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Darren Werner has been missing since Sept. 16 FACEBOOK

Disappearance

of Darren Werner
shrouded in mystery,
says investigator

Evan Saunders

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Det.-Sgt. Richard Gauth-
ier says he has no idea what
happened to Darren Werner.

“It’s so bizarre, people
don’t just disappear without
a trace like this,” Gauth-
ier said in an interview
Wednesday.

Werner was last seen on
Sept. 16.

Gauthier has been put in
charge of Werner’s case
and he says it has con-
sumed his life.

“I’m losing sleep over this
now because it doesn’t make
any sense,” he said.

“It does not make sense,
it does not make sense,’ the
detective repeated.

As of now, Niagara Re-
gional Police do not suspect
foul play was involved in
Werner’s disappearance.

“I’d love to be able to say,
‘We suspect foul play. Stay
tuned,” but I can’t,” he said.

The void of information
police have on the situation
is unusual.

“In my 25 years of experi-
ence I can honestly say this
is a first.”

Gauthier said police agen-
cies are on alert across the
province for signs of Wer-
ner. The detective stressed
that Werner is in no legal
trouble.

“If someone knows where
he is or if he, for that mat-
ter, reads this or sees this

Continued on Page 4

Santa cycles for palliative care

NOTLs Tim Taylor virtually rides 1,000 kilometres to Quebec City
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Tim Taylor cycles down Niven Road on Monday, shortly after completing his 1,000-kilometre virtual ride. RICHARD HARLEY

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

How long does it take to
cycle to Quebec City? That
depends who you ask.

For Tim Taylor, who
just virtually pedalled the
1,000-kilometre journey, it
was about 20 days.

Taylor biked every day,
about 50 kilometres daily,
as part of the Healing Cycle
ride to raise funds for pal-

liative care services in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. He
finished his figurative trip to
Quebec City on Monday.

For those who aren’t good
with calculating distances,
that’s like travelling to Fort
Erie from Niagara-on-the-
Lake every day.

Taylor, who has been
participating in the fund-
raiser for nine years, said
it was actually nice to be
able to do something a little

different. While normally
the ride is a one-day event,
it was opened up for people
to ride all through the
month of September at
their own pace.

“Frankly, I was getting a
little bored with just simply
going out and riding around
in the same circles that I
do all the time so I decided
to set myself a goal, and I
looked around and I decided
that I would virtually ride

to Quebec City,” Taylor
says from his home, still
dressed in his red biking
outfit and shirt that says
“Santa for Palliative Care.”

He mapped out the dis-
tance using bike trails on
Google.

“It’s mostly off-road, not
that I’ve ever seen any of
it,” he jokes. “But it’s a little
farther than it would be if

Continued on Page 5

Former hydro executive won’t serve jail time for $425,000 fraud

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

A former vice-president
of Niagara-on-the-Lake
Hydro, who stole more than
$425,000 from the utility
and then repaid it all, will
not spend any time in jail.

Kazi Marouf, who was
vice-president of operations,
was given a conditional
sentence of two years less a
day when he appeared via
Zoom in a St. Catharines
courtroom on Monday.

Under an agreement

reached between the Crown
and defence, Judge Debo-
rah Calderwood ordered
Marouf to spend one month
under strict house arrest
and then for the following
11 months must abide by a
daily curfew.

Over the next two years, if
he violates any of the other
sentencing conditions im-
posed, Calderwood warned
that he can be brought back
to court and sent to jail.

“I feel very, very bad
for this action. It was a
momentary lapse of good

judgment,” Marouf told the
court.

“It is not in my character.
I'm sorry to all the people 1
hurt, especially my wife and
family, and obviously the
community at large.”

The 66-year-old father
of three said he is “getting
help” and just wants to “live
in peace with my wife.”

The Fort Erie resident
pleaded guilty in September
to fraud over $5,000 and
assistant Crown attorney
Henry Limheng told the
judge Marouf’s remorse, his

repayment and plea were
factors in recommending he
not spend time in jail.
Defence lawyer Richard
Corbett noted his client had
no prior criminal record,
had previously been ac-
tive with local non-profit
organizations, including
the United Way, and was
otherwise an “upstanding”
member of the community.
The judge noted that be-
tween March 2019 and July
2020 Marouf committed

Continued on Page 5

NOTL Hydro CEO Tim Curtis, left, and former vice-
president Kazi Marouf. FILE PHOTO
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An illustration of a tentatively approved gateway design for Queen and Mississagua streets. The project has been the subject of much criticism from residents. SEFARIAN DESIGN GROUP
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NOTL councillors pick new gateway design

Evan Saunders

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A new gateway design has
been chosen for the en-
tranceway to Old Town that
does not feature a controver-
sial obelisk and aims to be
of a design more reminiscent
with Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
heritage buildings.

The obelisk design, its size
and the modern look of the
wall received overwhelm-
ingly negative reactions on
social media, letters to The
Lake Report and an online
survey done by the town.

With the removal of the
obelisk, the project is now
moving forward and donor
Gerry Kowalchuk couldn’t
be happier.

“I couldn’t feel better, it’s
as simple as that. I'm elated,”
Kowalchuk said in an inter-
view Tuesday.

Kowalchuk initiated the
project with a $250,000
donation through the Gerald
Kowalchuk Family Fund.

The new design was pre-
sented by Sefarian Design
Group during a council
meeting on Monday. There

were three options: Option
one had the obelisk, option
two did not and option three
was to scrap the project
entirely.

Council unanimously
voted for option two, getting
rid of the much maligned
structure once and for all.
About 75 per cent of survey
respondents did not like
the design of the obelisk.
The option was passed in
principle.

“Proposal number two, it’s
a concept and I'm expecting
the consultants with staff
to flesh out that concept,”
Coun. Allan Bisback said.

“If something comes out
that’s astronomical, i.e. a
huge increase in operating
costs or a huge increase in
costs associated with the
plaza that the wonderful
donor is saying he can’t
do, then they would come
back to council.”

Representatives from
Sefarian produced a new de-
sign based on the comments
collected on the town’s Join
The Conversation page.

“We took the survey
results to heart and we really
tried to create a redesign

that reflected the heritage of
the area better than the first
design,” Brad Smith, a senior
landscape architect with
Sefarian told council.

Kowalchuk said it was
important the team took the
public’s comments seriously.

“I don’t want to be labelled
with this as just greedily get-
ting what I want,” Kowal-
chuk said. “I respect the fact
that people did participate.”

The new design focuses
on a stone wall built using
historic-looking building
products such as dry stone or
brick to evoke the history of
buildings such as Fort Mis-
sissauga, said Haig Sefar-
ian, principal architect for
Sefarian.

Smith said the rock would
be Queenston limestone or
whirlpool sandstone, which
are both indigenous to
NOTL.

The designers said they
tried to bring the design
within the dimensions of the
existing gateway.

The current signage
reaches a height of 2.1 me-
tres and the landscaped area
stretches 25.3 metres along
Queen Street.

The chosen design will
be 24 metres along Queen
and reach a maximum
height of roughly 3.2
metres where the town’s
emblem will be installed.
Most of the wall is 2.1
metres high, according to
the conceptual drawings
presented by Sefarian.

An arched doorway along
the left side of the wall could
be slightly taller, Smith said.
He repeatedly stressed the
design is conceptual and
can be adjusted now that
the project is guaranteed to
continue.

The design also features
extensive planting along the
wall and proposes rede-
signed corners on the south
side of Queen Street at Mis-
sissagua Street.

“We’ve proposed an en-
larged plaza/gathering space
on the southeast corner. That
would allow some congrega-
tion to view the sign across
the road and take pictures,”
Smith said.

Fears about the added
price of the extensive plant-
ing required were slightly
allayed by Kowalchuk, who
said he was pleased to see

the slowed-down project
making gains.

“It was a wise choice,
number two. And the reason
I say that is any savings by
not putting the obelisk up
will automatically go to the
plaza on the other side of
the street,” Kowalchuk told
councillors.

Gracia Janes of the Ni-
agara Conservancy spoke
against the project even after
reviewing the new designs.

“Although (Sefarian) has
the nerve to show images of
Fort Mississauga there’s no
mention of the view being
blocked,” Janes told council-
lors.

Kowalchuk noted trees
near the present gateway
already block the view of the
fort.

Janes also felt the building
materials did not accurately
represent Old Town.

“Dry stone walls have
nothing to do with the build-
ings in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
Our heritage homes are
wood and brick. Dry stone
walls have to do with Queen-
ston,” she said.

Sefarian said the concept
is to use dry stone but the

company would be willing
to use whatever building
materials it is directed to as
discussions on the design
continue.

Janes pushed for council
to accept option three, which
would have stopped the
project entirely. She said the
wall is not beautiful and has
a “depressive and oppres-
sive” feel.

She also had issues with
how the project came about.

“This project was not
started by council, and it was
not started by the people in
council or strong opinion
from a heritage group or the
heritage advisory commit-
tee,” she said.

“It was started by one
person and this, in our view,
is not the way to do it.”

Kowalchuk said he had no
problems with the criticisms
regarding the project over
the past few months.

“I’'m not offended at all,”
he said. “I’'m not doing this
to turn people off. I want to
be happy about this.”

The approval of the design
puts to bed a months-long
debate over the gateway
project.

Niagara Region seeks feedback on massive consolidated transit plan

Evan Saunders

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

GO Transit and the Region
of Niagara want resident
feedback on the proposed
consolidation of transit
across the region.

Residents can access a
survey on movingtransit-

forward.ca. It is open until
Oct. 3.

The new transit system
would see hours of opera-
tion standardized across the
entire region and make travel
between municipalities more
seamless, director of GO
implementation services
Matt Robinson told Niagara-
on-the-Lake council in July.

The plan was originally
resisted by NOTL council-
lors because an assessment-
based model of payment was
proposed. This would result
in NOTL paying more than
its fair share as it does for
police services.

But in July, Robinson
presented an updated plan
to council which said the

town would pay based on
hours of service and usage
within the municipality. He
estimated the town would be
paying $2.7 million per year
by 2025.

The town currently pays
about $1.8 million for its
transit, according to GO’s
presentation to council in
July.

A triple-majority vote to
move forward with the plan
will be coming at some point
during the fall.

In order for the plan to
pass, the region will have to
vote in favour and a major-
ity of the municipalities that
also contain a majority of the
region’s population must sup-
port it as well, according to a

news release from the region.
If the vote passes, a 15-per-
son commission will be
formed with representatives
from all the municipalities. A
20-member advisory board
made up of Niagara resi-
dents, post-secondary institu-
tions, business groups and
others will also be created to
guide the project through.

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS + RENOVATORS

905 262 0895 BrockBuilders.ca

Niagara-on-the-Lake
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Truth and Reconciliation Day must be
about education, says Métis actress

Evan Saunders

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

National Truth and
Reconciliation Day should
be focused on education
about residential schools,
says Shaw Festival ac-
tor Julie Lumsden, a Métis
who hails from Manitoba.

The day — today, Thurs-
day, Sept. 30 — is reserved
for remembering the
victims of the residential
school system in Canada.
It falls on the same day as
Orange Shirt Day, which
also honours the victims of
residential schools.

Lumsden said the impor-
tance of National Truth and
Reconciliation Day lies in
educating younger genera-
tions since the future is in
their hands.

“Children in schools and
young people are the future
to healing. They are already
so informed and knowl-
edgeable about the truth
of this country and where
we’ve been,” she said.

“To think about tomor-
row we have to know what
we can do today and (Na-
tional Truth and Reconcili-
ation Day) is something we
can do today that will make
a better tomorrow.”

While the day is a statu-
tory holiday for federal
employees, the province of
Ontario is not making it a
formal holiday.

Lumsden says the coun-
try has been on a learning
journey through COVID-19
and the discovery of chil-
dren’s graves on residential
school properties.

“It’s at a point now
where people can’t ignore
Or excuse away or remain
ignorant about the truths

received the outstanding achievement in performing arts
award at the Celebration of Nations. SUPPLIED

of this country,” Lumsden
said.

“To heal we have to
acknowledge and this is a
small step within that.”

Lumsden has starred
in numerous productions
across the province and
is one of the Shaw’s most
recognizable female leads.

And now she can add
award winner to the list.

Lumsden was presented
with the outstanding
achievement in performing
arts award at the Niagara
region’s Celebration of Na-
tions event in St. Catha-
rines earlier in the month.

“It’s a huge honour,”
Lumsden said in an inter-
view.

“To be able to come into
a new community, to be
able to come into a place
like Niagara, like the Shaw
Festival and be welcomed
is one thing, and then to
also be acknowledged is
hugely, hugely humbling.”

Lumsden was born and
raised in Winnipeg. She
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg’s Desautel
Faculty of Music. She stud-
ied classical music and got
a degree in classical voice,
meaning Lumsden has the
vocal chops to back up her
acting abilities.

She worked several
shows in Winnipeg and
Thunder Bay before getting
a chance to audition at the
Shaw Festival. Six months
later, Lumsden received a
call asking her to be a part
of the festival’s 2019 lineup
and she has called the festi-
val home ever since.

And Lumsden stays
close to her work, living
in Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
Old Town, and she said she
couldn’t ask for a better
community to call home.

