate the opening of a beer garden.

“The event was fantastic, the weather was perfect,” 
Downing told The Lake Report. “It was a great honour to 
be invited.”
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Mike Keenan
Special to The Lake Report

In his 1933 novel “Lost 
Horizon,” British author 
James Hilton’s describes 
“Shangri-La” as a mystical, 
earthly paradise. Lerner and 
Loewe followed with their 
1947 quaint Scottish town 
“Brigadoon,” a magical 
venue that appears for only 
24 hours every 100 years.

Corwin Ferguson’s clever 
projections indicate that 
Brigadoon is the high 
dosage antidote for the 
war-weary, whether it’s the 
1746 Battle of Culloden or 
more contemporary Second 
World War.

As with several plays last 
season, artistic director Tim 
Carroll adroitly commemo-
rates the 75th anniversary of 
Canadians landing on Nor-
mandy’s Juno Beach during 
the D-Day invasion.

We find two friends 
– George Krissa as Tommy 
Albright, soon-to-be-
married back home in New 
York City, and his cynical 
sidekick, Mike Nadajewski 
as Jeff Douglas – escaping 
from wearisome war memo-
ries via a brief hunting trip 
in the Scottish Highlands. 

Soon-to-be husband and 
best man.

The two Americans 
arrive in Brigadoon quite 
lost and seeking directions, 
only to be caught up in a 
festive wedding celebration 
between Matt Nethersole 
as Charlie Dalrymple and 
Madelyn Kriese as Jane 
MacLaren, who both dance 
and sing with romantic 
reckless abandon.

Kudos to choreographer 
Linda Garneau who keeps 
all of the footwork nimble 
with the larger troupes 
filling the set as well as the 
smaller groupings, like the 
sword dance that features a 
high-stepping Travis Seetoo.

The Brigadoon musi-
cal selections are expert-
ly played by a proficient 
16-piece orchestra directed 
by Shaw’s talented Paul 
Sportelli, but they contain 
only one song that one 
might remember, “Almost 
Like Being In Love.” This 
song title reflects the core 
problem for Krissa: return 
home to marry a woman 
he realizes that he does not 
love – or remain forever 
in Brigadoon but with his 
newfound sweetheart, Fiona 
MacLaren (Alexis Gordon).

The appealing, attractive 
set by Pam Johnson and 
colourful Scottish tartan 
costumes designed by Sue 
LePage complement each 
other handsomely on the 
large Festival Theatre stage. 
Smoke emitted from stacks, 
windows with flowerboxes, 
a Highland fog settling in 
and a wondrous, impos-

ing Celtic cross, the focus 
of both celebration and 
sorrow, the latter the result 
of a bitter Harry Beaton 
(Seetoo) aiming to destroy 
Brigadoon because of his 
lost love.

The Shaw cast is quite 
large and talented, and di-
rector Glynis Leyshon keeps 
the action moving, includ-

ing humorous bawdy bits at 
which Kristi Frank as Meg 
Brockie excels.

Nadajewski is the perfect 
foil for Krissa. While Krissa 
is ready to fall madly in 
love with the entire concept 
of Brigadoon, including 
Gordon, Nadajewski wants 
only to sleep and escape, not 
even keen to engage with 

the lewd Frank. His pessi-
mism and sarcastic remarks 
are contrasted with Krissa’s 
optimism and renewed abil-
ity to love. We all know for 
whom to cheer.

The Festival Theatre 
was full, and the audience 
loved this romantic, escap-
ist, happy-ending musical 
romp through the Scottish 
Highlands. And thanks to 
Corwin Ferguson, we even 
encounter a magnificent 
stag along the way in a 
brooding, primeval forest. 
The production runs two 
hours and 20 minutes, in-
cluding one intermission.

The original production 
opened on Broadway in 
1947 and ran for 581 perfor-
mances. A 1954 film version 
starred Gene Kelly and Cyd 
Charisse, and a 1966 televi-
sion version starred Canadi-
an Robert Goulet and Peter 
Falk, aka Columbo.

