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Residents

House tour aims to raise $200K

Annual Rotary fundraiser opens NOTL homes for people to visit

want to see
community
use for old
hospital

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A new report prepared for
the Town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake shows that its residents
favour uses that serve the
community — and reject
commercial ones — for the
former hospital site at 176
Wellington St.

From July to November,
the town heard from more
than 800 people through
an online survey, a work-
shop, community boards,

a community walk, three
public information sessions,
a meeting with Royal Oak
Community School and
engagement with Missis-
saugas of the Credit First
Nation and Six Nations of
the Grand River.

On Tuesday, council ac-
cepted a report presented by
project lead Denise Horne
of NPG Planning Solutions
Inc. that pulls together those
results. Staff plan to return
in January with redevelop-
ment options.

People most often sup-

A Vlctorlan candlelight Christmas at the McArthur Estate on Sunday after the Holiday House Tour included a serious charcuterie spread.
The annual event raises money for charities and this year raised $200K which will go back into the community. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Andrew Hawlitzky | The Lake Report

On Dec. 5 and 6, new and old
houses opened across town, plus
ticketed evening events at the
MacArthur Estate, with organiz-
ers aiming to reach $200,000 for
local community projects, the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Rotary
Holiday House Tour brought
thousands of ticket holders into
seven decorated homes while
raising hundreds of thousands
of dollars for charities at its 26th
annual weekend event.

expansion, youth programs and
international aid.

The Holiday House Tour has
raised more than $1.5 mil-
lion since it began, including
$260,000 in ticket sales last year,
with $230,000 going directly to

charity. Committee members

estimate that about 3,500 general

tour tickets were sold this year.
“This will be our best year;

it’s also about 90 percent of the

Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 2

NOTL teens run away with all-American titles at U.S. race

Those results earned
the two NOTL boys all-
American honours, a prized

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

the prestigious U.S. cross-
country running national
championships last Saturday.

The pair were among
more than 250 runners who
competed in the 13-14 age

on the race course, Bayne, a
student at Crossroads Public
School, led all his team-

Simpson, who attends St.
Michael Catholic School,
was 13th in a time of

They trained, they ran,
they conquered.

Two Niagara-on-the-Lake
teens helped lead their track
club to a first-place finish at

@%5 REGENALIFE

As well, Ben Bayne and
Luke Simpson, both 13, cap-
tured individual all-Amer-
ican honours with their
stellar race performances.

group’s four-kilometre run
at the Amateur Athletic
Union’s Cross-country Na-
tionals in Knoxville, Tenn.
Battling muddy conditions

mates and finished third
overall, in a time of 13:44.3.
He was just 16 seconds
behind the overall winner, a
14-year-old from Texas.

14:07.3.

However, among the
13-year-old runners, Bayne
was second and Simpson
was eighth.

recognition bestowed upon
the top eight finishers in
each age group, coach Steve

Continued on Page 18
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Al-Powered Screening Available in Niagara
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7 SIMPSON’S

Pharmacy: 905-468-2121 |

Apothecary: 905-468-8400 |

Join us for monthly Customer Appreciation Days:

Every 3rd Wednesday of the Month
Customers 60+: Every last Thursday of the Month

www.simpsonspharmacy.ca

ST MARK'S
CHRISTMAS
SSRV/ICSS

Christmas Eve Service

4:30p.m.- Christmas carols and
_ festive organ music
# 5:00p.m.- Festive Sung Eucharist

Christmas Day Service
10:30a.m.- Festive Sung Eucharist

Everyone is welcome!
St. Mark’s Anglican Church
41'Byron St.; NOTL

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

© 110-225 RICARDO STREET |
$1,299,000

Thomas Elltoft & Weston Miller

12 STONERIDGE CRESCENT
$1,599,999

Randall Armstrong
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514 KING STREET
$1,399,000

Thomas Elltoft

Christopher Bowron***
Kim Elltoft**.
Randall Armstrong

905-380-8011

905-327-6704
905-651-2977

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205

Nicole Vanderperk*
Viviane Elltoft* ...
Thomas Elltoft* .

Continued from Front Page

ported housing for an
aging population, medi-
cal services, educational
uses, parking, parks and
open space and community
facilities, while retail and
restaurants ranked lowest.
The report says the site’s
size could accommodate a
mix of compatible uses.

But no matter what,
anything built must fit the
neighbourhood, respect the
area’s historic character and
not add to parking or traffic
issues, residents say.

The report says the site is
one of the town’s few large
parcels of land in Old Town
designated for open space
and community facilities
and zoned institutional, and
should not be redesignated
to residential until other
community use options are
explored.

When council accepted
the report, it also endorsed
consultants’ advice to keep
that status in place while
community uses are evalu-
ated.

Four recommendations
were given to the town: set
a planning timeline, look
at which uses are feasible,
identify possible community

75 PAFFARD STREET
$1,165,000

Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk

7 CANNERY DRIVE
$995,000

Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk

; g = — ‘" .. 5
8 CLARENCE STREET
$945,000

Jane Elltoft

905-941-4585
. 905-988-7494
. 905-380-8012

*** Broker of Record

Project lead Denise Horne of NPG Planning Solutions

Inc. outlines residents’ call for seniors’ housing and other
community uses — and their firm opposition to commercial
development — at the former hospital. PAIGE SEBURN

** Broker

246 Four Mile Creek Road 905-262-6996

partners and follow guiding
principles to help council
make decisions.

At the meeting, Coun.
Wendy Cheropita said
paying off the remaining
debt on the property, find-
ing a parking solution and
protecting Royal Oak Com-
munity School should all be
considered.

She also emphasized
architectural compatibil-
ity and maintaining green
space, saying any future
plan “doesn’t have to be one

"4 PARADISE GROVE

$729,000

Christopher Bowron & Nicole Vanderperk

22 ANNMARIE DRIVE

$1,039,000

Randall Armtrong

$2,500,000

Viviane Elltoft

Jane Elltoft**
Cheryl Carmichael*
Weston Miller*

* Sales Representative

www.notlrealty.com

905-988-8776
. 905-941-0276
289-213-8681

thing” and could combine
multiple ideas.

Coun. Maria Mavridis
questioned how many Royal
Oak students walk to school
— details staff said it would
bring back as part of the
January options.

Wiens, meanwhile,
pressed staff on whether it
was prepared to bring rede-
velopment options forward
next month — a timeline
staff said it could meet.

The online survey showed
the most support for seniors’

T

Residents reject commercial use for hospital

housing, although hous-

ing also drew significant
opposition. Almost 80 per
cent of the respondents were
over 54 years old and most
live in Old Town, with a
majority saying new uses
should primarily benefit
permanent residents rather
than tourists.

At a workshop, par-
ticipants called the site a
gateway and said new uses
must fit the area and not
worsen parking and a neigh-
bourhood walk highlighted
the importance of the
streetscape, trees and open
lawn areas.

At the public sessions,
people noted the limited
number of schools in town
and showed little interest in
private development, res-
taurants, community hubs,
a library and commercial
uses.

The report said Royal
Oak Community School
confirmed the site supports
its needs and “provides
a unique environment in
which students can benefit
from the many assets in Old
Town.” Indigenous com-
munities also asked to stay
involved, especially around
archeological matters.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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185 FOUR MILE CREEK

$1,695,000
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Thomas Elltoft & Ricky Watson

$2,500/month

I Ricky Watson*
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Patricia Atherton*
Socratis Kosmidis* .
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Socratis Kosmidis
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Irish Harp decision delayed as town
wonders what to do about patios

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

As Niagara-on-the-Lake
ends the temporary patio
program it introduced five
years ago to help restaurants
during the pandemic, it’s
now uncertain what will
happen with one Old Town
business’s bid to keep its
patio for good.

On Tuesday, council
voted to defer a decision
on whether to allow the
Irish Harp on King Street
to make its temporary patio
permanent.

The delay gives the
town time to review staff’s
recommendation to refuse
the pub’s offer to pay about
$436,000 in cash-in-lieu to
take over six parking spaces
for its patio and short-term
rental units.

Couns. Wendy Cheropita
and Andrew Niven said they
want staff to examine an
option that would grant the
Irish Harp three parking
spaces for its patio, but not
the three tied to its rental
units.

“I was grateful that they
were looking back into it
and that council was asking
the town to look into a way
that we could find a viable
solution,” said Irish Harp
owner Jovie Joki.

Niven asked for the matter
to return at the planning
committee of the whole
meeting on Feb. 7 in the
new year. Joki said it will
come back for discussion
that day.

Staff recommended
rejecting the cash-in-lieu
proposal due to Old Town’s
already limited parking and
“outstanding concerns” for
the safety of the residents.

Staff warned that if the
spaces were removed, de-
livery trucks would need to
park elsewhere, potentially
affecting road safety.

The Irish Harp was previ-
ously permitted to extend
its front patio over parking

Irish Harp owner Jovie Joki
says she wanted the town’s
temporary patio program
to keep going until it found
a solution. PAIGE SEBURN

spaces in 20009.

The temporary patio pro-
gram ends Dec. 31, which
will mean all businesses op-
erating a temporary patio,
many of which are concen-
trated in NOTL’s downtown
core, will need to take down
their patios.

Town communications
co-ordinator Marah Minor
said so far, only the Irish
Harp and one other Old
Town business have ap-
plied to make their patios
permanent.

The owners of the Olde
Angel Inn and neighbour-
ing properties are seeking
approval to make the inn’s
patio and two existing cot-
tage rentals permanent.

Their application, pre-
sented at a public meeting
last Tuesday, covers three
buildings at 224 and 226
Regent St. and 42 Market
St., and would retain the
two parking spaces associ-
ated with the rentals.

“This is simply to permit
what’s already existing,”
said Lichheng Lim, a senior
planner with NPG Planning
Solutions representing ap-
plicant Keith Turner, during
a November open house.

Turner told The Lake
Report the zoning change is
a “natural” step.

“The patio area cur-
rently being used for the
Angel Inn is zoned com-
mercial and a patio is an
allowable use,” he said in

an email. “Our custom-

ers have enjoyed it for the
last four years. We are not
looking to increase capac-
ity, so increase(ing) parking
shouldn’t be an issue.

“We’re looking forward to
welcoming customers back
to the patio next season.”

Not everyone in Old Town
agrees.

Gina Angelakopoulos,
who owns the Epicurean
restaurant on Queen Street
with her husband, John,
spoke against the Irish Harp
and Olde Angel’s plans
council meetings on Dec. 2
and Dec. 9.

The Epicurean operates a
patio on its property.

“Staff have been clear and
consistent in identifying
that this request represents
a significant loss of required
parking and the surround-
ing area cannot absorb the
impacts,” she said Tuesday.

In an interview last week,
Gina said she is glad to see
the temporary program
ending and opposes making
any patios permanent. She
and John cited heritage con-
cerns — John said it would
“change the look of the
town” — as well as safety
issues such as exceeding
capacity limits.

They also view the situa-
tion as an issue of fairness.

“We followed the rules,”
John said. “Those people,
they break the rules. That’s
the difference.”

Previously, the town
began studying what a per-
manent patio program might
look like. However, on Feb.
25, council voted to end the
temporary patio program at
the end of this year and halt
work on a permanent patio
program.

The motion to end the
patio program directed staff
to report back on budget,
timing and boundaries for
a Queen Street master sec-
ondary plan, which would
consider the future of patios
in the heritage district.

Kim and Scott Gauld,

owners of Sunset Grill,
installed their patio in 2020
under the temporary pro-
gram. They support making
patios like those at the Olde
Angel Inn and the Irish
Harp permanent, but are
frustrated by how the town
is ending the program.

“My biggest disappoint-
ment is the process that led
to the program’s conclu-
sion,” said Kim Gauld.

She noted during the Feb.
25 meeting, staff shared a
report that addressed issues
with the existing program
— including options for an-
nual fees, design guidelines
and steps toward a perma-
nent approach.

Instead, she said, the town
hit pause on this work.

“This feels like a deci-
sion made without proper
consideration of the very so-
lutions staff had prepared,”
said Gauld.

How, or whether, patios
might be incorporated in the
future remains unresolved.

Joki said she wishes the
town had not run out the
clock on the temporary
patio program.

“I wish it would have
continued until they found a
better option.”

Short-term options were
discussed at last week’s
committee of the whole
meeting, with Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa asking if a
stopgap should be consid-
ered until the Queen Street
secondary plan is done.
Work on that plan may start
next spring.

Cheropita argued that
the patios are popular and
should continue. Niven
agreed but said the program
needs “enhancements.”

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
said she does not support
extending the program
before the Queen Street plan
is finished. Coun. Gary Bur-
roughs agreed. Coun. Maria
Mavridis said patios are not
the highest priority with one
year left in council’s term.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Human remains identified as Toronto man

Staff
The Lake Report

Police have confirmed
the identity of the human
remains found on the shores
of Lake Ontario in Niagara-
on-the-Lake in August as a
man from Toronto who has
been missing since 2022.

Homicide detectives with
Niagara Regional Police
aren’t releasing the identity
of the victim, at the request

of his family, but say he is
a 24-year-old male from
Toronto who was reported
missing and last seen in
May 2022.

This case remains an ac-
tive investigation by detec-
tives with Niagara police’s
homicide unit, in collabora-
tion with the Toronto Police
Service.

Police are asking anyone
with information to con-
tact them at 905-688-4111,

dial option 3, extension
1009417.

Members of the commu-
nity who wish to provide
information anonymously
can contact Crime Stoppers
of Niagara online or by call-
ing 1-800-222-8477.