“I'm being welcomed
into this community with
such open arms, which is
how I have felt since the
minute I got off the plane
at Pearson and took my car
to Niagara-on-the-Lake,”
she said.

“I feel an immense
amount of gratitude to the
nominating committee
and to Tim Johnson and
everyone at Celebration of
Nations. I just feel so grate-
ful and really humbled and
honoured.”

The Celebration of Na-
tions is an annual gathering
of Indigenous arts, culture
and tradition that seeks to
highlight members of the
Indigenous community in
Niagara’s achievements
in their professional and

cultural spheres.

Lumsden is a member of
the Manitoba Métis Federa-
tion and has German and
Scottish ancestry.

The federation recently
succeeded in a years long
initiative of becoming the
legally recognized demo-
cratically elected govern-
ment of Métis in Manitoba.

As a Métis, Lumsden can
authentically represent-
ing Métis and Indigenous
stories through her acting,
she said.

“I’ve had the immense
honour of portraying Indig-
enous characters and specifi-
cally Métis characters. It’s a
huge responsibility to be able
to not only tell stories but to
tell stories that are commu-
nity-minded and based in
your culture.” she said.

This becomes an op-
portunity for Lumsden to
share Métis and Indigenous
stories and to learn more
about her identity.

“For me, that’s part of my
learning journey of who I
am and what it means to
be a Métis woman, what
it means to carry different
nationalities within myself
and different cultures
within myself.”

The crossing of cultures
is at the heart of Métis
identity.

“That’s kind of the crux
of being a Red River Métis.
The amalgamation of First
Nations and Scottish or
First Nations and French or
First Nations and English,”
Lumsden said.

“The real centre of our
culture is the amalgamation
of two great cultures and
respect within that for the
strengths of either side.”

More stories on recon-
ciliation on Pages 8 and 12.
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Unvaccinated should not be invited to Thanksgiving: Hirji

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Niagara’s chief medi-
cal officer of health says
people, including family
members, who aren’t vac-
cinated against COVID-19
shouldn’t be invited to
Thanksgiving gatherings
this year, to help reduce the
risk of spreading the poten-
tially deadly virus.

“My advice would be not to
have unvaccinated people in-
vited to those family events,”
Dr. Mustafa Hirji said on
Monday, during a public
health news conference.

In response to a reporter’s
question, he said he’s wor-
ried that Thanksgiving
could lead to a lot of spread
of infection “and we may
see a spike of infections
coming out of that.”

“That could mean vac-
cinated people who are
around an infected, unvacci-
nated person will be at risk
of becoming one of those
breakthrough infections that
could lead to children hav-
ing their school disrupted,
people not being able to
work or causing workplace
outbreaks,” he said.

Aside from children
under 12 who aren’t yet

eligible for a vaccine, the
message was clear: Un-
vaccinated family mem-
bers simply shouldn’t be
invited.

“People who are choosing
not to be vaccinated prob-
ably shouldn’t be invited to
those Thanksgiving gather-
ings, to make sure you don’t
cause a risk for everybody
else who’s attending,”

Hirji said.
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COVID cases appear to be flattening,
vaccines coming for kids five to 11

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Niagara’s chief medical
officer has some good news
regarding COVID-19. So
far, in Ontario and Niagara,
cases seem to have flattened
out and even be dropping.

During a public health
news conference Monday,
Dr. Mustafa Hirji said that
means the worries of a
bad fourth wave have been
“paused temporarily.”

However, he does think
“there’s lots of risk as we go
through the rest of the fall.”

“As weather gets cooler,
people spend more time
indoors, they’re going to
socially interact more, that’s
going to start to push those
cases back up. We're going
to have some big celebra-
tion-type gatherings around
Thanksgiving, Halloween
— all of those are going to
put risks that we’re going to
see cases go up,” he said.

“But nonetheless I think
it’s very good news for us
right now that we are buy-
ing ourselves more time to
get people vaccinated.”

He suspects the reason
cases are lower is that

.,

)

Public health is preparing
for vaccines for children.
FILE PHOTO

people have cut back on
social activities, knowing
there was a risk of a large
fourth wave, in combination
with getting back into work
mode and having less time
to socialize.

Public health is also
preparing to roll out doses
of a reformulated pediatric
Pfizer vaccine to kids aged
five to 11 as soon as it’s
approved. Hirji said there
are about 32,500 children

in that age range in Niagara.

He said the agency is
working on a campaign to
encourage parents to have

their children vaccinated,
noting elementary schools
“are being very much af-
fected” by COVID.

One challenge with the
rollout is actually getting
the vaccine, since it won’t
be the same one as is cur-
rently stored in freezers.

“Once it’s approved,
we’re going to we need to
get ahold of that vaccine.
I’'m hoping it’s going to be
readily available, but it’s
quite possible that we won’t
be able to get ahold of very
much initially,” he said.

While the risk of severe
illness in children is much
less than an adult, he said
it’s absolutely not a risk
parents should be taking.

“Definitely we see that
amongst children the chance
to severe illness are much
less. That being said we do
definitely have a handful of
children who have been hos-
pitalized with COVID-19,”
he said.

“The other part is that if
(children) are infected, it’s
a very high risk of spread
within the household, so
anybody else in a home who
is unvaccinated is going to
be particularly at risk.”

Lead detective in Darren Werner case
says there’s no evidence of foul play

Continued from Front Page

on TV, I have to make it
very clear that he is not in
trouble,” Gauthier said.

“He’s not going to get
arrested. We just want to put
his family at ease and put
the community at ease.”

Gauthier said the police
have no tangible leads.

“Why would someone
disappear like that? I mean,
there’s a plethora of reasons
— who knows? We don’t
know.”

Gauthier said it could
be that Werner went
somewhere and suffered a
medical emergency, leaving
him incapable of contacting
anyone.

More mystery abounds
when considering the un-
known vehicle Werner was
reportedly seen getting into.

“We don’t know who was
driving, we don’t know what
kind of car it was, we don’t
know what colour it was and
we don’t even know if this
car exists,” he said.

“We’re in the process of
combing through CCTV
cameras in the area to see if
we can find this car, which
is a needle in a haystack.”

Det- Sgt Richard Gauthler
SUPPLIED

Werner’s family has told
police he left with only his
cellphone and his wallet,
Gauthier said.

He was hesitant to com-
ment on whether Werner
was in debt due to the mas-
sive fire that consumed his
property on Townline Road
earlier this year.

“I can say that the fire mar-
shal attended and it was not
deemed suspicious,” he said.

“I think it’s unfair for the
police to comment on insur-
ance or debt or anything of
that nature.”

Gauthier said a canvass-
ing of Werner’s social life
only revealed positive com-
ments about his behaviour.

“He is liked by everyone.
He lights up a room, he’s
a jovial character. There’s
nothing to suggest he was in
a bad state of mind,” he said.

“There’s no reason why
this guy would disappear
right now.”

Gauthier said if some-
thing happened to Werner,
it could be very hard to
identify him if a lot of time
elapses.

“It happens all the time
here in Niagara Falls. Hav-
ing been a detective here for
five years, I could blow your
mind if I showed you how
many unidentified human re-
mains we have of people that
have either fallen into the
gorge or end up in the water
and wash up on shore.”

“It takes years to identify
these people.”

Having said that, Gauthier
stressed that there’s no rea-
son to suspect Werner is in
any way injured or dead.

“This is just a man
who’s vanished and two
kids who are missing their
dad and I don’t have an-
swers for them.”

Gauthier has released a
video calling on people who
may know Werner’s where-
abouts to reach out to the
police. Anonymous tips can
be made to Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-8477.

People with informa-
tion can also call Niagara
Police at 905-688-4111, ext.
1009315.
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Woman seriously injured in ATV crash
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A 28 year-old woman is recovering in hospital after crashlng her aII -terrain vehlcle on Sunday evening near Carlton Street
and Seaway Haulage Road in Niagara-on-the-Lake, police say. The woman, from the Hamilton area, was first thought to

have life-threatening injuries, Niagara Regional Police said. However, doctors later said her injuries were serious but her
life was not in danger, police said. NOTL firefighters secured a landing site for an Ornge air ambulance to land and
transport the woman to hospital. No charges have been laid, police said. NOTL FIRE DEPARTMENT PHOTO

Conditional sentence for ex-hydro executive

Continued from Front Page

a “serious breach of trust”
when he stole the money
from his employer.

Marouf was hired by the
utility in 2017 and made
“a number of important con-
tributions to NOTL Hydro
during his time here,” CEO
Tim Curtis said in a victim
impact statement submitted
to the court.

Investigators said the

scam involved a phony
invoice scheme. It was dis-
covered by another NOTL
Hydro employee, who
brought it to the attention of
senior management.

The utility conducted
an internal investigation
and subsequently hired a
Toronto forensic accounting
firm to look into the case.

Hydro officials have
emphasized that the fraud
had no effect on the utility’s

financial status or custom-
ers’ bills.

In his court statement,
Curtis called for a condi-
tional sentence for Marouf,
with house arrest as “he is
not a threat to society.”

Curtis described the
“shock and betrayal” that
he, the staff and board of
directors felt when the fraud
was discovered.

“The betrayal of trust of
one’s work associates was,

for most, the bigger sin,” he
wrote.

“The fact that Kazi was
able to repay the fraudulently
obtained amounts, while a
great relief and positive first
step in making amends, cre-
ates questions as to why this
crime was committed in the
first place,” Curtis said.

The utility is applying to
have Marouf’s professional
engineering designation
revoked, he added.

Virtual ride to Quebec supports end of life services

Continued from Front Page

you were driving a car.”

“For all intents and pur-
poses, I arrived at the Plains
of Abraham this afternoon,
or this morning I guess
about 10 o’clock.”

Taylor, 72, said it wasn’t
the 50 kilometres that was
the hard but, doing it every
day. “Particularly for an old
codger like me. The recov-
ery doesn’t happen quite so
quickly.”

For Taylor, palliative care
is a service that is close to
his heart, both personally
and semi-professionally.
His mother Mary Taylor
died in 2011 and relied on
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Community Palliative Care
Service.

“The doctor helped not

only my mother through
that period, but helped the
rest of us through that pe-
riod, which is important.”

His sister Terry Mactag-
gart was also the head of the
service 10 years ago when
he started participating in
the ride.

“She said, ‘Hey, try to
get a little bit of a peloton
of people around,” and I
got involved and every
year sort of got a little
more involved, a little more
involved. But then, when
my mother passed away at
Upper Canada Lodge, we
had a lot of palliative care,
and I saw how important it
is for people in end-of-life
circumstances to get a good
quality of life, not just not
just sort of go away.”

This year the NOTL team

— the Pedal Pushers — will
raise about $20,000 for the

NOTL organization, he said.

Taylor raised about $6,500
of that total.

“It feels good. Aside from
anything else, we can actu-
ally make a difference,” he
says.

Taylor, who is already a
fan of cycling, says, “Who
could ask for more?”

“It was fun. September
was largely a good weather
month — a few terrible
headwinds and a little bit
of rain — but it was a good
month to ride. It wasn’t as
hot as August was.”

Taylor dresses in full red
when he rides for the Pedal
Pushers, an occasion he
said happens twice a year
— once for the ride, and
again in the winter, when he

dons his Santa outfit to once
again raise funds for NOTL
palliative care.

“Many years ago I started,
because of my natural
attributes,” says the white-
bearded gent. “I started
being asked to act as Santa
Claus, and I used to do it for
office parties and things like
that in Toronto.”

When he moved to
NOTL, he realized he
wanted to keep the jolly red
character alive and began
doing it to support palliative
care services. This will be
his seventh year as Santa.

“I can’t think of a better
organization to do it for,”
he says.

You can read Taylor’s blog
about his journey at https://
santaforpalliative.care/
home/

OPEN DAILY
10AM-6PM

NIAGARA INSPIRED
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NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ON

WWW.SPIRITINNIAGARA.COM

e
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3-COURSE TURKEY DINNER $30

BUTTERNUT SQUASH SOUP $9
TRADITIONAL TURKEY DINNER $20

Oven Roasted Turkey, Savoury Bread
Stuffing, Irish Champ Potatoes, Asparagus,
Cranberry Sauce & Warm Turkey Gravy.

APPLE CRUMBLE $8.5
PRE-ORDERS AVAILABLE UNTIL OCTOBER 8

THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM - (905) 468-4443
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Short-term rentals: Part 3

Realistic solutions to an undeniable fiasco

This is the third in a series
of editorials about the issue
of short-term rentals in

our community, how they
hollow out neighbourhoods,
and how town council has
continued to give in to
pressure from the industry.
Today, we offer potential
solutions to the problem.

Richard Harley
Editor-In-Chief

While there is a long
list of problems created
by short-term rentals in
our community, there are
also some benefits. These
businesses do create a small
opportunity for jobs for the
people who manage them.
Presumably, these are regis-

tered, tax-paying businesses.

Another positive is that
large families or large
groups of visitors may find
a rental more convenient
than a hotel. Some of these
people will spend money at
tourist-centric businesses
like restaurants, tours and
shops in Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

And as with anything,
we must weigh the ben-
efits against the negatives.
But a small number of
jobs and a slight boon to
specifically the tourism
economy doesn’t outweigh
the need for our homes to
be filled with residents.