Brigadoon, directed 
by Glynis Leyshon plays 
until Oct. 13 at the Festi-
val Theatre, 10 Queen’s 
Parade, Niagara-on-the-
Lake. ShawFest.com or 
905-468-2172.

You can access the 
program at: www.shawfest.
com/playbill/brigadoon/

Shaw review: Audience loves romantic Brigadoon

Kristi Frank as Meg Brockie with the cast of Brigadoon. SUPPLIED PHOTO/DAVID COOPER

Ross Robinson
Special to The Lake Report

The skirl of the pipes as 
the sun sets over Lake On-
tario on Saturday, June 22, 
will again be a highlight as 
Chautauqua bids farewell 
to spring and welcomes 
summer.

NOTL resident David 
Janaszek will catch the 
spirit and don his full 
Scottish regalia to march 
along the bluff in Ryerson 
Park and will pipe solo as 
the sun disappears over the 
horizon at 8:56 p.m.

One of the many special 
and unique treats in the 
Chautauqua neighbourhood 
is to join a large gallimau-
fry of tartan- and plaid-clad 
fun lovers for a night of 
rolling r’s in our neighbour-

hood park on the lake.
Last year, a memorial cel-

ebration was held to hon-
our a neighbour who was 
truly the heartbeat of our 
‘hood. Ramsay Morrison 
was a longtime resident, 
who always had time for a 
chat, or a discussion about 
important matters. He had 
a friendly wave, a warm 
smile and a good feeling 
for everyone passing by.  

One lovely Saturday 
afternoon, I noticed that 
of about 20 cars that had 
driven past his driveway, 
over half stopped for a few 
minutes with Ramsay. He 
replied, “I enjoy chatting 
with everyone. And, some-
day I might be in a ditch.”

A retired master car-
penter, he always enjoyed 
creative fix-it jobs for 

neighbours and created 
many beautiful grandfather 
clocks. He and his wife 
Sharon were involved in 
our precious Chautauqua, 
and in several clubs in 
Niagara. 

Our Piping Down The 
Sun event was so well-at-
tended and loving last June, 
with Scottish dancing, the 
Evergreen Singers and the 
City of Thorold Pipe Band 
parading down Vincent 
Avenue to play in Ryerson 
Park at about 7:30 p.m.

The St. Andrew’s Society 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
will be out in force and 
president Alan Dickson 
will present a wee his-
tory of the society and talk 
about the future. Join them 
wearing kilts, tartan skirts 
and other Scottish clothing.

And returning this year 
will be the Royal Scottish 
Country Dancing Society 
of St. Catharines. They will 
entertain with their lively, 
colourful and traditional 
dancing talents. 

We may have a mini 
Highland Games. The very 
macho caber toss, but using 
pool noodles? How about 

a hammer throw? Perhaps 
Kartwheels in Kilts?

Last year, a potential park-
ing problem was cleverly 
avoided when many people 
spoke with friends who live 
in the Chautauqua neighbour-
hood. Many driveways easily 
accommodated two, three or 
four cars for the early-evening 
event.

Who should attend? In a 
word, everyone. Whether 
you can trace your family 
history back to United Em-
pire Loyalists, or whether 
you have recently moved 
to NOTL from Trawna, or 
if you  recently arrived in 
Canada from another coun-
try, be with us.

Last year, many people 
were enjoying a picnic 
in Ryerson Park when 
the action began. A re-
ally Canadian moment 
occurred when about 30 
people from Syria, via 
Toronto, joined us and had 
a truly emotional and spon-
taneous experience.

So, on Saturday, June 
22, at 7:15 in the evening, 
make your way to Ryerson 
Park in Chautauqua. Bring 
a sandwich or snack – and 
some bug spray.  And a 
donation of two bucks per 
person to cover costs.

