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Hot enough for you?

People seek refuge at NOTL beach, but is the water safe?

e

Swimmers try to beat the heat on Saturday, but were they aware the beach was unsafe due to E coll" Unt||
Wednesday, there was no sign warning people of the unsafe levels of bacteria. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

ummer’s finally here and
S thanks to record-breaking

temperatures and humidity
this week, many people sought
refuge in air-conditioned comfort,
shade or a dip in Lake Ontario.

The mercury hit the high 30s
Celsius but with the Florida-like
oppressive humidity, it felt like 45
C or worse.

With school winding down,
many Niagara-on-the-Lake chil-
dren stayed home and those who
didn’t sought comfort wherever AC
or shade was available. Pools and
the Virgil splash pad were popular.

Kevin MacLean | The Lake Report

Many seasonal farmworkers,

accustomed to working in the heat,

were still on the job in sauna-like
conditions, though fewer of them
were seen toiling in the fields.

And a social media campaign
was launched to buy cooling
towels to help them cope with the
crazy temperatures.

Over the weekend, particularly,
dozens of visitors opted to take a
soothing dunk in Lake Ontario.

But there was a problem: for the
past week, starting last Thursday,
the E. coli levels were unsafe at
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s only moni-

tored beach — at Queen’s Royal
Park, near the gazebo.

And unless you knew to check
Niagara Region’s online beach
water advisories, you probably
wouldn’t be aware that dangerous
E. coli counts had forced closure
of Queen’s Royal and several other
beaches around the region.

The region tests Queen’s Royal
every Tuesday and Thursday from
Victoria Day to Labour Day —
and while many factors includ-
ing heat, wind, larger numbers

Continued on Page 3
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Former
fire chief
chosen as
NOTLs
new CAO

Zahraa Hmood
The Lake Report

After a 17-month search
for someone to step up and
fill the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s top administra-
tive role, the municipal-
ity has found its full-time
replacement in former
councillor and fire chief
Nick Ruller.

Starting July 7, Ruller will
begin serving as the town’s
chief administrative officer,
taking over for interim chief
administrator Bruce Zvani-
ga, who took on the role in
January 2024 as a tempo-
rary replacement while the
town began looking for
its successor — a process
mired by roadblocks along

Continued on Page 3

Man pleads guilty to hit-run that killed 84-year-old cyclist

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

It is now up to a judge to
decide what penalty a driver
should receive for “reckless-
ly” running over an 84-year-

old Niagara-on-the-Lake
cyclist who later died.
Richard Alan Moore
pleaded guilty last Friday
in the July 13, 2023, crash
that left Nestor Chemerika
severely injured and lying

Living longer? Sure.
Living well? That's the real question.

Regenalife™ uses Al-powered screening to catch disease
early — often before symptoms begin.

in a ditch on East and West
Line.

He died at Greater Ni-
agara General Hospital in
Niagara Falls 12 days later.

It was the second time
Moore pleaded guilty to the

single count of “reckless

operation of a conveyance.”

In an unusual twist, his
initial plea, before a differ-
ent judge in January, was
tossed out after a dispute
over certain information
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that should not have been
presented to the court.

The driver left the scene,

but last week before Supe-
rior Court Justice Michael
Bordin, Moore admitted

he was driving the pickup

truck that struck Chemer-
ika.

The St. Catharines court
heard that evidence showed
Chemerika was riding in the

Continued on Page 5
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After 100 days with climate co-ordinator, activists want more action

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

As climate change and the
environment have seen more
and more community inter-
est and activism, the town
responded in early February
by hiring Kassie Burns as
NOTLs climate change co-
ordinator.

Burns, who graduated
from Brock University last
year with a master’s in
sustainability, has now been
on the job for more than 100
days.

Her job thus far, she said,
is one where she “couldn’t
be happier.”

“I work with a variety of
people,” she said. “Different
departments internally here
but also externally.”

She listed Niagara Region,
Niagara Climate Change
Action Network and “all the
different municipalities in
Niagara” as among those
she works with outside of
the municipality.

Burns said that her re-
sponsibilities with the town
so far have included review-
ing bylaws and policies that
deal with climate change.

In the long term, she said
there is a litany of things

5

the town is looking to do
to make an impact on the
climate.

“The climate change
adaptation plan, in particu-
lar, has a long list of action
items,” she said. “Like
developing a stormwater
management plant, advanc-
ing our urban forestry plan,
or supporting our water-
front plan.”

The NOTL climate
change adaptation plan is
an outline created by the
municipality in 2022, which
outlines six areas for them

NEW LISTING
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Senlors for Climate in Niagara member Lidija Biro helped put on an event at the NOTL
Community Centre on Monday to push back against bills 5 and 17. SUPPLIED

to focus on: Climate change
policy, urban forests, flood
risks, building construction,
risk assessment and public
awareness and education.

Beyond the town’s envi-
ronmental efforts, there is
also a somewhat different
perspective on them by lo-
cals who have long focused
on the town’s environmen-
tal efforts, including the
climate change adaptation
plan.

Take Lidija Biro, the
founder of Seniors for Cli-
mate in Niagara and some-

TN
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one who lives in NOTL.

Her organization works
on local environmental pro-
tection and advocacy that
also connects to broader
efforts beyond NOTL.

On top of activities like
tree planting and other local
environmental efforts, Biro
said that there were also
more immediate local en-
vironmental concerns they
advocate for.

“Another concern for us
is the high traffic volumes,”
she said. “There is high
traffic gridlock and there

NEW LISTING
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are parking issues. We are
still advocating a traffic cop
and an (electric vehicle)
shuttle to alleviate some of
that traffic.”

Biro’s organization have
also been operating at a
policy level: Pushing the
municipality, and others, to
act.

“There were some town
halls last year, she said. “We
called our local municipal
government out on the
fact that they had plans for
climate adaptation, and they
were supposed to be getting
a climate co-ordinator and
that got put off and put off.”

“That was when the lord
mayor said that one had
been hired a couple days
before.”

Biro said hiring Burns
was a good thing, but over-
all, there has been “mini-
mal, minimal action” by the
municipality.

She also said that she
and her organization were
disappointed in past council
actions on climate change.

She said, for example, that
she was “disappointed” that
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
and NOTL councillors
had refused to sign a letter
aimed at federal govern-
ment leaders called “Elbows

Up For Climate Action,”
because it included a state-
ment about pipelines.

“(Zalepa) said, ‘I do agree
with many points contained
in the letter,” said Biro.
“’But I cannot support the
following statement: ‘new
pipelines require massive
public havoc, trample on
indigenous sovereignty, and
mean more climate disasters
hitting our cities and towns
in years to come’ ... ‘That’s
an inaccurate statement
and a generalization and
does not reflect facts in all
instances.”

The lord mayor said he
didn’t remember anything
about this letter.

Biro said there are more
than 50 environmental
groups in the Niagara region
currently pushing for action
on the environment and
climate change.

Niagara Region also
pledged to get its corporate
emissions down to net zero
by 2050.

But after a long time of
advocacy by these organiza-
tions, is the town more on
the right path on environ-
mental issues?

“It is very much narrowly
more,” said Biro.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Nick Ruller returns to NOTL

Continued from Front Page

the way.

Zvaniga took over for for-
mer CAO Marnie Cluckie,
who served for three years
before resigning in Decem-
ber 2023 to become Hamil-
ton’s city manager.

Ruller, who grew up and
currently lives in NOTL,
was elected as a councillor
in the 2022 election and
served for two years, then
stepped down last Sep-
tember to take on a role as
Brampton’s fire chief. Coun.
Andrew Niven was appoint-
ed to his seat in council.

He previously served
as NOTL's fire chief from
2019 to 2022 and has been
a volunteer firefighter with
NOTLs fire department for
several years.

A June 19 media release
from the Town of NOTL

Nick Ruller.

announcing Ruller as the
new CAO states that Ruller
“most recently served as
the fire chief for the City of
Brampton, where he pro-
vided executive oversight to
nearly 600 staff and man-
aged multi-million-dollar
budgets.”

“With over 25 years of
experience in municipal
government, Nick brings a
wealth of expertise, strate-
gic vision, and a collabora-

tive approach to the role,”
the release states.

The town’s search for a
new, full-time CAO went
longer than it expected —
originally, the town had
planned to find a new CAO
before the start of this year,
but securing a replacement
proved challenging.

Last year, approximately
70 people applied for the
role, and following the inter-
view process, the town had
a top candidate on its list,
but, as Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa shared at the time,
“we weren’t able to make
terms with them,” which he
called “disappointing.”

In April, the town shared
that three different candi-
dates were offered the role,
all of whom declined, “for
various personal and profes-
sional reasons.”

The June 19 media release

as CAO

didn’t share how it came

to be that Ruller would

take on this new role, but
shared a statement from
him in which he said it is

a “tremendous honour” to
have been chosen as the new
CAO.

“I look forward to work-
ing closely with the lord
mayor, council, members
of staff, and the commu-
nity at large collaboratively
and purposefully, ensuring
that Niagara-on-the-Lake
continues to be a place
where its rich heritage is
preserved while embracing
opportunity, innovation, and
high quality of life for all
its residents,” he said in the
release.

The town’s next meeting
after July 7 is the committee
of the whole planning meet-
ing on Tuesday, July 8.

zahraa@niagaranow.com

Up to swimmers to check water quality status

Continued from Front Page

of swimmers and heavy
rainfall can all affect E. coli
results, as of Wednesday,
the beach was still consid-
ered unsafe.

The previous day’s testing
still showed high levels of
E. coli.

On the weekend, and
again Wednesday afternoon,
that didn’t stop people and
pets from swimming, wad-
ing and frolicking in the
water. On Sunday, young
children were seen ingest-
ing water as they played in
the lake, because that’s what
kids will do.

E. coli is especially dan-
gerous for children, seniors
and those with depressed
immune systems, the region
warns on its website.

And the Mayo Clinic says
swallowing water with high
E. coli content can lead to
an infection that causes
stomach cramps, diarrhea
and vomiting.

In severe cases, it can lead
to kidney failure. It usually
is more severe in children
than adults.

But until The Lake Report
started asking questions
earlier this week, there were
no signs posted warning
people that E. coli counts
are elevated and the NOTL
beach is closed.

Signs on the beach are no
longer the region’s policy
— although, by Wednesday
afternoon, officials had
replaced the innocuous
“Welcome to the beach”
sign at Queen’s Royal with
the formerly used bright
yellow signs warning people
to avoid the water.

That change only came

This Beach
is Monitored
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after repeated questions
by The Lake Report to the
region and the town.

The region’s public health
department has changed
how it lets you know that
water problems might be
lurking at the local beach.
And it is now up to beach-
goers to figure it out.

The bright yellow “warn-
ing” sign that resurfaced
this week at Queen’s Royal
has been replaced by online
notices that the public has
to seek out.

“Posting beach water
quality results on our
website provides instant
updates as soon as results
are received, offering one
trusted source of informa-
tion and reflecting best
practices in public health
communication,” Niagara

Above: After inquiries

from The Lake Report, the
region added signage at
Queen’s Royal Park to warn
swimmers of exposure to
excessive bacteria. KEVIN

MACLEAN

Left: New signs like this one
are coming to Niagara's
beaches. But they won't tell
you explicitly if the water is
dangerous. SOURCED

public health spokesperson
Meghan Marchand said in

response to questions from
The Lake Report.

As well, “we recommend
swimmers always consider
weather and water quality
indicators such as if there is
a large number of swim-
mers, wind and high waves,
large number of birds,
recent heavy rainfall, and
cloudy water,” she added.

“Bacteria levels in beach
water can change rapidly,
often faster than static signs
can reflect. In addition to
posting beach water test
results on our website,
educating the public is a
key part of supporting safe
swimming decisions.”

