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OPINION

The Town has initiat ed a Municip al Class
Envir onm ental Assessm ent (MCEA) to addr ess
localiz ed floodin g con cerns an d impr ove th e
Vin eyard Creek Storm w at er Mana gem ent (SWM)
pon d. Communit y m ember s are in vit ed to
par ticip at e in a Public Inf ormation Centr e (PIC) to
pr ovide input .

�¨ �X�!�(�º�N�•�ã�ü�@
Apr il 16, 2026 | 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Presentation star ts at 5:30 p.m.
NO TL Communit y Centr e - Audit or ium
(14 An der son Lan e)
No registr ation requir ed

At ten dees will ha ve th e oppor tunit y to review th e
study , discuss pot ential solutions, an d spe ak
dir ec tly with Town Staff an d its consul tant , GEI
Consul tants Cana da Ltd.

Public Inform ation Centre
Vineyard Creek Environm ental

Assessm ent

�n�º�•�8�� �x���8�º �•�«���V�N�N�Ý�ã�@�¨ �8���ô�º�¬�N
Visit jointh econ versation notl. org/
storm w at er-en vir onm ental-
assessm ent -st -da vids or
Scan th e QR code

Hospital gowns always make a fashion statement

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Regarding the highly 
respected Canadian 
universal health care 
system, I have always been 
totally impressed by its 
effi ciency, accessibility, 
and standards of care. This 
has included some six CAT 
scans, which provided 
diagnostic information to 
help determine what was 
going on within my person.

All the people working 
in the diagnostic imaging 
departments of the hospitals 
in St. Catharines and 
Niagara Falls were ultra 
competent, and seemed to 

genuinely hope I would 
realize good outcomes.

Earlier this year, my 
medical journey took a 
big leap forward, as I was 
scheduled for an MRI. A 
quick bit of Google research 
told me magnetic resonance 
imaging is a non-invasive, 
radiation-free technique 
used to help diagnose brain, 
spine and joint injuries or 
other diseases. Obviously, 
the main responsibility of 
the patient is to lay very, 
very still for 30 or 40 
minutes.

Six weeks before 
my scheduled MRI 
appointment, I received 
the standard letter which 
talked about total fasting 
for six hours on the big 
day, registration time 
and a request to leave all 
jewelry (one or two Ls?) 
and piercing stuff at home. I 
thought that registering one 
whole hour before the actual 
MRI time was a bit much, 
but as usual, the experts 
know best.

Which leads me in a very 

rambling fashion to what I 
consider to be the oddest, 
most ridiculous garment 
ever foisted upon mankind. 
Something that is the polar 
opposite of what is seen on 
the high fashion runways of 
Milan.

Whoever came up with 
the design for the hospital 
gown? Or did it evolve 
naturally over the years? 
Seriously, it must have been 
the brainchild of a highly 
unqualifi ed committee. 
As Lee Iacocca once said, 
“To be truly effective, a 

committee must consist of 
an odd number of members, 
(pause for a second or two), 
and three is too many.”

Think of a few other 
unique and memorable 
outfi ts or uniforms. 
The King’s Guard at 
Buckingham Palace are 
elite professional infantry 
soldiers from the Household 
Division, responsible for 
guarding the sovereign. 
Who can forget their red 
tunics and bearskin hats? If 
you haven’t seen them live 
and in colour, they perform 
their ceremony at 11 a.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Sundays. 
Schedule subject to change 
occasionally.

Okay, yes, time to ramble 
back to hospital gowns.

Let’s return via a Club 
Med beach in Europe. 
A beach populated by 
middle aged or older men, 
pridefully wearing their 
always-too-small Speedo 
“swimming costumes.”

And when fl ipping 
through the TV channels, 

we have all seen very well 
fed Sumo wrestlers grunting 
and groaning as they try to 
throw their opponents to the 
mat. And if thrown to the 
mat, how do they manage to 
get up?

Indoor box lacrosse? Are 
there any rules limiting 
the amount of protective 
equipment the goaltenders 
can attach to their bodies? 
It is a miracle that the 
opposing players ever 
manage to score even one 
goal.