Get r-r-r-ready to be a 
Scot for an evening, as we 
enjoy piping down the sun 
in Ryerson Park.

Piping down the sun 
in Chautauqua

David Janaszek pipes down the sun at Ryerson Park in 
2018. RICHARD HARLEY
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Everything 
old is new 
again

Brian Marshall
Featured

Brian Marshall
Featured

“Vernacular” is one of 
those terms that regularly 
creeps into my conversa-
tions with folks when de-
scribing their heritage home 
and it’s not uncommon that 
the word requires some 
definition.

Applied to historic archi-
tecture, vernacular refers 
to a building designed by 
someone with no training 
in the discipline, generally 
guided by local community 
conventions and the func-
tionality of the house, using 
local materials with little 
emphasis placed on aesthet-
ic or decorative elements.

Indeed, here in Niagara, 
many of these relatively 

simple homes displayed 
some general Georgian or 
Regency characteristics 
consistent with the commu-
nity norms, but the primary 
consideration was func-
tional livability.  

In the 18th and early 
19th centuries, vernacular 
cottages were among the 
most common homes 
found in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. While many 
were torn down during 
the intervening years, a 
surprising number still 
survive due, I suspect, to 
that superb livability.

While this type of house 
continued to be built 
throughout the 19th century, 
it became much less fre-
quent as ready availability 
of plan books, competitive 
pricing of shipped-in ma-
terials and ready access to 
skilled labour increased.

Interestingly, in the 20th 
century an increasing client 
demand for an understated 
“quiet” house with a highly 
functional interior caused a 
small number of architects 
to begin drawing on the 
earlier vernacular tradition 
for their designs.

Then in the 1980s many 
North American communi-
ties instituted Traditional 
Neighbourhood Develop-
ment Plans, which essential-
ly required new homes to be 
built in a style that recalled 
the area’s architectural 
heritage, and the demand for 
new (or “American”) ver-
nacular designs increased 
dramatically.

However, with the excep-
tion of the purely functional 
and somewhat ubiquitous 
farmhouse, vernacular hous-
es were products of their 
community. A New Orleans 
shotgun house would be just 
as out-of-place in NOTL 
as one of our vernacular 
Georgian cottages would be 
there. This forced the devel-
opment of regional specific 
designs.

Unfortunately, lacking a 
Traditional Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, our town 
has seen only the occasional 
new vernacular built. Ap-
parently we prefer the cur-
rent version of the develop-
ers’ matchbox house?  

A new vernacular farmhouse. BRIAN MARSHALL

This post card shows the Michigan Central Railway train on King Street, with the Niagara 
Apothecary seen on the left. The train came to town up to the mid-1950s and some of us 

kids were shown the engine by the fireman. If you could spare a penny it was fun to put it on 
the tracks and have the train flatten it to the size of a quarter. 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO/JIM SMITH

Exploring Photos: with Jim Smith 
Exclusive to The Lake Report

Michigan Central Railway

June 13, 2019
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Local Snaps

Nicholas Salvador at the Virgil splash pad.

Andrew Ceglie, 5, Nicholas Salvador, 7 and Daniel Salvador 
4 enjoy the Virgil Splashpad Sunday afternoon.

Daniel Salvador plays at the splash pad.

Above and below: Ivy Deko, 3, spends an afternoon with 
cousin Kennedy Bastine in Virgil.

PHOTOS BY BRITTANY CARTER, RICHARD HARLEY
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Denise Ascenzo
Exclusive/The Lake Report

The Mennonites are 
considered a fairly recent 
addition to the community 
of Virgil, having arrived 
in 1934, mainly from the 
Ukraine.

There is another Men-
nonite settlement close 
by, in Vineland, but that 
community had Swiss or 
southern German origins. 
They came via Pennsylva-
nia in 1663 shortly after 
the American Revolution.

The history of the migra-
tion of the Ukraine Men-
nonites is complicated. 
They first lived in Holland, 
which was a province 
under the control of King 
Philip of Spain (1527-
1598).