On the other side of
the coin, as evidenced
around the world, short-
term rentals can drive out
businesses meant to service
residents, because there are
fewer residents to patron-
ize those businesses. That
same lack of residents leads
to forced school closures
and hollowed-out communi-
ties in the long term.

We’ve already argued that
these rental properties
should be illegal, since they

X

NOTL is becoming overwhelmed by short-term rentals.
FILE PHOTO/CARY FRANK ILLUSTRATION

do not obey long-estab-
lished zoning bylaws, they
evade commercial taxes,
create unfair competition
in the housing market and
they now will be largely
exempt from Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s new municipal
accommodation tax — which
other accommodation busi-
nesses, such as hotels, will
be collecting from patrons.

So what does council
do about these rentals,
to ensure our homes are
available for people to live
in and aren’t all consumed
by rentals seeking to make
a profit? And what does
council do to guarantee
these businesses are paying
their fair share?

Well, there are a couple of
realistic options.

Unfortunately, it doesn’t
seem likely that council —
because it already set a dan-
gerous precedent — will be
able to wave a magic wand
and make these rental prob-
lems disappear.

Massive companies like
Airbnb have been known
to sue municipalities for
challenging them. And in
the end, while it’s a battle
worth fighting and it should
be fought, we can’t predict
a majority of our town
councillors having the cour-
age to fight that war — not
when they’ve already spent

o

millions of dollars battling
developers.

But there are solutions
that can be implemented
immediately and will stand
up in court.

One, which town council
retreated on because of
the influence from a vocal
minority of industry stake-
holders, is to only allow
home rental accommoda-
tions to be offered from a
primary residence — in
other words, just a regular
bed and breakfast — the
way the town operated for
decades before home-shar-
ing apps became popular
and later evolved into com-
panies like Airbnb.

In this situation, the own-
er would live in the house
the majority of the year and
be a contributing member

of our town and community.

They would also be on site
to manage guests.

We think that’s an obvi-
ous solution. It’s not clever
or new. It’s just the obvious
right thing to do and would
allow residences to still fall
within the category of a
residentially zoned home.
The B&Bs wouldn’t have to
pay commercial property
tax. However, they should
still have to collect and
remit the municipal accom-
modation tax.

Another option is to

limit short-term rentals to

a specific, small number of
homes, and have a bid for
licences. But what number
do we select? How many of
our residential homes do we
allow to operate as commer-
cial businesses? Is it five per
cent? Ten? Twenty-five?

We suggest that even one
per cent of homes being
bought and used for purely
commercial gain is too
many, so this option isn’t re-
ally ideal. But if it was to be
council’s choice, it should
be absolutely no higher than
five per cent, or one in 20
homes.

Another option is to tem-
porarily rezone short-term
rentals to commercial status
for the time of operation to
ensure the owners are pay-
ing their share in commer-
cial taxes, the same way our
hotels and other businesses
must. As we’ve been saying
all along — any short-term
rental that doesn’t func-
tion as a primary home to
a NOTL resident should be
treated as it is — a business.

This might need to be a
new zoning entirely — and
it should be expensive.
Remember, the goal here is
also to protect and preserve
our homes for real people to
live in.

Whatever options our
councillors choose, they
must act soon. We’ve spent
enough time on designs for
projects like the new NOTL
gateway, altering perfectly
functional stop signs or fig-
uring out routes for the Pedal
Pub. These issues are all
secondary to the fact that
NOTL is losing its homes to
an industry that doesn’t care
about the future of our town.

We can no longer afford
to let our residential homes
be plundered in the name of
profit.

editor@niagaranow.com

Agree? Disagree? Send your thoughts to editor@niagaranow.com.

We welcome
your letters

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. Please, write early and often. Letters ideally
should be under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may be published. All letters may be
edited for conciseness, accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name, street address
and a daytime telephone number so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general
addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com
or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.
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Bed and breakfast president’s perspective

on Niagara-on-the-Lake short-term rentals

John Foreman
Special to The Lake Report

Over the last few weeks,
The Lake Report has pub-
lished a number of articles
and editorials that present
a very negative view of
short-term rentals, including
calling them a “blight on
our town.”

As president of the
Niagara on the Lake Bed
& Breakfast Association I
would like to dispel some of
the misinformation and pro-
vide a more objective view
on short-term rentals and
their place in Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

In this piece, the first
of three installments, I
would like to provide
some background informa-
tion. NOTL’s bylaw defines
short-term rentals as includ-
ing B&Bs, cottage rentals,
villas and country inns.
Under the bylaw, B&Bs and
cottages have three bed-
rooms or fewer, villas and
country inns have four bed-
rooms Or more.

Short-term rentals have
been in Niagara for many
decades. I am told that
not too many years ago,
NOTL was considered
the B&B capital of North

America, with over 300
B&Bs. Now it is estimated
that there are perhaps 150.
As B&B numbers have
fallen, cottage rentals have
risen (especially as the
popularity of Airbnb has
grown), but cottage rentals
have been part of NOTL
for over a century. Whereas
most B&Bs are licensed by
the town, the percentage of
cottage rentals that are li-
censed is lower, making this
segment more vulnerable to
being a source of problems.
B&B owners are often
people like myself, who
have purchased theirs as
a semi-retirement activity,
with the intent to retire in
NOTL. Most cottage rentals
are owned by individuals
who want to vacation here
for part of the year and rent
their property out at other
times to help defray the cost
of owning the property.
Most of these folks plan
to retire to NOTL in time.
I have combed through
the town’s list of licensed
short-term rental properties
and there are very few cases
where properties are owned
by a company and only a
handful where an individual
or company owns more than
one property.

My conclusion is the per-
ception that cottage rentals
are dominated by faceless,
corporate investors is inac-
curate. For the most part,
cottage rental owners are
people who love NOTL and
want to be part of it, just
like you and I.

The people who stay at
short-term rentals, whether
B&Bs or cottages, are
not necessarily the same
people who stay at hotels.
On average, a stay at a hotel
involves a higher cost per
person per day than rentals,
largely because of the need
to eat out for every meal.

In addition to cost, B&Bs
are popular with people
who like the quaint, small-
scale setting and personal-
ized service. Cottage rentals
are popular with families or
groups of friends travelling
together for whom hotels
would be too expensive or
not suitable.

In either case, a stay at
a short-term rental leaves
visitors with more money to
spend on other parts of their
visit. Lower accommodation
costs allow visitors to stay
in NOTL longer and patron-
ize more area businesses,
often visiting places that
short-stay visitors don’t.

I believe that in the ab-
sence of short-term rentals,
most of these visitors would
not stay at hotels, or at least
not for as long, and NOTL
would lose a valuable seg-
ment of the tourist market.

My wife and I had stayed
at B&Bs in NOTL many
times before finally making
the leap to move here. For
us, the presence of short-
term rentals, both B&Bs
and cottages, is part of the
charm and character of the
town and a main contribu-
tor to why we moved here. I
suspect a great many other
visitors and residents agree.

However, I am not deny-
ing that there are concerns
associated with short-term
rentals. In my time as presi-
dent of the B&B Associa-
tion, I have become familiar
with issues I never dreamed
existed a few years ago.

However, there has been a
lot of misinformation float-
ing around about rentals.

Next: I will explore the
most common issues with
short-term rentals and look
at remedies that would serve
the interests of all stake-
holders.

John Foreman is
president of the NOTL
B&B Association.

Homeowner surrounded by rental

Dear editor:

I concur 100 per cent-
plus, with your analysis
of the “absent landlord
short-term rentals” (edito-
rial, Sept. 23, “Too much
industry influence.”)

Clearly, as I have previ-
ously suggested, our town
council is solidly in the
hip pocket of this industry
and is unlikely to listen

to your or the resident
taxpayers’ opinions of the
problems and suggested
solutions.

Since moving to NOTL
16 years ago, I am now
surrounded by rentals. Talk
about hollowing out a
community: I live it every
day and it’s getting worse.

Why for example can a
home go up for sale — in

most instances, bought

by out-of-town buyers, and
without any lawn sign post-
ing alerting neighbouring
residents that it will be a
rental property.

Surprise, you have an-
other rental and no means
to challenge the conver-
sion. This happens with
regularity.

A rental party next door

properties

is planning to operate a
nail salon in the basement.
What next?

Perhaps there will be a
major blowback at the next
council election. There are
too many self-interested
parties on council.

Keep up the excellent
reporting.

Samuel Young
NOTL

NOTL keeps Terry’s Marathon of Hope alive

Dear editor:

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
community has honoured
Terry Fox since 1991, rais-
ing $1,026,679 for cancer
research.

This year’s run was once
again “One Day Your Way”
and as of Sept. 22 online
donations had reached
$33,229.70. Still to be in-

cluded in the final total will
be the school runs, pledge
forms and other related
events.

Terry Fox was the first
fundraiser. He was one
man dealing with difficult
circumstances.

The most amazing thing
wasn’t that he ran a mara-
thon a day for 143 days or

that he inspired over $80
million to be raised for
cancer research. The most
amazing thing was that he
tried.

“It has to keep going with-
out me,” Terry said, inspir-
ing us to come together for
a greater good.

Now, 41 years later, Terry
Fox’s values still define

the best in us and what the
world needs today: hope,
perseverance and determi-
nation.

Thank you to the NOTL
community for keeping the
Marathon of Hope alive and
believing together we can
make a difference.

Joan King
Terry Fox Run organizer

THANKSGIVING
TAKEOUT PACKAGE

Brined and Roasted Ontario Turkey
(both white and dark meat)

Turkey Gravy | Whipped Mashed Potatoes
Stuffing | Buttered Autumn Vegetables
Cranberry Sauce | Roasted Butternut Squash Soup
Housemade Rosemary Bread
Pumpkin Tart with Maple Creme Anglaise

To order, please call or email:
905.934.9797 | orders@treadwellcuisine.com

Proud to
Support our
Local News

MPP Wayne Gates

Niagara Falls riding representing Niagara-on-the-Lake
LJ WayneGates.com B 905-357-0681

Did you know?

The Lake Report's printer sources 100 per
cent of its paper fibre from industry-leading
paper mills, which use quick-growth,
sustainable, renewable plots of land, rather
than clear-cutting forests.

The ink is also vegetable-based.

Classified

PERSONAL AD

Vibrant, young widow with no baggage, no drama, no
pets, all original parts, seeks youthful, refined gentleman,
63-73 in GTA to NOTL, preferably a widower who has
experienced loyal love and painful loss.

This warrior caregiver/advocate who faces life’s chal-
lenges with fortitude and dignity is ready to love again, and
SO are you.

In optimum health of body, mind and spirit, looking for
same in man of class and character. She is tall, fit and sen-
sual with great style and grace. Accomplished, articulate
and intelligent with a plethora of talents and a smile that
lights up a room. Active in arts and culture, music, dance,
fitness, travel, fine wine and quality food, cooking and
entertaining. She seeks equal doses of adventure and peace
with an exceptional, selective man of passion and integrity.

Reply to one.last.time2326@gmail.com or write to Box.
398, 17 Main Street, Waterdown, ON LOR 2HO Photo ap-
preciated. Confidentiality assured and expected.

Homes.

Ravnsad

RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS

www.RavensheadHomes.com

James Green -289-969-5991
KITCHENS - BATHROOMS - BASEMENTS
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Niki Walker
Jamie Knight
Special to The Lake Report

This year, today, Sept.
30, marks the first official
National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation in Canada,
a day that is intended to
honour the victims and
survivors of the residential
school system.

Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people will,
understandably, view and
experience this day dif-
ferently, as we approach it
from different perspectives
and lived experiences.

As non-Indigenous
Canadians, we wrote this
column to share background
information and advice with
others on how we plan to
honour this important day.
We encourage you to seek
out Indigenous perspectives
as well; there are many
Indigenous voices readily
available that address the
topic, via websites, news
columns, interviews, social
media and podcasts.

On this day, non-Indige-
nous Canadians are encour-
aged to learn about and

A ceremony at the Niagara Regional Native Centre. FILE

reflect on the horrific reali-
ties of the residential school
system, its human toll and
its racist underpinnings
— the Truth that was long
hushed by government and
religious leaders. This is a
necessary first step toward
meaningful Reconciliation,
the commitment to build
a relationship of mutual
respect, compassion and
improved understanding
between Canada and Indig-
enous people.

Although 2021 is the
first year that Sept. has
been proclaimed an official
federal holiday, this date has
been recognized as a day for
honouring residential school
survivors since 2013. Known
as Orange Shirt Day, it was
inspired by the experience of
Phyllis Webstad, and marks
the day when she arrived

at St. Joseph’s Residential
School in 1973.

Phyllis was six years
old and proudly wearing
the new orange shirt her
grandma had bought for
the occasion. Adults at the
school stripped her and took
away her shirt, which she
never saw again. The expe-
rience left Phyllis trauma-
tized and feeling worthless,
and when she shared her
story years later, her orange
shirt became a symbol of
the harm done to children at
residential schools.

Thousands of survivors
shared stories like Phyllis’s
as part of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commis-
sion, which travelled across
Canada between 2008 and
2014 to hear first-hand ac-
counts and bear witness to
survivors’ trauma.