Oh yes, hospital gowns. 
As instructed, I arrived for 
my MRI last week seventy 
minutes before my actual 
appointment. An effi cient 
registration, then easy to 
follow signage directed 
me to the diagnostic 
imaging waiting room. Five 
people in various levels of 
nervousness, some with 
caregivers, respectful of 
individual space. Everyone 
silent, not even any small 
talk.

Half an hour before 
my appointment, MRI 

technologist Martin called 
my name. Perfect for 
his job, effi cient, by-the-
book and smiley. Even 
enthusiastic. Very much 
on point, as he provided a 
locker key and then handed 
me the hospital gown. No 
instructions or words of 
encouragement. Just the 
standard hospital gown.

I put all my clothes and 
personal belongings in the 
locker, and then tried to put 
on the fl imsy hospital gown. 
I remembered it went on 
backwards. I tried this way, 
that way and several other 
ways.

Try as I might, I just could 
not get the darned bow tied 
behind my back. I never was 
any good getting kitchen 
aprons on without help.

As my MRI appointment 
time approached, Martin 
knocked on the door, came 
in, and quickly tied the bow 
of the hospital gown.

How was that for a 
weekly Ross’s Ramblings? 
Somewhat bizarre?.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Ross Robinson simply can’t 
understand hospital gowns.
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OPINION

Dear editor:
My husband and I are 12-

year residents of Old Town, 
NOTL and we consider this 
our forever home.

With us settling here, we 
have been lucky enough for 
our adult children to follow 
us, our daughter in 2019 and 
now our son 2026.

We were made aware of 
the 176 Wellington project 
with our granddaughter’s en-
rollment into the Royal Oak 
Community School, which 
now resides at that site.

Having spent some time 
around the site of the hospi-
tal, we have really noticed 
what a truly wonderful area 
it is, rich in history and at-
tachment to NOTL.

The children are so 
enriched in the community 
with outdoor walks, lunch at 
local restaurants, fundrais-
ers and really enjoying the 
area for all its spender.

Our daughter would love 
to consider relocating closer 
to the school, but is waiting 
for the outcome of the 176 

Wellington site as many 
young families are.

The Burton Founda-
tion is offering this city an 
incredible gift at no cost to 
the taxpayers and a sustain-
able long-term lease model 
supported by philanthropic 
investment and diversifi ed 
revenue streams.

50,000 square feet of ver-
satile space including Royal 
Oak, junior kindergarten to 
Grade 8, daycare, perfor-
mance and rehearsal areas, 
exhibition spaces, various 

arts, heritage and space for 
cultural groups.

They even have approx. 
250 parking spots as part 
of a balanced approach to 
accommodate both resident 
and visitor.

On March 24, this in-
credible opportunity was 
snubbed and a new design 
from who, not sure, took the 
front stage in chambers.

$200,000 will be spent 
to further refi ne this new 
design, which is primarily a 
parking garage two to three 

storeys with 150 parking 
spots and 13,000 square feet 
of community space. The 
price tag for us taxpayers: 
up to $19 million with a 
potential revenue stream of 
$1.1 million per year.

Why would council put 
$200,000 into this when 
the Burton Foundation 
has been knocking on the 
door, yelling from the roof 
top for over four years 
just for the opportunity to 
participate in a request for 
proposal?

I’m worried the refi ne-
ment of this design will 
make it impossible for the 
Burton Foundation to sub-
mit a request for proposal 
because the perimeters and 
direction will be so differ-
ent.

This doesn’t seem logical, 
so what information are we 
missing or not being told?

Thank you for your atten-
tion to this most important 
matter to NOTL.

Heather Campagnola
NOTL

Dear editor:
Niagara-on-the-Lake is 

one of the most historically 
signifi cant communities in 
Canada. The fi rst capital of 
Upper Canada. Its heritage 
is what makes this town 
worth living in, visiting and 
investing in.

Development and progress 
are possible here. The ques-
tion has always been how to 
do so in a way that honours 
what makes this community 
irreplaceable. 