They were not Catholic 
and the reign of terror by 
the Spanish king drove 
them from their lands. 
They fled to Poland and 
Germany where Protes-
tants were not persecuted. 
The Mennonites lived in 
peace for over two hundred 
years.

By the 1780s, the Men-
nonites found they were 
once again being persecut-
ed for their beliefs. Being 
pacifists and refusing to 
participate in any activity 
that supported an aggres-
sive power, they found 
themselves slowly being 
pushed off their lands.

This sudden loss of land 
was resolved when Cathe-
rine the Great (1729-1796) 
of Russia wanted to settle 
large areas of land taken 
from the Turks and Tatars. 
The skilled Mennonite 
farmers offered a land deal 
that was beneficial for all. 
They moved once again, 
this time to the region of 
Russia called Ukraine. 
They became known as 
“Russlaenders.”

The Russlaenders 
were industrious, success-
ful and prosperous farm-
ers and business owners, 
which eventually put them 
in a difficult position when 
the Communist regime was 
firmly in power in 1920. 
The government decided 
to take away ownership of 
their lands and businesses, 
elimimate their private 
communities and to con-

script all young men into 
the Russian armies.

Among the Mennonite 
community there was a 
great divide. Some leaders 
wanted to conform to the 
Communist regime while 
others decided to leave. 
By 1923, a large number 
of the Russlaenders left 
Ukraine and set out for a 
new life. The Canadian 
government accepted them 
as farmers, settling them 
in the Prairie provinces.

But the economics of 
the time and many years 
of drought on the Prairies, 
the Russlaender Menno-
nite community migrated 
to Ontario. Many found 
welcome in the three 
established Mennonite 
communities of Kitchener-
Waterloo, Vineland and 
Markham. However, they 
craved their own land and 
their own Russlaender 
culture.

Enter Peter Wall with 
his business acumen and 
his desire to help others 
succeed.

Jakob Peter Wall (1870-
1922 and father of Peter 
Wall) was a successful 
Mennonite businessman 
with an ethical sense of 
how all people should be 
treated. He amassed a 
fortune in Ukraine that 
included 10,000 acres of 
land, flour and paper mills, 
and a glass factory.

His ethical treatment of 
his workers helped him 
during the early days of 
the Russian Revolution. 
Under pressure from the 
local community  

Jakob Wall was success-
fully released the first time 
he was imprisoned by local 
Communist officials, but 
eventually the goodwill of 
the people could not save 
him. Jakob Peter Wall, at 
the age of 52, died of star-
vation in a Russian prison.

Jakob’s oldest son, Peter, 
was now responsible for 
his entire family. They had 
lost everything, were under 
constant threat of arrest 
and had to be on the move 
repeatedly for their own 
safety and for those who 
were harbouring them.

In 1924, the Wall family 
found themselves on their 
way to Canada with many 
other Russlaenders. They 
ended up in St. Anne’s, 
Man., where for three 
years they attempted to 
sustain the family on a 
farm. The conditions were 
appalling, with years of 
drought causing crop fail-
ure after crop failure that 
eventually beat the family 
down.

Wall’s mother, young-
est brother and one of his 
children died during this 
time. Not to be thwarted, 
the family packed up their 
belongings and returned 
to Ontario. They settled in 
Hamilton, where the three 
of the brothers found work 
as labourers on farms in 
Vineland.

Toward the end of the 
1920s, the economy was 
declining at an alarming 
rate and farm property val-
ues plummeted. Wall saw 
this as an opportunity and 
found a 38-acre fruit farm 

in Vineland, with three 
houses on it, for sale. He 
managed to make a deal to 
purchase the property with 
$1 as a down payment. The 
farm grew peaches, cher-
ries and grapes, all crops 
with a good cash value.

Other Russlaenders, who 
had also returned from 
the Prairies, approached 
Wall asking for his help 
in purchasing farms. Wall 
found a few other farms in 
Vineland that were under 
financial stress and was 
able to assist his fellow 
Russlaenders in their pur-
chases of land.