Grown men and women
recounted the neglect
and physical, sexual and
emotional abuse inflicted on
them as children, and de-
scribed the lasting impacts
of broken ties with their
families, languages and
cultures.

The commission con-
cluded in 2015 with a final
report that included 94
Calls to Action, of which
only a handful have been
implemented to date. One of
these, Call to Action 80, led
to establishing the National
Day for Truth and Recon-
ciliation.

This past June, the discov-
ery of a mass grave of 215
children at the former Ka-
mloops Residential School
was a shocking introduction
for most non-Indigenous
people to the dark and brutal
reality of residential schools.
Each time another mass
grave is uncovered — and
there have been many to
date, with more to come —
survivors, their families and
communities experience the
trauma all over again. It is
crucial that we acknowledge
this trauma, that we see the

importance of every child
lost, that we do not look
away.

We cannot change the
past, but we can recognize
the injustice, acknowledge
the harm and help create a
path to a better future. We
must own this history, and
we must understand and ad-
dress the harm it continues
to do, if we have any hope
of moving through Truth
toward Reconciliation.

The path to Reconcilia-
tion will be a long one. Sen.
Murray Sinclair, while
serving as the chair of the
Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, observed,
“Residential schools were
with us for 130 years, until
1996. Seven generations of
children went to residential
schools. It’s going to take
generations to fix things.”

So where can non-Indig-
enous people begin? The
path starts with Truth. We
must commit to educating
ourselves. Read survivors’
stories, read the commis-
sion’s Calls to Action and
learn about Indigenous peo-
ples, history, resilience and
current issues through

hy the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 1s important

Indigenous perspectives and
Indigenous voices — there
are so many excellent books,
websites, podcasts and other
media available.

The Niagara-on-the-

Lake Public Library has a
Truth and Reconciliation col-
lection, if you are looking for
somewhere to start. Purchase
an orange shirt through an
Indigenous organization and
wear it on Sept. 30 to show
that every child matters.

And beyond today, take ac-
tion — hold our government
accountable on the Calls

to Action and other issues,
including Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women
and Girls, housing and water
crises on reservations, and
treaty rights.

For links to Indigenous
education resources and
more information on Truth
and Reconciliation, visit
the inclusivity committee’s
Join the Conversation page:
www._jointheconversation-
notl.org/inclusivity.

Niki Walker and Jamie
Knight are co-chairs of
the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s inclusivity
committee.

Concerns about seniors receiving
a timely Pfizer booster shot

Dear editor:

It would seem the U.S.
Food and Drug Administra-
tion has decided that those
over 65 should receive
a Pfizer booster shot six
months after their second
vaccine.

The agency also recom-
mends that those who are
suffering from such diseases
as diabetes should also
receive the booster shots.

Those frontline work-
ers should also receive the
booster shot at the same
time, but as of now that
does not appear to be the
case in Canada.

This week when I visited
my family doctor, I was in-
formed that I was not quali-
fied to receive the booster
shot, nor is my wife, both of
us well over 65.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has said we may
see the booster shots
after they are ordered and
available by late January.
That’s not in keeping with
the direction of the FDA

COVID-19 vaccine. FILE PHOTO

and the developers of the
vaccines.

If you are like my wife
and I, you received your
second shot after the
recommended time span
between your first and
second dosage.

If the second shots
people received within
the recommended dates
are seeing their immunity
waning, what does that
mean for us here in Cana-
da who did not receive our
second shot until long after
the recommended time for
the second shot?

How protected are we,
since we did not receive our
second shot in the time-
span recommended by the

Hello Friends! We would like to start this week's weekly prose (a.k.a. nonsense) by
welcoming Stephanie back to our team full time (which moves me down one on the
hierarchy totem pole to just below the cat & dog). The Boss has got some Chicken

vaccine provider? Do we
have a strong enough im-
munity to ward off the first
strain of COVID let alone
the latest variant?

It would seem that our
government is playing
with our lives. They were
late giving us our second
vaccine. Now, are they
going to be late with our
booster shot?

Trudeau stated on the
campaign trail that he
and his party had done a
remarkable job handling
the treatment of our citi-
zens during this pandemic.
What is your assessment of
his record?

Tom Thornton
NOTL

Some questions about goals
of NOTLs inclusivity committee

Dear editor:

I would like to make a
number of comments con-
cerning the subject of inclu-
sivity which at the present
time in NOTL appears to be
one of widespread discus-
sion and varied opinion.

In the opinion piece by
the NOTL inclusivity
committee, published in
The Lake Report on Sept.
23 (“NOTL’s inclusiv-
ity committee reflects on
discrimination, diversity
and equity”), the subject of
inclusivity was discussed.

The discussion refer-
enced a recent survey
carried out by the com-
mittee. The survey had a
response rate of less than 1
per cent of the population
of NOTL.

This is not a reflection of
public attitude or opinion
but is instead a failure and
hardly worth mentioning.

The inclusivity committee
indicates that it was formed
by council as an advisory
group made up of volun-

teers. The existence of this
group and the statements
made give rise to a number
of questions that I believe
are important and need to
be answered in the interest
of all residents.

1. What is the precise
mandate for the group and
has this ever received public
input or been seen as a
public issue?

2. Do they represent
or consider in any way
the attitudes or opinions
of the NOTL resident
and taxpayer?

3. What are the creden-
tials of each individual
that enables them to advise
council and how are they
vetted against possible bias
in their recommendations?

4. In my opinion, the
veracity and accuracy of
the statements should be
examined for verification. Is
this actually done and, if so,
by whom?

While reference to dis-
advantaged groups is made
in passing, the emphasis is

Noodle Soup this week just in time for the Cold & Flu season.

For each week's offerings & more send your email address to: sweetsandswirlscafe@gmail.com

clearly on one group with the
recommendation that public
property be used (without
any public agreement) in

an effort to endorse and
advance a specific agenda.

This has very much the
appearance of bias to me
as well as being based on
the failed 1 per cent survey
and at the same time giving
no thought to the majority
of NOTL residents whose
opinions are important and
may differ.

To understand inclusivity
the meaning of exclusiv-
ity must also be under-
stood. For example, who
claims to be excluded and
what is their definition of
exclusion? What are they
excluded from?

To claim credibility the
committee must also be
seen to have given thought
and consideration to the
majority in its recommenda-
tions. This does not appear
to be the case so far.

Derek Collins
NOTL
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‘Home™ and COVID focus of Pumphouse exhibit

Staff
The Lake Report

A new month-long show
opens Oct. 1 at the Niagara
Pumphouse Arts Centre
featuring the artwork of
Sue Archibald.

In her exhibition “Home
— Protector or Predator,”
the artist tells stories of
what a safe home means
through the imagery of
domestic dwellings. The
scenes depicted in the
works stemmed from the
artist’s personal experi-
ences and imagination.

Archibald said she was
in the midst of creating a
body of work focused on
“Home” when COVID-19
hit.

When the stay-at-home
mandate was enforced last
year, the isolation from the
outside world heightened
the meaning of her paint-
ings.

For Archibald, im-
ages of dwellings repre-
sented comfort zones and
safe spaces. The series
morphed into a pandemic
theme, as the two became
intertwined.

Time to Rest, acrylic charcoal. SUPPLIED

While several paintings
in the exhibit are playful,
folksy and whimsical, oth-
ers show long-term care
homes as places of death.

“Most of my inspiration
comes from something I
might have seen, read or
heard on the radio. This is
what sparks my imagina-

tion,” said Archibald.
“My work is narrative,
colourful and appeals to
people on multiple lev-
els. Regardless of what is
painted, my style remains
consistent,” she added.
Archibald is an award-
winning artist from Mis-
sissauga, whose work can

ON THE

NIAGARA L
MUSEUM

ez 2021 VIRTUAL

LECTURE SERIES

Dena Doroszenko - Archaeology of the Niagara Apothecary and Niagara-
on-the-Lake’s Rich History

Kathleen Powell - Triumph and Tragedy: Building the Welland Ship Canal

Jane Thomas, Laura Heidman & Daniel Laxer, Ontario Ministry of

Indigenous Affairs - Treaties and Land Claims

Peter Mulcaster - A Railway History of Niagara-on-the-Lake 1854-1959

Sarah Kaufman - Opening the Curator’s Treasure Chest: Exploring The
War of 1812 Collection Part I

Rochelle Bush - The Lesser Known: Uncovering some of the Black people
of Old Niagara and the surrounding area

WEDNESDAYS AT 11 AM ON ZOOM

Visit notlmuseum.ca to register
Follow us @NOTLMuseum or email
contact@nhsm.ca for more information

DO YOU SEE THIS?

That's because newspaper advertising works.
Don't sacrifice potential business, advertise with The Lake Report regularly.

be found in private collec-
tions across North Ameri-
ca, Ireland and the UK.
Sixteen of her paint-
ings will be on display in
the Pumphouse’s Joyner
Gallery until Oct. 30. The
gallery is open Tuesday
to Sunday from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Truth be told.

Our communities are powered by local newspapers.
Celebrate how trusted journalism sparks important
conversations at nationalnewspaperweek.ca.

{J cHAMPION
© THE TRUTH.

National Newspaper Week
October 3-9, 2021

Hiagara
Fumphouse
s

— |

'_ | Arte Caytre

Home -
Protector or
Predator

.'.:_f‘_rf-" ]

A solo exhibition by
Sue Archibald

October 1 - 30, 2021 ¢ Tues - Sun, 11 am -4 pm

247 Ricardo $t., NOTL «+ niagarapumphouse.ca

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Hey Niagara, imagine...

One transit
system for all

12 municipalities.

Share your feedback about a
consolidated Niagara transit model
at movingtransitforward.ca

Fort Erie | Grimsby | Lincoln | Niagara-on-the-Lake |
Niagara Falls | Niagara Region | Pelham | Port Colborne |
St. Catharines | Thorold | Wainfleet | Welland | West Lincoln

MOVING
FORWRRD



Page 10
September 30, 2021

NEWS

Soggy September keeps harvest plans fluid

Jill Troyer
The Lake Report

Heavy rainfall in Septem-
ber has created challenging
conditions for the annual
grape harvest.

“It puts pressure on grow-
ers,” says Gavin Robertson,
winemaker at Niagara
College.

“Wet conditions create the
potential for sour rot and
breakdown, as the grapes
are left on the vines to ripen
further,” he said.

September rainfall in
the region amounted to a
whopping 166 millimetres,
far above the average of 90
mm, with two major down-
pours on Sept. 8 (44mm)
and Sept. 23 (35 mm) in
addition to many other over-
night and daytime showers.

“We’ve never had that
much rain at this time of
year in my 10 years here,”
said Amelie Boury, vice-
president of winemaking
and operations at Chateau
des Charmes Winery.

That volume of rain
doesn’t just affect the
grapes, it also softens the
ground, in some cases mak-
ing it impossible to drive the
harvest vehicles around the
vineyards.

“We tried to harvest in
some sites, but the ground
was too soft. We couldn’t
drive the machine there,”
Boury said.

And where the machines
can drive, muddy ground
can mean the tires sink in,
putting the vehicle a little
off kilter, and that can cause
mechanical breakdowns.

For Boury, it’s meant
three broken beater bars in
three days. Her crew carries
extra parts onboard the har-
vester for quick repairs right
in the vineyard.

“Instead of a harvest
where you can take your
time and breathe a little,
this season is condensed,”’
said Lydia Tomek, wine-
maker at Ravine Vineyard
Estate Winery.

“You really have to be on
your toes and keep a good
pulse on the vines, and
when to pick,” she said.

“I’m optimistic, but it’s
going to be a long harvest
with long days.”

For Tomek that means
walking the vineyards every
day, inspecting the grapes
to make sure they’re still
healthy, and tasting them to
see how ripe they are.

“You can’t drag your
feet on decision-making, it
could impact the flavour of
the wine. If we see break-
down developing, we pick
the fruit,” said Tomek.

For Boury, “it’s all about
decisions and weighing the
risk of rot developing. We
have to put everything in

i

=

balance and maybe sacrifice
sugar levels a bit to protect
the integrity of the fruit, if
necessary.”

“Everyone is antsy right
now.”

Decisions about when
to harvest this season are
based more on “need to
pick, versus want to pick,
to avoid problems,” she
added.

The situation is some-
what different for different
growers.

“It varies site by site. It
depends on soils, drainage,
canopy management. There
are so many variables at
play,” explained Robertson.

One thing all the growers
have in common, though, is
“a large crop this year. We
had good heat and rain, and
healthy vines through the
growing season,” he said.

Tomek beams with pride
as she shows off her Char-
donnay grapes, which are
pristine, though not quite

Left: Ravine winemaker Lydia Tomek tastes a grape for flavour and ripeness in the vineyard. Right: Vice-president of w

s

R

With all the rain recently, harvesters can sink into muddy ground.

ripe yet.

Boury is three weeks
later than usual in picking
her Sauvignon Blanc and
Gewurztraminer grapes this
year, but they are excellent
quality, and with improv-
ing weather they should be
safely in soon.

“A lot of growers have
been waiting with white
knuckles” to get harvesting
under way in earnest, said

i

o, <

Robertson. He said to ex-
pect to see a lot of activity
in the vineyards this week,
as growers take advantage
of better weather.