Newly designed signs that
state “This beach is moni-
tored” offer educational

advice, a weblink and a QR
code to the region’s test
result site.

However, those signs
have not been installed at
Queen’s Royal yet. Instead,
all weekend and early this
week there was a sign say-
ing, “Welcome to the beach”
and “Help keep our beaches
clean.” Below that was
information about what can
cause water problems.

Unfortunately, nowhere do
the “welcome” or “moni-
tored” new signs tell you
whether the beach is safe
to use.

That is now left up to the
user.

On the weekend some
beachgoers were surprised
when told the water had
high E. coli levels. And on
Monday most of the people
just wanted to relax and not
worry about any problems.

“I wouldn’t go very far”
into the water, said Jeff
Pace.

“I assume it’s not safe to
swim here,” added Mehmet
Oztemir. “I'm here to relax.”

However, Coltt Carthew
felt that if “it’s a health haz-
ard, there should be notice,”
adding if he knew that he
probably wouldn’t have
gone to the beach.

Kaylee MacKay, who was
there with Carthew, agreed
she wouldn’t hit the beach
if she knew it had E. coli
problems.

A Town of NOTL spokes-
person said the town and
region “work together to en-
sure that public notice signs
are appropriately posted at
designated locations.

- With files from Dan
Smeenk

kevin@niagaranow.com
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Speed cam cut down a third time

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Third time’s a charm for
Niagara Region and police?

The automated speed
enforcement camera in
front of Crossroads Public
School in Virgil came down
for a third time in less than
a month on Tuesday. This
latest vandalism incident
is sparking more concerns
about who did this and what
police and the region, with
whom a contractor owns
and operates the camera, are
doing about this.

Unlike the last two times,
when the camera was sawed
off at the base, this time the
camera was sawed down
closer to the middle of the
pole.

Scott Fraser, the region’s
associate director of trans-
portation planning, says the
region is aware of this most
recent incident of vandal-
ism and is working with the
camera vendor to repair the
speed camera and have it
back and work ““as soon as
possible.”

Fraser also said that this
time, the region is looking
into having extra rein-
forcements to help prevent

The region says it may install a closed-circuit TV near the

speed camera to combat vandalism. DANIEL SMEENK

more cameras from being
vandalized.

“We are also currently
evaluating options and
alternatives to best ad-
dress the issue of vandal-
ism of the automated
speed enforcement camera
near Crossroads, and this
includes the potential of
installing closed-circuit
TV.” he said.

“We have not made a final
determination about this
option, but we are review-
ing this possibility, which
includes addressing privacy
and technical issues, among
others. The use of closed-cir-
cuit TV is common practice
in the region to safeguard
infrastructure assets and
increase public safety.”

Fraser also said Niagara
Region is not giving up on
these speed enforcement

cameras and said it is an im-
portant part of the region’s
Vision Zero initiative, to
decrease and eliminate seri-
ous injuries and deaths on
regional roads.

“The presence of (auto-
mated speed enforcement)
cameras has, overall, shown
positive results in changing
driver behaviour and reduc-
ing the number of speeding
vehicles across the region.”

The camera at Crossroads
Public School was origi-
nally supposed to be there
until August.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident is
encouraged to contact the
Niagara Regional Police
Service at (905)-688-4111
or Crimestoppers Niagara
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or crimestoppersniagara.ca.

daniel@niagaranow.com
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Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake
residents can expect a bump
in tourism — and a new,
car-free way to travel from
Old Town to Toronto or
Niagara Falls — thanks to a
seasonal bus service launch-
ing Thursday.

FlixBus, an intercity bus
service, announced in a
June 20 press release that
as of June 26, it will offer
direct service to and from
Toronto Union Station’s
Bus Terminal, Rapidsview
Park in Niagara Falls and 51
Queen’s Parade in NOTL.

The seasonal service will
run through Nov. 2 and
offer two trips per day, six
days a week, Wednesdays
excluded.

“More people are going
to be able to get to Niagara-
on-the-Lake,” said Kathy
Weiss, executive director for
Tourism Niagara-on-the-
Lake, the town’s destination
marketing organization.

Weiss said the schedule
gives visitors about eight
hours to explore, dine and
shop in town between pick-
up and drop-off — plenty
of time to support local

A new seasonal FlixBus bus service starts June 26 and will
offer direct rides from both Toronto and Niagara Falls to
Niagara-on-the-Lake — and back. SUPPLIED

restaurants, boutiques and
attractions.

“That’s eight hours of
exploring our community,”
she said, adding the service
makes it easy to check off
Toronto, Niagara Falls and
Niagara-on-the-Lake all in
one go, on the same bus.

FlixBus and Niagara
Region Transit are com-
pletely separate, said Weiss.
FlixBus is privately run and
operated, while regional
transit is run by Niagara
Region: “They have nothing
to do with each other.”

Karina Frayter, head of
communications at Flix
North America, said the
company has had high de-
mand from travellers look-

ing for easy and cheap ways
to get to NOTL, “without
relying on a car or private
shuttle service.”

“Getting here by public
transit hasn’t always been
easy,” said Frayter in an
email.

The seasonal service will
help fill that gap — part
of the company’s broader
mission to make travel more
accessible across Ontario
and beyond, she said.

Looking to pack up and
head out? Two trips are
leaving NOTL tomorrow
— one for Niagara Falls
and one for Toronto. Times,
costs and more can be
found at flixbus.ca.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Niagara-on-the-Lake
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narrow, paved bike lane on
East and West Line when he
was hit from behind.

On Friday, Moore, now
38, re-entered his plea and
later apologized for his ac-
tions after his GMC Sierra
pickup truck hit Chemerika.

Bordin reserved sentenc-
ing in the case and will
hand down the penalty later
this year. No date for sen-
tencing has been set yet.

Deputy Crown attorney
Todd Morris urged him
to send Moore to jail for
12 months, while defence
lawyer Jeffrey Manishen
argued that a two-year
sentence of house arrest was
more appropriate.

The maximum sentence
for such a charge is life in
prison.

In an emotional and
heart-felt presentation,
Chemerika’s daughter, Den-
nise Falzoi, was on hand to
tell the court in-person how
the death of her father has
affected the family.

The day of the crash “dra-
matically changed our lives
forever,” she said in her
victim impact statement.

Her father, a retired GM
worker who worked hard
to stay fit, was on his daily
bike ride along East and
West Line, near Niagara
Street, not far from his
home when he “became
a victim of a horrific hit-
and-run.”

“There’s not a day that
goes by that I'm not tor-
tured, wondering what my
dad went through while he
was lying in the ditch in
agony and bleeding,” Falzoi
told the court.

“Will someone see me?
Will someone help me? Or
is this at the end for me?”

“This is unimaginable for
me, his daughter. It’s the
unknown that is so unbear-
able. Seeing my dad in the
hospital so helpless and ter-
rified broke my heart.”

“There wasn’t a spot on
his body that wasn’t cut,
bruised or broken,” she said.

“I can’t imagine and un-
derstand how Richard Alan
Moore could just drive away
and try to hide what he did
and continue on with his life
like nothing happened. It’s
mind-boggling.”

Morris also read into the
record victim statements
from Falzoi’s brother Nestor
Jr. and her dad’s older
brother Walter.

They both reiterated
the deep sense of loss the
family felt and the pain
that Nestor Sr. endured as a
result of the incident.

In arguing for a 12-month
jail sentence, Morris repeat-
edly stated that Moore was

reckless in not remaining
at the scene or returning to
help Chemerika.

Instead, as witnesses
and surveillance video
unearthed by investigators
showed, Moore continued
driving toward his home in
Niagara Falls.

“We know that (Chemer-
ika) did not die on impact,”
Morris said.

66 I can’t imagine
and understand
how Richard Alan
Moore could just
drive away and try
to hide what he
did and continue
on with his life
like nothing
happened. It’s
mind-boggling.”

DENISE FALZOI
DAUGHTER OF HIT-RUN VICTIM

“We also know that the
accused’s own assistance
could have made a differ-
ence, especially since he’s a
volunteer firefighter.”

Within days of the crash,
when police questioned
Moore at his home, his
truck was still visibly dam-
aged but “it was obvious”
that some attempts had been
made to repair the vehicle,
Morris said in reading an
agreed statement of facts.

Asked about the truck,
which was parked in the
driveway, Moore told police
it was registered to his
father, Alan.

When officers told Moore
they were looking for the

Above: During their investigation into the crash that killed
cyclist Nestor Chemerika, police issued this image of the
suspect vehicle. NIJAGARA REGIONAL POLICE

Left: At age 84, retired GM worker Nestor Chemerika rode
his bicycle daily along East and West Line, his daughter

told the court. FILE

vehicle involved in a hit-
and-run and asked if he had
been on East and West Line
on July 13, Moore an-
swered, “I don’t remember.”

He also denied replacing
the passenger side mirror.

It was a Thursday eve-
ning, not yet dark, when
Chemerika was struck,
likely between 7:40 and
7:54 p.m., Morris said.

Thursday is fish fry night
at the NOTL Legion and
police received a tip that
Moore was a regular cus-
tomer there. He worked as
a contractor and had clients
in NOTL.

On the night Chemerika
was hit, Moore, wearing a
“volunteer fire department”
T-shirt, was captured on
video at the Legion buying

a pitcher of beer at 7:02 p.m.

However, Morris noted,
there was no video showing
Moore drinking beer that
night.

NOTL fire chief Jay Plato
confirmed Moore had been
a volunteer with the depart-
ment but resigned about six
years ago.

Video from a home on
Niagara Street in NOTL
recorded Moore’s pewter-
coloured 1999 GMC Sierra
pickup travelling toward
East and West Line at 7:40
p-m., with no damage to the
passenger side of the truck.

Less than 15 minutes
later, at 7:54 p.m., video
from a home in St. Davids
showed Moore’s truck head-
ed toward Niagara Falls. Its
passenger side mirror was
missing.

Meanwhile, Const. Vin-
cent St. Pierre was on patrol
at 8:22 p.m. along East and
West Line when he spotted

a single black running shoe
and some vehicle debris in
the middle of the road.

He stopped and found
Chemerika in a roadside
ditch, barely conscious and
badly injured. His badly
damaged blue bicycle was
nearby, as was a large
mirror assembly and other
vehicle debris.

Paramedics arrived eight
minutes later and the victim
was taken first to a local
hospital and then airlifted
to Hamilton.

The section of East and
West Line near where
Chemerika was hit has a
narrow, paved bicycle lane
along the shoulder, Morris
noted.

The investigation showed
he was riding in the des-
ignated bike lane when he
was struck.

When members of the
Niagara police collision
reconstruction unit checked
the scene on the night
of July 13, they found a
“fresh gouge scratch and
tire marks in the paved
north side shoulder” and
determined that’s where the
collision occurred.

That collision left
Chemerika with a fractured
skull and broken left arm,
along with numerous other
injuries, Morris said.

He was carrying no
identification but one of
the NOTL firefighters
who responded to the call
recognized him and knew
he lived barely 250 metres
away.

Chemerika died on
July 25,2023. Moore was
arrested and charged on
Oct. 3 following a lengthy
investigation.

TUESDAY, JULY 1°" FROM 12- 8PM

CANADA DAY
PARTY!

DJ HOST CHRISTIE HAILS 12-3PM

LIVE MUSIC FROM 3-7PM
WITH THE HONKY TONK HEROES

BBQ | PRIZES | PATIO BEER/WINE TENT

Ihe
egion.