In 1933, Wall turned his 
business sense toward the 
village of Virgil where 
he managed to secure 110 
acres on Niven Road that 
had been a wheat farm. 
He divided the acreage 
into smaller parcels of 
10- to 15-acre lots and sold 
these to the Russlaender 
Mennonites.

They planted orchards 
of peaches that would give 
a good profit in five years. 
In the meantime, between 
the trees, crops of straw-
berries and tomatoes were 
planted to be sold as cash 
crops. Word of the success 
of the Russlaender Menno-
nites in Virgil spread and 
soon many who had stayed 
out west in the Prairies 
migrated to Virgil. The 
community was growing.

Unlike the Mennonite 
communities of Ukraine, 
Wall reached out to gen-
tiles (outsiders) as well. He 
understood that a healthy 
community is one that ac-

cepts and works together 
for the benefit of all.

Wall realized that 
seasonal crops could not 
sustain a community. In 
1939, he devised a busi-
ness plan whereby people 
in the community bought 
shares in a canning fac-
tory – the Niagara Can-
ning Company. The first 
crop to be canned was 
peaches but later during 
the Second World War, 
tomatoes were added to 
the production line. Within 
three years of operation, 
in 1942, the cannery was 
making a profit. Then, in 
October of 1948, the can-
nery suddenly closed.

Several theories were 
circulated as to why 
the cannery collapsed. 
Rumours abounded: Were 
contracts with the Brit-
ish government to supply 
food after the war sud-
denly cancelled to protect 
the British economy? Was 
there an overproduction of 
canned tomatoes and juice, 
through mismanagement, 
that could not be sold? Or 
did competitors join forces 
and drop the price of their 
canned tomatoes so low as 
to bankrupt the Niagara 
Canning Company? All of 
these were just specula-
tion; the true reason was 
never revealed.

The sad fact is that 
many people lost money, 
including Peter Wall. Talk 
scurried about the com-
munity claiming how 
Wall mismanaged their 
money, pointing out that 
he still had a big house 

and a fancy car. What they 
didn’t know was that Wall 
had mortgaged everything 
he owned to salvage the 
cannery, but still it failed.

In the end, the very 
people whom Wall helped 
to resettle in Virgil turned 
on him. He and his family 
were no longer welcome. 
Wall stopped going to the 
church he so proudly sup-
ported; he cut all social ties 
with the community and 
moved to St. Catharines. In 
his new community in St. 
Catharines, Wall estab-
lished a successful prop-
erty development business 
for his family.

The Mennonites did 
overcome the great 
and tragic loss of the Ni-
agara Canning Company 
and they did continue to 
prosper in farming as well 
as new business ventures 
in Virgil.

I would like to thank Bob 
Augustine, posthumously, 
for his book on the Menno-
nites of Virgil. A thank you 
to David Hemmings for 
completing the book after 
Bob Augustine’s death. 
Thanks as well to Ron 
Dale, whose knowledge of 
the community is a source 
of wonderment.

The book, Mennonites 
of Virgil “Gott hat uns 
gegeben, um diese Ruhe,” 
is available at the Niagara 
Historical Society and 
Museum..

More Niagara’s History 
Unveiled articles about the 
past of Niagara-on-the-
Lake are available at: 
www.niagaranow.com

Left: Niagara United Mennonite Church. Right: Bethany Mennonite Church. BRITTANY CARTER

The Mennonites’ long road to Virgil
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COMMUNITY
We invite you to submit photos and stories for consideration in this section. 
Send your submissions to editor@niagaranow.com for a chance to be featured.

RIDDLE ME THIS:

Page 23

I jump when I walk, 
I sit when I stand. 

What am I?