When the Town of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake approved 
the demolition of the Royal 
George Theatre, a 1915 
historic site at the heart 
of our designated heritage 
conservation district, resi-
dents were told there was 
no other option.

The building was failing. 
Preservation was not viable. 
Demolition was the only 
path forward. 

What that record shows is 
that the most fundamental 
question was never an-
swered before a demolition 
permit was issued. 

Could the Royal George 
have been preserved, mod-

ernized and expanded to 
meet every goal the Shaw 
Festival identifi ed, within the 
rules that exist to protect our 
heritage district, at what cost?

Industry standard sug-
gests the answer is yes. 

The engineering evidence 
before staff and council 
was commissioned after 
the new design was already 
complete. A bit of a carriage 
before the horse. It found 
preservation impractical and 
cost-prohibitive.

No physical testing was 
performed. No engineering 
calculations were performed. 
A visual inspection on a 
single day. When truly deal-
ing with a conservation-fi rst 
analysis under the Ontario 
Heritage Act, you should be 
able to answer those ques-
tions before approval. 

They never were. 
What if someone told you 

the concerns of the existing 
building could be addressed 
for roughly $2 to $4 million, 
according to Ontario indus-
try standard rates?

What if someone told you 
the full preservation, mod-
ernization and expansion for 

accessibility, zero carbon, 
everything proposed, could 
be done for $35 to $55 
million or at most the same 
$90 million. Is the building 
worth preserving? 

The question was never 
asked. Never proposed. 
The approval process never 
produced this analysis. Our 
community never had the 
opportunity to weigh what 
was possible against what 
was proposed. 

Amendments are only 
supposed to be used when 
conforming is not possible. 
What if someone told you 
that conformity was pos-
sible? That the offi cial plan 
didn’t need to be amended? 
That the existing rules deliv-
er a preserved or completely 
new development to conform 
with the rest of Queen Street 
and still fulfi ll every need? 

A thorough, transpar-
ent process explains itself. 
Residents of a heritage com-
munity deserve nothing less. 

This is what led my 
company to stand up for 
residents. The Divisional 
Court raised serious legal 
questions worth answering 

before dismissing on stand-
ing. The town called that 
full vindication. 

That is not what the deci-
sion says. 

A full vindication 
wouldn’t have serious 
legal questions worth 
answering. It wouldn’t have 
seven grounds for appeal. 
It wouldn’t have the Royal 
George still protected with 
an undertaking while the 
Court of Appeal decides. Is 
that full vindication? 

The questions raised 
matter far beyond Niagara-
on-the-Lake. Ontario has 
over 100 designated heritage 
conservation districts. This 
affects every heritage  com-
munity in this province. 

Development, growth and 
progress will always be part 
of this community’s story. 
The question has always 
been whether we do it in 
a way that honours what 
makes Niagara-on the-Lake 
worth protecting.

That question deserved 
a better answer than it 
received. 

Nicholas Colaneri
NOTL

Andorlie Hillstrom
Special to The Lake Report 

For years, I have watched 
children walk into our 
small space in Virgil, 
unsure of themselves. 
Some are quiet. Some are 
anxious. Some don’t quite 
know where they fi t.

And then something hap-
pens. They step into a role. 
They fi nd their voice. They 
stand a little taller. They 
begin to see themselves dif-
ferently.

This is the work of the Yel-
low Door Theatre Project.

Over the years, I have 
seen children who could 
barely speak above a whis-
per take the stage with con-
fi dence. I have seen friend-
ships form across schools 

and communities. I have 
seen young people discover 
a sense of belonging that 
stays with them long after 
the fi nal curtain.

Some have gone on 
to perform profession-
ally, including at the Shaw 
Festival. Many more carry 
these experiences into their 
lives in quieter but equally 
meaningful ways.

The children come from 
Niagara Falls, St. Catha-
rines, Virgil, St. Davids 
— from across the Niagara 
Peninsula. They come be-
cause they want to be part 
of something. They come 
because they are curious, 
or shy, or full of energy, or 
searching for confi dence.