A human skull was dis-
covered near Read Road and
the shores of Lake Ontario
on Aug. 31, prompting an
investigation by police, who
ruled the cause of death to

be a homicide. Additional
skeletal remains were recov-
ered from the same area on
Sept. 3.

Police believe the man’s
death occurred sometime
between late 2021 and
spring 2025. Investigators at
the time the remains were
discovered said the case
is “particularly complex”
due to the condition of the
remains, which were recov-
ered in stages.
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CCHC

Bring this ad in for
10% off lunch on any
Monday, Tuesday or

Wednesday in December!

2

' WINE BOUTIQUE
| & TASTING BAR

| Open 7 days a week

Wine tastings
oftered daily
Wulk—ins Welcome for: Wine

| 13&_:3&4:01'1.@5;“

BN
Merry Christmas
& Best Wishes

i —

CPAP AND SLEEP APNEA SUPPLIES
111A Garrison Village Dr., Suite 202

For appointment call 289-868-9212.

i.
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR
FISH FRY THIS YEARI!
LAST FRY OF 2025: DEC. 'TH

FIRST FRY OF 2026: JANUARY 8TH

HANDYMAN HANS CAN

Tree and bush trimming/cutting, junk, furniture,
bush and yard waste removal, home installations
(grab bars, railings, blinds, toilets, lights, fans,
vents, TVs), wall mounting, furniture assembly,
painting, household cleaning, window cleaning,
organizing and hoarding help, repairs (eavestroughs,
windows, screens, taps, caulking), moving services,
holiday decoration setup and takedown.

905-246-1843
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Your local artisan butcher shop
NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

1397 YORK RD. ST. DAVIDS 905-262-8883

The Rotary Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake
sincerely thanks everyone who made
the 26th Annual Holiday House Tour a
success — the McArthur Family & Team,
our sponsors, homeowners, decorators,
volunteers, performers, community
partners, & attendees! We couldn’t do
it without you.¥ Thankyou! ¥

All profits benefit local & international
chavitable organizations.

HazLIDAY
Hze USE
1 if”*‘ UR

Rotary iGg)

Club of Niagara-on-the-Lake

www.niagaraonthelakerotary.ca
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A Christmas present
for Big Brothers Big Sisters

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Niagara received a donation of $10,000 last week
thanks to the NOTL Chamber of Commerce’s group insurance plan. This Christmas
season, insurance broker Jim Garrett is encouraging other NOTL organizations
to step up and help Big Brothers Big Sisters and the children it supports. The
Chamber’s not-for-profit plan lets member businesses purchase affordable
extended health and dental benefits that would otherwise only be available to
larger companies. Garrett Insurance kicked in $5,000 and the Johnston Group in
Winnipeg, which oversees the Chamber plan, matched it. On hand for the cheque
presentation were Bryan Rose, executive director of the Niagara Community
Foundation, Erin Graybiel, executive director of Big Brothers Big Sisters, Jeremy
Garrett, president of the Garrett Group, and Jim Garrett. SUPPLIED

RED ROOF RE'I'REAT S
15TH ANNUAL

OIHS ERUM THE HEART

HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN

RETREAT

Serving children and adults
with special needs since 2000

To donate please visit:
www.redroofretreat.com/
giftsfromtheheart
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Biinaagami map teaches Royal Oak students

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Royal Oak School princi-
pal Julia Murray is delight-
ed to finally use Canadian
Geographic’s Biinaagami
giant floor map after wait-
ing for “many years.”

The 11-by-eight-metre
map lets students take off
their shoes and walk across
a large-scale depiction of
the Great Lakes and St.
Lawrence River.

Biinaagami means “clean
water” in Anishinaabe,
Murray said. The name re-
flects the effort by Canadian
Geographic and the school
to draw attention to environ-
mental issues in the region
while grounding that work
in Indigenous perspectives.

“This felt like a re-
ally good fit for our school,”
Murray said. “Because of
course, we are on the land
of the Haudenosaunee and
Anishinaabe peoples and the
lake is a stone’s throw away.”

AL PRI

The Biinaagami map offers a detailed overview of the
Great Lakes’ watershed — a way to engage its viewers
with themes of environmental stewardship. DAN SMEENK

“How we keep biinaaga-
mi, or clean water, is deeply
important to our way of life,
to animals’ way of life, to
Indigenous people’s way
of life, and that we each
have the ability to have an
impact in creating a better
system and environment
around us.”

Teacher Melissa Smith
brought grades 6 to 8 stu-
dents to the map recently.
They learned about the im-
portance of the Great Lakes

and the role water plays in
sustaining life on Earth.
Students also personal-
ized the lesson by placing
small cones on five of their
favourite places around the
lakes. Many chose spots
in and around Niagara-
on-the-Lake, while others
pointed out Philadelphia
on the map or mentioned
visits to areas near Lake
Superior.
Austin Puffer, a Grade
8 student, said he saw a

similar map before near
Lake Superior. He called
Tuesday’s lesson “fun” and
was particularly excited that
“we got to see big lakes.”

The map includes radio-
wave symbols at 10 loca-
tions, where students can
tap their phones to access
virtual-reality videos. One
shows beluga whales where
the St. Lawrence River
meets the Atlantic Ocean,
highlighting their declining
numbers.

Smith said the walkable,
physical tour of local fresh-
water systems helps make
those lessons memorable.

“This kind of resource
would benefit every single
kid,” she said. “Because 1
think there’s no way five
years down the road these
guys are asked ‘Oh, did you
study the Great Lakes?” and
they would be like ‘No, I
don’t remember.””

Royal Oak School had
the map for two and a half
weeks total.

daniel@niagaranow.com

FREE HOME EVALUATION
* (289) 214 4394 *

CALL ANGELIKA TODAY!

.
%%UXURY REAL ESTATE

- ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD
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Cash-in-lieu parking fee rising to $75.716

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The fee that Niagara-on-
the-Lake property owners
pay when they can’t meet
required parking rules on
their land is going up next
year.

Council has set the 2026
cash-in-lieu of parking rate
at $75,716 per space, a 4.2
per cent increase tied to
national construction cost
trends.

The new rate takes effect
Jan. 1, the day the fee is

updated annually under the
town’s bylaw.

Cash-in-lieu is used when
a property owner is re-
quired to provide a certain
number of parking spaces
under zoning rules but can’t.
Instead of supplying the
spaces, the owner can ask
council for permission to
pay the fee, which the town
places in a reserve for future
parking projects.

A typical example of
this could be a restaurant
wanting to add more indoor
seating, or a hotel looking to
build a few additional guest

rooms. Both uses trigger
higher parking requirements
under the zoning bylaw.

If the property can’t
physically fit the extra
parking spaces on-site, the
owner can apply to pay the
cash-in-lieu fee instead.

A more unique case is
the Irish Harp Pub on King
Street’s current application
to the town.

The pub has three parking
spaces behind the building,
but that area has functioned
as a temporary patio since
2020, when the town cre-
ated a COVID-19 patio

program allowing restau-
rants to use space normally
reserved for parking.

With the temporary pro-
gram ending in December,
the owner wants to keep the
patio permanently, remov-
ing those required spaces
and creating a need for
three more under the town’s
parking rules.

To address that, the owner
has applied to pay cash-in-
lieu for six spaces. Council
has referred the matter to
February for further consid-
eration.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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* Wreath - Box of 7 Floral Cupcakes

e Christmas Crack (Oops, Santa, What
Happened?)

* Blaze or Holly, our Reindeer

e Santa’s Milk and Cookies

¢ Hot Chocolate

* Twisted Candy Cane

e Glitter Dome

¢ Plus Many More!

Last Day To Order: December 20th
Limited Spots Available. Book Early!

Last Day for Delivery: December 23
Last Day for Pick Up: December 24

o erdercupcakesbylaura@gmail.com
@ &cbl.bakery
@) racebook.com/CBLBakery

Town helps businesses after recycling change

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake will
provide short-term relief for
businesses affected by the
region’s move to privatize
non-residential recycling
collection.

On Tuesday, council voted
to offer twice-weekly card-
board collection until Dec.
31, 2026, for 67 businesses
in Old Town’s downtown
designated business area.

The province has shifted
recycling collection to pro-
ducers rather than munici-
palities.

Producers chose not
to collect residential and
non-residential recycling on
the same vehicles, leaving
Niagara Region responsible

for handling non-residential
recycling. The region de-
termined that continuing to
collect it would be prohibi-
tively expensive.

As a result, the privati-
zation of non-residential
recycling begins in Niagara
Region on Jan. 1. Resi-
dential recycling remains
unchanged.

Town treasurer Kyle
Freeborn told council there
are 463 non-residential
properties in NOTL, with
Old Town experiencing the
most “concentrated” impact
of the switch in recycling
collection.

A staff report estimates
the program will cost
just over $63,000, funded
through the municipal ac-
commodation tax. Staff will
return early next year with

options for what to do after
next December.

Councillors broadly sup-
ported the temporary mea-
sure. Coun. Gary Burroughs
said he is concerned about
the long-term consequences
of shifting recycling respon-
sibility to producers.

“The province has rushed
into this,” he said. “There’s
all sorts of problems. People
are going to say “Why re-
cycle? Just throw it out.””

Coun. Erwin Wiens ques-
tioned why the town was
stepping in for Old Town’s
tourist area but not for farm-
ers in rural parts of NOTL.

“Those packing houses
are putting out way more
than what Queen Street is
doing,” he said.

Wiens and Coun. Wendy
Cheropita also raised

concerns about the ongoing
“downloading” of responsi-
bilities from higher levels of
government to municipali-
ties, a trend Wiens said has
persisted the last 30 years.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa,
who also sits on regional
council, said Cheropita was
“off base” in her comments
about downloading. Free-
born responded by explain-
ing how the new collection
system works while noting
the shift toward privatiza-
tion.

Wiens stressed the
temporary nature of the
town’s plan, which is funded
through accommodation tax
revenue.

“It’s applicable in this
situation, but it’s not a solu-
tion,” he said.

daniel@niagaranow.com

Proud to support
local news!
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» MPP Niagara Falls proudly
representing Niagara-on-the-Lake

- © 7L ®905-357-0681

This Christmas Season,

TONYBALDINELLI@PARL.
TONYBALDINELLIMPCA = 90

St. Davids-Queenston United Church

1453 York Rd., St. Davids
www.stdavids-queenstonuc.ca
Minister: Rev. YongSeok Baek

Rental inquiries: 905-262-5242

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.
Also online,

visit our website.

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.
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Rotary House Tour aims for $200K
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dedication continues to have a positive impact
on the community after you are gone.
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« Local businesses and entrepreneurs

« Families in our community

« Preserving NOTL's history E -
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Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com
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fundraising that we get
during the year,” said Jamie
Knight, past president of the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Rotary
Club.

Earlier this fall, the
Rotary Club presented a
$100,000 cheque to the
NOTL Museum’s $10-mil-
lion expansion campaign, of
which most proceeds came
from the holiday tour and a
third fundraising day at the
MacArthur Estate.

Committee chair Carol
Lipsett said planning
stretches across most of
the year, with a core group
of about 20 Rotarians
and roughly 300 commu-
nity volunteers staffing the
homes. Each site needs six
to eight people at a time to
move visitors through from
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. over
the two days.

“We like to have houses
with character. The visitors
really like to see a combina-
tion, so we have both new
and old,” said Lipsett.

She said emails begin
arriving in January from
people asking for next
year’s dates so they can
book accommodation, with
many tourists coming both
from out of town, the U.S.
and some travelling from
Europe.

“I have had people come
in and say they brought
their children, and now they
are bringing their grandchil-
dren,” said Lipsett.

One of Lipsett’s recom-
mended stops this year was
the Music House on Gate
Street, an 1823 building
that once served as the
original Methodist meeting
house, and at one point a
butcher shop.

Inside, visitors were
treated to homeowner
and musician Eric Harry
performing on grand piano,
harpsichord, vintage glass
harmonica and a 1615 viola
da gamba.

“It has been so much fun.
People love the music room
and hearing the instruments.
They have really been en-
joying the experience,” said
Laura Harry, homeowner.

Harry said she and her
husband are new to Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake and saw
the tour as a direct way to
contribute to the town.

On Brock Street, visitors

PHOTO
GALLERY

See more pictures
at niagaranow.com

Top: Inside King's Landing on Ricardo Street, a 1908 home built by John J. Wright. The
room was decorated by Regal Florist & Garden Centre. Bottom: A highlight of the holiday
season for many in Niagara-on-the-Lake is the Rotary Club’s tour of the McArthur Estate,
lavishly decorated by a close-knit team that includes the McArthurs. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

stepped into The Cottage,
a contemporary home with
hickory floors, an oak stair-
case and views of a treed
back garden.

“My wife came to me and
said, Do you know what I
have done? She volunteered
last year and decided to
send in the application. We
have had a lot of fun doing
it,” said homeowner Mark
Brown.

Inside the “BC room,”
guests viewed a working
grandfather clock from
1870, along with a painting
of Rose Cottage in Oakville
that inspired the home’s
exterior.

Although not part of the
daytime ticket this year, the
MacArthur Estate remains
central to Rotary’s holiday
fundraising through sepa-
rate Merry & Bright and
Victorian Candlelight tours.

Owner Brenda MacArthur
said decorating the estate

Complete a hearing test for a
chance to win premium hearing
aids or a $100 gift card’!

Book a FREE hearing test

866-474-5701

starts on Oct. 31 and in-
volves a close-knit team that
returns each year to dress
the house and grounds for

three nights of evening tours.