Last Week’s Riddle: I have cities, but no 
houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I have 
water, but no fish. What am I? 
Answer: A map
Answered first by: Katie Reimer
Also answered correctly by: David Steele, 
Margie Enns, Cheryl House, Britiney Turasz, 
Buddy Andres, Susan Pohorly 
Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com 
for a chance to win a prize.

Betty & Jane: Plunger Patrol

4/5 Gold Plungers

From the pillars at the entrance of this Georgian 
mansion to the double staircased front lobby, 
past the grand piano to the patio overlooking the 
vineyards, you will experience luxury and quality at 
Riverbend. We enjoyed our dinner, but still coveted 
the plates that passed our table. Then we ventured 
to the bathrooms, where grandeur meets modern 
convenience. This restored 1860s Georgian mansion 
has stately washrooms in classic rich, warm tones 
with fine antique furnishings. Riverbend’s intimate 
charm and luxurious settings extend to its facilities. 
The bathrooms boast wood-panelled floor-length 
stall doors which provide privacy and buffer the noise 
of traditional bathroom stalls. We are fans of fauna 
and both restrooms hosted healthy plants. Riverbend 
has exquisite four-diamond cuisine and now it also 
has a 4 in Gold Plunger award-winning bathroom 
experiences.

Inspecting NOTL’s bathrooms:

Riverbend Inn and Vineyard

June 13, 2019

Mary Nicol receives a Golden Plunger award for 
of Riverbend Inn and Vineyard. PLUNGER PATROL

From NOTL, the 
bustle of the city is 
just an illusion

Town councillors, members of the heritage trail commitee and members of the NOTL Horticultural Society pose at the 
entrance of the Upper Canada Heritage Trail on the corner of John and King streets. DARIYA BAIGUZHIYEVA

Dariya Baigizhiyeva
The Lake Report

The goal of restoring 
a historic trail in Niagara-
on-the-Lake is coming to 
fruition thanks to a gen-
erous donation from the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Horti-
cultural Society.

The society has donated 
$3,600 to the town’s heri-
tage trail committee, which 
is responsible for rehabili-
tating and raising awareness 
about the Upper Canada 
Heritage Trail.

“We like to give back to 
the community in any way 
we can,” said Suzanne Rate, 
the society’s treasurer.

Several town councillors 
and staff joined some mem-
bers of the town’s heritage 
trail committee at the 
trail’s entrance on John 
Street on Monday afternoon 

to thank the society for its 
donation.

The heritage trail commit-
tee, in collaboration with the 
town, has used the money 
to plant about 60 trees and 
shrubs at the trail’s three 
northern entrances: John 
Street, Paffard Street and 
Charlotte Street. The mu-
nicipality was responsible 
for the design and planting 
in all three gardens.

The town used na-
tive plant materials, which 
were more suitable for the 
trail, said Dave Voogt, 
a cemetery co-ordinator 
for the town. Some trees 
were also donated from the 
cemetery. With four crew 
members, it took a couple 
of days to do the plant-
ing, Voogt told The Lake 
Report.

The idea of preserving the 
trail started in 2017 with 

the Canada 150 commit-
tee. After the committee 
realized that the improve-
ments needed for the trail 
would take years, the legacy 
subcommitee was formed, 
which later became the 
heritage trail committee.

“To see something that 
we’ve been working on for 
so long coming to fruition 
is the first little step towards 
many improvements we 
have,” said Dick Coyne, one 
of the committee’s mem-
bers.

The 10-kilometre trail fol-
lows the historic Erie and 
Ontario Railroad along 
Concession 1. One of 
the first railroads in the 
province, it was in use until 
the 1950s. The trail also 
connects NOTL with St. 
Davids, going all the way up 
to York Road.

“This is an excellent start. 

We hope at some future date 
to be able to have the trail 
actually delineated, have 
a hard surface and make it 
more user-friendly,” said 
Rick Meloen, chair of the 
heritage trail committee.

When the committee 
finalizes the restoration 
plans and figures out how 
much the trail’s reconstruc-
tion will cost, it will start 
a major fundraising, said 
Meloen.