They come, and they 
grow.

What we have built is an 
incubator for young people. 
Not just for performance, 
but for confi dence, creativ-
ity and self-expression.

We have done this with 
very little.

So, I often ask myself — 
what would be possible if 
we had a space that matched 
the potential of the children 
we serve? A space where we 
could welcome more par-
ticipants. A space designed 
for rehearsal, learning, and 
performance. A space that 
signals to young people that 
what they are doing matters.

176 Wellington offers that 
possibility.

This beloved building 
gives us an opportunity to 
invest in the next generation 
— to create a place where 

children from across this 
region can come together, 
learn, create, and grow.

The children are already 
here. The need is already 
here. The work is already 
happening.

What is missing is a per-
manent home.

As decisions are made 
about the future of 176 Wel-
lington, I hope there is room 
to consider what it could 
mean for young people in 
this community to have 
a place that refl ects their 
potential.

Because I see that po-
tential every day. And it 
deserves a space to grow.

Andorlie Hillstrom is the 
artistic director of Yellow 
Door Theatre Project in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Burton Foundation’s community vision for old hospital snubbed

The question that was never asked of Shaw

We need a home for young voices at 176 Wellington St.

Dear editor,
It is quite obvious and 

logical that the old hospital 
should be used for medi-
cal purposes to benefi t a 
local community. It was 
designed and built as a 
hospital.

Local residents have been 
cared for in the past: my 
mother-in-law who lived on 
Victoria, a friend who lived 
on Johnson. Treatments may 
have been limited, but the 
care was not.

At the last grab for a 

commercial use, Margarita 
Howe and her group were 
very active and vocal in 
their efforts to “save our 
sick.” Unfortunately, it was 
only partially successful.

The large modern hospital 
beds are blocked by elderly 
patients who have nowhere 
else to go.

Let’s use the old hospital 
as a residence for the people 
who are unwanted in mod-
ern hospital care.

Cynthia Rand
NOTL

Let the old hospital 
maintain its purpose: 
Helping the sick

Yellow Door Theatre Project founder Andorlie Hillstrom 
says the town should leap to accept a proposal for the old 
hospital that offers space for our children to fl ourish.

The Lake Report  welcomes your lett ers to the editor. 
Please, write early and oft en. Lett ers ideally should be 
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer lett ers may 
be published. All lett ers may be edited for conciseness, 
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full 
name, street address and a daytime telephone number 
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and 
general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be 
published. Send your lett ers to editor@niagaranow.com 
or drop them by our offi  ce at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

We welcome your letters
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#1 Realtor in Niagara on the Lake since 2021 *transactions and volume

$1,000,000,000 in Real Estate Sold in Niagara

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND 
OPERATED

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484
OVER $1 
BILLION 
IN REAL 
ESTATE 
SOLD 
SINCE 
2006

TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484
Greg has recently LISTED/SOLD 
these beautiful homes in your area!

If you would like to know what your 
home is worth, call Greg  today for a 
Free Home Evaluation.

107 Millpond Rd  - $1,999,999 by Evan McCaughey

3 Fedorkow Lane,  Niagara on the Lake - $2,250,000

358C Martindale Rd, St. Catharines - $2,999,500

4009 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie - $999,000 380 Nassau, Niagara on the Lake - Asking $2,500,0003 Summerhayes,  Niagara on the Lake - $930,000