Ro(KS

410 KING ST, NOTL | 905-468-2353 | LEGION124@GMAIL.COM

VESPA FOR SALE

2022 Vespa Primavera

Touring Scooter 49cc
Never Been Driven!! 0 km. Yes, that’s
Right.
Never!
So why sell? I’'m happy to tell the story
to the serious buyer 1
$4500.00 firm.
Compare with the price
for new 2025 Primavera

Contact seller directly email:

tomretail@hotmail.com and
enter Vespa in subject line

TONY.BALDINELLI@PARL.GC.CA
TONYBALDINELLIMP.CA

C TONY BALDINELLI )
DAL B 905-353-9590

St. Davids-Queenston United Church

1453 York Rd. St Davids Sunday Worship
905-262-5242 6 10:30 a.m.
www.stdavids-queenstonuc.ca Also online
Minister: Rev. YongSeok Baek Visit our website

HANDYMAN HANS CAN

Junkand bush removal, power washing (house, driveway,
patio, polymeric sand, sealants, brick leveling, root removal),
home installations (grab bars, railings, toilets, vents, TVs, etc.),
wall hangings, furniture assembly, household cleaning and
repairs (eavestroughs, windows, carpet, leaky taps),
organizing, hoarding help, tree and bush cutting/trimming,
weeding, planting, yard clean-up, painting, deck staining, car,
truck, and boat detailing/polishing, loader and excavator
services, and moving services.

905-246-1843

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.
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Powwow and lacrosse will meet at Butler’s Barracks this fall

Paige Seburn

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

As National Indigenous
History Month comes to a
close, the Niagara Regional
Native Centre is giving
residents of Niagara-on-the-
Lake and beyond something
big to look forward to: A
huge traditional lacrosse
tournament with hundreds
of players at Butler’s Bar-
racks this fall.

A traditional powwow,
with drumming, dancing
and celebration, will take
place alongside it.

Both the annual powwow
and the centre’s first-ever la-
crosse tournament will take
place on Saturday, Sept. 13
from noon to 5 p.m. and are
free and open to the public.

“We’re hoping for 400
people,” said director of
programming Michael Buck
about the tournament. He
grew up playing lacrosse in
Niagara.

“It’1l just be one really
great, big festival-style day.”

Niibin Buck plays lacrosse with a smile outside at the
Niagara Regional Native Centre during the 2024 Youth
and Elders Conference. His uncle, Michael Buck, is helping
organize the upcoming traditional tournament at Butler’s
Barracks in Niagara-on-the-Lake and hopes to see 400
people take part. SUPPLIED

The Dewa’é:6’ Char-
ity Tournament, named
after the Seneca word for
lacrosse, will open with a
traditional-format game on
a 500-metre field, featuring
wooden sticks, no nets or
boundaries, just posts, and
no set number of players,

although each team is ex-
pected to have about 150.

“Just a really good, wide
open, fun game for anyone
to join,” said Buck.

Halley Irwin, the centre’s
director of development and
community engagement,
said the style of play reflects

historic games once held on
the same grounds.

In the 1800s, she said,
the Indian Council House
on the Niagara Commons
was where thousands of
Indigenous people came
annually to negotiate trea-
ties with the British Crown
— gatherings which often
included traditional games
like lacrosse.

The last recorded match
there was in 1860, she said,
between the Mohawk and

Seneca nations. Seneca won.

To honour this return,
Seneca elders in Irving,
NY., gifted the tourna-
ment a traditional name:
“Eshénostganye’ héoweh
ténotganye:ak onéhjih —
“They’ll play again where
they used to play a long
time ago,” Irwin said in an
email.

Modern-format games
will also take place to show
lacrosse’s evolution and
Indigenous roots, she said.

The centre hopes to draw
lacrosse communities from
across Ontario and New

York and even tourists pass-
ing through Old Town, said
Buck, to show lacrosse as

a responsibility, a form of
medicine and a way of life.
“It’s more than just a sport,”
he said.

“Being indigenous, I have
a deeper connection to la-
crosse,” he said, adding that
he hopes the tournament
helps younger, non-Indig-
enous players gain a better
understanding of what the
game means to Indigenous
communities.

“I hope it helps them
relate to Indigenous teams
more and Indigenous play-
ers on their teams,” he said.

Buck said both events
will give the centre a
chance to show it can host
large gatherings for both
Indigenous and wider Ni-
agara communities.

Powwow coordinator Phil
Davis said the powwow will
be a place to “come together
and give thanks for having
the life that we have,” said
Davis. “It’s a celebration of
life, is what it is.”

After three years at the
Meridian Centre in St.
Catharines, the powwow is
returning to an outdoor set-
ting — this time, at Butler’s
Barracks, a site Irwin said is
rich with Indigenous history
and “provides the perfect
backdrop.”

“We’re so excited to be
outside again,” said Buck.

“Our community and the
public have been asking for
it,” added Davis.

The family-friendly, alco-
hol and drug-free day will
also feature traditional-style
food, Indigenous craft, dem-
onstrations of traditional
games and more opportuni-
ties for cultural learning,
Irwin said.

Pow wows were once
banned under the Indian Act
in 1876 and it wasn’t until
1951 that those prohibitions
were lifted, said Irwin.

“Today, powwows serve
as powerful expressions of
cultural resilience, pride and
community connection,”
she said.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

vision to life.

Slumnptttogs sepiny com

We are remodeling experts!

Whether it’s a stunning
kitchen, a spa-like bathroom,
or a functional, stylish
basement, we will bring your

Quality craftsmanship, modern
designs, and a hassle-free
experience. Let us make your
dream space a reality!

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Brandon Noel
oTec 905 -325-2766

www.oldetownebuildingcompany.com

TRANSFORM
YOUR HOME

WITH OLDE TOWNE BUILDING CO.

Olde Towne

.~ g =2 —ai

MISKOW GENERATORS AND ELECTRIC LTD.

Sales

THE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS
Installation

Service

905994 - 1715

www.miskowgenerators.com

* Full Service Electrlcal Contractor

* Customer S

* Essential Preventatlve Mamtenance Packages

* All work completed by O

ed Electricians, Gas

Technicians and Certified Generac Generator

Mechanics

! (oac)

* FREE In-Home Quotations

Q Generator @
N Installation and

Service

Electrical
Experience

Genera

GENERAC

+ Automatic StandiY Senerator

=
-
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Strawberry Festival goes 40 years strong

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Strawberries, sunshine
and 40 years of neighbourly
know-how drew more than
5,000 people to St. An-
drew’s Presbyterian Church
on Saturday.

Run entirely by church
volunteers, the annual
strawberry festival show-
cased local berries with
crepes, barbecue, live music
and an expanded children’s
zone — making it a sum-
mer staple for residents and
returning visitors.

The one-day fundraiser,
held at the church on Sim-
coe Street, pumped tens of
thousands of dollars into
upkeep of the 231-year-old
building.

“It’s better than it was last
year and it seems to be ex-
ceeding expectations,” said
organizer Kathy Hunter.

By 10:30 a.m., the event
had already sold out of pies,
though jams and preserves
were still available through-
out the day.

Ruth Hunter serves strawberry shortcake up during the
annual St. Andrew'’s festival. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

She credited four decades
of trial and error for the
festival’s smooth operation.

“We’ve got it sort of down
to where we like it,” she
said.

Festival proceeds go
directly into preserving
the historic church, which
was rebuilt in 1831 after

By noon, festival-goers
had purchased more than
14,000 food tickets, which
could be traded in for
crepes, ice cream and other
treats.

“We start making jam in
January or February and go
right through until the end
of May,” Hunter said.

the original structure was
burned during the War of
1812.

The Rev. Bernie Skelding
praised the festival’s out-
reach beyond the congrega-
tion.

“The event is something
the congregation anticipates
every year and works to-
gether on. It’s a real anchor-
ing point for us,” he said.

The festival also included
a silent auction, where at-
tendees could bid on more
than 300 items, many of
which were donated to the
church to support the fund-
raising effort.

The NOTL Writers’
Circle also took part, setting
up a book-laden table across
the street from the church
to promote the group and
showcase members’ books.

Next up on the local
festival calendar is the St.
Mark’s Cherry Festival
on July 5, followed by the
Peach Festival, hosted by St.
Vincent de Paul Parish, on
Aug. 8 and 9.

andrew@niagaranow.com

Cherry Festival returns
to St. Mark’s July 5

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Hundreds of homemade
cherry pies will be up for
grabs when St. Mark’s
Anglican Church hosts its
annual Cherry Festival on
Friday, July 5.

The event runs from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the
church’s Byron Street
grounds and includes fresh
cherries, a barbecue, bake
table, children’s games,
live music and a new silent
auction.

Admission is free and all
proceeds support upkeep of
the 1804 church and its his-

toric stained-glass windows.

“The highlight is the
cherry pies, which are
made from local cherries
by volunteers at the church,
and this year we have 550
pies made,” said organizer
Andrea Douglas.

The pies took two months
to prepare, with help from
the kitchen at St. John’s An-

glican Church. Cherries are
sourced from Vineland and
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

A pre-sale of silent auc-
tion items and donated trea-
sures takes place Thursday,
July 4, from 4 to 6 p.m. in
Addison Hall.

The Fort George Fife and
Drum Corps will perform
at noon, with a DJ spinning
music throughout the day.

“It’s important as a
fundraiser for our church
operations, but it’s equally
important as a community
event that’s truly valued,”
said Douglas.

Visitors are encouraged to
arrive early — the pies tend
to sell out fast.

\“\3

JULY 1,

Cnada

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
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PRESENTED BY FRIENDS OF FORT GEORGE AND PARKS CANADA

Cake donated by: Willow Cakes & Pastries

SIMCOE PARK
11:00 am - 3 pm
Rotary Club of NOTL BBQ Lunch

e Live music, kids entertainment, face
painters, a stilt walker, and Bluey mascot!

 Antique car display, Tiny Museum

FORT GEORGE
FREE ADMISSION 10 AM-10 PM &
& ALL DAY ACTIVITIES! &;‘*
4 pm -
Food Services at Fort George /
6:30 pm - Evening Program begins:

» Kiddie Militia and drill

o The 41st Regiment Fife & Drum Corps

o Musket Demonstrations

QUEEN STREET
3 pm ;
The giant “Cake Parade” featuring the 41st
Regiment Fife & Drum Corps which will
accompany the cake back to Simcoe Park
to be sliced and served at aprox. 3:30 pm.

For more information visit: niagaraonthelakerotary.ca or call: 647-686-9793

Musical entertainment: The Howling Horns

10 PM SPECTACULAR FIREWORKS DISPLAY!

For more information visit:

friendsoffortgeorge.ca or call: 905-468-6621

NIGZAR 5 e

Rotary :

Join the NOTL Chamber of Commerce
and the Outlet Collection at Niagara for a
special Chamber on Tap networking event!

? Outlet Collection at Niagara
%7 Thursday, June 26
1) 5:30-7:30 p.m.

(Note the later start time to allow for travel)

The Outlet Collection is excited to open its doors
to all NOTL businesses and Chamber members for an
evening of connection, conversation and community.

Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere, meet fellow
business professionals, and explore one
of the region’s premier retail destinations.

Let’s toast to new opportunities —
we look forward to seeing you there!

RSVP today and help spread the word
to fellow business owners!

Check out our social media sites
for the Eventbrite registration.

CHAMBER|of| COMMERCE

WISHTOR AND CONVENTION, SURE AU

MNIAGARA - ON-THE-LAKE

FREE PARKING

Stacey Mulholland, Membership Officer
Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce
289-547-7556




Page 8
June 26, 2025

HELPING SUPPORT THE

— GIANTCAKE =

From magical forests to Alice in Wonderland, Snow White and Willy Wonka,
Willow has delivered delicious cake to thousands of people ever year. Now we're giving back.
100% of the proceeds from this page will help support this year’s Canada Day cake parade.
Thank you to all our advertisers for helping The Lake Report support this NOTL tradition.

HAPPY (;L ULy DAY!