“We all know that’s the
date that we’re ready to get
everything down from the
barn, and the girls work
with me. We have fun doing
it, lots of laughs, lots of
wine,” said MacArthur.

The Friends of Fort
George also participated
in the MacArthur house
tour. Leading the front of
the tour, teaching guests
about the long history of the
building and its owners, ex-
tending over two centuries.

Local filmmaker Chris-
tine Dore-Scaini is follow-
ing the work behind the
tour with a small documen-
tary project focused on the
MacArthur Estate and the
broader tour.

She and her husband,
director Stefan Scaini,

moved to Niagara-on-the-
Lake from Mississauga and
began filming last year.

“We discovered the event
last year, and Brenda (Ma-
cArthur) said we needed a
behind-the-scenes docu-
mentary because it is so
much fun. That is how it all
started,” said Dore-Scaini.

Scaini has directed films
for Hallmark movies, and
Dore-Scaini is hopeful the
success of the behind-the-
scenes project may raise
interest for a larger docu-
mentary project next year.

Rotary volunteers will
now tally final numbers
before taking the rest of
December off. In January,
the committee plans to re-
view what worked, confirm
next year’s list of homes,
and, if all goes well, watch
Dore-Scaini’s finished film
as they begin planning the
2026 tour.

andrew@niagaranow.com

amplifon

Hearing Care Experts

*See clinic for full details. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer open October 1 - December 31,
2025. Must complete a free hearing test to be eligible to enter. Three monthly winners per prize. Prizes not

exchangeable or redeemable for cash.
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NOTL group steps up alter fire
kills 31 cats at Fort Erie sanctuary

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A Niagara-on-the-Lake
animal rescue fundraising
group is stepping up this
weekend to help Happy
Days Animal Sanctuary in
Fort Erie pick up the pieces
after a devastating fire
killed 31 cats and destroyed
the main building.

On Friday and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Community Initiative for
Animal Rescue, founded
by NOTL volunteer Tanya
Rice, will hold a Christmas
bake sale at the Husky sta-
tion at 615 York Rd.

It will include a craft
table, baked goods, home-
made chocolates and jams,
and “We Love Pets” brace-
lets by Coconut Quartz.

All proceeds will go to
Happy Days, which said in a
post to its Facebook that its
team is “devastated” and fo-

r------

Coconut Quartz's “We Love Pets” bracelets will be sold
at the fundraiser to support Happy Days Sanctuary as it
recovers from the fire that killed 31 cats on Dec. 7.

cused on the surviving cats
still in emergency care.

“Every life here matters,”

the post said. “Losing any
of our animals is unimagi-
nable.”

The Dec. 7 fire not only

Traditional Indian food
in the heart of NOTL

F————————————I

WEEKLY SPECIALS:

Samosa Chaat Tuesdays:
Our best selling app for $18 (reg. $24)

I
|
I
|
Wine Wednesdays: [
50% off bottle of house wine (with meal) |
|
|
|
|
I
|

Butter Chicken Thursdays:
A house favourite for $20 (Reg. $29)

Cocktail Fridays:
20z cocktails for $15
Cut this out and bring it in to redeem specials!

Full menu at auraonthelake.ca | 905-468-7222

*Specials may be subject to changes and cannot be combined with other offers.

killed more than 30 cats but
also destroyed the founder’s
home and the space where
many rescues lived.

“The founders, Ann Swin-
son, her two sons Shane and
Ryan, and the entire team at

Plus a great selection
of Canadian/Italian
dishes for the whole
family to enjoy!

Happy Days are heartbro-
ken,” said the sanctuary’s
official GoFundMe.

The only building left
standing was already at
capacity and now has to
carry the full weight of the
sanctuary’s work.

Rice said the fundraising
group wanted to respond
quickly and raise as much
as it could to help the sanc-
tuary as it starts to put itself
back together.

A surprise visitor is
expected around 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday: the community
Grinch, stopping by to lift

spirits amid a difficult week.

Happy Days Sanctuary is
also accepting direct dona-
tions through its Canada-
Helps page, which can be
found by searching “Happy
Days Sanctuary,” as well
as through its GoFundMe,
searchable under the same
name on the GoFundMe
website.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Still searching for the perfect gift?
Treat someone (or yourself) to a pair
of designer sunglasses, blue light glasses,
or designer frames. It's thoughtful,
practical — and always in style.

N

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com
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GARY WATERS
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Three-storey apartment for Virgil approved despite concerns

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A 29-unit, three-storey
apartment proposed for
Four Mile Creek Road is
moving ahead, even though
its density is triple what
the town’s planning rules
normally allow.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
councillors cleared the way
for the planned building at
1839 Four Mile Creek Rd.
in Virgil to move forward,
endorsing the project on
Dec. 2 and passing the offi-
cial plan and zoning amend-
ments on Tuesday night.

Town staff said the appli-
cation, by developer Harvest
Heights, has gone through
three rounds of revisions in
response to public, staff and
council feedback.

The apartment plans
include 29 units — because
of the property’s size, that
works out to a density of
about 95 units per hectare.

“The request is for an
increase,” said town plan-
ner Aimee Alderman of
the density, which, for a
medium-density residential
development, would be a
maximum of 30 units per
hectare.

An early rendering of the three-storey, 29-unit apartment planned for 1839 Four Mile
Creek Rd. — a project some say is pushing NOTL's density limits. SOURCED

Max Fedchyshak, senior
planner with NPG Planning
Solutions, said consultants
reviewed the staff report
and agreed with its recom-
mendation to approve the
zoning and official plan
amendments.

Debate over the project
unfolded at the Dec. 2 com-
mittee of the whole plan-
ning meeting.

Fedchyshak highlighted
changes made since engage-
ments with the public and
the town, including increas-
ing the front-yard setback

Farewell Fundraiser & Celebration |
Sunday December 21, 2025

and reducing the height
from 11.28 to 11 metres.

Patrick Walsh, who lives
at 1831 Four Mile Creek
Rd., submitted a response
to the town about the plans
in which he wrote that the
application is “not in a state
to proceed.”

In addressing council-
lors on Tuesday night, he
said staff’s latest report
indicates “a pattern of very
site-specific adjustments”
that show “the degree of
customizations” requested
for the project.

“We just wanted to point
out that while things are
still evolving, I think there’s
still some questions that
we’re concerned about and
that we can try and find
some answers for.”

As a neighbour to the
project, he expressed con-
cerns about the apartment’s
impacts on neighbourhood
privacy and said updated
drawings “help illustrate
the effect of the reduced
setbacks,” making for less
privacy, he said.

“We definitely see more

W 20

FsElgll'IAVAL 25

THE FINAL CURTAIN

AT THE

OYAL GEORGE THEATRE

projection into the set-
backs,” he said, from the
seven-foot balconies, which
use transparent guards.

Coun. Gary Burroughs
asked whether revisions
made to the apartment plans
addressed the privacy con-
cerns Walsh raised.

Fedchyshak said the
building was shifted slightly
north, creating more space
along the south property
line and that a 1.8-metre
fence is proposed, which
could be increased to two
metres under the town’s
bylaw at the site plan stage.

Coun. Sandra O’Connor,
who voted against the
report, pressed staff on the
proposed density, saying it
is “about three times our
normal medium-density
criteria.”

She also raised concerns
about the project’s stormwa-
ter management, noting the
development would require
capacity beyond the normal
limit and would rely on the
town’s safety buffer to meet
its needs, which “leaves
the town without the safety
buffer.”

For Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa, voting in favour
was a no-brainer given how
often he said he hears resi-

Royal George Theatre & Jackie Maxwell Studio Theatre

Be part of a historic evening as we honour the artistry and legacy of the
Royal George Theatre. Join us for the final 7pm performance of
A Christmas Carol and a festive Fezziwig Dinner Party from 4-6pm
with dinner, music, and dancing.

CONTACT FOR PRICING AND-TO RES__ERVE_ YOUR SPOT
Email events@shawfest.com or call 1-800-657-1106 ext. 2367

-

dents say they are looking
for places to “age in place.”

“There’s lots of planning
expertise and advice in
here,” Zalepa said.

He said he was pleased
with how staff worked
with the applicant to make
changes to what he called
an example of a complex
and difficult application.

“There’s anxiety around a
change in neighbourhoods,
but this is a really good
change — and it’s needed
for many reasons,” Zalepa
said. “I’'m ready to support
this one.”

Coun. Erwin Wiens also
backed the proposal: “If not
here, where?”

He argues that the town
needs more places where
young people can afford to
live and where older resi-
dents can move to and, like
Zalepa said, age in place.

“There’s 100 reasons to
support it and a couple rea-
sons not to,” added Wiens.

With the amendments
now adopted, the devel-
oper must secure a site plan
agreement before con-
struction can begin. Once
submitted, the town will
post the site plan online that
residents can review.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com
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Paxton Lane rezoning sparks concern
over shift from tribunal-approved plan

Paige Seburn

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A rezoning proposal at
Paxton Lane in St. Davids
is drawing pushback from
a local resident who says
it conflicts with what the
Ontario Land Tribunal
intended when it approved
subdivision plans for the
area in 2013.

The warning came last
Tuesday at a public meet-
ing for the application on
block 18 — a one-acre
parcel of land at 46 Paxton
Ln., next to the site of the
David Secord House.

In 2013, the Ontario
Land Tribunal, then known
as the Ontario Municipal
Board, approved subdivi-
sion plans for St. Davids
from developer 2248877
Ontario Limited, but
flagged this parcel of
land for its archeological
potential.

The tribunal required
it to be transferred to the
Town of Niagara-on-the-
Lake once that archeologi-
cal work was complete.

The applicant wants to
keep this block of land
private and add a holding
symbol, which would stop
any work from happening
until the province signs off
on the archeology.

Under this new setup,
the land would no longer
have to be turned over to
the town — the developer
would keep it after it’s
cleared, no longer guaran-
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This lot, block 18, is a leftover piece of Iand inside the St.
Davids subdivision that was slated to be conveyed to the
town after required archeological work. SUPPLIED

teeing that the land ends
up with the town.

Nicholas Colaneri says
that’s “a fundamental
change from what the tribu-
nal approved.”

“My comments focus
strictly on the planning
and technical issues that
directly affect the subdivi-
sion’s long-term structure
and the town’s ability to
make a defensible decision,”
he told councillors.

Colaneri said he isn’t
trying to stop development,
but believes council is being
asked to approve a zoning
change (adding the holding
symbol) that “represents a
shift from permanent public
conservation to temporary
private control.”

He said he wants the
decision to be “transparent,
coordinated and consistent”
with town policies and the
logic of the approval given
in 2013.

“Proceeding with new
zoning, while archeological
work remains unfinished,
is objectively premature,”

Colaneri said, noting that
heritage and archeological
work is “usually handled
before new permissions or
zoning changes occur.”

He urged council not to
approve the zoning until
archeology is done and all
the changes can be reviewed
together, arguing that
completing that work first is
essential for council to “un-
derstand the full picture.”

Approving it now, he said,
could make the decision
harder to defend if chal-
lenged.

“This is a planning real-
ity,” said Colaneri. “Deci-
sions must remain aligned
with the original intent of an
approval authority to remain
secure and defensible.”

He also pointed to a
revised servicing plan that
proposes “a different rout-
ing and a different set of
dependencies” than what the
tribunal approved and said
those changes affect how
the subdivision fits together
and how the surrounding
land functions.

“Servicing is not a cos-
metic detail.”

“For these reasons,” he
said, “I respectfully ask
that you refuse or defer any
decision on the zoning for
block 18,” until the town
completes a coordinated
review, confirms what will
happen with blocks 18 and
19, evaluates the revised
servicing plan and receives
updated comments from
outside agencies.

Block 19 is not part of the
rezoning request before the
town, but the 2013 approval
identified it as a conserva-
tion block as well.

Coun. Adriana Vizzari
questioned whether updated
traffic expectations in the
area should factor into this
application.

Especially considering
that a decade ago, the region
added road improvements to
handle increased volumes,
she said.

“Ten years ago, there
wasn’t a roundabout going
in at the corner because of
the increased traffic,” she
said.

Jennifer Vida, the plan-
ning consultant representing
the applicant, said the ap-
proval has been kept active
through time extensions and
each extension was re-
viewed by agencies, with no
traffic concerns raised.

She added that the current
application has “not re-
ceived any comments from
the town’s traffic depart-
ment or the region.”
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Bank of Montreal gives NOTL Museum $100K

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

As the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Museum’s lead curator
prepares to depart from her
role and head off to a new
position in Port Colborne,
the museum is sharing
that it’s received another
$100,000 from the Bank of
Montreal to fund its expan-
sion plans.

BMO is giving the mu-
seum $100,000 over two
years to support its $10-mil-
lion renovation and expan-
sion project. Kaufman said
the grant will go toward the
project in general, though
the bank expressed interest
in the museum’s Indigenous
section.

The museum is able
to get financial support
by applying for bank
grants, such as this one,
and another it received in

Augusto Grebim, a personal banker at the NOTL BMO
branch in Old Town. The bank has a drawing of the NOTL
Museum it framed on the wall. DAN SMEENK

October from the Royal
Bank of Canada, $150,000
to build an elevator on the
property.

Kaufman said BMO’s
decision to support the
museum “definitely shows
that there’s confidence in
this project.”

The museum began work-
ing last year with Helen
Seibel, BMO’s head of
employee and community
giving, and submitted a
proposal after determining
the museum aligned with

the bank’s focus on heritage
and community.

“It was a perfect fit for
them,” Kaufman said.