12 Pinot Trail,  Niagara on the Lake - $850,000

433 Four Mile Creek Rd, Niagara on the Lake -$3,888,000

3 Blackbird St, Niagara on the Lake - $889,500

$30,0
00 ov

er as
king

over
askin

g

JUST 
LISTE

D

13 Wilberforce -  $575,000 by Evan McCaughey

by Evan McCaughey

1559 York Rd, Niagara on the Lake - $2,450,000

JUST 
LISTE

D
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Last issue’s answers
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Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Farm honkers (5)
4. Declares formally (9)
10. High-pitched fl ute (4)
11. Happening together (10)
12. Safe stores (6)
13. Casual tops (1-6)
14. W W II turning point (1-3)
16. Lowest-value chessmen (5)
19. Deciduous timber trees (4)
20. Cloth colourist (4)
22. Portable music players (5)
24. Deep voice (4)
25. May contain peas or beans, for 
example (4,3)
26. Shows broadcast again (6)
29. Mental analysis (10)
30. Woodwind instrument (4)
31. Graceless (9)
32. Up (5)
Down
2. My Fair Lady --- Doolittle (5)
3. Author of “Ozymandias” (7)
5. Tolled (4)
6. Consecutive parts of a meal (7)
7. International carrier (7)
8. Frequently (4,5)
9. Misbehaves (4,2)
15. Rainless months (3,6)
17. Egyptian cobra (3)
18. Indicate agreement (3)
21. Profoundly different (7)
22. Household chore (7)
23. Wanders away (6)
24. Obtains temporarily (7)
27. Model --- Campbell (5)
28. Stupefy (4)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!

###11111#1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,219,900                                                                                           

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

16 MILLS LANE
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,703 SQ. FT.

$1,174,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,198,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE
2+1 BED • 2 BATH • 1,104 SQ. FT.

$925,000

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi  Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi  Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†

Page 20



April 9, 2026

FEATURED

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

With daytime tempera-
tures sometimes hovering 
well below zero some days, 
it’s hard to imagine how 
local squirrels, birds, rac-
coons and coyotes manage 
to survive without shelter.

Based on footprints in the 
snow, several raccoons and 
perhaps a ground hog shel-
ter under my snow covered 
back deck.

And as with springs 
before, new offspring will 
soon emerge — a testament 
to survival of the group, if 
not all family members.

Most survive by fi nding 
just enough shelter, shared 
body heat and food to get 
by, and for some species 
like bears, even slowing 
down their metabolism.

One of my favorite books 
is “Cro-Magnon,” written 
by Brian Fagan, professor 
emeritus of anthropology at 
the University of California. 
Here he imagines a group 
of modern humans huddled 
together in midwinter a long 
time ago.

“Czech Republic, mid-
winter, 35,000 years ago, 
huddled together around a 

blazing hearth under a rock 
shelter’s over-hang; the band 
is swathed in furs inside the 
hide-tent pitched against the 
back wall. Children snuggle 
up against their parents. 
Outside the temperature 
is well below zero. Inside 
it’s just above freezing, 
but smoke hovers near the 
smoke hole high overhead. 
Most of the small band are 
young, the older ones in 
their early 20s.”

He continues: “One man 
stands out, his weathered 
face visible under his parka 
hood. He is older; one arm 
stiff from a hunting accident 
long ago and his expres-
sion conveys the wisdom of 
years. He is a storyteller, a 
mentor for the band. He tells 
of the ancient days when the 
world came into being, cre-
ated by intelligent common 
place animals. In time, these 
animals fashioned not only 
rocks and valleys, rivers 
and forest, but also human 
beings, men and women. 
The elder speaks for hours, 
his voice rising and falling 
as he pauses for emphasis, 
gestures dramatically or 
describes the character of a 
human or an animal.”

In those two paragraphs, 
Fagan, an experienced 
anthropologist, imagines 
what life might have been 
like for small bands of 
modern humans in the dead 
of winter. It was clearly very 
cold, but everyone was well-
dressed, huddled together 
and mesmerized by a sha-
man holding forth with their 

shared creation story.
One thing made survival 

possible: fi re.
This brings up the ques-

tion of when and how 
humans and our ancestors 
created and controlled fi re 
on demand.

There’s no shortage of 
YouTube videos on how to 
survive in the outdoors in 
the winter, which involve 
creating shelters from 
whatever’s nearby such as 
branches or whole trees and 
a fi re to keep them warm, 
dry their clothes and cook 
their food.

But however tough it 
looks, most outdoors 
experts bring a saw, axe 
and large, well-honed 
knives with them, as well as 
matches or a lighter to start 
a fi re.