4 1
[ | 1 ]
EEE
BB cCONSTRUCTION NIAGARA INC

¥
-

~ PROUDLY
. CANADIAN

= (Message cordially approved

r....._"’""‘"" by DaBoss and Catshy)

1630 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil
905-468-9555

P N Happy W

NIAGARA UhEE
Canada Day!

MUSEUM
JOINUS ON JULY 1 FOR
FREE ADMISSION

43 CASTLEREAGH STREET | NOTLMUSEUM.CA

Personal donations can be made at:
gofundme.com/f/a-fundraiser-for-the-canada-day-cake

B

UPPER CANADA
MECHANICAL

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE )
"' | 905-651-0470
T T

Weeké‘;rg Hou Is:
Sat 9/;ar.-h--3pm

Cl@*ed

1634 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil:
___{'eour ile _rf.\e oad, Virgi ur:n 3
*905'4%8_"7815' 'ju__nefloral.ca FLORAL & GARDEN

Canada Day celebration

with Domino's Pizza

40% OFF any pizzas

Code: OFF40

Exp: July 31,2025

Valid only at 1501 Niagara Stone Rd. location
905-468-3434

&

Domino’s

- N

g ]

[\ R vorTy
HY

Coned®

Physiotherapy = Sports Physiotherapy = Concussion M -
Pelvic Health » Massage Therapy = Custom Bracing = Athletic Taping

OPEN DAILY
* 11:00 AM

i

245 KING ST. NOTL - 905-468-4443

IC, AND ENTERTAI

VISIT: THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM/ENTERTAINMENT FOR DETAILS

1

FOR WEEKLY EVE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY,

CANADA

1.1 Electric

Tim Jones | Niagara-on-the-Lake
905-980-4824 | ESA/ECRA #7011096

PROUD TO BE

PUB & GRILL

358 Mary St.
905-468-8727
sandtrappub.com
Open daily from
11 a.m.to 1a.m.

CANADIAN

Shop Online @

Shop In-Store @ BeauChapeau.co

42 QUEEN ST.
1-877-YOUR-HAT

- W
NOTLs FAVOURITE
CAR WASH!

5 Henegan Road | 519-404-2613
www.washandshineniagara.com
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What's on for Canada Day in town?

Staff
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake is
set to celebrate Canada’s
158th birthday in style this
Tuesday, with a full day
of festivities ranging from
fireworks to fine art and free
museum access.

Family fun
at Simcoe Park

From 11:30 am.to 3
p-m., the Rotary Club will
serve up a barbecue lunch at
Simcoe Park alongside live
music and a fife and drum
parade. The celebration will
feature a Canada Day cake-
cutting, a classic car show
and a visit from the NOTL
Tiny Museum.

Free entry and fireworks
at Fort George

Parks Canada is offer-
ing free admission to Fort
George from 10 a.m. to 10
p-m. Tuesday. The Howling
Horns, an eight-piece brass
band, perform at 7 p.m., with
fireworks to follow at 10.

Ravine fireworks
and live music

St. Davids will light up
the sky as Ravine Vineyard
Estate Winery hosts a night
of live entertainment and
fireworks. The fun begins at

A free fireworks show at Fort George will begin at 10 p.m. on July 1. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

5 p.m., with wine tastings
available until 6 p.m. The
fireworks are expected to
launch around 10 p.m. —
and yes, dogs are welcome.

Guests are encouraged
to bring a donation for
Gillian’s Place or the Gord
Downie & Chanie Wenjack
Fund.

Legion party
on King Street

Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 124 will host a
full slate of Canada Day
celebrations on King Street,
open to the public from

noon to 8 p.m.

A DJ will spin tunes from
noon to 3 p.m., followed by
live music from Marty Hop-
kins and the Honky Tonk
Heroes from 3 to 7 p.m.

The event will feature a
barbecue, a beer and wine
tent, and prize giveaways
throughout the day. Admis-
sion is free, and everyone is
welcome.

Artistry by the Lake
More than 60 Canadian
artists will showcase paint-
ings, jewellery, textiles and

other works at Queen’s

Royal Park during Art-
istry by the Lake, running
daily from 10 am.to 5
p-m. through Canada Day.
Admission is free.
Museum open house

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Museum will open both its
Castlereagh Street location
and Tiny Museum from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., with free
admission all day.

Whether you’re into
history or art, fireworks or
food, there’s something for
everyone this Canada Day
in NOTL.

The

Lake Report
PLEDGE IT

Pledge your support for The Lake Report,
your trusted, award-winning source for NOTL news

The Lake Report’s Pledge It campaign
has two main components:

1.Pledge a recurring annual donation
to support journalism in NOTL.

2.Pledge an endowment to the paper so your
dedication continues to have a positive impact
on the community after you are gone.

What your pledge supports:

+ Original, independent civic journalism

+ Holding our elected leaders accountable

+ Charities and local non-profit organizations
- Local artists and arts organizations

- Local businesses and entrepreneurs

- Families in our community .

- Preserving NOTL history E £ E
« Historic organizations '

Pledge your annual donation at
www.lakereport.ca/donate-today

Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com
to let us know of endowment plans

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Send a letter to the editor to

editor@niagaranow.com

Niagara-on-the-Lake

7' Top Producer May

2025 *

905-329-0353
Cindi@McGarrRealty.com

S Grr

846 Line 1, Niagara-on-the-Lake
List Price $589,000

CYNTHIA LOFORTI, REALTOR
Cindi@McGarrRealty.com 905.329.0353

Congratulations to

Cynthia & Amber Loforti

Realtors

2" Top Producer May

*
2025

905-359-5780
Amber@McGarrRealty.com

*McGarr Group Sales Volume

Please join us...

Niagara-onthe-Lake
Community Centre

\

W

Monday July 28th
10:30 AM-12 PM

187 Queen Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake
$2,500,000

NICOLE MARSH-BURKE, BROKER
Nicole@McGarrRealty.com 905.751.5171

7 Fedorkow Lane, Niagara-on-the-Lake

$1,299,000
L '. . . 1 r =

e

1644 SQUARE FOOT BUNGALOW WITH IN
LAW POTENTIAL

JOY MIELE, REALTOR
JOY@MCGARRREALTY.COM 905.347.3728

2203 Niagara Stone Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake
$2,750,000

—y

OR DEVELOPMENT. 9 LOTS. |

JOY MIELE, REALTOR
Joy@McGarrRealty.com 905.347.3728

1507 Niagara Stone Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, LOS 1JO 905.468.9229 REVEL

REALTY INC.,BROKERAGE
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With Bradley Hamiton

Lario Comimen

#33: For a special person’s
birthday, give an experience
rather than a material gift.
Shared memories are priceless.

This tiny column gives tips to help promote
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.

POSITIVE
POWER-/-

Contributed by Patty Garriock

“You are never too old to set another goal
or to dream a new dream.” - C.S. Lewis

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH

Email:

Letters: editor@niagaranow.com

Story Ideas: editor@niagaranow.com
Advertising: advertising@niagaranow.com
Phone

Newsroom: 905-359-2270

Advertising Department: 905-932-5646
Office Address

496 Mississagua St., NOTL, Ontario, Canada.
Mailing Address

PO Box 724, Niagara-on-the-Lake, LOS1J0

Have a lead on a story?

Call 905.359.2270 or send an email
to editor@niagaranow.com

Elusive four-leaf

clover found

Luck is on seven-year-old Kaiden
Alexander’s side this June, as he
managed to find a four-leaf clover
outside at his grandparents’ place
in Old Town a few weeks ago, after
spending much of spring on the

hunt for one. SUPPLIED

Garth Turner
Columnist

The Battle Royal of
Queen Street. July 8th.

That day our lordly mayor
and his crew will consider
the Shaw Festival’s request
to bloat the quaint, ancient
Royal George Theatre into a
sprawling complex.

If approved it would eat
four existing buildings,
three of them historic, soar
five storeys high, host a
restaurant to compete with
those now existing, throttle
the main drag during 30
months of construction
and extend for half a block
around the corner, treating
neighbours to permanent
loading docks, ramps and
garbage bins.

“A massive reconstruc-
tion of inappropriate size,
location and an invasion of
historic residential proper-
ties,” says longtime NOT-
Ler Susan Chapman. “It
will open doors for further
commercial development for
all residents.”

On the weekend the
Prideaux Street resident
started an email campaign
to get bums in chairs at
the coming meeting as
the $85-million behemoth
(a third of that money’s
coming from Doug Ford)
is debated. Already coun-

Opinion

Citizens resist Shaw’s latest drama

cil has exempted it from a
development freeze in Old
Town. The Shaw’s special,
apparently.

There’s a Facebook cam-
paign now launched as well.
Meanwhile, the rebels in the
NOTL Residents” Associa-
tion are backing redevelop-
ment of the site. But not this
plan. “We do not support
the present proposal as it
appears inconsistent with
the heritage nature of the
district,” says Stuart Mc-
Cormack. “We are putting
together a position paper on
the matter and a delegation
will be made to council.”

Others agree. “I find this
change to what is effectively
the prominent centre of
Old Town disproportionate
and once again, indicative
of the town’s consistently
contradictory, random sense
of historical assessment,”
Mark Smith writes me. And
he wonders why we need a
Mississauga-sized industrial
theatre complex smack in
the middle of our heritage
heart.

“To address the required
theatre/additional seating
capacity, I'd look to the
Shaw property on Queen’s
Parade which presents as
enormous,” he says.

“It’s adjacent to what are
huge, likely federal, open
fields on one side, an actor’s
housing project on another
side and across the street
from a tired-looking seem-
ingly empty building on
yet still more open ground.
Although I may be unaware
of important factors that
invalidate my focus toward
this end of town, am I miss-
ing what seems to me to be
so obvious?”

e
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The yellow signs have
gone up indicating which
structures in Old Town
will be demolished for the
Shaw’s mega-expansion.

Dunno. But the Shaw is
fighting back.

“The building must be
demolished as the founda-
tion is failing,” CEO Tim
Jennings says in response to
last week’s column.

“It was built in 1916 as
a temporary building ...
we have been mitigating it
for 25-plus years and the
structure can no longer be
mitigated in any reason-
able way. Our options are
to demolish and redo the
theatre to 21st-century
requirements (and looking
beyond the 21st century) or
close the facility and sell
the property to other kinds
of developers.”

Jennings argues that
neighbours have been
consulted, buildings to be
razed are insignificant, the
new structure will only be
a couple of metres taller
than the tip of the existing
one, that elevators, wash-
rooms and a huge lobby are
required along with facili-
tating 24-foot trucks, and
that they have “chosen” to
exceed code and overbuild
for generations yet unborn.

Now, this is not an anti-

estate winery

konzelmann MW/ SUMMER SIPS

Enjoy a seasonal summer bbq pairing board complete with
wine flight including frozen peach sangria! FROM $35/PERSON

Visit konzelmann.ca for details.

artistic rant. The Shaw is
famous and worthy. It
brings millions into the
town and region. Last year it
entertained 239,000 visitors,
a third from across the line.
There are 600 employees, a
yearly budget of $40 million
and, despite a smallish op-
erating loss, the non-profit’s
foundation has over $30
million in its beefy invest-
ment portfolio.

So, clearly, this is an
economic force. And a
political one, as shown by
the unheard-of contribution
from Ontario’s Conserva-
tive government (most of an
entire department’s grant
budget is being directed to
the Shaw alone).

But does that mean it gets
a pass on erecting the big-
gest single structure in the
historic Old Town, bring-
ing down the iconic Royal
George fagade, gobbling up
half a block of residences,
building a 61-foot-high
tower and forever replacing
clapboard and carved wood
with concrete and glass?