A number of resi-
dents who use the trail for 
hiking, biking or walk-
ing with their dogs said 
they supported the trail’s 
rehabilitation. Julie Clark, 
who lives along the trail on 
Paffard Street, said she has 
been using the trail for 30 
years and it was important 
to restore it partly because 
of its historic significance. 

Donations and hard work helping restore heritage trail
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Featured local story

The fixer: 
Jim Smith can 

repair just 
about anything

Tim Taylor
The Lake Report

At 75, Jim Smith has had 
lots of time to fix many of 
the town’s historic icons.

When the town clock 
stopped working properly, 
Smith fixed it.

When the Court House 
bell kept interrupting the 
Shaw plays, Smith fixed it.

When the St. Mark’s 
bells needed repair, Smith 
fixed them.

He officially retired from 
his position as maintenance 
mechanic at the town hospi-
tal in 1994, at the age of 50. 
But that just gave him more 
time to fix things.

“Best job I could have ever 
had in my life,” says Smith. 
“I fixed things. I know 
electrical, I know plumbing, 
I know carpentry. So fixing 
things is my cup of tea.”

Smith came by his 
handiness naturally and 
by kneeling at his father’s 
side, as the elder Smith, a 
local carpenter, plied his 
trade. “Officially, dad was 
a carpenter. Unofficially, he 
worked for everyone who 
needed something fixed.”

He acknowledges that 
school was never his thing. 
“I was 17 in Grade 8, so 
they moved me up to the 
high school,” he says. “That 
didn’t last long.”

But it was long enough 
for Smith to meet Heidi, 
his wife of 53 years. “We 
have three wonderful kids, 
scattered around the region, 
four grandchildren and our 
first great-grandchild is ex-
pected later this summer.”

Smith’s Niagara roots are 
just about as deep as you 

can find today. He can trace 
his local connection back to 
the 1850s, to his great-great-
grandfather, who is buried 
in the cemetry at St. Mark’s. 
“I just buried my mother 
there. She lived to be 101.”

After he left high school, 
Smith bounced around in a 
couple of short-term posi-
tions, but they didn’t use his 
natural skills. “They weren’t 
career things.”

Then he heard about the 
hospital job. It became his 
career.

When he retired, he im-
mediately took up a part-time 
job, as caretaker of the Niaga-
ra Apothecary, at the corner 
of Queen and King streets.

Built in 1820, as a phar-
macy, the Apothecary is 
now owned by the Ontario 
Heritage Trust and operated 
as a museum by the Ontario 
College of Pharmacists.

But that job certainly 
doesn’t keep him busy.

In the mid-nineties, Smith 
noticed that the Memo-
rial Clock Tower on Queen 
Street didn’t keep time. He 
petitioned the town to make 
him the official voluntary 
clock keeper. They agreed.

“The clock was cuckoo. 
I had no idea what the 
mechanism would look 
like,” he says. “I changed 
the system to a completely 
modern system. It keeps 
perfect time.”

After more than 20 years 
as clock keeper, Smith re-
cently advertised and found 
a successor. “It was just too 
hard to climb up there.”

It’s the same sort of tale 
for the historic bell in 
the Court House belfry. 
Installed in 1835, the bell 

chime wreaked havoc on 
the Shaw Festival plays 
during performances in the 
Court House theatre. Leave 
it to Smith to cobble to-
gether a system that would 
pause the bells when the 
actors were on stage.

And long before the major 
refurbishment and addi-
tion of nine bells to the St. 
Mark’s Church chimes, 
Smith puttered away keep-
ing the smaller system alive. 
He’d grown up admiring the 
church bells as much for the 
intricate playing mechanism 
as the beautiful sound.

“I used anything I could 
to make them work,” he 
remembers. “I didn’t read 
music, so I took the music 
home and worked out how 
to play it.

“And when they installed 
the automatic system in 
2006, we programmed the 
computer to play automati-
cally. It’s really wonderful.”