A meticulous study from 
December last year of how 
neanderthals controlled fi re 
as early as 400,000 years 
ago in east England was 
reported in Nature. What 
the investigators discovered 
was a site where fi res had 
been created on demand 
by striking fl int with pyrite 
(also called fool’s gold) to 

generate sparks and thus 
ignite wood.

This gave them mastery 
over fi re and the means to 
stay warm and cook their 
food. The reason for choos-
ing the site was a nearby 
watering hole that attracted 
game, a real plus and reason 
enough for neanderthals to 
occupy the site off and on 
over many generations.

The ability to create fi re 
on demand was a huge 
evolutionary step, because 
cooking breaks down meat 
and other foodstuffs, mak-
ing them easier to digest and 
extract more dietary benefi ts 
from their food.

Sitting around a fi re is 

also a social activity, not 
doubt prompting story-
telling as Fagan imagined 
in his account. Fire is also a 
good way to keep predators 
at bay, a real plus with the 
likes of cave bears and lions 
around and even sharing the 
same cave.

If controlled fi re was a 
huge plus for neanderthals 
400,000 years ago, how far 
back does controlled fi re go?

There’s some evidence that 
homo erectus, a million years 
ago or more, used fi re, but 
prompts the question: how?

Pyrite, though a common 
enough mineral worldwide, 
was not common at the site 
studied but was probably 
transported — perhaps 
traded from the nearest site 
40 miles away.

One hypothesis suggests 
that early hominins such 
as erectus didn’t create fi re 
but took advantage of fi res 
generated by lightning. That 
makes no sense to me.

Sure, it’s possible that 
some early hominins took 
advantage of natural fi res 

to create their own and kept 
the latter going by adding 
fl ammable material, but 
lightning as a source of fi re, 
any place I’ve been, is rare.

Hominins needed a 
way of generating fi re on 
demand, if not by striking 
fl int with pyrite as many 
aboriginal groups do, then 
by rubbing sticks together 
to create enough friction to 
trigger a fi re. Even YouTube 
illustrates that method.

But nix to the idea of 
lightning as a source, 
although lightning is a com-
mon way of triggering forest 
fi res under dry conditions.

On another note, Fagan’s 
second paragraph describes 
what he sometimes wit-
nessed in his travels through 
Africa: shamans enthrall-
ing audiences with creation 
stories.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

Fire was key to evolution — where did it come from?

Page 21

It’s a bird, it’s 
a plane, no … 
it’s an airship!
Before the Hindenburg disaster (1937), 

airships were seen as the future of long-
distance travel by both the military and 
civilian governments. In 1926, Canada 
agreed to construct an airship base in 
Quebec to support transatlantic fl ights 
from Europe. In the summer of 1930, to 
demonstrate the viability of transatlantic 
commercial airship service, the British 
R-100 left Britain on a three-day journey 
across the Atlantic, arriving in Sait-Hubert, 
Q.B., to great fanfare. After minor repairs, 
it embarked on a two-day publicity tour 
over southern Ontario and the Niagara 
Peninsula, where the photographer captured 
this image. NOTL MUSEUM
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Elisabeth RedikopMartin Hefferon
REDIKOP, Elisabeth (Liz) —
It is with heavy hearts we share the 

passing of Elisabeth (Liz) Alida Redikop 
(nee Booi). She passed peacefully at 
Greater Niagara General Hospital, on 
Friday, April 3, 2026, at the age of 86. 
Born on May 19, 1939, in Dordrecht, 
Holland and journeyed to Canada with 
her family by boat, arriving on her 13th 
birthday in 1952. She met her one and 
only love Jacob (Jake) and they married 