“We’ve known about their
support for quite some time,
so we're excited to finally
get it out.”

Kaufman added that “one
or two” more announce-
ments may come either in
the new year or before she
steps down on Dec. 31, a
move announced last week.
She will take on the posi-
tion of curator at the Port

Colborne Historical and
Marine Museum in the new
year.

She said fundraising will
remain steady after her
departure because it has
always been a “collaborative
project.” She hopes to vol-
unteer her time to continue
supporting the effort.

This community focus is
especially important to her,
she said.

“It’s most important that
the community supports the
project,” Kaufman said. “It’s
their museum.”

The federal government
awarded the museum $2
million in November to
support its expansion, and
the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake is contributing
$500,000 over five years.

Kaufman joined the
NOTL Museum on contract
in 2009 and has served as
lead curator since 2010.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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HEAT & SERVE :
CHRISTMAS AT HOME

MENU

Brined and Roasted Ontario Turkey (both white and dark meat)
Turkey Gravy | Traditional Stuffing | Whipped Mashed Potatoes
Winter Vegetables | Cranberry Sauce | Potato & Leek Soup
Housemade Bread | Sticky Toffee Pudding w/ Rosemary
Caramel | Shortbread

Served Cold | Reheat Instructions Provided

+ Housemade Mince Meat Pies Available for Purchase
$36/Dozen

LAST DAY TO ORDER: DEC 19, 2024 5PM
PICK UP- DEC 24, 2024 @ THE GATE HOUSE TAM-4PM

$65

per guest
+ hst (min 2 guest order)

ORDER ONLINE NOW
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Pharmacy
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GIVE YOURSELF THE GIFT OF
GOOD HEALTH THIS YEAR.

Stone Road Pharmacy
905-468-3000
1630 Niagara Stone Rd.
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Royal Canadian Legion Branch 124
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Ravine Vineyard expands offerings with new bakery café

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

Ravine Vineyard Estate
Winery has expanded its
culinary operations with a
new bakery and café on its
St. Davids property, offering
fresh pastries, bread and a
morning coffee program for
visitors and locals.

The bakery operates five
days a week, from Thursday
to Monday, with all items
made fresh daily.

Core offerings include
butter croissants, pain au
chocolat, Boston creams
and a jelly-filled Berliner
made with Ravine’s own
strawberry, lavender and
rhubarb preserves. The pre-
serves are bottled and sold
under the winery’s Lowrey
Bros. brand.

A hybrid New York—Mon-
treal style bagel has quickly
become one of its most
popular items.

“We make it in house with
an everything kind of crumb
on it,” says executive chef
John Vetere. The jalapeno
and cream cheese savoury
danish has also proven popu-
lar since it launched.

On Sundays, the café
shifts into morning brunch
service beginning at 11 a.m.
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Left: Ravine's head baker Dre is the wizard behind the winery and restaurant’s new cafe.
Top right: A pain au chocolate. Bottom right: A bagel and lox sandwich. RICHARD HARLEY

“We run like a bagel and
lox sandwich out of the
cafe on Sunday mornings
with a little bit more of an
expanded type of menu
because that allows us to
roll right into brunch at 11,
which has been awesome,”
Vetere said.

High-quality coffee is
a central part of the café
experience.

“We use Propeller Coffee

from Toronto as our roaster.

They ship down to us, and
they also are like a big part
of our espresso program
and helping us get our staff
trained and everything,”
says Vetere.

“I’'m like a total espresso
coffee nerd myself, like
self-proclaimed.”

Vetere said he is excited
to finally bring a proper
espresso program to the
property.

“We’ve just always had

like a great lunch-dinner
program. Obviously cof-
fee just hasn’t been at the
forefront. So we wanted
to put it together with
amazing pastry program
that we’ve been capable of
for a long time.”

The bakery team expects
brunch offerings to expand
as awareness grows.

“We just want to tell lo-
cals about it, right? Because
that’s the biggest thing.

It’s like, I think there’s a

lot of people that just don’t
know that we’re doing this,”
Vetere said.

The bakery is led by long-
time baker, Dre, known as
“Dr. Dre” who has spent 15
years developing Ravine’s
sourdough and bread pro-
gram. Dre worked as a chef
for 20 years before transi-
tioning into baking.

“In 1989 I started as a
dishwasher. In 2011 T was
a chef at Riverbend,” Dre
said. He later joined Ravine
when the winery needed a
dedicated baker.

Dre inherited Ravine’s
sourdough starter from
previous bakers, with a
lineage that spans decades.
“I inherited her sourdough,
which she inherited from
her previous baker. When I
got it, it was 50 years old,”
Dre said. “So it’s 65 then.”

Sourdough remains
central to Dre’s craft. In
fact, he says included in his
“death bed dinner” would
be simply a poached egg on
plain sourdough.

“I just love the feel of
sourdough, and it’s only got
three ingredients, and that’s
what makes it so special.”

Dre embraces the nick-
name “Breadhead,” a term

used for bakers passionate
about dough.

“That’s what they call
guys like us,” he said.

Ravine’s café also show-
cases a range of croissants,
fresh loafs, danishes and
sweet pastries alongside the
bread program.

“We have croissant,
just basic croissant. And
from that we make pain au
chocolat, plain danishes,”
Dre said.

Dre bakes all the bread
for the restaurant and
events, t00.

“All of our buns — like
our burgers and everything
that hits the table — is all
made in-house,” he said.

The expanded café brings
that work out of the base-
ment and into public view.

“It’s just kind of bringing
things out of the basement
and putting it more upfront,”
Dre said.

The bakery now of-
fers self-checkout options
after 11 a.m. so guests can
purchase leftovers without
waiting for service.

The winery expects the
bakery to grow its weekend
offerings, brunch menu
and pastry rotation as more
locals discover it.

editor@niagaranow.com

LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE! :
W
A NEXT GENERATION
LEAHY CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUN 21 DEC
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A CHRISTMAS STORY
(1983)
SUN 21 DEC + TUE 23 DEC

JANN ARDEN
CHRISTMAS TOUR

WED 17 DEC + THU 18 DEC
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VENTASTIC:

MICHAEL HARRISON
FRI 16 JAN

THE SOUND OF MUSIC
INTERACTIVE SCREENING
SAT 27 DEC

SPLASH'N BOOTS
SUN 28 DEC

Artin

Action:
03 Climate

FRI 30 JAN to SUN 8 FEB

A 10-day immersive experience
that illuminates the beauty and
fragility of our planet.
Featuring Edward Burtynsky’s
In the Wake of Progress.
Find full event details and tickets
at ArtInActionNiagara.ca

1C.

FirstOntario

PERFORMING ARTS
CENTRE

DINNER OPTIONS AVAILABLE!

NYE WITH JIM WITTER!

TWO OF US
WED 31 DEC

Get tickets and see
the full season schedule

firstontariopac.ca
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Lost artwork finds its way home — with a little help from friends

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A month before Christ-
mas, a lost painting at
Toronto Pearson Airport set
off an unexpected chain of
events involving technology,
a well-known artist and a
link to Niagara-on-the-
Lake.

That link was Filomena
Pisano, who runs Camelot
Studio in Virgil and has
lived in the town since 2018.
What followed, she said,
was a moment that high-
lighted the better side of
humanity.

“For me, it was really
about “Wow. What are the
chances of this happen-
ing?”” said Pisano.

The story began years
earlier with a major setback.
Pisano had always been

creative. Before opening
her art studio, she worked
as an aesthetician and loved
photography. As a child, she
joked, she would spill her
mom’s espresso on paper
and try to draw.

Ten years ago, everything
changed.

“I got hit in the head with
a kayak,” she said.

She had been on a beach

"

= .

Filomena Pisano with the original Frida painting in her studio in Virgil. One of the 50
limited edition copies of Frida got lost in Toronto Pearson Airport and was found the
same day she posted on Facebook for help on finding it back. DAN SMEENK

in the Collingwood area
when a storm blew through
and a kayak went “air-
borne,” striking her in the
head.

She suffered a concussion
and recovered at her sister’s
home in Vaughan, where
renovations left her without
TV or Wi-Fi.

“I said to my mom, ‘You
know what? I"'m going to go
to Michaels and I'm going
to get a pencil and I'm go-
ing to get some paper and

I'm going to sketch. I have
to do something.””

She later took classes and
has now run her studio for
five years.

While she was in hospital,
two figures kept appearing
in her dreams: Mary Mag-
dalene and Frida Kahlo, the
early 20th-century Mexican
artist who turned to paint-
ing after a devastating bus
accident — a biographical
echo that stuck with Pisano.

She has long admired

Kahlo’s work, admitting
with a laugh that she is “a
little obsessed.”

“I think I’'m at painting
number 19 of her,” she said.
“Spiritually, (I'm) very

connected to her. And I
can’t even give you a sub-
stantial reason why.”

One of those Kahlo por-
traits became the centre of
the airport drama.

This summer, Pisano met
her friend Ada Espinoza-
Varas in person for the first

time after connecting on
Facebook during CO-
VID-19.

Espinoza-Varas, who
lives in Brampton and had
previously bought Pisano’s
original paintings, received
a gift: one of 50 limited-
edition prints of a Kahlo
portrait, which were made
in May after the original
painting by Pisano was
made in April.

In November, Espinoza-
Varas passed the print to
her longtime friend Clarise
Morris of Burnaby, B.C.,
who was visiting.

On Nov. 25, after news
broke that an original paint-
ing by Kahlo, El suefio (La
cama), sold for $54.7 mil-
lion at an auction, Pisano
posted a photo of one of her
own Kahlo works on Face-
book. Espinoza-Varas re-
plied to say the gifted print
had gone missing at Pearson
Airport as Morris travelled
home the week before.

Everyone was “dis-
traught,” said Pisano. Still,
she stayed hopeful.

“I just have a feeling it’s
going to come back,” she
told Espinoza-Varas.

She updated her Face-
book post, asking anyone
who might find the print to

return it.

While attending a play
that day, she checked her
phone at intermission. A
message awaited her from
Mara Busca, a Facebook
friend who had seen the
post. Busca told her she had
asked a colleague at the
airport, Orion Sulo, to look
for the missing artwork.

He found it.

Morris later told Pisano
she believed she had left the
print in a Pearson wash-
room. Pisano doesn’t know
who turned it in to the lost
and found, but is grateful.

“I was shocked that some-
body didn’t say, ‘I found
this, I'm going to keep it,
she said.

Sulo placed the painting
in his locker, and Espinoza-
Varas and Busca — who
had never met — picked
it up. Espinoza-Varas then
sent it back to Morris, who
filmed its arrival at her front
door. Morris now plans to
frame it.

Pisano said the speed of
the recovery and the way
people mobilized showed a
positive side of both social
media and human nature.

“It kind of restored my
faith in humanity.”

daniel@niagaranow.com
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FESTIVAL THEATRE
ON STAGE NOW!

HRIST

ROYAL GEORGE THEATRE
ON STAGE NOW!

SHAW
GUILD

Production Sponsor

FINAL WEEKS!

A heartwarming holiday musical for
everyone dreaming of a white Christmas.
Featuring dazzling dance numbers and
classic hits like “Blue Skies”, “Sisters”
and of course, the title song.
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY IRVING BERLIN

BOOK BY DAVID IVES AND PAUL BLAKE
DIRECTED BY KATE HENNIG

FEATURING MARY ANTONINI, CAMILLE EANGA-SELENGE, JEFF
IRVING AND KEVIN MCLACHLAN.

Production Sponsor

Mary E. Hill

The magic of Christmas returns as

does the miserly Ebenezer Scrooge!
Join us for the final show in the Royal
George Theatre before it closes.

Buy both A Christmas Carol and
White Christmas and save 20%

SHAW

Niagara-on-the-Lake
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Bidding adieu to the Royal George with "A Christmas Carol’

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
* %%

(out of five)

Royal George Theatre, 1
hour, 40 minutes, one inter-
mission. Ends Dec. 21. By
Charles Dickens. Adapted
for the stage and directed
by Tim Carroll.

Penny-Lynn Cookson
Special to The Lake Report

Oscar Wilde once said,
“In life, there are two
tragedies. One is not getting
what one wants. The other
is getting it.”

This gives one pause for
thought. Some will mourn
the final performances of
“A Christmas Carol” at the
Royal George for the fore-
seeable future. Others will
mourn the passing of the
theatre itself, given its pend-
ing destruction and debated
reconstruction. Both are
stories of the past, present
and future.

“A Christmas Carol”
has within it experiences
of Charles Dickens’ own
life (1812-1870). He was
that lonely boy, forced out
of school and home at 12,
to work in a boot blacking
factory due to his father’s
incarceration in a debtors’
prison.

Despite a lack of a formal

education, Dickens edited a
weekly journal for 20 years,
wrote 15 novels, five novel-
las, including “A Christmas
Carol,” and hundreds of
short stories and articles.

Passionate about the
theatre, he loved mimicry
and performing his charac-
ters on tour in Britain and
America. Dickens was a
major influencer of the mid-
Victorian times, a dynamic
intellectual, a prolific force
in literature, journalism,
theatre, performance art and
social activism. No Scrooge,
he was a generous man.

His two favourite books
were the “Arabian Nights”
and “Robinson Crusoe,”
which influenced “A
Christmas Carol.” The
fantasy tales, narrated by
Sheherazade, were stories
within stories told over
many nights. This framing
device was used by Dickens
for the ghosts of Christmas
Past, Christmas Present and
Christmas Future.