Lately this town has been
bristling with concern over
hotel creep, ersatz rep-
lica architecture, unhosted
Airbnb disruption, heritage
loss and the gnawing-away
at the very authenticity that
makes Niagara-on-the-Lake
unique.

Dear Shaw Festival,
we want you to stay and
prosper. But there’s a reason
you’re here in paradise and
not in Brampton.

Don’t blow it.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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An illustration shows the height of the Royal George development, which will alter the look of Old Town. SUPPLIED

A meeting place for the community

Tim Carroll
Tim Jennings
Special to The Lake Report

Since the site plan for
the rebuild of the Royal
George Theatre became
public last week, we’ve been
overwhelmed by messages
of support, encouragement,
and excitement from across
the community.

Rebuilding the theatre
is something we’ve spent
many years thinking about
— and almost as many
years seeking funding for
— so we're thrilled that it’s
finally happening. Niagara-
on-the-Lake deserves a
world-class Royal George
Theatre, and we're deter-
mined to deliver just that.

Most people know or
have become aware that
the Royal George was built
as a temporary building in
the First World War out of
a clay speed tile, and that
foundation has now dis-
solved to the point of being
irreparable. No one seems
surprised that we need to
rebuild the theatre.

But one comment we
have heard several times,
and feel is worth address-
ing, is about the size of the
new building. Yes, the new
Royal George will need to
be significantly larger than
the current theatre.

To be clear, the theatre
auditorium itself will
remain a similar size,
increasing to around 358
seats from its 335 norm,
and preserving that same
jewel-box, intimate feel —
but the building’s overall
footprint will definitely
be bigger.

So why is this? Why
can’t we just rebuild the

Royal George exactly as it
is today?

There are a few good
reasons.

Let’s start with the lobby,
which is currently about
eight feet deep and has a
capacity of 13 people. For a
building with a 335-person
capacity, modern building
and fire codes would not
allow such a small lobby
space today.

In fact, it really has to be
able to accommodate the
whole group of attendees.
Some of the space required
to meet current building and
evacuation codes will be
created by pushing the the-
atre back; the rest by using
the space that is currently
taken up by the box office
building next door to the
Royal George.

This will allow us to
expand the footprint of the
new Royal George without
taking up more of Queen
Street.

Building code require-
ments also now, quite
rightly, require significant
accessibility options and
support systems. A modern
theatre building must have
elevators, more washrooms
and accessible washrooms,
and enough space for wheel-
chairs or walkers to move
safely through its spaces.

One of the most com-
mon concerns we hear from
patrons is how difficult the
current building is to navi-
gate. Accessing the small
downstairs bar area and the
current washrooms is nearly
impossible unless you’re
fully able, and the only cur-
rent accessible washroom is
outside, down an alley, and
in another building.

The new Royal George in-

tends not just to meet code
but to meet Rick Hansen
Foundation gold certifica-
tion standards, which go
beyond current minimum
requirements to create truly
accessible spaces for the
next century. This means,
among other things, ensur-
ing that every part of the
building is accessible not
only to audiences but to
technical staff and crews.

That is also why the tower,
which will move back on the
property to be more hidden
from main street or side
street views, needs to be five
feet taller than it is currently.
True accessibility means
that the current crawl spaces
become head-height working
spaces reachable by workers
with physical constraints.

But, to be clear, the tower
itself (which most people
currently don’t notice from
the street) will be only that
slight bit (five feet) taller and
even more out of view from
the street, especially during
the green months of the year
when the green wall on the
back of it will make it disap-
pear among the treescape.

Over the years, hundreds
— if not thousands — of
you have told us you wish
the Royal George could
be open during the day,
not just at showtimes. We
agree, but we’ve never had
the infrastructure to make
that happen.

Since we have to have a
larger lobby anyway, we
have the chance to make the
new Royal George a vibrant
community hub, open from
morning to evening, thanks
to our ground-floor café
— a place to sit, meet with
friends or family, or write
that novel.

Finally, our buildings
aren’t just structures; they’re
gateways to the art and
programming within. The
Shaw is a charity (in fact,
Niagara’s largest cultural
charity) and our mission is
to bring art and creativity to
as many people as possible.

We envisage a future
where every high school
student in Niagara comes
to the Shaw annually —
not just to see a play, but
for a full day. A morning
of workshops with our
artists, designers, and
artisans, learning about
theatre trades or build-
ing communication skills,
followed by an afternoon
show that showcases those
skills in action.

We have everything we
need to offer these life-
changing opportunities —
except the physical space
to host them. That’s why
we’re including in the new
Royal George a flexible,
multi-purpose room for
youth workshops, post-
show discussions, seminars,
rehearsals, and more. When
not in use by us, this will be
a space (the only one of its
kind in downtown NOTL)
for the community to gather,
talk, play — the possibili-
ties are endless.

So yes, the new Royal
George will be a bigger,
grander complex than the
current one. It has to be, by
law, but more importantly,
it will offer far more to
the communities it serves
and most especially to our
friends and neighbours here
in Niagara.

Tim Carroll is artistic
director for the Shaw Fes-
tival. Tim Jennings is the
executive director.

[rrigation funding is not ‘transformational’

Dear editor:

The heading “’It’s trans-
formational”: New $1.8 mil-
lion funding to help boost
NOTL irrigation systems”
(The Lake Report, June 19)
is very misleading. This is
an Erwin Wiens exagger-
ated statement. The Lake
Report can do better. The
town is not getting the full
$1.8 million.

The irrigation system
for NOTL mainly uses the
municipal drains, of which

there are many throughout
the town. Many have not
been maintained properly
over the last 20 years. Thus
leading to problems with the
irrigation systems and add-
ing to the flooding problems
throughout the town.

The town is responsible
for overseeing the mainte-
nance of these municipal
drains. The costs are shared
by and assessed against
all those properties that
benefit from them: Farmers,

homeowners, the town, the
region, the Niagara Parks
Commission, etc. An engi-
neer’s report is required to
detail the work or adjust, or
redo the assessments.

The NOTL irrigation
system is paid for by those
that use it, by an annual
fee, based on the number of
acres they irrigate. Those
that have access to water
directly from the river or
lake do not pay into the
system. Yes, irrigation is

important and more are
wishing to use it. They
should pay just as all those
have in the past.

The question to ask is:
Why are our tax dollars
now going to repair and
upgrade the irrigation and
municipal drainage system
that has not been main-
tained properly for years
and should be paid for by
those that benefit from it?

Kip Voege
NOTL

- RIDDLEMETHIS
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This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style.
Category: IN THE FRUIT BASKET

Rainier, Montmorency, Maraschino

Last issue: FAIR AND SQUARE

Clue: The Texas State Fair “no rules” cook-off
for this food does have rules: it must have fillers
such as beans and onions.

Answer: What is chili?
Answered first by: Claudia Grimwood

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Randie Topps, Jane Morris, Bill Hamilton,
Margie Enns, Bob Wheatley, Susan Hamilton,
Becky Creager, Jeff Lake, Nancy Rocca,

Peter Pepperman, Katie Reimer, Wade Durling,
Jim Dandy, Wesley Mann, Howard Jones,
Sylvia Wiens, Catherine Clarke, Edna Groff,
David Spencer, Lainie Wagner, Sheila Meloche

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

Elizabeth Gordon, Executor of the Estate
for the Estate of Norman J. Edmondson
(Deceased March 31st, 2025) 1591 Concession 4 Rd.,
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON LOS 1J0

June 2, 2025

NOTICE TO CLAIM PERSONAL BELONGINGS
To whom it may concern,

This letter is to advise that the Estate of Norman John
Edmondson located at 1591 Concession 4 Rd.,
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON, LOS 1J0, is in the process of
being administered. Any persons who have left
personal belongings at this property are hereby
requested to make arrangements to retrieve their
items.

All items must be collected no later than June 30th,
2025. Unclaimed property may be considered
abandoned and will be disposed of at the discretion

of the estate.

To arrange a pickup or verify ownership, please contact
the undersigned at the contact information provided
above.

Proof of ownership will be required.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Gordon, Executor - Estate of Norman J.
Edmondson

Contact Information:

Mark Gordon
416 729-3752
Email: mark_gordonca@yahoo.ca

Have an opinion |
you want heard? Y 4
Email us.
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Focus on the real housmg issue — the lack of affordable homes

Brian Marshall
Columnist

Well, a few days ago,
Canada Mortgage and
Housing issued their report
card on housing starts,
which took place during the
period of Jan. 1 to May 31,
2025, and it isn’t pretty.

Despite having passed
a series of legislative bills
into law between 2019 and
2025 that purported to be
the “solution” to Ontario’s
housing crisis — including
Bill 108, the More Homes,
More Choice Act (2019),
Bill 23, the More Homes
Built Faster Act (2022), and
etcetera — it appears that
the Ford government simply
cannot put rubber on the
road to get results.

Even handing out bags
of taxpayers’ money to
municipalities through
their 2023 Building Faster
Fund, established to “re-
ward municipalities that
make significant progress”
towards their provincially

set housing targets — in
the second round of cash
rewards, St. Catharines,
Niagara Falls and Welland
received a combined total
of nearly $6.8 million —
doesn’t seem to have made
any real difference.

Bluntly, housing starts in
Ontario during the first five
months of 2025 are down
29 per cent compared to the
same period in 2024, while
here in Niagara we’re a little
better than the averaged
provincial stat, coming in at
a reduction of 23 per cent.

Now, your immediate re-
action may be to blame this
situation on the economic
chaos and uncertainty cre-
ated by the mercurial, fly-
by-the-moment, generally
confrontational actions of
U.S. President Trump south
of the border.

And, insofar as the
current resale market in
real estate is concerned —
which, in a recent conversa-
tion with an IT professional
who has worked in the real
estate sector for more than
20 years, he described as
“unlike anything I have ever
seen with massive numbers
of listings while commit-
ted buyers are very few and
far between” — it may be
partially true.

That said, the reduction of
year-over-year new housing
starts did not begin in 2025.
In fact, this trend began

Modest and affordable Wartime housing solved a problem
then and remains viable today, writes Brian Marshall.

several years ago and is
simply a continuation of a
downward trend.

Ontario’s new housing
starts in 2024 versus 2023
showed a reduction of 16.5
per cent, while the year-
over-year stats for 2023
compared to 2022 reveal a
decline of 7.1 per cent; an
erosion which began with
the 3.5 per cent drop in
2022 from 2021 numbers.

Over the years, I have had
the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the introduction
of multiple new products
to the market and have
observed that if, despite the
best studies and market-
ing campaigns, a product
does not resonate with the
needs of consumers, in very
short order sales indicate a

mistake and a fundamental
re-think is required.

May I humbly suggest
that, for some time, the
market has been stating that
the need is for housing that
is affordable for the first-
time buyer or retired folks
living on fixed incomes,
not for more of the typical
developments geared to the
more affluent.

And, by “affordable” I
mean the definition used
by Canada Mortgage and
Housing Corporation and
Statistics Canada as a ratio
of cost to income — spe-
cifically, mortgage-carrying
cost or rent being less than
30 per cent of a household’s
total before-tax income.

Here in Ontario, the Ford
government has arbitrarily

pegged “affordable” housing
as an offering priced at 80
per cent of average market
cost, far in excess of the
aforementioned definition.
Moreover, in Bill 17, they
have limited the authority
of municipalities to negoti-
ate any requirement for

the inclusion of “afford-
able” housing in proposed
developments to a mere five
per cent.

Apparently, the powers
that be in Queen’s Park have
missed or are simply ignor-
ing the facts that the market
has been sending for years.
Building more of the same
type of homes faster will
do nothing but add to the
current glut on the market
of properties that a signifi-
cant segment of our society
simply cannot afford or, in
other cases, do not want.

Based on the past sev-
eral years of declining new
housing starts, I suspect that
a fair number of developers
have recognized this reality
and factored it into their
business plans.