in 1959. Together they raised their three girls and settled in Queenston, 
Ontario and were married for 66 years. Loving mother of Deberah 
Ruddy (John Girvan), Nancy Jenkins (Tim) and Lisa Merlino (Rich). 
Cherished Nanny of Sara Ruddy (Joe Kenney), John Jenkins (Vanessa), 
Brian Jenkins, Thomas Jenkins, Tyler Merlino, Jesse Merlino, Stephanie 
Merlino (Chad Maurice), and Great Nanny of Jacob and Connor 
Jenkins.  Dear sister of Arie Booi (Pearl), and Norman Booi (Christine), 
and sister-in-law of Barb Booi and Adolf Menge. She will be fondly 
remembered by many nieces, nephews, and friends.  Predeceased by 
her grandson Shane Ruddy (2006), siblings; Joe Booi, Emma Walker 
(Eugene), Nick Booi, Alida Menge, Arina Howse (Ron), Dieny Kidd 
(Ken), Len Booi and Joanne Booi. Special thanks to Para-Med PSWs 
Summer, Carol, Anob, Kendra, Sue and Michelle for their kind and 
compassionate care. Thank you to the Doctors and staff at GNGH, 
special thanks to Shelby, Belinda, and Shawn. The family will receive 
friends at Patterson Funeral Home, 6062 Main St., Niagara Falls on 
Sunday, April 12, 2026, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.  Memorial service will 
take place in the chapel at 1 p.m., and for those that cannot attend in 
person, please join through livestream, either through the funeral home 
website or the direct link,  https://funeraweb.tv/en/diffusions/122518

  As expressions of sympathy, donations to Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Palliative Care and Wellness through their website www.notlpc.com or 
via e-transfer to notlpc@bellnet.ca , would be appreciated by the family. 

Memories photos and condolences may be made 
at www.pattersonfuneralhome.com.

HEFFERON, Martin — 
November 9, 1947 – April 2, 2026
It is with profound sadness that the family of Martin (“Marty”) announces 

his peaceful passing on April 2nd, 2026, at St. Catharines Hospital, Ontario, 
Canada, aged 78.

Born in Dublin in 1947, Martin began his career as an accountant 
in Dublin and later in London, before he and his beloved wife Nessa 
(McGuire) emigrated to Toronto in 1976. There, he built a distinguished 
career spanning four decades in the commercial insurance industry, serving 
as President of Biggs, Evans, Phillips & Martin Insurance Brokers, and later 
acquiring North City Insurance, a brokerage he nurtured into a thriving 

agency. His sharp business instincts, tireless work ethic, and steady confi dent energy earned him the deep 
respect of all who knew him, and he was a mentor to many.

Martin possessed a brilliant mind with remarkable breadth across business, history, geography, and 
politics, and his opinions were always well-informed and delivered with courtesy. He was the kind of man 
who gave you his time and genuinely wanted to know something about you – a refl ection of his caring nature 
and the integrity he possessed.

A generous and altruistic man, Martin quietly helped many. From volunteering with disadvantaged 
youth in Dublin at seventeen, to supporting the blind, to helping newcomers to Canada, his generosity was 
never performed – it was simply who he was. For over 12 years he served as a board director and steadfast 
supporter of Developing Scholars, an English-language school for disadvantaged children in Guatemala, 
offering wise counsel and tangible support to its students.

Martin retained lifelong ties to Ireland, and his love of Irish music and song was well known to all who heard 
him sing. He had an insatiable passion for rugby, playing on the Senior Cup team at St. Mary’s College Rugby 
Club and winning the fi nal in 1963. He also enjoyed golf, skiing with his family, and summers spent in Ireland, 
and cherished his annual gatherings with his fi ve brothers across Europe. On retirement, he and Nessa made 
their home in Niagara-on-the-Lake, where he would never miss a sunset from the porch overlooking the lake.

Above all, Martin was a devoted and loving husband to Nessa for 51 years, and a loving father to Nischa, 
Conor, and Ciara.

He is sadly missed by his brothers Liam, Tom (Jean), Michael (Catherine), Colm (Maureen), and John 
(Maeve), and by his many beloved nieces and nephews in Ireland, Canada, and Australia.

Following cremation, Martin’s ashes will be returned to Dublin for a funeral service and interment in the 
McGuire family plot in Bunnanadden, Co. Sligo. Funeral arrangements will be announced at a later date.