“Daytime wind and sun
with lower temperatures at
night are a blessing right
now,” Boury added.

Even as Tomek keeps a
close watch on her white va-
rietals, she’s thinking ahead
to the later harvest of the

inem

aking and operations at
Chateau des Charmes Winery, Amelie Boury, surveys healthy Alligote grapes going into the hopper. DON REYNOLDS PHOTOS

bold reds.

“Our Merlot grapes are
stunning. Cabernet Franc
and Cabernet Sauvignon are
beautiful, but we’ll have a
better picture in October.”

Long days and vigilance
will ensure the Niagara
wines of 2021 will be deli-
cious, as winemakers and
growers make the best of
whatever challenges Mother
Nature sends their way.
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David Lang looks at the new Upper Canada Heritage Trail plaque
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to commemorate donors for the project. He and his

wife Gwen were among the first 100 to donate to the expansion and restoration campaign. EVAN SAUNDERS

Trail donors help preserve NOTLs heritage

Evan Saunders

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Gwen and David Lang
had a deeply personal reac-
tion to seeing their names
Wednesday morning on a
plaque commemorating the
first 100 donors to the Up-
per Canada Heritage Trail’s
restoration and expansion.

“We’re emotional about
it. We really believed in
this project,” Gwen said.

“We believe in the
heritage of Niagara-on-the-
Lake very much and we
want to preserve it.”

The trail is a special proj-
ect because it is a heritage
monument that is accesible
and improves everyday life
for residents, she said.

“It’s exactly what they
said it would be. It’s for
the community, for gen-
eral people to use and, of
course, visitors. But visitors
don’t really know about it.”

The trail is built along
the route of the old railroad
that ran through town.

“If you walk (the heritage
trail), then the neighbour-
hoods make sense, because
they were built on either
side of the railroad,” David
said.

He pointed out the rail-
road’s placement is one of
the reasons some streets
take on new names as they
cross the municipality, such
as Queen Street turning
into Picton after it crosses
over the tracks.

Building the trail along
the former railroad had
construction benefits.

“The good thing is it’s
not got a lot of hills on it,”
Gwen said.

David said the trail never
inclines more than four per
cent thanks to railroad
companies flattening the
land.

“And it’s raised, so it
drains well,” he said.

The Langs, who live in
Chautauqua, are frequent
walkers of the trail they
invested in and are look-
ing forward to the full trail
opening. But they say the

RENT MY

in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

HUSBAND

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an
Audiologist with over 20 years of
experience who loves helping people
of all ages in the community.

Book a complimentary
hearing test today at

905.468.9176

Pauline Reimer Gibso
Audiologist

A global leader in
hearing healthcare

504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON  ¢gpnplifon

current distance is perfect.

“Right now it’s a good
length for us because we
both have a little bit of
knee issues,” Gwen said
with a laugh.

The couple have been
married for 43 years. David
is a former vice-president
of operations for a cloth-
ing company and Gwen is
a registered nurse who still
works part-time in St.
Catharines.

They moved to NOTL
five years ago from Mis-
sissauga and are happy
to have contributed to the
heritage trail project.

“It’s very exciting to see
your name there. Just to
know you’ve made a differ-
ence. That’s really impor-
tant to us,” Gwen said.

The unveiling of the
plaque featured a number
of dignitaries Lord Mayor
Betty Disero began the
speeches before introduc-
ing MP Tony Baldinelli,
Rick Meloen and Tony Ch-
isholm, who are both on the
heritage trail committee.

MPP Wayne Gates
called on newly re-elected
MP Tony Baldinelli to help
NOTL find funding to com-
plete the heritage trail.

“What’s important to
realize is how important
heritage and a trail like this
is to the overall health of
our community,” Gates said.

He said after speaking to
several people at the unveil-
ing, the fact that NOTL is
short of money was top of
mind.

Having said that, Gates
pulled up his pant leg and
showed he was wearing blue
socks.

“I wore my blue socks
today because I want to
say to Tony, very clearly,
that I think me and you as
elected officials should be
making sure that we do
everything we can to get
the funds needed to finish
this,” Gates said to a round
of applause.

“If money is the stum-
bling block we’ve got to
make sure that we get that
for you.”

UPPER CANADA
MECHANICAL

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

MIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-651-0470

Lee Manning
9054687618

leemanningB835@gmail.com
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I'm an invention that lets
you see through walls.
What am 1?

Last issue: I'm a building with the most
stories. What am 1?
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Gary Davis, Patricia Fraser, Robert Wilms,

Bob Tebbutt, Joan Busbridge, Teresa Kaminski,
Margie Enns, Ted Scott, Wesley Turner,

Victor Goertz, Steve Siansky, Robert Morley

Email answers, with your name, to editor@
niagaranow.com for a chance to win a prize.
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Evan Saunders

Local Journalism Initiative
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Fallon Farinacci has gone
through severe trauma as
a Métis woman but has
started using that narrative
to raise money and inspire
change for the plight of
missing and murdered In-
digenous women in Canada.

Which made it all the
more disappointing to
her when the Ontario gov-
ernment failed to make
National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation a statutory
holiday.

“That actually is some-
thing that has to change
next year,” said Farinacci.

Farinacci is a Métis
woman from St. Eustache,
Man. She is raising money
for Abbey House Transi-
tional Home for Indigenous
Women and the Manitoba
Métis Federation, St. Eu-
stache Local for Indigenous
Youth.

When Faranacci was nine
both her parents were mur-
dered in her home while she
was in bed. A family friend
had become obsessed with
her mother and entered the
home one night, killing her
father, her mother and then

OPEN FOR DINE IN

—

Fallon Farinacci’s parents were murdered when she was
nine and she and her two brothers were orphaned. She has
learned to use her grief-stricken narrative as a way to reach
out to other Indigenous People in Canada and help them

deal with tragedy. SUPPLIED

himself.

And the police failed to
intervene.

The first shot was fired at
2:30 a.m., killing her father.
Her older brother who had
been threatened with a gun
to his stomach escaped the
house and called police.

Officers deferred action
as long as they could, Fari-
nacci said

“The RCMP officers who
received the call called their

SUNDAY

next level in seniority. He
was the only RCMP officer
who was also a hostage
negotiator. Instead (of show-
ing up to the crime scene),
he told these two officers to
go to the Paul residence and
see if they could speak with
Andre.”

Andre is the name of
the murderer. He had been
repeatedly identified as a
dangerous individual by
Farinacci’s parents, who
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11:30am - 9pm
11:30am - Grm
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WEEKEND

even had a restraining order
filed against him, she said.

Andre had been repeat-
edly arrested for crimes
involving drugs and firearm
possession.

The officer who had hos-
tage negotiating experience
hung up the phone and went
back to sleep, Farinacci
said.

Officers didn’t arrive until
6:30 a.m., four hours after
her father was killed.

When they arrived, Andre
promptly shot Farinacci’s
mother and then himself,
she said.

“My younger brother and
I had to wait in the house
with three dead bodies until
8:30 in the morning” when
the RCMP finally came in.

“And they only came in
because at that point my
grandfather had made his
way to the door to get into
the house.”

Less than a month later,
Farinacci and her broth-
ers were moved to St.
Catharines to live with her
mother’s family.

These traumatic events
highlight the damag-
ing legacy of colonialism
in Canada. The experi-
ences of Farinacci and her

brother were minimized and

they received little help for
what they went through, she
said.

“None of us received
proper post-traumatic care.
I remember going to maybe
two therapy sessions,” Fari-
nacci said.

“And in 2004, my older
brother committed suicide.”
But Farinacci has turned
on this overwhelming grief
and decided to use her story
to raise awareness about the
plight of missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women.

“I wanted to bring change
any way that I could and
bring awareness to my
brother’s and my parents’
story,” she said.

When she turns 38, Fari-
nacci will be older than her
mother, father and brother
when they died. Her father
was 37.

Raising awareness about
Indigenous issues is at the
heart of Farinacci’s identity
now. All the more reason
for her to feel frustrated that
her son won’t be able to at-
tend National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation events
because Ontario did not
make it a statutory holiday.

“If (my son) misses one
day of school that sends a
ripple effect. One day, espe-

igenous residents want Ontario to make Sept. 30 a statutory holiday

cially in a pandemic when
these kids are being taught
only two courses for X
amount of days, it’s deeply
impacting,” she said.

“It’s going to deeply im-
pact (his education), so he
can’t be there.”

Farinacci was critical
of the school boards in
Niagara, which could have
chosen to close schools on
the holiday but have not.

She asked Canadians to
lend their voices in call-
ing for schools to close and
Ontario’s policy to change,
“so that it doesn’t all fall
on the backs of Indigenous
people.”

Farinacci lives in St.
Catharines, as does her little
brother who is married with
a family of his own.

“He’s doing amazing,” she
said.

Farinacci will be a speak-
er at St. Catharines city hall
at 10 a.m. on Thursday for a
National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation event orga-
nized by the Niagara Re-
gional Native Centre. Other
speakers will include native
centre president Roxanne
Bucks, Orange Shirt day
advocate Wanda Griffin and
St. Catharines Mayor Walter
Sendzik among others.
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RiverBrink’s "Power” exhibit explores Niagara’s history

Debra Antoncic
Special to The Lake Report

As we slowly emerge
from the various stages of
lockdown and the attendant
levels of anxiety, amid a
sense of time suspended,
many in the arts community
are reflecting on the future.

Questions such as how we
can re-engage with audienc-
es and reinvigorate the con-
nection to visual art, how
we can emerge stronger, are
uppermost in our minds.

One of the more pressing
challenges is balance: how
to balance the need for joy
and pleasure that viewing
and experiencing works
of art can bring against a
climate of social reckon-
ing and a desire for criti-
cal engagement and deep
learning.

In the exhibition “Power,”’
on view now at the River-
Brink Art Museum until
Oct. 23, artist Elizabeth
Chitty successfully achieves
this balance. The work
reminds us of the beauty
and riches of the natural
world while challenging us
to reflect on the history that
has brought us here.

Visitors to the exhibition

The Niagara River is a past and present source of power for the region. SUPPLIED

will encounter a three-
channel video and four-
channel audio installation
in a gallery space overlook-
ing the Niagara River. Giv-
en the location, RiverBrink
is an optimal site, providing
views across to Lewiston,
N.Y., beyond the invisible
barrier separating Canada
from the United States.

The national border
drawn down the river, an
imperceptible line on the
water, carries profound im-
plications into the present.
The separation of Indig-
enous communities, and the
division of water, power and
industrial activity, flow

outward from this artificial
barrier.

Within the exhibition, the
artist has included video
footage of three women
walking separately along a
different section on the Ca-
nadian side of the Niagara
River. The women each
live in Niagara and have
ancestors who came here,
or close to here (in the case
of the Six Nations Grand
River Territory), following
the creation of the invisible
barrier — Kanyen’keha:ka,
United Empire Loyalist and
Freedom Seeker.

The women share their
histories, of family and

memory, of connection to
the river, of how they came
to be living in Niagara.
They remind us of the
shared and multilayered his-
tory of this region, one with
its own history of slavery
and conflict over land and
resources.

Each extends a hand — a
gesture of greeting, but also
a reference to the promises
and responsibilities, of gifts
and mutual aid, pledged by
the alliance known as the
Covenant Chain.

Images of hydro-electric
power generation and river
remediation alternate with
the footage of the women.

The sounds of the river, the
sounds of spoken excerpts
from historical docu-

ments and the sounds of the
women’s voices compel the
viewer to pause and listen,
to heed the words from the
past as they resonate in the
present.

The video component of
the work brings the viewer
in direct contact with the
water, not only at the edges
of the river, but physically
out into the shallows. In
her practice, the artist has
had a long engagement
with water, specifically
water infrastructure and
governance.

“Power” is the most recent
iteration of this engagement,
the culmination of a body
of performance, photogra-
phy and media installation
works about local water.

As suggested by this list,
Chitty’s practice is interdis-
ciplinary, but her primary
medium involves move-
ment. And so visitors to the
exhibition are propelled by
movement, pulled along by
the camera, passing barriers
and swift-flowing water and
verdant wetlands to emerge
downstream at the mouth of
the strait.

Within the exhibition,
sound pulls the viewer
from speaker to speaker,
prompting the movement of
bodies in order to attend to
the details of the historical
texts, birdsong and personal
reflections. It is by way of
this movement that the artist
performs a gentle activism
on the viewer.

A critical starting point for
the exhibition is the Niagara
Treaty, negotiated at Fort Ni-
agara and the Indian Council
House at the mouth of the
Niagara River in 1764.

This treaty, together
with the Royal Proclama-
tion of 1763, established a
familial and shared rela-
tionship among sovereign
nations and is increasingly
important today as Can-
ada faces the necessity of
nation-to-nation negotiation.

RiverBrink’s proxim-
ity to the fort is a poignant
reminder of this history.
More than two centuries
later, the artist challenges us
to examine our individual
histories and to seek a way
forward.

Debra Antoncic is
director and curator
of RiverBrink Art Museum
in Queenston.