Smith has vivid recollec-
tions of his early life in town 
during the 1940s and ‘50s. 
“We spent all our summer 
days at the beach. Most 
us called it Lion’s Beach, 
because the Lion’s Club ran 
the refreshment stand. But it 
really was the Queen’s Royal 
Beach — just down from 
today’s gazebo.”

Smith couldn’t swim so 
he couldn’t get out to the 

big swimming raft off the 
beach. “But when the Cayu-
ga (the last of the passenger 
steamers to sail between To-
ronto and Niagara) went up 
or down stream there were 
huge waves. We used to love 
to dive into those.’

Every May, on the first trip 
of the year, the captain of the 
Cayuga would take the kids 
on a joy ride up to Queen-
ston and back. “We got a 
free trip up to Queenston. 
We had the run of the ship.”

Many years later, with lots 
of time on his hands, Smith 
took six winter months 
to build a five-foot exact 
replica of the Cayuga, from 
memory and what pictures 
he could find.

In keeping with his 
community-mindedness, 
Smith donated the model 
to the Niagara Historical 
Society and Museum, where 
it remains on display today.

In 2005, Smith received 
an Award for Historical 
Contribution, as part of a 
“Saluting Niagara on the 
Lake Volunteers” initiative.

The award not only 
acknowledged Smith’s 
volunteer efforts to main-
tain many of the town’s 
treasures, it recognized the 
hundreds of photo columns 
he had contributed to the 
local newspaper. In all, 
Smith submitted almost 150 

stories and pictures about 
the people, places, buildings 
and history of the town.

Smith still contributes his 
weekly Exploring Photos 
feature to The Lake Report 
(see page 17).

He took to photography at 
a very early age. “My dad 
got a big bellows camera 
to shoot the Scout Jambo-
ree of 1955. I watched him 
develop his own pictures.

“When I was 13 my moth-
er gave me a little brownie 
camera. I still have it. I love 
taking pictures.”

He estimates he now has 
over 500,000 prints, origi-
nals and duplicates, both his 
own and thousands given 
to him by others. He has all 
the hard copies, but the pic-
tures are also filed digitally, 
taking up almost 2 terabytes 
of computer storage.

He admits to wandering 
through the well-organized 
computer files, almost daily. 
“I just love looking at them. 
The memories when we 
were kids. Flying kites at 
Fort Mississauga.

“My mother used to say 
I had a terrible memory. 
But I can remember all my 
pictures.”

One mental picture stands 
out. In the 1950s, the second 
green at Niagara’s historic 
lakeside golf course, was 
inside the ramparts of Fort 

Mississauga— a blind shot 
from the fairway.

So, Smith and his band 
of friends, waited patiently 
in a small hidden tunnel 
inside the fort for a golf ball 
to come over the embank-
ment and land on the green. 
They quickly rushed out 
before the golfer appeared, 
dropped the ball into the 
cup and retreated to cover. 
One very happy golfer, with 
an eagle!

But if Smith is content 
about the town’s past, he 
seems somehow disappoint-
ed with where it is now.

“I’m afraid we are a non-
town,” he muses. “Queen 
Street used to be part of the 
community not just a fa-
çade. It was a people’s town. 
You knew everyone, all the 
families.

“As a kid, you didn’t do 
anything wrong because 
you knew someone would 
tell your mother.”

Can the town be fixed? 
“That’s a tough one. The 
town has already flipped. 
There’s little of that era left.”

But Smith quickly throws 
off his chagrin, return-
ing happily to his vibrant 
memories.

With any luck, Jim Smith, 
armed with both the past 
and his innate skills, will 
find a way to fix his town, 
too.

Left: Jim Smith, today, in his cozy backyard workshop, readying himself for his next project. TIM TAYLOR Right: Jim Smith 
and his elder brother, Terry, at Lion’s Beach in the late 1940s. SUPPLIED