Donations in memory of Martin may be directed to The Princess Margaret Cancer Foundation at https://
thepmcf.ca/ways-to-give/memory/

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal.

Obituaries
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496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NEW LISTING - HALF A MILLION IN UPGRADES, ¾ ACRE ESTATENEW LISTING - HALF A MILLION IN UPGRADES, ¾ ACRE ESTATENEW LISTING - HALF A MILLION IN UPGRADES, ¾ ACRE ESTATE

Passionate to be of service
We offer a 24/7 open line of communication

Several testimonials and 5 star reviews

Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local
Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over
6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the
GTA for 10 years**)
Angelika previously owned a highly successful
marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20
years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big
banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

14894 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY

WELCOME TO YOUR HISTORICAL ESTATE COMPLETE WITH TENNIS COURT, 40 FT IN-GROUND HEATED SWIMMING POOL,
POOL HOUSE, & LARGE OUTDOOR WOOD BURNING STONE FIREPLACE

FREE HOME EVALUATION!FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE HHHHOOOOMMMMEEEE EEEEVVVVAAAALLLLUUUUAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN!!!!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!CCCCAAAALLLLLLLL OOOORRRR TTTTEEEEXXXXTTTT AAAANNNNGGGGEEEELLLLIIIIKKKKAAAA TTTTOOOODDDDAAAAYYYY!!!!

FREE HOME EVALUATION!
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!

1 - 139 GLENDALE AVENUE, ST CATHARINES 21 TULIP TREE ROAD

*Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024 **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS*

Respected by colleagues and
community
Over 12 years of real estate business
Knowledge in all aspects of real
properties (waterfront, residential,
agricultural, commercial and leases)
Up to date on Mortgage trends and
state of economy, strategy to sell
Contribution to charities
Your property is advertised on all 23
Real Estate boards in Ontario plus
globally listed in over 200 countries

Free packing of your house / estate
cleanup/decluttering services***
World class videography, photos and
drone footage, high quality hard cover
print brochures & advertising in print
media
Large social media presence and
extensive unique marketing techniques
Your property will be globally listed
gaining world wide exposure and will be
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario
Home renovation experience
Help Elderly Relocate

$1,799,000$1,799,000$1,799,000

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

*
TOP RATED AGENT INTTTTOOOOPPPP RRRRAAAATTTTEEEEDDDD AAAAGGGGEEEENNNNTTTT IIIINNNN

NNIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!NNNNNNNNIIIIAAAAGGGGAAAARRRRAAAA----OOOONNNN----TTTTHHHHEEEE----LLLLAAAAKKKKEEEE!!!!
TOP RATED AGENT IN

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE!

CALL ANGELIKA =
CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA (289) 214-4394

TMSOLD!

FABULOUS NEW
PRICE - INCREDIBLEE

VALUE!

FABULOUS NEW
PRICE - INCREDIBLE

VALUE!

$899,000$899,000$899,000 $1,199,000$1,199,000$1,199,000ULTRA-PRIVATE LUXURYY
BUNGALOW IN

EXCLUSIVE 6-UNIT
ENCLAVE!

ULTRA-PRIVATE LUXURY
BUNGALOW IN

EXCLUSIVE 6-UNIT
ENCLAVE!

STUNNING UPSCALE
LUXURY BUNGALOW

WITH DOUBLE GARAGE

STUNNING UPSCALE
LUXURY BUNGALOW

WITH DOUBLE GARAGE

OPEN HOUSE - SATURDAY APRIL 11OPEN HOUSE - SATURDAY APRIL 11 2:00 - 4:00 PM2:00 - 4:00 PMOPEN HOUSE - SATURDAY APRIL 11 2:00 - 4:00 PM OPEN HOUSE - SUNDAY APRIL 12OPEN HOUSE - SUNDAY APRIL 12 2:00 - 4:00 PM2:00 - 4:00 PMOPEN HOUSE - SUNDAY APRIL 12 2:00 - 4:00 PM

OVER 2,600 SQFT
NEWLY RENOVATEDD
OVER 2,600 SQFT

NEWLY RENOVATED
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