And in the descrip-
tive character of the loner
Ebenezer Scrooge lies the
influence of the hardened
Robinson Crusoe, a ship-
wreck survivor alone on a
remote tropical island set in
the era of imperialist expan-
sion for trade and profit.
Ideas transferred to the cold
ruthlessness of business in

More jobs,
made from
the Ring of Fire

There's an area in Northern Ontario

rich with critical minerals. We can
create more than 70,000 jobs across
the province by unearthing them.

Learn more at ontario.ca/RingOfFire

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

London.

In contrast to the warm
anticipation of Christmas
Eve, those within the office
of Scrooge and Marley
remain chilled to the bone.
Scrooge denies extra coal to
his shivering employee Bob
Cratchit (Travis Seeto).

Nephew Fred (Jay Turvey)
arrives to extend a cheer-
ful Merry Christmas to
Scrooge. He is dismissed
with “Bah! Humbug.” Two
gentlemen canvassing for
donations for the poor are
briskly rebuffed.

Scrooge (Sanjay Tanwar)
resents giving Christmas
Day off with pay to the
long-suffering Cratchit,
who, with a family of a wife
and six children, is terri-
fied of losing his job and
his small income. Scrooge’s
only concern is how many
gold coins are nestled in his
money box.

Home alone, Scrooge is
spooked by the ghost of
his former partner, Jacob
Marley, who, condemned
to wander the afterlife in
iron chains, has come to
warn Scrooge of his bleak
fate if he doesn’t change his
ways. Scrooge’s one chance
to escape a bitter destiny
is to agree to the visits of
three spirits: Christmas
Past, Present and Future. He
agrees.

Sanjay Talwar as Ebenezer Scrooge in “A Christmas Carol,”
the last show at the Royal George. DAVID COOPER

Christmas Past uses
clever Victorian black
silhouettes to reveal
Scrooge’s lonely boyhood.
He witnesses his fiancée,
Belle, leave when she
recognizes money means
more to Scrooge than love.

Scrooge sees his beloved
sister, Fan, die in childbirth.
The infant, his nephew
Fred, survives (Dickens
lost his own beloved sister
Fanny).

Christmas Present (Kris-
topher Bowman) is a jolly
giant of plenty, clothed in
a green robe and scabbard
festooned with fruit, fish,
fowl and drink. Together,
they observe the Cratchit
family, which includes the
crippled Tiny Tim, shar-

PROTECT

ONTARIO

ing a modest Christmas
dinner.

Christmas Future swoops
in as a large white shroud, a
phantom of what is to come.
Scrooge is shocked to hear
his business acquaintances
express “a very cheap fu-
neral” and that they might
attend if lunch is provided.

At a resale shop in the
grimy back alleys of East
London, Mrs. Dilber (Patty
Jamieson), Scrooge’s former
charwoman, flogs his linens
and bed curtains, rings and
all. Once Scrooge sees his
name on a tombstone, he
understands the error of
his ways and becomes a
changed man.

Suddenly, free of gloom
and full of the spirit of love

.

and giving, Scrooge vows
to be a good uncle, a good
boss, a good friend, and
become “as good a man as
the good old city knew...”

We wanted to feel that
spirit of love, but the pro-
duction seemed tired. It was
the assured, solid perfor-
mances of veterans Jay
Turvey, Graeme Somerville
and Patty Jamieson that car-
ried the show.

Curious casting had
Turvey as Scrooge’s nephew
Fred, appearing as old as
Scrooge. Conceivable but
questionable. Travis Seeto
is too young, too fresh, to
be the weary Bob Cratchit
carrying the weight of his
job and family with a dying
child. Tiny Tim is an essen-
tial character and this rigid
wooden puppet has never
worked, nor do the other
puppets.

For Scrooge, redemption
has arrived. A changed and
overjoyed Scrooge, back
from the brink of tragedy,
shares his wealth, embraces
his family and will be a bet-
ter person.

And so, in the spirit of
the present and future joy-
ous experiences, “A Merry
Christmas, everybody..

Penny-Lynn Cookson is
an arts and culture histo-
rian, writer and lecturer liv-
ing in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Ontario @
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Niggi?a\ NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION,

-on-the- Lal(e

LcUNC OPEN HOUSE AND PUBLIC MEETING

What: Notice of Complete Application, Open House and Public Meeting for a Zoning By-law Amendment
(under Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.5.0. 1990, c. P.13, as amended).
When: Open House: Monday, December 22, 2025 at 5:00 p.m.

Public Meeting: Monday, January 13, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Where: Open House: Electronically via the directions below
Public Meeting: In-person at the Town Hall, Council Chambers, 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, or electronically via the directions below

Regarding: File No. ZBA-26-2025 - 52 & 56 Shaw’s Lane, Niagara-on-the-Lake

What is this?

An application has been received for a Zoning By-law
Amendment on the subject lands (see location map).

The application is proposed to facilitate the
development of three (3) on-street townhouse
dwellings fronting Shaw’s Lane.

The Zoning By-law Amendment proposes to rezone

the Subject Lands from “Site-Specific Residential (R1-71)
Zone" to a site-specific “Residential Multiple (RM1) Zone”
to accommodate the proposed townhouse dwellings.
Site-specific provisions are proposed for lot coverage,
front yard, and rear yard setbacks.

Dialogue is encouraged:
You are invited to attend the Open House and Public Meeting to gather information and provide input regarding this matter.

Town Hall is open for the public to register in advance to attend Committee of the Whole and Council Meetings, including Public Meetings,
in-person. Alternatively, the public will continue to have the option to register in advance to participate electronically.

The Open House will continue to be held electronically at this time.

If you wish to participate electronically at the Open House or Public Meeting, you must register in advance with the Town Staff noted below. You will
receive an email on the date of the meeting with instructions to connect to the Open House and/or Public Meeting on your computer, tablet or telephone.

« Open House - Connor Maclsaac (connor.macisaac@notl.com or 905-468-3266 ext. 313)
(register as soon as possible but prior to 12 noon on Monday, December 22, 2025)

« Public Meeting - Clerks Department (clerks@notl.com or 905-468-3266)
(register as soon as possible but prior to 12 noon on Monday, January 12, 2025)

If you wish to attend the Public Meeting in-person, registration with the Clerk is appreciated.

If you wish to view the Open House and/or Public Meeting for information purposes, registration is not required. The meetings will be recorded and
available for viewing after the meetings on the Town'’s website at https:/www.notl.com/council-government/mayor-council/meetings-agendas-
minutes.

Please Note: Written comments on the application are encouraged and must be submitted to the Town Clerk, at 1593 Four Mile Creek Road, P.O.
Box 100, Virgil, ON LOS 1T0 or via email at clerks@notl.com referencing the above file numbers. Unless indicated otherwise, all submissions, including
personal information, will become part of the public record.

For more information:

A copy of the application and supporting documents for the proposal may be obtained on the Town’s website at
https:/www.notl.com/business-development/public-planning-notices, or at the Planning, Building and Development Services Department within
Town Hall. Please contact Connor Maclsaac, Planner Il, at 905-468-3266 ext. 313 or via email at connor.macisaac@notl.com if additional information is
required.

If you wish to be notified of the future decision with respect to the application, you must submit a written request to the Town Clerk including your
name and the address to which such notice should be sent.

If a person or public body does not share their views in writing to the Town Clerk or orally at a statutory Public Meeting before a decision is made, the
person/public body:

a) Is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake to the Ontario Land Tribunal; and

b) May not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are
reasonable grounds to do so.

Please note that third party appeals are restricted for this application as per Bill 185, Cutting Red Tape to Build More Homes Act, 2024. Planning Act
appeals may be filed by the applicant, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, a “specified person” (as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)), and any
“public body” (as defined by the Planning Act 1(1)).

Dated at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, December 11, 2025
Grant Bivol, Town Clerk
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#56: Be kind to yourself, too.
Book off some time and enjoy
something you have not done for
a long time. Could be a walk in
the park, massage, cooking class,
lunch out, a yoga retreat, etc.

Kind
rateful

With Bradley Hamilton

This tiny column gives tips to help promote
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

POSITIVE
POWER-/-

Contributed by Patty Garriock
“Talk to yourselflike you would
to someone you love.”

- Brene Brown

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH

Email:

Letters: editor@niagaranow.com

Story Ideas: editor@niagaranow.com
Advertising: advertising@niagaranow.com
Phone

Newsroom: 905-359-2270

Advertising Department: 905-932-5646
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PO Box 724, Niagara-on-the-Lake, LOS1J0

Have a lead on a story?

Call 905.359.2270 or send an email
to editor@niagaranow.com
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Old Town
lights up

The giving season is upon us. The Niagara-on-
the-Lake Chamber of Commerce held its annual
Candlelight Stroll on Friday, Dec. 5, filling the
downtown core with flickering candlelight to
raise money for charity. Here, a brass band
provides some music for the festivities. This
year's stroll raised $14,500 for Pink Pearl
Canada, an organization supporting young
women with cancer. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Garth Turner
Columnist

Renovated to flip, the
house in Old Town has been
officially listed for sale
more than 200 days now.

Not so good, since the
average DOM (days on
market) for properties in
Niagara-on-the-Lake is
about 60. A price well
north of three million
doesn’t help.

But wait. It’s actually
been available for almost
600 days. Two years — a
fact hidden by the way local
realtors dish out informa-
tion to prospective buyers.
There’s even a warning on
the official site of the Niaga-
ra Association of Realtors.

Don’t trust our days-on-
market stat, it cautions: “It
does not include Cumulative
Days on Market (CDOM),
which account for prior list-
ings of the same property
that may have been can-
celled, expired, or re-listed.
As such, DOM may not
represent the total time a
property has been publicly
available for sale.”

Truth be told, properties
in much of NOTL are hav-
ing a hard time attracting
offers, which may explain
such hidden bits of data.

It’s the same almost

Opinion

What turned NOTL real estate skunky

RAIANA
SCHWENKER

289.219.1848

McGarrRealty.com
REVEL.

This empty building lot in Old Town is currently for sale,
listed at $1.75 million. Inventory is piling up faster than
prices are falling. GARTH TURNER

everywhere, but especially
in a place like this where
the average price of about
$1 million ranks us up there
with godless Toronto and
flaky Vancouver.

After all, we’re not
exactly diversified when it
comes to jobs, or hous-
ing. Anything relatively
“cheap” gets swallowed
whole by our local cabal
of short-term rental czars.
That will not change until
council does.

Now did you notice the
interest rate news this week?

Right. There wasn’t any.
The Bank of Canada rate
is stuck in the same spot
(2.25 per cent) and econo-
mists forecast no change
through all of 2026. In
fact, one bank (Scotia) says
we should expect two rate
increases to pop next sum-
mer and autumn — which
would mean an end to cur-
rent mortgage rates hover-
ing around 4 per cent.

It’s not the news realtors
wanted to hear. Six months
ago the buzz was that

. ONTARIO'S LARGEST RECLINING CHAIR GALLERY
11469 GLENDALE AVE, ST. CATHARINES

the cost of money would
cascade lower next year and
we’d actually have a vibrant
spring market — the first
since 2023. But forget it.

Our central bankers
worry Trump-tariff pricing
could start pushing inflation
aloft again next year. And
while recent jobs numbers
have been better, the GTA
still has a 9 per cent unem-
ployment rate.

If Al lives up to its
billing, a lot more people
might find themselves out
of work because of large
language models, genera-
tive programs and robots
that never take vacations,
bathroom breaks or bitch
about the boss.

Here’s the paradox,
though.

Real estate prices have
come down. Mortgage rates
fell meaningfully in 2025. It
costs about 24 per cent less
to finance a house than it
did a year ago. Thirty-year
mortgages have come back.

There is a ton of inven-
tory to choose from. No

bidding wars now. No blind
auctions. No multiple offers.
Sure, overpriced homes will
continue to sit, but there

are lots of properties now
priced at 2022 levels, get-
ting no action. Sellers are
anxious. Many are willing
to deal.

This should be the stuff
that a property market
revival is made of.

But not so fast. We have a
deficit in confidence.

The latest Leger poll
shows 34 per cent of us think
the economy is OK, while 59
per cent say it’s poor.

Almost half believe
things will get worse from
here. That’s despite recent
rosy economic numbers
(GDP) and employment
stats, which surprised
experts. In fact, the jobless
rate nationally fell in a
single month by an amount
that has rarely been seen.
Wages are rising 50 per
cent faster than inflation,
to boot.

So logic says people
should buy. Emotion says
whoa. And the property
market goes skunky.

“For sellers, this is the
time to price ahead of the
market — not behind it,”
says head realtor wizard
Lisa Taylor. “For buyers,
this remains a window of
opportunity where condi-
tions are tilted in your
favour.”

In other words, why wait?
You’ll probably outlive
Trump.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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Cottage rentals keep NOTLs economy
going and its herltage buildings intact

Dear editor:

In his Oct. 30 column
“The Turner Report: NOTL
picks tourists over tenants,”
Garth Turner laments the
lack of long-term rentals in
Niagara-on-the-Lake and
blames tourism. But his
surprise is misplaced.

As a former minister of
national revenue, he should
have a good financial sense
and understand the econom-
ics of owning a home and
why long-term rentals are
scarce — and why short-
term rentals make sense in a
town like ours.

Let’s start with the math.
The average home price
in Niagara-on-the-Lake
is about $1.2 million. The
mortgage payment alone
would exceed $4,000 per
month, with another $1,000
for property taxes and
roughly $300 for insurance.
That’s before consider-
ing maintenance, utilities,
or a down payment easily
exceeding $200,000.