A special party at Queenston Heights

Staff
The Lake Report

Maj.-Gen. Sir Isaac
Brock is turning 252 and
the Friends of Fort George
are celebrating in style.

Brock’s Birthday Bash, on
Oct. 6 at Brock’s Monument
in Queenston, is a special
celebration of the life of the
hero of Upper Canada.

“This event provides us
with a unique opportu-
nity to focus on the life of
Brock, and the contribu-
tions that he made as head
of the civil government
and military, leading up
to the War of 1812, as
well as his legacy after
his death at the Battle of
Queenston Heights,” said
Amanda Gamble, executive
director of the Friends of
Fort George.

The Friends also are run-
ning a special donation
drive in honour of Brock
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Scott Finlay as Maj.-Gen. Sir Isaac Brock. SUPPLIED

and hope to raise $1,769 to
commemorate his birthday
(Oct. 6, 1769).

All money raised will
support employment and
educational programs at
Brock’s Monument for
the 2022 season, Gamble
said. You can follow the
fundraising at www.canada-
helps.org/en/dn/64588

The party will include
special presentations
highlighting the life of
Brock, and birthday treats,
which are being gener-

T

for Brock’s 252nd birthday bash

ously donated by one of the
Friends’ members.

The day includes a featured
talk on the life and times
of Brock at 10 a.m. (featur-
ing Scott Finlay as Brock),
cupcakes at the monument
at 10:45 and a featured talk
at 11 a.m. called “After the
Battle of Queenston Heights:
What happened to Brock
After the Smoke Cleared.”

Admission is $10 per per-
son and space is limited.
Book online at friendsof-
fortgeorge.square.site.

Museum’s fall lecture series digs deep

Staff
The Lake Report

The NOTL Museum
is launching its 2021 fall
virtual lecture series on
Zoom on Oct. 6.

“The enormous suc-
cess of our previous Zoom
lectures was surprising,”
said museum marketing
director Amy Klassen, “but
the accessibility of Zoom is
perfect for these times.”

The series is packed with
knowledge and informa-
tion, from Indigenous treaty
negotiations, the nostalgia
of the railways, to explor-
ing Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
archeological history.

The series kicks off Oct. 6
with Dena Doroszenko from
the Ontario Heritage Trust
exploring “Archaeology of
the Niagara Apothecary”
and digging deep into the
secrets of this historic loca-
tion on Queen Street.

On Oct. 20, Kathleen
Powell, curator of the St.

Better mornings are now brewing.

Catharines Museum, pres-
ents “Triumph and Tragedy:
Building the Welland Ship
Canal,” where she delves
into the fascinating story of
the four Welland Canals, the
“fallen workers” and how a
city evolved beside such an
engineering wonder.

On Nov. 3, in honour of
Treaties Recognition Week,
three guest speakers from
Ontario’s Ministry of Indig-
enous Affairs will present
“Treaties and Land Claims.”

They will look at the sig-
nificant impact that treaty
responsibilities and prom-
ises have made on First
Nations in order to create
a better understanding of
collective treaty rights and
obligations.

On Nov. 17, local author
Peter Mulcaster presents “A
Railway History of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, 1854-1959,”
in which he explores the
socio-economic and tourist
benefits of what was once a
thriving railway town.

Starbucks at 124 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-Lake - open 7 days a week

On Dec. 1, the NOTL Mu-
seum’s own curator is back
by popular demand with
her “Opening the Curator’s
Treasure Chest: Exploring
the War of 1812 Collection,
Part2.”

Sarah Kaufman breaks
open the NOTL Museum
vaults for another fascinating
insight into the world of 1812.

The final lecture in the se-
ries is on Dec. 15, presented
by local historian Rochelle
Bush. “The Lesser Known:
Uncovering some of the
Black People of Old Niagara
and Surrounding Area,”
shines a light on extraor-
dinary stories of African
American freedom seekers
who settled in Niagara.

All presentations start at
11 a.m. and require registra-
tion through Zoom.

To access the Zoom reg-
istration link, go to www.
notlmuseum.ca

For more information,
contact Klassen by email
at aklassen@nhsm.
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A new Little Free Library
installed in Sparky’s Park
in St. Davids aims to bring
the community together and
inspire youth to pick up a
book, says project overseer
Lili Kvederys.

The design of the book
dispensary was inspired by
the village’s iconic Wood-
bourne Inn so it also
provides people with a bit
of St. Davids history.

The project was initiated
by the Friends of St. Davids,
a community-led organiza-
tion started in 2018 whose
goal is to unite the expand-

ing population of St. Davids.

Friends co-founder Greg
Walker said part of the gen-
esis of the group back then
was because people real-
ized “this village is growing
so fast and none of these
people know each other.”

Greg’s wife, Dorothy,
released a book in 2018
about St. Davids entitled “A
Village in the Shadows.”
During the book launch the
couple realized the potential
for a community organiza-
tion in the village.

“Dorothy said to me,

cloadows..

Jan King-Watson puts a copy of Khaled Hossenei's novel “The Kite Runner” into the new
Little Free Library in St. Davids. King-Watson recently moved to St. Davids and has spared
no time in becoming one of the stewards of the new little library. EVAN SAUNDERS

‘Greg, we’ve got to do
something about this. Why
don’t we start something,
why don’t we get some sort
of social movement go-
ing?”” So they did.

The organization had a
good start but was ham-
pered by COVID-19. That’s
where the idea for the Little
Free Library came in, he
said.

“This year, we had two
people step up and say, ‘I
would like to do something
to bring this community
together.” ”

One of those people was
Kvederys.

She wanted the project
to be inclusive of the range
of St. Davids community
members.

“We’re trying to hit all of
the age groups and genres.
We’d like to have some In-
digenous and Black history.
We’re trying to get lots of
things so the children who
are reading it understand
more,” she said.

One of her goals with the
project was to induce more
young people to start read-
ing. The Little Free Library
is complete with books for
young kids and teenagers
and is strategically located

next to a playground so kids
have easy access to litera-
ture.

And it’s already working,
Kvederys said.

“The very first day that I
came here there were two
little boys sitting here read-

ing a book and I thought,
‘Oh my goodness, ” she
said.

“It’s so good to see them
sitting here reading instead
of reading their phones and
their father’s not sitting and
looking through his email.”

With its Woodbourne Inn
theme, the library helps
reinforce St. Davids history.

It was designed by Leslie
Mann, a scale model archi-
tect in the village.

Mann said key features
from the actual Wood-
bourne Inn incorporated
into the design were the
arched door with a white
handle, two significant
window designs on either
side of the building, corbels
that hold up the ledge over
the main door, as well as
the white siding and green
paint adorning the windows,
doors and roof.

“It’s so nice to have and
it educates our community
about some of the historic
aspects — there’s so many
beautiful historic buildings
in St. Davids,” Kvederys
added.

Walker said the ini-
tiative was originally
intended to be the first of
several Little Libraries in
St. Davids, all designed
after a historic property in
the village.

But the current Little Free
Library, which has been
installed on municipal prop-
erty, is considered a pilot
project by the town.

Walker said the Friends
of St. Davids will wait until
the pilot project period is up
before pursuing the creation

Little Free Library in St. Davids aims to boost childhood reading

of any more Little Free
Libraries.

Meanwhile, Kvederys
wants NOTLers from other
parts of town to come and
take a book and add some
of their own to the collec-
tion.

She and Jan King-Watson
are stewards of the proj-
ect. King-Watson recently
moved to St. Davids and
jumped at the opportunity
to get involved with the
community project.

“I’'m so grateful. The
Friends of St. Davids just
embraced me and made me
feel so welcome,” she said.

King-Watson and Kve-
derys are tasked with
overseeing the Little Free
Library and making sure
it is filled with appropriate
books daily.

At its heart, Walker hopes
the Little Free Library
can be a spot for people to
commune and engage with
literature.

“What’s most important is
that we find that people do
come and they use it. Kids
come and find books and
they sit here and they read.
And we say, ‘You know
what? We really are adding
something to this commu-
nity,”” Walker said.

GARY DEMEO

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

. FREE HOME
. EVALUATION
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REALTY LTD,, BROKERAGE
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This market is wild and the average sale price of a

MICHELLE ZAPPETELLI

GREG SYKES

DEEI CHEWERDA

Niagara-on-the-Lake home is now nearing $1,200,000. If you want to
know what your home is worth, call Greg now for a free evaluation.

GREG SYKES

real estate
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Kids back on the ice

The Canskate program is back on the ice with the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Skating Club. Pictured, at Centennial Arena,
coach Allison Sotola works with a group of beginners
while coach Darlene Dortono helps guide a student

across the ice. Canskate offers lessons for a variety

of ages and skill levels. Go to notlskatingclub.com for
more information. LARA DAVIDSON PHOTOS

Kevin MacLean

Women celebrate retiring” Ricky

The Lake Report

Ricky Watson likes to
quietly go about his job as
associate pro at Niagara-on-
the-Lake Golf Club — and
always shuns the limelight.

He couldn’t escape it on
Tuesday afternoon, however,
as members of the club’s 9
and 18 hole women’s leagues
took the opportunity to share
their appreciation for his
help and hard work.

The women feted him
on the first tee with a gift
presentation, a ton of thank
yous and some warm words.

Watson, one of the
longest-serving employees
of the club, is “retiring”
to take up a career in real
estate sales.

One of the most talented
golfers ever to come out
of NOTL, he has been a
fixture at the club since he
was 13. Now, 18 years later,
he’s decided to pursue other
interests and maybe eventu-
ally resume competing as an
amateur.

He departs the club on
Oct. 12 and plans to embark
on his real estate career in
the new year.

But in the mean-
time there’s a golf trip to

—

Members of the Niagara-on-the-Lake 9 and 18 hole women'’s leagues bid farewell to the

club’s associate pro Ricky Watson Tuesday. KEVIN MACLEAN PHOTO

Scotland in the offing (in-
cluding a visit to hallowed
St. Andrews), with friends
and his dad Todd, plus a
vacation in Ireland with his
partner Shauna Dickson.
MEN’S RESULTS

Ted Carmichael and
Warren Tutton were two
of the big winners in the
final week of men’s league
seasonal competition last
Thursday.

Carmichael shot an even-
par 36 to tie for low gross
with multi-time club champ
Mark Derbyshire. Tutton
was the only golfer to bird-
ie the second hole and won
a $50 net skin as well as the
entire $130 gross skin prize
money.

And Carmichael was
second in modified Sta-
bleford scoring, accruing
21 points, one behind Ken
Burr. Three players tied for
third, with 20 points: Harry
Huizer, Tom Elltoft and Lou
Puglisi.

Other net skin win-
ners were Burr (#3), Bill
Smith (#5) and John Wiens
(#6). Closest to the pin
shooters were Jim McMack-
en (#4) and Rick Janes (#9).

Carmichael also won low
gross honours, shooting 40
in WOOFs league play on
Sept. 21. Tom Wiley won
low net (36).

Ken Willms had the shot
of the day with a pure eagle
3 on the par-5 third hole.

Drew Porter was closest
to the pin on #4 and Peter
Warrack won $55 in the
50/50 draw.

The WOOFs league mem-
bers are gearing up for their
closing scramble, scheduled
for Oct. 5.

WOMEN’S RESULTS

Lisa Allen was low
gross winner in the 18 hole
women’s league on Sept.

21, with an 88. Yolanda
Henry was second with 90,
and Margot Richardson
and Susan Gagne shot 92.

Low net winner was Jan-
ice White (69), followed
by Gagne (72), and Richard-
son and Allen (73). Henry
chipped in for a birdie on
the par-3 13th hole.

Women’s Grape and Wine tennis tournament sends balls flying

A

shot on two different courts. Bottom: Lynne Gough and Paula Lepp. DEB ROBERT PHOTOS

Staff
The Lake Report

It was a day for the ladies
on Saturday, as ladies from
the NOTL Tennis Club
hosted a women’s Grape
and Wine Tournament at
Memorial Park.

One of the event’s orga-
nizers, Trish Spagnol, said
24 ladies “came out to share

Pauline Reimer Gibson is an Audiologist with over 20 years of experience who loves
helping people of all ages in the community. Julia Dick is the Front Office Coordinator
and a longtime resident of Virgil. Call Julia today to book a complimentary hearing test.

Pauline Reimer Gibson
Audiologist

laughter and great tennis
and enjoy a delightful boxed
lunch provided by Sweets
and Swirls.”

The weather held off for
the tournament, she added,
as there was a high chance
of rain.

The event was organized
by Spagnol, Jill Evans and
Christy Pennington, “and
strongly supported by our

club,” Spagnol said.

“It was another successful
event.”

Spagnol and Dorothy
Booth took home first-place
prizes, with the second
place being earned by Anne
Robinson and Jen Allen.

“The objective was to
have fun, play outside your
groups and make new tennis
friends,” Spagnol said.