In addition, even should
they wish to respond to the
market and build desirable
affordable housing, their
ability to do so is distinctly
impaired by the internal
overhead costs and charges
— just the latter sitting at
31 per cent of a new home’s
purchase price — imposed
by all levels of government.

I’d observe that Canada’s
post-Second World War
Wartime Housing worked
because it was an endeavour
supported by all levels of
government to construct
modest and affordable
housing in accordance with
pre-defined parameters in
the most efficient and cost-
effective manner possible.

Sadly, the Fed’s Build
Canada Homes overture
remains bogged down in
partisan and bureaucratic
debates (and that’s before
any consultation with lower
levels of government),
with little expectation of
developing a solid go-
forward position soon, as
a CBC article penned by
Verity Stevenson (“Housing
proposals during federal
campaign hearken back to
a different kind of war,”
April 2) pointed out.

Indeed, in that same
article, the University of To-
ronto’s Carolyn Whitzman
is quoted as stating, “Supply
is important, but it needs
to be the right supply in
the right places at the right
prices.”

Perhaps the province and
the feds should simply focus
on what really needs to be
done and then get it done.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.
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Additions
Renovations

New Builds

Finished Basements
Kitchens/Bathrooms

VMD Professional
Corporation

Chartered Professional Accountants

1627 Niagara Stone Rd., Unit B2, Virgil

905-468-5300

Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.

*Accounting *Taxation *Business Services *Estate Planning
Formerly Lida Kowal Professional Corporation

*CPA&

SERVING THE NIAGARA

REGION

Cell: 905-380-4264
www.lakeriverhomes.ca
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RENOVATIONS

905.468.2127

PLUMBING, HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

HUSTLER
905-468-9735
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SALES & SERVICE

901 East/West Line, NOTL

THRIVE

Introductionto
Creativity for Seniors

Participate in beginner-level workshops!

Register at no charge | Spots are limited

© 247 Ricardo Street,
Niagara-on-the-Lake

%) niagarapumphouse.ca/programs

&, 905.468.5455

| % & office@niagarapumphouse.ca
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Funded in part by the 1+l
Government of Canada’s CaIl ada
Mew Horizons for Seniors Program

Residential, Commercial
and Industrial Automation

Scott Davidson, M..E.,

Cell: 905-933-3974

allspark scott@gmail.com

Dincirical Contraciae

< License No.
& 7010341

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

2022 Vespa Primavera
Touring Scooter 49cc

Right.
Never!

to the serious buyer
$4500.00 firm.
Compare with the price
for new 2025 Primavera

Contact seller directly email:
tomretail@hotmail.com and

enter Vespa in subject line

VESPA FOR SALE

Never Been Driven!! O km. Yes, that’s

So why sell? I'm happy to tell the story

GRACE UNITED
CHURCH

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE,

ONTARIO

222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 202" anniversary | 1823-2025
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Residents concerned about size of Royal George rebuild

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

While the tone of the
open house meeting on the
future of the Royal George
remained calm, it doesn’t
mean there weren’t ques-
tions and concerns from
NOTLers about the Shaw
Festival’s plans for the
110-year-old theatre.

Residents in attendance
at the town’s virtual open
house last Monday were
given the opportunity to
comment on the Shaw’s pro-
posed plans for rebuilding
the Royal George Theatre
after it is closed at the end
of this year.

The new theatre being
proposed would be notice-
ably larger and occupy more
of downtown Old Town,
moved slightly further north
from its current location
on Queen Street and seat
around 360 people.

The building would be
made out of stone and have
three levels, plus a base-
ment, and would be wheel-
chair accessible and have
elevators installed.

“We want this building
to last well into the 22nd
century and beyond,” said

The building being proposed to replace the current Royal George Theatre would be
larger and occupy more of Queen Street. SOURCED/TOWN OF NOTL

Tim Jennings, the Shaw’s
executive director.

One resident who shared
her opinion during the
open house was Caroline
Polgrabia, who said she was
surprised by how large the
proposed building is.

“The lobby alone is
bigger than the existing
footprint of the current
theatre,” she said. “This is a
lot of space for 360 people
... Why is this needed?”

Another, Maria Vaneva,
said she questions whether
the building fits into the
heritage character of the
neighbourhood she lives in,
which is on Victoria Street.

“From the plans, this does
not look really historic,”
said Vaneva.

Meika McCunn is an
architect at Unity Design
Studio and the designer
of the new theatre. She
said the goal is for the
new theatre to fit into the
historical character of its
surroundings — the pro-
posal includes plans to build
it with Edwardian-era tools
and stone.

The team also plans to
do landscaping around the
proposed theatre to protect
the heritage character of the
building.

“It may be considered an

interpretation,” she said.
“But it’s trying to be sensi-
tive to the heritage district.”

As for its size, in re-
sponse, McCunn said that
given the multi-purpose
nature of the theatre, as
is common in modern
theatres, including multi-
purpose rooms, the amount
of space allocated isn’t
unusual.

Jennings said that modern
code requirements, includ-
ing installing elevators and
conforming to fire codes,
require more space.

The current theatre is 110
years old. Tim Jennings, ex-
ecutive director of the Shaw

Festival organization, said it
was “never supposed to last
this long,” as it was origi-
nally meant as a temporary
building built with a clay
foundation and clay tiles.

The proposal, therefore, is
to move the building slightly,
to 178 and 188 Victoria St.
and 79-83 Queen St., which
is slightly further north than
its current location.

NOTL town council
would have to rezone this
area from residential to
commercial for the theatre
to be built there.

A particular point was
made of keeping the histori-
cal Queen Street facade of
the building during the
construction.

Stuart McCormack asked
the town’s manager of de-
velopment planning, Aimee
Alderman, about whether
the Royal George Theatre
project is exempt from a
current town freeze on new
construction in a proposed
heritage area.

The freeze was put in
place by council because
of a study currently being
conducted about whether to
make the protected Queen-
Picton heritage area larger,
which would include the
site of the Royal George

Theatre.

Alderman said the project
was made exempt through
Section 7 of the Old Town
Community District bylaw
and was established during
a pre-consultation meeting
about the project. Jennings
said Shaw Festival represen-
tatives specifically applied
for an exemption.

Vaneva also said that
there’s no parking on the
site in the plans, which Mc-
Cunn confirmed. The only
parking directly on the site
will be bus parking in front
of the building.

The Shaw Festival organi-
zation received $35 million
from the provincial govern-
ment in April to rebuild
the Royal George Theatre,
a little less than half of the
$78 to $82-million project
the Royal George Theatre
rebuild would cost.

Jennings said the project
is a public-private partner-
ship, with financial support
split in thirds between the
federal government, provin-
cial government and private
donations.

The town also plans to
have an in-person town hall
on this topic on July 8 at 6
p.m. in council chambers.

daniel@niagaranow.com

DOWNTOWN

MICHELLE REYNOLDS, BROKER
@Dmscr: 905 .401.8874
MICHELLE@ROYALLEPAGE.CA
125 QUEEN ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

330 GATE ST. $2,450,000

Beautiful home situated on alarge lot. Steps from Downtown with §
Bedrooms and 5 bath, ideal for entertainig and large families.

| GREENHOUSE 430 CONCESSION 7 -$1,650,000

Set on 5 scenic acres in NOTL. This property offers endless possibilities
with a commercial greenhouse, perfect for agricultural ventures.

MICHELLE REYNOLDS

POOL HOME 3 LOWER CANADA $1,495,000

32 THE PROMENADE $1,075,000

SEPARATE COTTAGE

Comfort , convenience and main floor living in this traditional, 3 bed, 2
bath home, ideally located in a sought-after neighbourhood .

33 GAGE ST -$2,600,000

RN
Impeccably crafted, this home capt
living, with vineyard views, radiant sunsets, and absolute privacy.

PN ey

Fully renovated located in Garrison Village, 3+1 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath, pool
home with private backyard. Absolutely stunning a MUST see!

FREEHOLD - 15 SHAWS LANE -$1,075,000

Fully renovated home in the heart of Downtown. Separate Cottage large Discover maintenance free living in this 3-bed, 3-bath home with over
deep lot with a ton of possibilities. Niagara Living at its finest.

1213 CONCESSION 6 - $1,675,000

2,400 square feet of living space and close to all amenities.

VINE RIDGE 1501 LINE 8 UNIT # 514 —$7,000

e

| Situated in the sought-after Vine Ridge Resort, this two-bedroom, one-
| bathroom cottage is the perfect retreat for relaxation or investment.
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“Tons of Money just needs more time to gel

TONS OF MONEY
* %k

(out of five)

Royal George Theatre,

2 hours 15 minutes, one
intermission, ends Oct. 5. By
Will Evans and Valentine.
Directed by Eda Holmes.

Penny-Lynn Cookson
Special to The Lake Report

What if you were deep
in debt and an unexpected
inheritance suddenly gave
you a large windfall? Tons
of money. Would you go
mad with joy?

But what if that windfall
wouldn’t cover your debts?
Would a eureka moment
cause you to let fly and
throw all those unpaid bills
into the air?

This premise sends a
failed inventor and eccentric
English aristocrat named
Aubrey Allington, brilliant-
ly played by Mike Nadajew-
ski, into wild contortions,
somersaults and backflips
of glee.

His wife, Louise, has an
idea. He must die. Commit
suicide. That will cancel his
debts.

Llndsay Wu as Jean Everard, André Morin as Henery, Qasim Khan as James Chesterman
and Julia Course as Louise Allington in “Tons of Money.” The show is on now until Oct. 5
at the Shaw Festival. DAVID COOPER

He must then assume
the identity of the next
beneficiary of the will, his
long-lost cousin, Henery, in
Mexico, in order to recoup
the money.

And here we have the
classic farce of mistaken
identities, comic absurdi-
ties, extreme exaggeration,
improbable situations and
very physical action.

Nadajewski excels with

acrobatic prowess and
brings an abundance of
zaniness to the role. He may
be influenced by the short
silent film of 1899, “The
Musical Eccentric,” featur-
ing playwright Will Evans
dramatically engaged with
a chair.

As a play, “Tons of Mon-
ey” first appeared in Lon-
don in 1922 and has been
successfully adapted many

times for film, television,
musicals and a National
Theatre revival in 1986.
This Shaw production
has strong performances
by Graeme Somerville as
Sprules, the deferential but
class-conscious scheming
butler. He too has an idea of
how to get the money.
Lindsay Wu provides
ditzy sex appeal as the
“hot” wife of the missing

cousin. Nehassaiu deGannes
delights as the hard of
hearing, comatose aunt who
never misses a thing and has
us expecting her repetitive
line admonishing others that
she isn’t deaf.

The point of a farce is to
make us laugh. There are
stereotypical characters,
ridiculous situations and
slapstick humour. There
were no loud guffaws
from the audience at the
Royal George. Some people
slipped out. Others left at
intermission. Why?

One was left pondering
whether the English accents
and the rapidity of the
verbal exchanges between
Nadajewski and Marla
McLean, in this perfor-
mance as Louise Allington,
were not always understood.

Or was it the reality of
cultural differences of hu-
mour? Canada’s population is
increasingly diverse and exag-
gerated class accents may not
be comprehensible to all.

Farce has a long history
from the Greek plays of
Aristophanes to the Roman
comedies of Plautus and
Terence.

The English tradition is

best known from Shake-
speare’s “Comedy of
Errors” to Oscar Wilde’s
“The Importance of Being
Earnest” and the famous
Aldwych Farces for theatre,
which included “Tons of
Money” from 1923 to 1933.

Italy had commedia
dell’arte and Carlo Goldoni.
France had Feydeau and
Labiche.