A landlord renting that
same home for $3,000 a
month would lose money.
And they must still account
for vacancies, repairs, and
the risks of Ontario’s heav-
ily one-sided Landlord and
Tenant Act. The numbers
simply don’t work.

So when critics point to
high rents and claim prop-
erty owners are greedy, they
overlook the real issue: it’s
expensive to own a home
here.

Niagara-on-the-Lake has
been a tourist destination

Jason Clements, a well-known short-term rental industry
advocate and stakeholder, says short-term rentals are a
good thing for NOTL's economy. FILE

for over a century — long
before Airbnb. Its charm,
wineries and heritage
buildings draw visitors
from around the world. And
those visitors sustain our
economy.

Even the wine industry,
often seen as distinct from
tourism, depends on it. Res-
taurants, shops and theatres
thrive because of visitors.
Without tourism, NOTL
would not be the vibrant
town we know today.

And let’s address the
“ghost rental” myth. Vaca-
tion rentals are occupied
more often than many
second homes. As resident
Paul O’Connor told town
council, his neighbour
enjoys chatting with the
guests next door — and
noted that nearby houses

not used as rentals sit empty
for 11 months of the year.

It’s not short-term rentals
that are sitting dark, but
luxury homes owned by
those who can afford to
leave them vacant.

Cottage rentals aren’t just
good for tourism — they’re
also good for preservation.

Walk through Chautau-
qua and you’ll see what
happens when smaller
homes are no longer vi-
able as seasonal rentals:
they’re demolished and re-
placed with oversized new
builds. Allowing short-
term rentals keeps these
older, character-filled
homes alive and finan-
cially sustainable.

Anyone moving to
Niagara-on-the-Lake should
understand what kind of

community they’re joining.
Just as those who live in

the rural areas accept the
sounds of bird bangers dur-
ing harvest season, residents
in town should recognize
that NOTL is — and always
has been — a tourist com-
munity.

From the days of the
Queen’s Royal Hotel to
today’s theatre festivals
and wine tours, tourism
has been our lifeblood.
Real estate prices here have
always been higher than
elsewhere in Niagara, long
before Airbnb existed. And
for more than a century,
homeowners have been
welcoming vacationers into
town. That tradition isn’t
new — and it’s not going
away.

Short-term rentals are
part of what keeps NOTL’s
economy healthy and its
heritage intact. They offer
families comfortable, af-
fordable accommodations
and encourage longer stays
— all without the need for
more large hotels.

The debate over short-
term rentals has gone on
for years, often fuelled by
NIMBYism and misinfor-
mation. But it’s time to rec-
ognize reality: Niagara-on-
the-Lake is a world-class
tourist town that thrives
because people want to
visit, stay, and fall in love
with it — just as many of
us did before deciding to
make it home.

Jason Clements
NOTL

We can do better than the temporary patios

The following letter was
sent to Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa and members of
town council. A copy was
forwarded to The Lake
Report for publication.

Dear lord mayor and
councillors:

I know at a previous
meeting the lord mayor was

intending to bring a motion
concerning making the
temporary patio program
permanent and part and
parcel of that withdrawn
motion would have been to
approve the consideration
before you tonight, being
the cash-in-lieu proposal by
the Irish Harp.

I would like to strongly
support the staff recommen-
dation against approving
this (and any other similar
attempts) to extend the tem-
porary patio program.

I, for one, look forward
to Queen Street regaining
her former regal beauty
without the tawdry decks

projecting into the street,
impeding vehicular and
pedestrian traffic and
the foraging skunks and
rats digging through
the crumbs dropped by
patrons.

We can do better.

Bob Bader
NOTL

We welcome your letters

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. Please, write early and often. Letters ideally should be
under 400 words long. Occasionally, longer letters may be published. All letters may be edited for conciseness,
accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your full name, street address and a daytime telephone number
so that authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general addresses (eg. Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be
published. Send your letters to editor@niagaranow.com or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: ON THE ROPES

From 1900 to 1920 this contest
using a rope was an event in
the Olympics, with a British

team taking the final gold.

Last issue category: THE MIDWEST

Clue: Part of Hitchcock’s thriller “North by
Northwest” was filmed at this iconic national
memorial near Rapid City.

Answer: What is Mount Rushmore?
Answered first by: Kimberly Amaral

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Claudia Grimwood, Bob Wheatley, Lynda Collet,
Sue Heinz, Jane Morris, Jeff Lake, Jim Dandy,
Esther VanGorder, Nancy Rocca, Wade Durling,
Howard Jones, Tuija Johnsson, Marla Percy,
Katie Reimer, Bob Stevens, Margie Enns,

Hedy Wiebe, Sheila Meloche

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

‘{HRISTMAS DINN LRQT

HEAT & SERVE

ROAST TURKEY
BUTTER WHIPPPED POTATOES
ROOT VEGETABLES
SAVOURY BREAD PUDDING
TURKEY GRAVY
CRANBERRY SAUCE

TIE G\R I]S!'u HnsE

$38
FROM THE PANTRY

TURKEY GRAVY
1/2 Itr $12 1 Itr $22

BUTTERNUT SQUASH SOUP
1 Itr $20

SAVORY BREAD PUDDING
3-4PPL $14

CRANBERRY SAUCE
1/4 Itr $10

STICKY TOITEg. PUDDING FOR 2
16

ALL ITEMS WILL BE SERVED COLD
WITH HEATING INSRUCTIONS
PRE ORDERS TAKEN

2C LR 18 OR SOLD OUT
2 9054684000 TO ORDER
IDNESDAY DECEMBER

24TH

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

konzelmann

estate winery

Mw FIRESIDE FLIGHTS

Enjoy a seasonal wine flight in the warmth of our enclosed winter patio, perfectly paired with your
very own Sweet and Savoury S'mores Board, all at your private fire table ONLY $30/PERSON

Visit konzelmann.ca for details.
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‘If not here, then where?” Not there

Brian Marshall
Columnist

During the Dec. 2 com-
mittee of the whole plan-
ning meeting, council vis-
ited official plan and zoning
amendments which would
facilitate the construction
of an apartment building at
1839 Four Mile Creek Rd.

Concerns were raised
regarding this application.

Regarding stormwater
management, Coun. Sandra
O’Connor pointed out that
the application proposes to
utilize the existing infra-
structure’s 15 per cent
safety buffer in order to
manage their outflows.

Note that most of our
existing infrastructure is
sized to a five-year peak
storm event — leaving them
already undersized (includ-
ing the current 15 per cent
safety buffer) to manage a
100-year storm event; a phe-
nomenon that, with climate
change, seems to be occur-

ring almost annually.

It seems odd that there
were no further comments
or questions from the mem-
bers of council regarding
this issue; however, given
this council’s record of
supporting development
proposals in the absence of
robust professional engi-
neering reports that encom-
pass a complete analysis of
impacts on existing storm/
wastewater management
infrastructure, this is, unfor-
tunately, no surprise.

Ask the folks living in
St. Davids who annually
experience extensive flood-
ing of their properties due
to inadequate infrastruc-
ture and are watching the
willy-nilly approval of new
housing developments that
will, almost certainly, add
to their misery.

Or, speak to the third
party engineering and
groundwater management
experts who have analyzed
the sadly deficient engineer-
ing reports submitted to the
town pursuant to the Parlia-
ment Oak hotel develop-
ment.

Returning to this ap-
plication, apparently most
of our councillors have not
travelled East & West Line
between Concessions 4 and
6 during the heavy spring
rains to witness the flooding
of farmlands that already

Queheeksil

A rendering of the three-storey proposal.

occurs — something this
overture will likely exac-
erbate during peak storm
events.

Moving on, O’Connor
raised a question concern-
ing the density of the
proposed building.

In NOTL, we have only
two density classifications:
low density, at a maximum
of 14 units per hectare
and medium density, at a
maximum of 30 units per
hectare.

Historically, these pa-
rameters were established
to ensure that any future
developments would be
minimally intrusive and
compatible with established
streetscapes.

But, on the 1839 Four
Mile Creek Rd. property,
the proponent has offered
an application based on 95
units per hectare — more
than three times NOTL’s
maximum density.

Coun. Wendy Cheropita
opined that this would be
classified as high density,
but Coun. Andrew Niven
put the question of its clas-
sification to staff.

In a “shake your head”

moment, the town’s man-
ager of development and
planning, Aimee Alderman
answered, “Our current
official plan only has
low-density residential or
medium-density residential.
We don’t have a high-densi-
ty residential category. So,
anything that is exceeding
medium-density residential
would still be considered
within that (category), albeit
with a different density.”

Across Ontario, anything
above 60 units per hectare
is honestly classified as high
density. But, in NOTL, we
disingenuously expand the
medium-density category
limit by 300 per cent to
facilitate a development ap-
plication.

Also raised by O’Connor
was the absence of the
regional urban design man-
ager’s comments associated
with the suitability of the
proposed building in the
context of the streetscape
within the report/recom-
mendation authored by town
staff.

Mr. Khaldoon Ahmad
wrote, “From an urban
design perspective, the sup-

porting urban design brief
and architectural design

do not sufficiently lay out

a compelling rationale for
why a low-rise apartment
block represents an optimal
urban design solution for
this site.”

He continued: “The
proposal is not put in
contrast with other forms
such as detached houses
on a common element
driveway, townhouses and
stacked towns. Without
an urban design assess-
ment and or analysis of the
proposed form in relation
to surrounding buildings
and other logical build-
ing options, the potential
for establishing why this
proposal represents good
planning is not available.”

Further, he wrote: “The
proposed development is
in contrast to its surround-
ings in manifold ways.
These should be addressed
holistically with a sound
architectural approach to
justify the proposed zoning
amendments. The proposed
architectural approach —
as a demonstration of an
outcome of applying the
proposed zoning — is more
appropriate to an urban
setting such as the core of
Virgil or the Old Town.”

These comments largely
echo my observations in
the July 11 column (“Arch-

i-text: What makes these
two development proposals
different”).

In part, Mr. Ahmad’s
statements also speak to
the question raised by Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa — who
declared himself strongly in
favour of the application —
and subsequently repeated
by the deputy lord mayor,
Coun. Erwin Wiens: “If not
here, then where?”

May I respectfully suggest
that answering this question
lies completely within their
mandate.

In fact, the basic precepts
of good urban development
planning place the onus
on the local government to
proactively identify low,
medium and high-density
locations, then apply the ap-
propriate zoning and man-
age the build-out according
to best practices (see: Ni-
agara Region’s model urban
design guidelines ).

However, that would
require taking responsibility
for the solution and follow-
ing best practices, rather
than dancing to the tune of
moneyed developers — a
dance which, based on their
voting record, this council is
well versed in.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.

Darcy Price CPA
Professsional
Corporation

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil

905-468-5300

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

*Accounting *Canadian-U.S. Taxation *Business Services
Formerly Lida Kowal Professional Corporation

Warnren

RENOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

HUSTLER
905-468-9735

Mrformance

SALES & SERVICE

901 East/West Line, NOTL

+

. CLEANING

Additions
Renovations

New Builds

Finished Basements
Kitchens/Bathrooms

SERVING THE NIAGARA
REGION

Cell: 905-380-4264
www.lakeriverhomes.ca

) ° Hearing Care
amplifon &

WI N B I G I REDISCOVER SOUNDS
°

YOU LOVE
% Complete a hearing test for a chance
/ to win premium hearing aids
¢ ' or a $100 gift card’!

Book a FREE hearing test
866-474-5701

*See clinic for full details. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer open October 1 - December 31,
2025. Must complete a free hearing test to be eligible to enter. Three monthly winners per prize.
Prizes not exchangeable or redeemable for cash.

; i iy /s
i - i / .- :-'m-.
December 5 & 6, 2025 | 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
December 7 - 14, 2025 | 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Presented by the Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre
9 247 Ricardo Street, NOTL ©#holidaymarket.ca
® Shop for one-of-a-kind gifts, artworks & decor

@ Holiday helpers @® No charge o enter
Proceeds benefit children and seniors' programs

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

Always there
- for you

Residential Housecleaning Services

Q General Liability Q Free Estimates

CALL 289-213-0673

or book online at mycleaningmate.com

GRACE UNITED
CHURCH

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO
222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 202" anniversary | 1823-2025
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Sharing an early winter day with NOTLs trees

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

So quiet on our streets.
A really quiet Sunday
morning downtown.

So few dog walkers out
and about. With shorter
days and longer nights,
more darkness and,
therefore, increased danger
of having “the dreaded
fall.” Under the pretty
white snow lurks ice —
one simply cannot be too
cautious.

Even Sweets & Swirls at
our fabulous community
centre was closed. No
oatmeal cookie, or two, for
me.

One comforting
constant in our town is our
abundance of trees. And

with some maple and oak
species, lots of fallen leaves
to rake.

It took two free
walking tour guests from
Lindsay, here on a two-
day motorcoach trip with
Cardinal Lakeshore Tours,
to enjoy “White Christmas”
at the Shaw, to point out
our abundance of fallen
leaves.

Except for them, the
group members were living
the good life at the Prince
of Wales Hotel, taking
advantage of the top-class
service and shoulder-season
group pricing.

Most of the group
members were enjoying a
“morning at leisure,” but
the energetic and observant
Suzanne Barker and her
daughter Mona Lisa were
up and at ‘em, hungry to
learn about the rich history
of our town.

We had walked from the
historic Courthouse on
Queen Street down Regent
to Queen’s Royal Park,
discussing the burning of
our town in 1813, and the
Underground Railroad.