Book a complimentary hearing test today at 905.468.9176
504 Line 2 Road, Virgil ON

Left: Karen Wright, Kendra Osa, Mary Towndrow and Ann Davies share a laugh on the court. Middle: Gina Snary swings for the ball. Right: Sylvia Allen and Ann Davies both line up a

A global leader in
hearing healthcare.

amplifon
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Across

1. Eyots (5)

5. Rubbish (5)

8. Incantation (5)

10. Russian sleigh (6)

11. Defence covering (6)

12. Having the form of a song (5)
13. Sister of Mary and Lazarus (6)
14. Resident of e.g. Nairobi (6)
15. Stage play (5)

17. Scratched (6)

19. Plan (6)

21. Cuban dance (5)

22. Die from lack of food (6)

23. Professional killer (6)

24. Locations (5)

25. Workshop machinery (6)

27. Pressed (6)

29. Grecian architectural style (5)
31. Go back (6)

32. Beast (6)

33. Porridge (5)

34. E.g. Tarka (5)

35. Is inclined (5)

Down

2. Rill (9)

3. Throw out (5)

4. Not in any circumstances (Poetical) (4)
6. Recall past experiences (9)

7. Sweat room (5)

8. Mayonnaise (5,8)

9. Lazy (13)

16. Allow to enter (5)

18. Storage building (9)

20. Cemetery (9)

26. Representative (5) 7 8
28. Oil source (5) 24 35 3 5 5
30. Part of speech (4)
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CARRIAGE
TRADE

LUXURY PFPROPFPERTIES

MICHELLE DIRECT: 905-401-8874
STEFAN DIRECT: 289-257-6744
125 QUEEN ST, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE

unlike any other in the area. This elegant two bedroom, one bath bungalow retreat sits on a beautifully landscaped and totally private

large lot with inground sprinkler system. Only a shortwalk to the waterfront, this could be your Niagara life.
B o ~ it

Q 12 DIXIE AVENUE , NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE - $1,050,000
O MLS 40169520

NEW
LISTING

14 HILDA STREET, ST.CATHARINES - $469,000 405 MERRITT STREET UNIT 15, ST.CATHARINES - $369,000 24 GARRISON VILLAGE, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE - $1,175,000
MLS 40166566 MLS 40161875 MLS 40117638

Did you know that the average sale price in August for a
detached home in NOTL was $1,241,291

Looking to BUY or SELL in Niagara?
LETS CHAT 289-25/-6/44

REYNOLDSREGIER.COM

Michelle Reynolds Stefan Regier
Broker Sales Representative
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Berlin Street Scene

Penny-Lynn Cookson
Special to The Lake Report

Berlin is back in the news
with the German election
requiring the formation of
a coalition government and
a future without the steady
hand of Chancellor Angela
Merkel.

On reflection, has Berlin
been out of the news in the
150 years since the Franco-
Prussian War of 1870-71
when a victorious Germany
became a nation? The Ger-
man Empire was on a fast
track leading up to the First
World War with all the in-
stability of a society in rapid
transition to urbanization
and the conflict between
conservative and progres-
sive ideas.

By 1913, Germany was
an industrial, technological
and scientific leader with
the largest economy in

Europe and third-largest in
the world. Berlin, being the
centre of government, the
economy and culture, would
experience momentous
historic events including the
Weimar Republic, Hitler’s
Third Reich, Second World
War destruction, the Cold
War, the Berlin airlift, the
Berlin Wall and now, once
again, it is the most powerful
economic nation in Europe.

Parallels to such uncertain
times are to be found in an
art movement, Der Briicke,
that was a foundation for
German Expressionism,
which would greatly impact
subsequent modern art.

In 1905, Ernst Ludwig
Kirchner, an architecture
student at the Technical
University of Dresden,
initiated Der Briicke (The
Bridge) with Fritz Bleyl,
Erich Heckel and Karl
Schmidt-Rottluff.

Ernst Ludwig Kirchner,
Berlin Street Scene, 1913,
Neue Galerie, New York.
SUPPLIED

They rejected a stultify-
ing academic style of art
with a goal to create a
bridge between the Gothic
and Renaissance art of
Albrecht Diirer, Mattias
Grunewald and Lucas Cra-
nach the Elder, and the pro-
gressive art of the contem-
porary avant-garde. They
were inspired by the emo-
tional, expressive paintings
of van Gogh and Munch,
by Oceanic and African
ethnographic works, and by
the dynamism of the Italian
Futurists.

They revived woodcuts
through which they devel-
oped a style of simple and
flattened forms. In their
paintings, garish colour,
visible rapid brushstrokes
and distortion were a means
to achieve direct, authentic
work that expressed imme-
diacy and spontaneity.

In their unconventional
bohemian lifestyles and
communal studios, they
made life drawings from
nude models, spent sum-
mers of love at lakes near
Dresden and sought to bring
life and art into harmony
as part of a German youth
movement protesting
against urbanization and the
conservative imperialistic
German society.

In 1906, they had their
first group exhibition in
Dresden. In 1913, the group
disbanded and Kirchner
was alone in Berlin mak-
ing paintings of Berlin
street scenes, capturing the
cosmopolitan vibrancy of
the fast-paced city with its
overcrowded sidewalks,
horse drawn wagons and
new trams.

Streetwalkers were his
symbol for a place where
anything could be bought,
where an underlying current
suggesting imminent danger
existed in the anonymous
crowd. In their feath-
ered hats and fashionable
garments, the prostitutes
presented hardened faces to
the voyeurism of the male
gaze. His skewed perspec-
tives and tilting angles cap-
ture the tension, isolation,
alienation and psychological
angst of pre-war Berlin.

In 1914, Kirchner vol-
unteered for the German
army. Within the year he
had suffered a physical and
mental breakdown and was
discharged. The next years
were spent in and out of
sanatoriums and, though
dependent on barbiturates,
morphine and alcohol, he
remained prolific, produc-
ing art for well-reviewed
exhibitions.

He settled in Frauen-
kirche, Switzerland, a
village near Davos, where
he painted increasingly
abstract alpine mountain
scenes. After 1933, when

the Nazis came to power in
Germany it was impossible
to sell his paintings. The
1937 Degenerate Art Exhi-
bition in Munich included
25 Kirchner works. De-
generate art was the official
term for the modern art of
the time but defined by the
Nazi regime as not in line
with its ideas of beauty.
Over 600 of Kirchner’s
works were removed from
museums, dispersed,
destroyed or sold to
American collectors. Pro-
foudly depressed with the
situation in Germany and
fearful of a Nazi invasion
of Switzerland, Kirchner
shot himself in front of his
house in Frauenkirche on
June 15, 1938.
Penny-Lynn Cookson
is an art historian who
taught at the University of
Toronto for 10 years. She
was also head of extension
services at the Art Gallery
of Ontario. She is presently
giving virtual lectures on
“he Germans — Art, Faith,
War’” for the RiverBrink
Arts Centre, Queenston
on Thursdays until Oct. 28.

Dr. Brown: New drugs

Dr. William Brown
Special to The Lake Report

Like Oliver Sachs, I
eagerly look forward to the
weekly arrival of the next
issue of the journal Nature.

Last week a piece written
by Paul Nurse caught my
eye. He quoted his Nobel
Prize-winning friend Sidney
Brenner, who stated 20 years
ago that, “we are drowning
in a sea of data and starving
for knowledge.”

Brenner’s observation, re-
cycled by Nurse to apply to
some science these days, hit
home. Because that’s been
the case for research into
Alzheimer’s disease — a lot
of data and a several-decade
fixation on the “amyloid
hypothesis,” which claims
that Alzheimer’s is caused
by the accumulation of beta-
amyloid (and tau) protein in
the brain.

That fixation led to the
development of several
drugs, including vaccines
and monoclonal antibody
(mab) drugs designed to rid
the brains of patients with
Alzheimer’s of their accu-
mulations of beta-amyloid.

In every instance, except
for the latest controversial

FISH
A |

evidence favouring adu-
canumab (Aduhelm), the
vaccines and monoclonal
antibody treatments failed
to significantly slow pro-
gression of the cognitive
impairment, even if they
reduced the beta-amyloid
load in the brain. Unfortu-
nately, some of those same
drugs provoked trouble-
some adverse side effects.
That was the situation
until aducanumab came
along several years ago.
Like many of its predeces-
sor anti-amyloid drugs,
aducanumab successfully
cleared the brain of much
of its beta-amyloid load.
However, that wasn’t the
primary issue. The issue
was whether aducanumab
slowed progression of the
cognitive impairment and

and the ong

other clinical markers.

One phase 3 trial said no,
as did the other phase 3 trial
— until Biogen, the pharma-
ceutical company that de-
veloped the drug, reassessed
the data and claimed that at
the highest dose level, adu-
canumab, did indeed slow
the progression of cognitive
impairment.

The claim divided the
experts, many of whom
felt the data favouring a
clinically significant benefit
was too weak to justify
approval by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration,
while other experts and Bio-
gen claimed there was some
clinical evidence to support
their claim.

The FDA then made an
unprecedented decision:
the agency based its ap-

proval on what was obvious
evidence that aducanumab
cleared the brain of much
of its beta amyloid load
while turning a blind eye to
the drug’s less-than-stellar
clinical impact.

Many experts felt be-
trayed and that the FDA
had lowered the bar for
approval of this drug. Many
felt this opened the door
to other similar drugs in
development in the face of a
questionable clinical benefit
and evidence that many pa-
tients suffered from adverse
side effects such as swell-
ings and tiny hemorrhages
in the brain.

Did the FDA make a mis-
take? Yes, and a qualified
No. Yes, for not demanding
more convincing evidence
that the rate of decline in
cognitive impairment was
slowed.

But a qualified No for two
reasons. Even in the earliest
clinical stages of Alzheim-
er’s, it may be too late for
drugs like aducanumab to
have much, if any, clinical
effect, because too many
nerve cells and especially
connections may be lost or
dysfunctional beyond repair.

The real challenge would

be to treat as-yet asymptom-
atic patients with progres-
sive PET scan evidence of
beta-amyloid accumulation.
That’s a tricky step to take
given the potential for ad-
verse side effects of this and
other similar drugs and un-
certainty about whether the
patient will actually develop
clinically symptomatic
Alzheimer’s, and whether
other factors such as co-
existing vascular dementia
might be playing role for
which those drugs would
not be expected to help.

Given the risk of those
adverse side effects, a better
bet for testing the amyloid
hypothesis would be to pro-
phylactically treat patients
with the autosomal domi-
nant variant of Alzheimer’s.

These patients will for
certain develop the disease
and earlier by a decade or
so before vascular dementia
might fudge the study. As
a result, it would be easier
to justify taking the drug a
decade or more before the
anticipated onset of symp-
toms in the hope of delay-
ing, or hopefully preventing
the disease.

When I last wrote about
the amyloid hypothesis and

oing battle against Alzheimer’s

aducanumab in The Lake
Report that was the state
of affairs. Since then, the
chasm between the ap-
provers and non-approvers
has widened with several
high-profile health care
organizations and experts
in Alzheimer’s distancing
themselves from support
for the drug, citing weak
clinical evidence and high
costs for the drug (more
than $50,000 U.S. a year,
exclusive of expensive PET
scans and other costs).

Given the FDA’s approval
for aducanumab, other
similar drugs such as the
more recent donanemab,
will probably find their path
to approval much easier.

You can access more
information on the subject
later this week by going the
YouTube site below or the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Public
Library’s website and fol-
lowing the leads.

See the video at you-
tube.com/watch?v=88B_
OHUAQ9Y

Dr. William Brown is a
professor of neurology at
McMaster University and
co-founder of the InfoHealth
series at the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Public Library.
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Residential school in James Bay

This photo shows a building from the residential school in Moose Factory on the shore of James Bay in Northern Ontario.
It was donated in the early 1900s by Alexander Niven, a local surveyor. The historical society often collected photographs
from across the country so locals who couldn’t afford to travel could see what the world outside of NOTL looked like. The
NOTL Museum plans to review its collection with Indigenous representatives to determine whether particular pieces should

be repatriated.

Today, Sept. 30, is a National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. From the earliest Indigenous inhabitation extending back
13,000 years in the Niagara Peninsula, to the arrival of people of European descent, to the partnerships and treaties formed
at the Indian Council House on the Commons, to the War of 1812 (where Indigenous allies were integral to the defence
and preservation of our communities and nation), Niagara-on-the-Lake’s history is intricately connected with Indigenous
peoples. The Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum stands with Indigenous Peoples to express our deepest sympathy to families who
lost relatives because of the residential school system as well as to all those experiencing the generational trauma that this
discredited system continues to inflict upon their lives.

Take alittle
walk in Virgil

Brian Marshall
Columnist

The subject of last week’s
column centred around Vir-
gil and highlighted a couple
of houses lost from the
heritage of that village.

I went on to suggest there
were historic “survivors”
still standing. To that end, it
seemed only reasonable to
take a little walk on Niagara
Stone Road and identify a
few of these old soldiers.

While it may go without
saying for some, I think it is
important to point out that
due to a lack of protective
oversight similar to that em-
ployed in Old Town, many
of these buildings have been
altered (whether minimally
or extensively) from original
expression.

That said, we’ll start our
walk coming into the village
on Niagara Stone Road. Hid-
den behind a dense screen
of cedars on the north side

The Rogers House in Virgil. SUPPLIED

of the street at #1458 is the
Rogers House.

Built around the turn of
the 20th century in the popu-
lar Gothic Farmhouse style,
this clapboard-clad home
with its wrap-around porch
anchored the Rogers farm,
which ran between Lines
1 and 2 on the west side of
Four Mile Creek Road.