Canada is no slouch in
a long list of renowned
comic writers and actors
including Martin Short,
Jim Carrey, Mike Myers,
Andrea Martin, Eugene
Levy, Catherine O’Hara
and John Candy. “Saturday
Night Live,” co-founded by
Canadian Lorne Michaels
is celebrating 50 years of
irreverent farce.

“Tons of Money” has a
strong farcical plot, fine
performances by a talented
cast, stunning set and 1920s
costume designs by Judith
Bowden and original music
by Andy Ballantyne.

It simply needs to more
cohesively come together.

Penny-Lynn Cookson is
an arts and culture histo-
rian, writer and lecturer liv-
ing in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Studio tour connects like-minded artists from across NOTL

Maddy Gordon
The Lake Report

From stained glass and
ceramic dishes to abstract
paintings and self-portraits,
this June offered art lovers
and creatives a chance to
explore the diversity of
work made by Niagara-on-
the-Lake’s artists — and
see where they bring their
artistic visions to life.

Thirty artists took part in
the art studio tours earlier
this month, hosted across
town at home and public
studios, small galleries, the
RiverBrink Art Museum
and Between the Lines
Winery.

Nancy Wardle, a painter
who works with acrylic and
oils, was one of three artists
who set up camp at Ronald
Boaks’ studio on Niagara
Stone Road. She says her
paintings give her a chance
to bring old memories back
to life.

Wardle takes old black-
and-white snippets of film,

Landscape artist Tim Sullivan in his home studio. His was
one of several studios open for people to stop in and
peruse during the NOTL tour. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

blows them up and adds the
colour she remembers from

that moment, she explained.

Because her art style
involves using personal
memories, Wardle focuses
on making commissioned
pieces. In contrast, Lynne

Gaetz’s work incorporates
multimedia elements to cre-
ate more abstract visuals.
Gaetz was also stationed
at Boaks’ studio and said
she was pleased to have
around 170 guests come and
see her art throughout the
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tour. She has been making
art since she was a teenager,
but only turned it into a
career 10 years ago.

“It’s been the best work-
ing years of my life,” Gaetz
said.

She added that the tour is
a good way to connect with
other artists, a sentiment
that Boaks, who was at his
studio on Sunday, echoed.

“It’s nice to meet fellow,
like-minded artists,” he
said.

Boaks’ style of art marries
different, often contrasting,
materials and approaches.
For example, one piece
called “Duo” is split into two
halves — one with elements
of realism and the other with
modern abstract traits.

“I consider myself to be
a mix between a modernist

and a romantic,” Boaks said.

By participating in events
like the studio tour, Boaks
said he’s able to connect
with similar artists whom
he may not have otherwise
found.

Over on Green Street,
Ruth Aspinall invited guests
into her home studio, oc-
cupied by artists such as
Patricia Paquin, who works
in pottery.

She said the tour helped
her make a few extra sales
and helped her business
gain exposure.

“The economy is differ-
ent than it was last year, but
we're still making sales,”
Paquin said.

Her pottery journey began
more than 35 years ago and
was inspired by the ap-
pearance of the ceramics
she works with. Each piece
has a unique face drawn
in her style but is based on
the shape of the object it
belongs to.

For instance, tall vases
are painted with long faces,
while teapots are painted
with wider faces.

After several decades of
her craft, Paquin says she
still loves it. She explained
that as the years have
passed, the faces have

BRINGT

become more realistic and,
in her eyes, can be pictured
on “just about any shape or
surface.”

Also at Aspinall’s studio
was Susan Holly, who spe-
cializes in glasswork. She
said one of her creations can
take anywhere from a few
hours to several weeks to
finish, depending on the size
and detail.

“Design, cut, put on the
light table, grind, foil, sol-
der, wash and polish,” Holly
said, describing her process.

Like Paquin, Holly said
she was happy to be mak-
ing sales and growing her
business.

Her art journey was once
centred around painting
and drawing, but since
retirement, it has shifted to
stained glass.

For artists like Holly, the
studio tours, held June 7
to 8, gave local creatives
a chance to show off their
work to both their peers
and fans of the arts in all its
forms.
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Hitting the links for Canada Day

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Resplendent in red and
white, members of the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf
Club’s nine and 18-hole
women’s leagues celebrated
their annual Canada Day
scramble on Tuesday.

The women battled
sweltering heat, but perse-
vered. The team of Sharron
Marlow, Louise Robitaille,
Susan Horne and Charlotte
Kainola finished first, with
an even-par score of 36.

Susan Gagne, Val Chubey,
Barb Werner and Sue
Sherk also shot 36 but placed
second thanks to the magic
of scoring retrogression.

Other winners: Barb Hast-
ings (longest drive); Shelley
Samson, Susan Horne and
Marg Ketcheson (closest to
the Canadian flag pin on
#4) and Sally Miller, Chris
Walker and Joan Maida
(most honest team).

Also Tuesday, the men’s
Woofs league played its
Canada Strong scramble
and 64 players turned out
despite the 40 Celsius tem-
peratures.

Members of the NOTL Golf Club’s nine and 18-hole women's leagues go “elbows up” for
Canada Day. They held their annual July 1 celebration on Tuesday. KEVIN MACLEAN

The team of Gary Stug-
gins, Alan Rod and Joe
Interisano was tops, with an
impressive 8-under 28.

Four groups tied at 5-un-
der 31: Jim Meszaros, Neil
Robinson, Stephen Fraser
and Mike Mott; Glenn Mur-
ray, Mark Harris, Randy
Churchill and Jon Schmidt;
Mike Egan, Charles Swane-
poel, Jim Garrett and Gord

Horne; and Ted Carmichael,

Randy McCartney, Todd
Watson and Peter Chili-
beck.

Tony Sanfelice notched a
birdie on #4 and also won
closest to the pin.

Reigning club champion
Ricky Watson was back at
the top of the leaderboard
in Thursday’s men’s league
thanks to a l-under 35.

He also sank the longest
putt on #2.

The steady Jim Meszaros
shot a 38 and shared low net
honours with Jim Garrett
with 33.

Tom Elltoft was a big
money winner, taking home

$600 for sinking his long
putt in the weekly putting
contest.

Other winners were:
Martin Vagners (longest
drive #3), Charles Swane-
poel (closest to pin #4) and
Al Kavanagh (closest to pin
#9).

Birdies earned $25 gross
skins for Rob Yamamoto
(#3),Jim McMacken (#4),
Jim Rye (#6) and Kavanagh
(#9). Swanepoel (#4) and
Don Stewart (#7) won $95
net skins.

NOTL golfers qualify for Ontario seniors final

Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf Club members Jim McMacken and
Stephen Warboys have qualified for the Ontario Seniors Golf
Championship in the age 70-plus division. The pair, two of the
most consistent scorers at the club, competed in the western
Ontario qualifying tournament amid Monday'’s sweltering

heat at Twenty Valley Golf Club in Vineland. Teeing off against
some of the best seniors in the province, they battled tough
greens that had been specially cut and rolled for the match.
Warboys finished five shots behind the winner and tied for sixth.
McMacken was two shots further back, tied for 12th and had to
sweat out a retrogression count back before securing the final
spot in the championship. The tournament will be played at Lara
Bay Golf Club in Collingwood July 22 to 24. SUPPLIED

Maddy Gordon
The Lake Report

Adults who grew up
playing softball in Niagara-
on-the-Lake returned to
the diamond June 14 to cel-
ebrate Tina Pollak, the late
softball coach whose loved
ones say did everything
she could to help aspiring
young players be able to
play the game.

Steph Pollak, Tina’s daugh-
ter, organized the tournament
to celebrate her mother’s
contributions to the league
and, in turn, to bring some
old teammates back together.

“These players were
coached by [Tina] from as
young as tee-ball, so a lot
of them came back for this
tournament,” Steph said.

Two teams played in the

Stephanie Pollak hits the
ball after the tournament.

one-game tournament — a
boys team and a girls team.
But based on the chatter
and compliments on the
field, it was clear players
were really on one team to
support the charity event
and remember Tina.

The teams were sponsored

by MJ’s Own Munchies,
Auto View, Phil’s Inde-
pendent Grocer and Corks
Restaurant. The tournament
raised money for Wellspring
Niagara, a cancer support
group in Pelham.

Tina, who was a board
member of the NOTL
Minor Softball Associa-
tion, died of cancer in 2005
but remained active in the
league and with the kids
throughout her treatment
and up until her death.

Charlie Pollak, Steph’s
father, said it was important
to Tina to continue her work
right up until she couldn’t
anymore. He served as a
board member alongside her
for 12 years.

“It was all about getting the
kids involved,” Charlie said.
“She gave her all to softball.”

Charlie said her biggest
effort was ensuring any child,
despite financial circumstanc-
es, could get in the game.

If a family couldn’t afford
for their child to join the
league, Tina would privately
take care of their fees, Char-
lie explained.

“One child who came never
knew anything about baseball
and we took him in [..] his
family said that was the most
fun that he ever had in the
summer,” he said. “That’s
what it was all about for her.”

Each player sported a
jersey with the letters “TP”
written on the front to
honour Tina’s work to make
softball in NOTL more
inclusive and popular.

Steph said she is proud to
carry on her mother’s legacy
in this way.

Saturday, July 5, 2025

9amto3pm

St. Mark's Church. 41 Byron St.,

Niagara-on-the-Lake

A summer celebration
for the whole family
Cherry pies, BBQ,
Jewellery, treasures,
bake table, books,
children's area, music

TREE CARE

Pruning
Planting
Removals
Plant Health Care

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

™

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

Levi Harper
905-324-8609

harpertreecare@outlook.com
www.harpertreecare.com

ISA Certified Arborist ON-3141A
Ontario 444A Certified Arborist
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ale Jorae
1. Gossamer (6)
5. Like many Sherpas (8)

9. Affliction of cats and other fur-
lickers (8)

e cone o SOy Crossword Puzzle

11. Science of logic, quantity, shape
L
I I :
12

and arrangement (Abbr.) (5)
13 14

12. Tacit (7)

15. Owner of a business (10)

17. Inert gaseous element (4)

18. Sour (4)

20. Place for American children in the
holidays (6,4)

22. Galilee native (7)

23. Spread out (5)

27. Small restaurant (6)

28. Elongate (8)

29. South American boa (8)

30. Person in the petroleum industry (6)
Down

2. D-Day beach (5)

3. Navy vessel (7)

4. Spoiled child (4)

5. World’s longest river (4)

6. Autopsy (4-6)

7. Wool fat (7)

8. Private room on a passenger ship (9)
13. Hollywood (10)

14. Stub (5)

16. Economic decline (9)

19. Severe (7)

21. Uppercase (7)

24. Cub leader (5)

25. Entreaty (4)

26. Keen on (4)
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124 Mary Street
2 Bedroom . 1 Bath - $769,000

2 Bunny Glen Drive
4 Bedroom - 4 Bath - $1,599,900

681 Warner Road
3 Bedroom . 2 Bath - $1,299,900

*1 Real Estate Team  *1 RE/MAX Team Canada’

*1 Sales in Niagara *1 on Toronto Real Estate Board"

*1 on Google Trends™ *3 RE/MAX Team Worldwide'

#_1 in Client Service” Million-dollar marketing system!
RE/MAX

FREE HOME EVALUATION! ik

S GOLH

TEAM

Based on unit sales and $ volume of closed transaction:
ooooo RE/MAX LLC ranki

iews.
n TRREB Jan 1- June 30, 2024. RE/M

s in RAHB Jan 1,2020 - Dec 31, 2023.
ge Team Residential, 2024.  *'Source REDATUM Agents by units —
scarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated
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listing and selling combined performance i




Page 17
June 26, 2025

FEATURED (&

EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Happy last day
of school!