Admiring the peaceful

g

We get a lot of leaves in
NOTL, eh? ROSS ROBINSON

neighbourhood and
learning why Niagara-on-
the-Lake was known as
“America’s attic” just after
the Civil War.

Indeed, several
Confederate army generals
had come up here to
dodge the danger of being
convicted of treason. My
goodness, even Jefferson
Davis, president of the
Confederacy, was here for
a while.

I should ramble back
to our two energetic and
inquisitive walkers from
Lindsay.

They had no idea that
Hollywood had filmed
“Dead Zone” here in 1983,
based on the Stephen
King novel. The stars

were Martin Sheen and
Christopher Walken, and
our “historic” gazebo was
left behind.

As locals, most of us
tend to fall into the trap
of taking our trees for
granted. Not so for Suzanne
and her horticultural and
history-hungry daughter.
By the way, they were the
two most positive people I
have met this year.

As we started to walk
east down Ricardo Street
from King Street, we were
confronted by literally
hundreds of brown yard
waste bags.

In front of one house,
count ‘em, some 62 bags
full of leaves. And several
neighbouring houses also
had impressive collections
of bagged leaves ready for
pick up by our efficient
and confusing regional
recycling squad.

My mind wandered,
and the three of us had
a rambling conversation,
wondering what happened
to all the leaves before
raking and recycling
became all the rage every
autumn.

Yes, we talked about
composting and the natural
cycles of nature. But
wouldn’t forest floors have
been totally overwhelmed,
without human beings
raking and raking and
raking to keep the world
neat and tidy?

Now I am going to really
ramble. Please stay with
me.

We have many unique
and fascinating people
living with us in our
town. One of my favourite
neighbours during my
years living in Chautauqua
was Holmes Hooke, who
continues to make NOTL a
very interesting place.

He and the Chautauqua
Oaks team were well
described in a recent
issue of The Lake Report
(“Letter: Chautauqua
project preserves nature for
the next generation,” Nov.
27).

In a previous life, Holmes
was a spoken word artist,
touring the U.K., Canada
and the U.S., performing
at hundreds of festivals,
theatres, clubs and schools.

A verse from “Plant a

Tree™

“Now you don’t need a
Ph.D

Or an online course in
botany.

Just follow the simple
recipe to plant a tree

And plant a tree

Plant a tree.”

Let us remember the
many benefits of trees. It
is not my intent, and I do
not have the knowledge, to
ramble further about trees.
Leave that to the experts.

We have heard a lot about
this subject.

Please, slow down and
admire our trees:

On our Commons, so
many wonderful trees that
were thoughtfully planted
in straight lines.

The lines of maple trees
on Oak Drive approaching
the Circle/Amphitheatre.
Way out on Airport Road
near Niagara Stone Road
and “the airport.”

Every one of these now
beautiful trees was planted
by a visionary person at
some point.

Think about it, and plant
a tree. Or several trees.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Our held-over then cancelled pauo roller-coaster ride

THE FORUM

Steve McGuinness
Columnist

Group table reservations
are in scarce supply this
festive season. In warmer
months, parties could spill
outside onto patios to meet
surges in table demands.
This past summer, many
busy roadside patios dotted
Queen Street, some placed
on municipally owned curb-
side parking stalls.

The use of old town road-
way for patios dates back to
the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, when distancing
precautions closed indoor
dining spaces. Offering
the opportunity to dine al
fresco threw a lifeline to
small businesses confront-
ing financial ruin, observing
province-wide public health
orders.

After infection levels fell,
our town continued to ex-
tend the “temporary” patio
permits. This year town

council finally decreed,
effective Dec. 31, that all
“temporary” restaurant
patio permits will expire.
Some owners have disman-
tled their patio structures
already, although several
remain defiantly in place.

There is no hope left for
an 11th-hour patio reprieve,
despite endless council
debates. A recent chronol-
ogy prepared by town
staff shows no less than 20
discrete patio-related matters
coming before council with
related staff reports, between
June 2020 and today.

Other Ontario municipali-
ties have dealt with these
patio transitioning issues
with finality, devising
methods for granting and
renewing permits every sea-
son. Their patio operators
follow rules regulating size
and appearance, also ensur-
ing that public safety and
health objectives are met.
The patios are especially
popular among patrons
with accessibility issues or
canine companions.

Are there some unique
challenges here in NOTL
that other municipalities
with permanent patio poli-
cies don’t confront? Or, is
our council less adept at
balancing competing busi-
ness, resident and tourist
interests?

Temporary patio operators in Niagara-on-the-Lake, many
concentrated in the downtown core, will have to dismantle
their patios by Dec. 31. STEVE MCGUINNESS

The debate has turned
nastier and more contentious
here, with competing busi-
nesses angrily facing off.

Coun. Maria Mavridis has
emerged as a lightning rod
for this fractiousness during
her first term. She assumed
her council role expecting
to leverage her own practi-
cal business experience
operating Corks Wine Bar
on Queen. But a perceived
conflict between her full-
time role as a restaurateur
and her part-time council
role quickly surfaced.

Councillors must self-
declare a conflict of interest
when they have a “pecuni-

ary interest.” Pecuniary
implies having a personal
financial stake. The onus
is placed on individual
councillors to declare such
conflicts.

In case of ambiguity or
uncertainty, the town’s
appointed integrity commis-
sioner can conduct a review,
initiated either by council-
lor referral or a resident
complaint.

Corks Wine Bar has its
own integrated patio space
out front of its property.

Its commercial tax assess-
ment is based on the market
value of the entire property,
including that area.

The Sunset Grill, on the
other hand, depended on
curbside parking stalls
for patio space. The town
did not impose a seasonal
square footage charge for
that space’s use to compen-
sate for lost metered parking
revenues.

Sunset’s proprietors
disagreed with the integ-
rity commissioner’s ruling
that Coun. Mavridis was
conflict-free, appealing to a
tribunal. The town incurred
legal fees in her defence.

Mavridis argued that
Corks, as a wine bar, caters
to customers later in the
day than those served by a
breakfast chain, avoiding di-
rect competition. The appeal
was eventually dropped.

Two other popular heri-
tage area eateries are also
seeking permanent solutions
to expiring patio permits.

The Irish Harp Pub
proposes to pay $460,000
cash-in-lieu of parking
to maintain its patio — a
pricetag demonstrating how
lucrative outdoor dining
can be.

Meanwhile, the Olde
Angel Inn is seeking a
zoning change to make its
137-seat patio permanent,
without adding or paying for
parking.

A business owner op-
posed to the Angel proposal

ignited a fiery exchange at
a Dec. 2 council chamber
session.

Restaurateur Gina An-
gelakopoulos argued that
granting the Angel request
would sanction their prior
non-compliance, thereby
placing bylaw-abiding busi-
nesses, including her com-
peting Epicurean restaurant,
at a disadvantage.

In a very unusual proce-
dural disruption, chair Tim
Balasiuk allowed CAO Nick
Ruller to fact-check her pre-
pared remarks in real-time.

The only thing certain
about this ongoing great
town patio debacle is that it
is not over.

The issue will undoubt-
edly resurface during the
Queen Street heritage dis-
trict secondary plan debate
and the related parking
study. Our next council may
rise to the challenge and act
more decisively then.

Prepare to fasten your
patio table seatbelts when
the wild ride resumes.

Steve McGuinness, CPA,
is retired from a career
in financial management
on Bay Street. He holds
degrees in political science
and business administra-
tion. He offers reflections
on public policy issues
within our community.

stevemcguinness94@gmail.com
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Canadians run away with national title at U.S. competition

Continued from Front Page

Fife told The Lake Report.

Bayne and Simpson train
with Fife at the Thorold
Elite Track & Field Club.

Their teammate Colby
Craig, 14, of Niagara Falls
was sixth in the race and
also was named an all-
American.

Together the Niagara
team, which also included
Evan Riou of Fort Erie,
Max Woods and Max Mac-
Neil of Niagara Falls, and
Riley Isherwood and Ryder
Savage of Thorold, finished
well ahead of the other
more than 50 track clubs
that competed.

The Canadians earned a
combined team score of 42
points to handily beat the
Without Limits team from
North Carolina (score of
95 for silver) and the Kern
County Cross Country
All-Stars from Bakersfield,
Calif., (score of 151 for
bronze).

Each team’s score is de-
termined by the placement
of its top five finishers and
the lowest score wins, like
in golf.

“We won gold at the
provincial level for this age
group,” Fife said.

From left, members of the Thorold Elite Track & Field Club who competed at the U.S.
nationals in Tennessee: Riley Isherwood, Evan Riou, Ryder Savage, Luke Simpson, Ben
Bayne, Colby Craig, Max Woods and Max MacNeil. The team finished first overall in the
13-14 age group and Simpson, Bayne and Craig were named all-Americans. SUPPLIED

“But in Canada there is no
national championship for
13-year-olds and they aren’t
allowed to compete up in
the higher category, so the
AAU Nationals in the States
is really the only option
for them to compete at that

THE WV

level,” he said.
“Our team is a true repre-
sentation of the region,” he

“I know our club says
Thorold in the name but
that’s based on where we
were founded and where we

are based at Canada Games
Park, but we welcome
athletes from all across
Niagara.”

Team members come
from all over and “we have
several other outstanding
athletes from Niagara-on-

the-Lake,” Fife added.

In November, runners
from the Thorold club also
competed in the All-Ontario
Cross-country Champion-
ships in Whitby.

Bayne won bronze in the
under-14 boys two-kilome-
tre race, Woods was fourth
and Simpson was right
behind in fifth spot.

The NOTL boys’ perfor-
mances this year — includ-
ing wins at their regional
school finals — have made
their families and coach
proud.

But more than just the
results, Simpson’s dad Sean
said, “I’m most impressed
by their commitment and
dedication to their training.”

“They are both great kids
who work extremely hard
and help to push each other”
to succeed.

Besides running, Bayne
and Simpson play rep
hockey — Bayne with the
U14 Niagara Falls Canucks
A team and Simpson on the
AA St. Catharines Falcons.

Bayne started running
about a year ago but “in the
last six months he’s had this
rapid improvement and done
very, very well,” his dad
Kevin said in an interview.

And after a week off he’ll

We invite residents of Niagara-on-the-Lake to tour
Pleasant Manor’s new 160-bed long-term care home.
Come join in the celebration before residents move in.

il Friday, Dec. 12 | 9 aim.t0 3 p.m.
Where: 31 Elden Street

(Access off Elden Street and Four Mile Creek Road
Parking in the rear parking lot.)

be back training six days a
week. It’s a well-deserved
rest after a strong perfor-
mance to cap the cross-
country season.

Bayne noted the Canadian
families didn’t know what
to expect going into the
U.S. nationals and “we were
very surprised,” pleasantly
S0, by the results because
the Thorold team was up
against some elite American
clubs.

The individual and team
performances were an
“amazing” result, he said.
And the fact some of the
kids earned all-American
status was a bit of icing on
the cake.

“As Canadians, we got a
bit of a chuckle out of that,”
he said.

He thinks a lot of Ben’s
inspiration comes from his
two older brothers, who are
both accomplished runners.

“He works really hard and
he’s really focused,” Bayne
said. And the result was,
“in really tough conditions,
he pulled off a phenomenal
race.”

Next he’ll turn his focus
to hockey and the indoor
track season which begins
in the new year.

Kevin@niagaranow.com
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TEXT OR CALL GREG TODAY @ 905.329.3484

380 NASSAU STREET
LIST PRICE $2,500,000.00

FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

OVER $1

BiLLION [ieReld RE/MAX

RE/MAX
CIRCLE or
LEGENDS
we

RE/MAX

NIAGARA

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED

#1 RealtOI’ in Niagara on the Lake Since 2021 *transactions and volume
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1. Egg-shaped (4)
4. Occurring after one's death (10)

9. Kind of engineer (10) . 9
10. First son of Adam and Eve (4) Last 1SSUC S ANSwers
‘o 'F[ 1’ s 1| R[]
X

11. Six (4-5)

13. Also-ran (5)

16. Garment of ancient Rome (4)
17. Nobles (5)

21. Accustom (5)

22. Sailor (7)

23. Caterpillar (5)

24. Paces (5)

27. Harmonize (4)

30. Plot of ground (5)

33. Monarch (9)

35. Old Peruvian (4)

36. Immeasurably deep (10)

37. Overstate (10)

38. Indifferent (2-2)

Down

2. Small community (7)

3. Satan (7) 17 19 20

4. Portion of time (6)
5. Small bag (6) .22 .
H
32

Crossword Puzzle

4 5

6. Consecrated (4)

7. Former Portuguese territory in S China (5)
8. Join (5)

12. Name of a thing (5)

13. Dens (5)

14. Gravy (5)

15. Staggers (5) 30
17. Coral builder (5)
18. White heron (5)
19. Shatter (5)

20. Golf clubs (5)
25. Lattice (7) 35
26. Winged horse (7)

28. Against (6)

29. Previously (6)

31. Addition (5)

32. Loud, resonant sound (5)
34. Showing unusual talent (4)

23

33

NNIA3IN

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE : NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

23 FOUR MILE CREEK ROAD #411 19 OAKLEY DRIVE 21 OAKLEY DRIVE 2 BUNNY GLEN DRIVE
1BED - 1BATH < 685 SQ. FT. 2 BEDROOM - 3 BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT. 2+1 BEDROOM + 3 BATH « 1,702 SQ. FT. 4 BEDS + 4 BATHS - 3,225 SQ. FT.
$279,000 $1,249,900 $1,374,900 $1,549,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION
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_His.torica’! Building,
Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Canada.