Continuing down to-
ward the crossroads, on the
corner of Niagara Stone and
Four Mile Creek, is #1490.
What is now one building,
started out as two separate
dwellings: the Phillips House
and the Wilson House, both
circa 1880s.

Aside from the obvious
conjoining of the two build-
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ings, this structure has seen
many alterations over the
last century particularly after
becoming an inn during

the 1960s and then, more
recently, an antique store.

Proceeding across Four
Mile Creek Road, tucked in
behind two restaurants, is
the Gibson-Penner House at
#1502. The dwelling seems
oddly placed on the lot until
one realizes it was moved
from its original fronting
on Niagara Stone in 1956 to
make space for the restau-
rant building.

Its three-bay facade is
strictly symmetrical except
for the offset window above
the door in the centre bay.
This placement could be a

later alteration or perhaps
“as-built” given the second
floor of this building was
originally a large open hall
used in the 19th century for
Anglican church services
and regular meetings of the
Orange Order Lodge.

Directly across the road
is #1503, the W. Stevens
House. Built circa 1900 in an
L-shaped Gothic Farmhouse
style, it was designed as a
true live/work structure.

The more impressive
brick-clad front portion
housed the local grocery
store while to the rear was
the wood-framed dwelling.
Once again, the original
facade has suffered sad 20th
century “improvements.”

Our last stop on this stroll
is 1516 Niagara Stone Rd.
This venerable old house
was rebuilt by George Law-
rence in 1818 after the origi-
nal home was burned during
the War of 1812.

It was renovated circa
1885 and likely received its
current stucco cladding dur-
ing the first half of the 20th
century when stucco finishes
were all the rage.

And, if one circles out far-
ther in Virgil, there are other
gems that await discovery.

Fall Virtual Lecture Series
Oct. 6 - Dec. 15

Every other Wednesday at 11 a.m. on Zoom

To register visit notimuseum.ca

A lingering stalemate
might not soon be resolved

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Lake Report

This week is bookended by
Jupiter with a financial gift on
Thursday and a new moon in
Libra on Wednesday.

Thursday, Sept. 30: Drifting,
aimless feelings get woken by
a connection between good
fortune Jupiter in Aquarius with
financially secretive Venus in
Scorpio. A loan is approved?

On Sept. 30, 1960, we saw “The
Flintstones” for the first time.

Friday, Oct. 1: Thinking is not
easy when deep inside we feel
that compromise is not possible.
There is a stalemate here that
may not be resolved until Mer-
cury turns direct. In fact, likely
not until a month from now,
around Nov. 1. Happy birthday
#97 to the 39th president of the
United States, Jimmy Carter.

Saturday, Oct. 2: It's a sunny
Saturday, at least so far as an
important relationship is con-
cerned. This, thanks to a friendly
bump to Venus in Scorpio from
Pluto in Capricorn. It was Oct. 2,
1902, that Beatrix Potter’s story
“Peter Rabbit” was published for
the first time.

Sunday, Oct. 3: Hereis a
day to pay attention to big
ideas. These thoughts may also
include good news and may be
about travel, education, rela-
tionships and even spiritual in-
sights — all courtesy of Mercury
in Libra in perfect harmony with
Jupiter in Aquarius. Happy birth-
day to Canadian actress Neve
Campbell, born Oct. 3, 1973. Her
starring roles in the horror film
series “Scream” began in 1996
and most recently in 2020.

Monday, Oct. 4: The moon
in discriminating Virgo is in
harmony with both Uranus
in Taurus and with Pluto in

Capricorn. Quiet and surprising
together? Today this is so. The
race for space began on Oct. 4,
1957, with the successful launch
of the Soviet satellite Sputnik.
Tuesday, Oct. 5: The moon
moves from discriminating Vir-
go into balancing Libra on the
day before the new moon in Li-
bra. While memories may bring
on tensions, today is a good day
to be honest and serious and
practical and responsible. On
Oct. 5, 1813, the British forces at
Chatham were defeated by the
Americans. Tecumseh was also
killed in this battle.
Wednesday, Oct. 6: There are
two very significant events in
the sky today. First a new moon
at 7:06 this morning. Then, Pluto
turns from retrograde to direct
motion in the afternoon. So,
this new moon sees the sun
and moon together in Libra,
along with Mars and retrograde
Mercury. Yet the ruler of Libra
is Venus, now in sultry Scorpio.
While so much energy is de-
voted to this new moon in airy,
well-balanced Libra, just below
all that is a sexy, secretive Venus.
Then, at 2:28 this afternoon,
Pluto turns from retrograde
to direct. Pluto has been retro
since the end of April 2021. If
something changed for you
back then, today it may come
back to play a more outward
role for you. Today, Elizabeth
Shue, actress most famous for
her Oscar-nominated role in
“Leaving Las Vegas,” turns 58.
Next week, speedy Venus
enters Sagittarius, and Saturn
turns from retrograde to direct.
Please check out the brand-
new website www.lutts.ca as
in Looking Up to the Stars. And
you can get my free horoscope
with interpretation emailed
toyou.

Astrology is a form of entertainment, not a science.
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Museum tea party celebrat

Evan Saunders

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Tea, biscuits and the
tales of inspiring women
abounded during Friday’s
sold-out tea party at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum.

The tea party was held in
celebration of the museum’s
newest book, “Making
Her Mark: The Women of
Niagara-on-the-Lake.”

The book is a celebration
of the many woman hailing
from NOTL who have left
great legacies. And on Fri-
day afternoon, an all-female
crowd gathered to celebrate
their stories.

There were two sittings
for the tea party, at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. Both were sold
out and both had Barbara
Worthy, visitor and mem-
bers services assistant at
the museum, lead the dis-
cussion about some of the
women featured in the
book.

“She cursed like a trooper
and that was because she

Susan baxter pours a cup of tea with Ruth Denyer, left, and Jody Evans during the NOTL
Museum'’s Tea Party celebrating the woman chronicled in the new book “Making her
Mark: The Women of Niagara-on-the-Lake.” EVAN SAUNDERS

wanted to make a point,”
Worthy said of NOTLer
Margherita Howe, who died
in 2006.

Howe was one of several
NOTL women honoured
during the tea party.

An environmental
activist and active commu-
nity member in NOTL, she
became a member of the
Order of Canada in 1983
for her work organizing
a community initiative to
clean up the Great Lakes

and Niagara River.

She was also deeply in-
volved in municipal affairs
with some of her peers like
Judy McLaughlin, who still
resides in NOTL.

“Everyone remembers
seeing them in the chamber,
in the council sitting in the
front row — pre-Betty,”
Worthy said to laughs as
Lord Mayor Betty Disero
looked on.

“They were watchdogs.
They were listening, they

were note-taking and they
were dedicated to ensur-
ing that what was right was
more important than ego.”

She said Howe fought
against development in
NOTL and was always ad-
vocating for environmental
causes.

Worthy also told the story
of Molly Brant, an influen-
tial Mohawk leader from
the 1700s.

“If there’s anyone I’d like
to have tea with, it’s Molly

Brant. She was an influenc-
er, you might even call her a
disruptor,” Worthy said.

She emphasized Brant’s
ability to act as an inter-
mediary with the British,
Mohawk/Haudenosaunee
cultures and the Americans
during the Revolution-
ary War, noting that Brant
was able to make herself
respected and influential
among all sides.

The event saw some 20
people gathered in the mu-
seum’s outdoor community
space. Tea and biscuits were
served on fine china. And
this was the good china,
Chrystal Haverstock said.

Haverstock owns a vin-
tage fashion store, Weir-
dorama, and knows a good
deal about the history of
fine china. As a colony of
England, Canada usually
got the blemished goods,
she said.

“This is the perfect stuff.
The colonies, like Canada,
always got the rejects where
the pattern would not be
correct or the colours would
be bleeding,” she said.

es stories of NOTL's legendary ladies

Some of the china on
hand was “worth big
bucks.”

Haverstock just moved to
Niagara-on-the-Lake and
saw the tea party as a way
to steep herself in the rich
history of the town.

Worthy wanted the ex-
ample of women like Howe
and McLaughlin to guide
the people in attendance.

“I remember seeing
Judy and Margherita sitting
there and thinking, ‘These
women are our moral
compass. Who is coming
up behind them?” ” Worthy
told the crowd.

“There are people here
right now that are coming
up behind them. There are
people here who have the
same need to raise their
voice and to carry on their
legacy.”

“Even when Margherita
was cussing and cussing
out councillors, we loved
her because she raised her
voice. We must continue
to raise our voices and we
must continue to make our
mark.”

Joanne Young
Garden Columnist

Mirror, mirror on the wall
... who has the fairest lawn
of all? Not you? Well then,
let’s change that.

This past summer our
lawns fared well, overall,
with the rainfalls that we
received in Niagara-on-the-
Lake. It was only toward the
end of summer that we were
starting to see the grass
turning brown and going
dormant.

Over time, though, your
lawn tends to become thin-
ner and thinner, depending
on the amount of sunlight
and moisture it receives
and its general health. No
doubt you have learned that
wherever nature has a bare
spot, it fills it in with a weed
or two or three.

The most important step
that you can take to improve

A

your lawn for the coming
year is to topdress and re-
seed it this fall. The cooler
temperatures and more fre-
quent rains are the perfect
conditions for grass seed to
germinate.

These two actions will
help to thicken your lawn,
which has a couple benefits.
The first is that the thicker
your lawn is, the less space
for the weeds to grow.

The second benefit is that
when your lawn is dense,
the grass helps to shade the
soil so that the sun does not
dry it out as quickly. That
means you need less water
to keep your lawn green,
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especially during the hot,
dry months of summer.

If you have a lot of weeds
already growing in your
lawn, you will want to try
to get those under control
first, either by pulling them
by hand, making sure to get
as much root as possible, or
by using a selective herbi-
cide such as Weed B Gon.

The term “selective” her-
bicide means that the spray
will only kill broadleaf
weeds, such as dandelions,
plantain and chickweed,
and not grass-type plants.
So, make sure that you are
using a herbicide for lawns.

The next step of the pro-

Left: Top dress is garden soil. Right: Grass seed. JOANNE YOUNG PHOTOS

cess is to mow your lawn a
little shorter than what you
were cutting it during the
summer months. This will
make it easier to spread a
thin layer of soil or com-
post on top of your existing
lawn.

Once the lawn has been
cut, use a fan rake to
loosen up the soil. Also, by
raking the lawn first, you
will be removing any extra
thatch and debris from the
area.

Now you are ready to
start topdressing — the
application of a thin
layer (about one-quarter
inch thick) of topsoil or

compost over an existing
lawn.

Topdressing regularly can
smooth out bumps in the
lawn and help to fill in low
areas. It can improve soil
conditions and add nutrients
back into the soil.

It also provides a looser
mix for the grass seed to get
a good start with its roots.
You do not want to bury the
existing grass, just add soil
around the base. Once the
soil or compost is put down,
lightly rake over the area
with a fan rake.

The next step is to put
down the grass seed. There
are different mixes of grass

Growing Together: More seeds key to fewer weeds in your lawn

seed available. Make sure
that you are choosing a
mix that works with your
sunlight conditions.

Most mixes are a combi-
nation of Kentucky blue-
grass, perennial rye and
fescue grass. For a sunny
area you will want to have
a higher percentage of
Kentucky bluegrass. For
a shadier area, it is best to
have a higher percentage
of fescue grass. You can
broadcast the grass seed by
using a seed spreader or by
hand.

After the seed goes down,
keep the soil evenly moist.
You do not want to water
too heavily as it could wash
the seed away.

After two weeks you
should be seeing the grass
seed germinating and your
lawn will be on its way to
better health. Just remember
... if the grass is greener on
the other side of the fence,
chances are that they have
been topdressing.

Joanne Young is a Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake garden
expert and coach. See her
website at joanneyoung.ca.

Open patio & takeout
61" Wed - Sunday, Open from 5 p.m.

Tel: (905) 468-3871
390 Mary Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake

 Serving Fresh Asian-Fusion Cuisine In'a Cozy Atmosphere




FRESH. FRIENDLY. LOCAL.

1822 NIAGARA STONE ROAD 905-468-3224 HARVESTBARN.CA MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9-6 AND SUNDAY 9-5
FEATURE & SALE ITEMS FOR SEPT 27

LEEKS PEPPER SQUASH MACINTOSH APPLES ORANGES
PRODUCT OF ONTARIO PRODUCT OF ONTARIO PRODUCT OF ONTARIO PRODUCT OF CHILE

FEATURE

g 5399

/5LB BAG
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CARM HOCOLATE
PECAN COOKIES

ONLY $5.49/DOZEN

LA MOLISANA GLUTEN FREE LUNDBERG VITAVIGOR BREAD STICKS CARR'S CRACKERS
PASTA - ASSORTED VARIETIES GLUTEN FREE RICE CLASSIC AND SESAME VARIETIES ROASTED GARLIC & HERBS

$199

/BUNCH
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AT HARVEST

BAKERY

ONLY QUALITY INGREDIENTS
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NO PICK-UP FEES. FREE DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER $45 (IN NOTL).

SHOP ONLINE AT HarvestBarn.ca