To all our local students who
have worked hard all year, we say
congratulations on making it to the end.
We’re proud of all our graduates, too. This
week’s photo is in your honour, showing
Wayne Gordon receiving a school award
in June 1953. The ceremony was for
champions who won their competitions
on Field Day. Here, Wayne is receiving

It's Time
For Sunglasses

L Protect Your Eyes! —

Enjoy the outdoor weather and fun but don't
forget to wear 100% UV protection shades so
that you not only protect your eyes but can

his award from teachers on the steps of
Parliament Oak School, formerly located
in the Old Town area of Niagara-on-the-
Lake. If any locals can share more about
this event, please reach out to the museum.
Enjoy the summer, kids — you deserve it!

” R

NIAGARA %
MUSEUM

experience more comfortable vision.

\h/
DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Lake Report

PLEDGE IT

Pledge your support for The Lake Report,
your trusted, award-winning source for NOTL news

—

—

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Strawberry Festival Committee
& Congregation Thanks You!

The Lake Report’s Pledge It campaign
has two main components:

1. Pledge a recurring annual donation
to support journalism in NOTL.

The 2025 Strawberry Festival Committee from St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church would like to express our appreciation to the
Niagara Community and Visitors for making our 40th Annual Festival
on June 21, 2025 another successful event. We would like to make a
special mention to those businesses and organizations that gave a
helping hand to the Festival Committee in preparation for this
important fundraising event to maintain the upkeep of the historic
Church and continue outreach programs in our great community.

2. Pledge an endowment to the paper so your
dedication continues to have a positive impact
on the community after you are gone.

What your pledge supports:

« Original, independent civic journalism

« Holding our elected leaders accountable

« Charities and local non-profit organizations
- Local artists and arts organizations

« Local businesses and entrepreneurs

Thank You:

Harvest Barn St. Catharines
Seaway Farms

Tigchelaar Berry Farms
Independent Grocer Queen Street NOTL
The Niagara on the Lake Tiny Museum

Simpsons Pharmacy
Christian Assembly Hall
Jack Custers from Your TV The Source & The Cogeco Team
The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake
The Region of Niagara
The Lake Report

« Families in our community
« Preserving NOTLSs history
« Historic organizations

B35

Pledge your annual donation at
www.lakereport.ca/donate-today

Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com E

And all of those who so graciously donated to our Silent Auction,
to let us know of endowment plans

Bake Table and New Vintage Booths.
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Give your roses special care with pruning

GROWING -
TOGETHER W

Joanne Young
Columnist

In an earlier article, pub-
lished March 13, I wrote
about the importance of the
proper pruning techniques
of roses (“Growing To-
gether: How to prune your
roses to keep them healthy
and blooming”). Regular
removal of dead, damaged
and diseased stems encour-
ages healthy growth and
helps prevent diseases such
as black spot and powdery
mildew.

Pruning also improves
air circulation through the
plant, helping to reduce
diseases as well. Another
benefit of proper pruning of
roses is that it encourages
more flowers.

When you remove spent
flowers and old growth, the
plant responds by produc-
ing new growth that then
will produce more flower
buds. Most likely, your
roses are in full bloom at
the time. As blooms begin
to fade, it is important to
remove the spent blooms.

For us, the reason we
plant certain things in
our garden is to enjoy the
flowers. The plant’s goal,
though, is not just to flower
but to produce seeds to re-
produce itself. By removing
the flowers as soon as they
are done, the plant produc-
es more flowers to produce
more seeds. So, deadhead-
ing produces more blooms.

Start to deadhead when
you see the rose petals be-
gin to droop or fall off. All
that you will need is a pair
of secateurs (hand pruners)
and gloves.

When removing the
flowers that have finished
blooming, do not just re-
move the flower itself. The
correct way to deadhead
arose is to cut just above
a leaf set that has five or
more leaves. The five-leaf
set (sometimes called a true
leaf) should be facing the
direction you want your

shoot to grow.

Normally, you want your
rose shoot to grow outward
— cut just above a five-leaf
set that is pointing out-
wards as well. Cutting at
the three-leaf set level can
result in a non-flowering

A huge benefit of pruning
your roses it it encourages
more flowers to bloom,
writes Joanne Young.

shoot called “blind wood.”
This means the shoot can
no longer flower or grow
any more roses.

However, the blind wood
may flower the next season.
You do not have to cut your
shoot at the first five-leaf

set you see. Sometimes, a
leaf set might be facing the
wrong direction, and you’ll
need to cut further down.

It is best to cut the stem
at a 45-degree angle, slop-
ing down from the five-
leaf set. This method of
deadheading is for all types
of roses — hybrid teas,
grandifloras, floribundas
and climbing roses.

In my article from March
13, I also wrote about train-
ing a climbing rose. In fact,
with climbing roses, the
training of the rose is more
important than the pruning.

Most plants, including
roses, just bloom at the tips
of the branches, but you
can manipulate the canes
so that you can get blos-
soms all along the cane
and not just at the tips. You
want to start training the
main canes from the time
that you plant them.

The main canes need to
be trained in a fanned-out
shape, training them to run
horizontally. By doing this,
not only will you get flow-
ers at the tip of the cane,
but you will get flowers all
along the cane.

Even during the summer,
you can train the canes to
increase flowering for the

next season. Here are the
steps to training a climbing
rose:

Step 1: Remove any
dead, diseased or damaged
branches. Also, remove any
weak canes or canes that
are growing out away from
the structure that you are
training the rose on.

Step 2: Fasten any
remaining main canes to
the structure in a horizontal
fashion.

Step 3: Off of the main
canes, you will have lateral
stems growing — prune
back the lateral stems to
two or three buds.

You can see from the
photos how training the
cane horizontally greatly
increases the number of
flowers to be enjoyed.

After deadheading your
rose plant, consider apply-
ing a balanced fertilizer
to provide nutrients to the
rose bush. Additionally,
keep an eye on the plant for
any signs of pests, diseases
or nutrient deficiencies.

Following these steps
will help to keep your roses
healthy and floriferous.

Joanne Young is a Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake garden
expert and coach. See her
website at joanneyoung.ca.

Holy cow! It’s been hot — but there’s still lots to see and do

Ross Robinson
Columnist

I made time to wander
around town on Sunday,
and it was hot! Several
images jumped out at me
and provided fodder for this
Ross’ Ramblings column.

A true ramble.

Please bear with me as
I try to describe a variety
of visuals I saw in Old
Town, featuring some of the
hard-working people who
provide a favourite place to
visit for so many thousands
of tourists every year —
and such a delightful place
to live for lucky locals.
NOTLers, give thanks.

The lucky horses who pull
carriages around town had
decided to take the steamy
day off, perhaps because of
the protesters holding their

signs at the corner of King
and Queen the day before.
Being downtown virtually
every day, I witness so
many very happy horse and
carriage riders, absolutely
delighted to be touring our
town with the clip-clopping
cadence enhancing their
experience.

And many local folks
enjoy taking out-of-town
visitors for a carriage ride
around town on special
occasions. Each year, it
seems the carriage drivers
look smarter. Dashing black
top hats have added to the
photogenic effect this year.

Let me proffer a quick tip
of the hat to Beau Chapeau,
which seemed to be doing
a land-office business.
Merchandised to perfection,
their creatively presented
shop was aggressively
cooled, and as usual, their
windows were shining.

The hat shops in town have
figured out the marketing
concept of synergism,

and there are few things
more festive and elegant
than gentlemen and ladies
sporting broad-brimmed
hats.

Talk about subtle peer
pressure. Especially while

—

Local professional ice cream scooper Marek and his
enthusiastic cow workers (pun intended) keep the lines
moving during the heat wave. ROSS ROBINSON

walking on a really hot day,
it’s easy to get swept away
by the need to purchase

a sharp hat to be worn
jauntily on one’s head.

It was no surprise that
our main street sidewalks
were full of people of all
ages doing their best to eat
their gelato treats and ice
cream cones ‘n’ cups before
the heat wave cheated
them. It was a losing battle
on Sunday, but several
creatively presented shops
were non-stop scooping.

My discerning pal Rick
Leitch was at his favourite
table at the recently
expanded Il Gelato di
Carlotta, and down a few
doors the sharp young

workers at Nina Gelateria
were smiling their way
through the busiest day of
the year so far.

Permit me to mention
the smash success being
enjoyed by Cows, as
their back door entrance
continues to be busier
than the front entrance on
Queen Street. Somehow,
the ice cream lovers police
themselves in the two
lineups, and I don’t even
want to guess how thrilled
the owners of this Canadian
success story must be when
they review their financial
Statements.

Watching Marek and his
dozen or more cow workers
is inspirational, as they

efficiently process the many,
many customers buying
summer day treats.

Having said that, Cows’
ice cream and gelato are not
my thing, so my medium-
sized chocolate-dipped
Dairy Queen cone gets to
hit my spot. It defies the
laws of physics we learned
back in high school, but
to date, no vanilla ice
cream has ended up in the
chocolate sauce.

On Monday, it was just
as hot, and perhaps even
more humid. After my
free walking tour, I had a
conversation with Fred the
UPS driver in his big brown
delivery truck. What an
inspiration!

“We’re all working, and
today I will drink about 10
bottles of water.” Enough
said — and a reminder it’s
all about attitude. Fred has
been enjoying this job for
39 years.

For whatever reason, on
this very toasty Sunday,
there weren’t many walkers
carrying bright and
colourful shopping bags.
Lots of Cool As A Moose
and NEOB Lavender bags,
but most tourists seemed to
be content licking their way

along the sidewalks.

I don’t purport to possess
any expertise on retail
marketing or human nature,
but a few things should
perhaps be mentioned.
Firstly, Norris Brown at the
Apothecary was happily
welcoming dozens of guests
into the normally closed
historic store at the busiest
corner in town.

He loves volunteering
with the provincial body
that operates this gem of
a retail store, and told me
(with a straight face) that
over 1,000 people had been
in the shop that day.

The public pool in
Veterans Memorial Park
was, as expected, busy with
families seeking a reprieve
from the oppressive heat.
There must be a good
reason, but why was the
wading pool in Simcoe Park
not open?

The nearby swings and
slides were providing lots of
smiles for lots of local and
visiting youngsters.

Like I rambled about a
few months ago after the
awkward Family Day on
Monday: Let’s make a
decision. Are we open? Or
are we closed?
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TASSELS WORTH THE HASSLES

| N
Alex Amodeo, Grade 12, Calo Zambito, Grade 12, Catherine Dubois, Grade 12, Chase Dubroy, Grade 12, Dylan Price, Grade 12,
Holy Cross Holy Cross Laura Secord Laura Secord Holy Cross

Jacob Cook, Grade 12, Jacob Dulas, Grade 12, Jayden Dulas, Grade 12, Joshua Dulas, Grade 12, Kaleb Dietsch, Grade 12,
Holy Cross Holy Cross Laura Secord Laura Secord Blyth Academy in Ottawa

N\
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Liam Bruce, Grade 12, Logan Rossi, Grade 12, Lucy Hopkins, Grade 12, Madison Dubroy, Grade 8, Marley Clements, Grade 8,
A.N. Myer A.N. Myer Laura Secord Crossroads Crossroads

William Pillitteri-Smith, Grade 12, Michael Miele, Grade 8, Olivia Ferguson, Grade 8, Ori Vanderlee, Grade 12, Teresa Cole, Brock University,
Holy Cross St. Davids School St. Michael Laura Secord Bachelor of Arts in Music

Quinten Davis, Grade 12, Bella Gilchrist, Grade 8, Heather Petrick, UGuelph and Hannah Gilchrist, Grade 12, Bastion Mullen Michael,
Holy Cross St. Davids School Maastricht University, A.N. Myer Kindergarten
PhD in Biological Sciences

Congratulations to all of NOTL's
grads! The hard work paid off!

- YLake Report

| PUB & GRILL
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