EXPLORING HISTORY

——— W |TH NOTL MUSEUM

130th anniversary of the museum

On a snowy Dec. 12, 1895, 15 local residents met at the Courthouse on Queen Street to form what would be called
the Niagara Historical Society. This was a movement by local residents to make sure that our significant history wasn’t
forgotten. At the time, several people doubted their ability to collect artifacts of significant interest, believing that
everything had been given away or destroyed, or that no one would donate anything for a museum. Fortunately, the
newly formed society, under Janet Carnochan’s leadership, ignored these sentiments. Janet was our first president and
later, curator. She also became one of our first local historians who documented many of the stories we still refer to
today. In 1907, they opened Memorial Hall (seen here), which is the first purpose-built museum in Ontario. Walking
into the museum during Janet’s tenure, you would have likely seen her covered in papers, books, and most certainly
dust. Janet, with greying hair in a tight bun, would be hunched over her desk, deeply immersed in her research or
writing. Upon noticing you there, Janet would have jumped in excitement at the opportunity to tour you around the
museum. You would no doubt have felt amused, watching her eyes glow with the passion to immerse you in the stories
of her favourite relics. From Janet’s pioneering leadership to the innovative programming of today, the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Museum continues to evolve while remaining true to its mission. This museum is, above all, the community’s
museum. What has kept the museum alive for more than a century is not simply the buildings or the collections — it’s
the spirit of the people. Generation after generation, investing in the museum and our heritage. Your museum has
thrived thanks to the dedication of volunteers, members, staff, donors and its caring local residents. Thank you.
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The long road travelled and ended — and a big thank you

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

My wife Janet, in the 59th
year of our marriage, died
in the evening of Nov. 22,
2025, unresponsive after
many hours of effortful, tir-
ing cyclic breathing — deep
breaths punctuated by long
pauses — before the final
and last pause.

For that final evening and
the several days which pre-
ceded it, Janet, our daughter,
Martha, and son, Tim, and
I were supported by the
exemplary professional and
sensitive care provided by
the staff at Radiant Care
Pleasant Manor.

Jan’s end was a fitting
end to the high-quality
care provided by all those
who cared for her and me
throughout the 38 months
she lived in Pleasant Manor.

The first indications of

Jan’s faltering cognition

go back at least 15 years,
signalled by forgotten ap-
pointments, losing track

of characters in books she
read, errors weaving which
she struggled to identify and
fix, and increasing quietness
and anxiety punctuated by
migraine-like visual auras
and mild headaches, losing
her way returning from a
visit with her daughter in
Fonthill and many months
later losing her way home in
the Old Town.

Then, Jan experienced
what we in the family called
“the slumps” when she
might slump to one or the
other side, unresponsive
for a minute or so before
recovering.

These events became
more frequent and longer
lasting, which, together with
increasingly severe cogni-
tive decline, were the chief
reasons Janet was admitted
to Niagara Long Term Care
Residence in fall 2019, just
before COVID-19 struck
with a vengeance in early
2020.

In her last three years
at Niagara Long Term
Care, Jan’s language skills
withered and, like many
residents, she eventually all
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Janet “Jan” Brown died
Nov. 22 after a battle with
dementia. SUPPLIED

but lost her ability to speak
more than a few words,
although her understanding
was better preserved.

Like many residents with
dementia, she also lost her
talent for making friends —
in this case, with other resi-
dents, although throughout
her long illness, Jan never
lost her sunny disposition,
innate cheeriness and sense
of humour.

In 2022, Janet was trans-
ferred to Pleasant Manor
and continued to slowly
decline cognitively. In 2023,
she developed episodes
when she became unrespon-
sive, only to come to several
hours later.

Similar events occurred
every few weeks with the
same outcome. These events
were probably epileptic in
origin — an example of
non-convulsive seizures, but
the collective best decision
was to forgo using epi-
lepsy drugs because of their
propensity to make patients
drowsy.

In the final several
months, swallowing and
drinking became increas-
ingly challenging and
finally, impossible near the
end, when Jan became in-
creasingly drowsy and less
responsive.

She had Alzheimer’s
disease, based on much of
the history. But she also
had cerebrovascular disease
based on the MRI finding
of several infarcts. Atypical
too for Alzheimer’s disease
were the early “slumps”
and the later, longer-lasting
periods of unresponsive-
ness, which were probably
epileptic in nature, but not
a feature of Alzheimer’s
disease.

I mention this because
assigning specific causes to
some dementias is problem-
atic in cases such as Jan,
who had atypical features.

Would the new monoclo-

nal antibody drugs designed
to clear beta amyloid from
the brain have made a dif-
ference? On the evidence
I’ve seen, no.

What I know is that when
Jan had all her considerable
senses about her, she would
not have wanted to go
through the last eight years,
although throughout her
care, especially at Pleasant
Manor, my sense was that
Jan wasn’t unhappy with her
lot — bored maybe, but not
unhappy.

If Jan was unhappy, it
was early on when she was
frightened by the prospect
of literally losing her mind.
Through it all, Jan never
lost her sense of humour,
playfulness and endearing
affection, which made her
such a wonderful wife and
partner to be with.

In that sense, “Jan” was
never lost, including her
most deeply embedded
memories of her father — a
warm, joyful man wired just
like his daughter.

If Jan could speak, she
would want me to thank
everyone who helped her,
and others on similar jour-
neys. It’s not easy for those
who have dementia or their
caregivers, whether they are

at home or in long-term care
facilities.

Except for visitors and
families, and long-term care
workers, what goes on in
long-term care facilities is
out of sight and mind for
most in the community.

Over the last six years,
I’ve witnessed their hard
work, dedication and
faithfulness to care for their
charges much as they would
their own. That’s been a
privilege to witness first-
hand, and never more so
than in Jan’s last few days.

For all the loving care
everyone in long-term care
shows for their charges,

Jan and her family are very
grateful and thank you. And
remember, Jan and others
you’ve cared for might just
be watching and cheering
you on.

Keep that thought in
your hearts and minds as
you go about your very
impressive work of caring
for those unable to care for
themselves.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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97-year-old NOTLer brings knitted joy

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

One of the highlights of
the Santa Claus Parade in
Niagara-on-the-Lake on
Dec. 13 will be the knitted
items made by 97-year-old
Dora Werenchuk.

Werenchuk has lived
through more Christmases
than most and hopes her
creations help keep people
warm — in both body and
spirit.

She said she knits “mostly
pullover and sweaters,” her
favourite items to make,
but her collection also in-
cludes winter hats. She also
dabbles in crocheting: one
example, a white wool filet
crochet depicting rural life,
hangs between two rooms in
her home.

“There’s no second one in
the world,” said Werenchuk.
“That’s because I created it
myself.”

Her path to knitting began
in a far more difficult place.
As a teenager in Austria

in the early 1940s, she was
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Dora Werenchuk w
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ith one of her knitted sweaters and beside her crocheted artwork.

Werenchuk will be selling her items at the Santa Claus Parade on Dec. 13. DAN SMEENK

forced into the Hitler Youth
after the Nazi occupation of
the country. Her first expe-
rience knitting was making
socks for soldiers on the
European battlefields of the
Second World War.

“Crazy he was,” she said,
of the leader of the Third
Reich, recalling how things
initially seemed good after
the invasion, with improved
social programs, but
deteriorated once the war
escalated.

Werenchuk moved to
Canada in 1949. She first
spent three years in Leth-
bridge, Alta., working in
sugar beets before coming
to the Niagara region in
1952.

After six months in St.
Catharines, she settled in
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
home her husband built in
1953.

Throughout her life, she
kept knitting and crochet-
ing. She became especially
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active after retirement and
now sells her work outside
her home.

Her friend Shirley
DeBoer, who’s supporting
the project, said children’s
hats sell for $5, adult hats
for $8 and sweaters for $10
to $15.

Werenchuk will be selling
her items outside the Royal
LePage office at 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday during the
parade.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Obituary
James Lundy

LUNDY, James —
Passed away peacefully
at St. Catharines General
Hospital on Monday
December 1, 2025 in his
39th year. Beloved son of
Tony and the late Denise
Lundy (2019). Caring
brother of Mike (Jennifer)
Lundy. Loving uncle of
Rose. James will be sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

Cremation and a private family service has taken place.
Arrangements entrusted to Morgan Funeral Home, 415
Regent St. Niagara-on-the-Lake. In lieu of flowers, those
who wish may make a memorial donation to the Humane
Society of Greater Niagara. Memories, photos and
condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com

For obituary and memorial inquiries,
please contact editor@niagaranow.com.

Epp Family

FRESH FRUIT

THANK YOU

FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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NOTL author searching for Ralph Lauren

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Rita Brown has made her
mark in the fashion world
many times over.

She spent 43 years at the
Shaw Festival as a senior
cutter and head of ward-
robe. She toured interna-
tionally promoting Papiers
a la Mode with collaborator
Isabelle de Borchgrave, fea-
turing paper dresses Brown
designed and de Borchgrave
painted. Her work has taken
her from New York to St.
Petersburg to London.

Brown, now living in
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Old
Town, is also preparing
to release a book in early
2026 on the ladies’ riding
habit — women’s equestrian
sportswear — a project
that took her 10 years to
complete. The book is titled
“The Lady’s Riding Habit:
The Evolution of Women’s
Equestrian Dress.”

“There weren’t that many
books about it,” she said.
“And so, I really delved
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Rita Brown toured globally
for her paper dresses and
has spent 10 years writing
a book about women'’s
athletic fashion. She hopes
someone can put her in
touch with Ralph Lauren
for permission to republish
photos. DAN SMEENK

heavily into it.”

But one challenge re-
mains: securing approval to
reprint a photo of a notable
Ralph Lauren women’s
sportswear piece.

Brown said photo
permissions for the book
cost about $10,000 in total
for roughly 150 images, a
process that was usually

straightforward. She re-
ceived permission for every
photo within a year — ex-
cept anything from Ralph
Lauren.

The book is moving ahead
without those images, but
Brown said the omission
matters because of Ralph
Lauren’s influence on the
style she is documenting.

“There is no one who, sort
of, what shall I say, parlayed
his fashion business into
a fashion empire by sort
of using aspects of both
American but I would argue
mostly English aristocratic
dress,” she said. “And very
much of it was parts of the
riding habit.”

She said she hoped to in-
clude a “lovely” photograph,
but struggled to even reach
the company, despite her
decades in fashion.

“I tried to get in touch
with Ralph Lauren over a
period of two years,” she
said.

After receiving no
response, she set the issue
aside for a time, then asked
her son to reach out to a
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vision to life.
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We are remodeling experts!

Whether it's a stunning
kitchen, a spa-like bathroom,
or a functional, stylish
basement, we will bring your

Quality craftsmanship, modern
designs, and a hassle-free
experience. Let us make your
dream space a reality!

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Brandon Noel
oTec 905 -325-2766

www.oldetownebuildingcompany.com

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME

WITH OLDE TOWNE BUILDING CO.

Olde Towne

friend who she thought
might have contacts at the
company. That led nowhere,
as did her efforts to contact
the Ralph Lauren public
relations department.

“Nothing seemed to
work,” said Brown.

That brings her back to
NOTL.

Her friend Ruth Denyer
wondered whether someone
in town might have a con-
nection to Ralph Lauren.

Denyer believes that in
NOTL, “there’s a way to
connect to anyone if you
know where to look,” citing
an example of a local con-
nection that linked her to
George Clooney.

Brown hopes someone in
NOTL can help her reach
the fashion house and
secure permission for the
image — a detail she says
is significant for those who
care about the history of
women’s sport.

“It was the first set of
clothing especially made for
a woman to participate in
sport,” she said.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Wine and holidays:

a perfect pairing!
Whether it’s a gift for someone special or for yourself,

CCOQVI has courses starting in the new year that are
perfectly suited for everyone.

Upcoming Winter opportunities:

Wine Appreciation 2:
Explore the Wine Regions of the World
January 28, 2026 ¢ In-person (evenings)

Certification in Ontario Wines
January 26, 2026 ¢ Online

Have fun while learning with the wine
experts at CCOV/I’s Professional and
Continuing Studies.

Learn more and register: brocku.ca/cool-courses

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Lake Report

PLEDGE IT

Pledge your support for The Lake Report,
your trusted, award-winning source for NOTL news

The Lake Report’s Pledge It campaign
has two main components:

1. Pledge a recurring annual donation
to support journalism in NOTL.

2. Pledge an endowment to the paper so your
dedication continues to have a positive impact
on the community after you are gone.

What your pledge supports:

« Original, independent civic journalism

« Holding our elected leaders accountable

- Charities and local non-profit organizations
- Local artists and arts organizations

« Local businesses and entrepreneurs

« Families in our community
« Preserving NOTLs history
- Historic organizations

Bl

Pledge your annual donation at

www.lakereport.ca/donate-today

Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com
to let us know of endowment plans
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CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA:(289) 214-4394.

CALL ANGELIKA = SOLD'

BROUGHT BROUGHT
THE BUYER THE BUYER
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%" THANK YOU TO ALL OUR WONDERFUL CLIENTS WHO
| WE HAD THE PLEASURE OF WORKING WITH THIS PAST
YEAR. THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND REVIEWS,
REFERRALS, AND ABOVE ALL, A HEARTFELT THANK
YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! WISHING ALL THE
WARMEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON.

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD é

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE RIGHT ar

e ———— OME
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKETEAM H
Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake ﬂ& ASSOCIATES

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS* LUXURY REAL ESTATE

*TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.




