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Foggy day in NOTL

The NOTL Sailing Club sits wrapped in thick morning fog on Sunday. DAVE VAN DE LAAR
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Poor Premier Doug Ford.

“There is no one in this
country that is scrutinized
more than I am,” he said
after his latest misstep, the
debacle around the aborted
purchase of a (used) private
jet for him to fly around on
the people’s business.

Barely 48 hours later,
despite noting his cabinet
had unanimously endorsed
the purchase of the nearly
$30-million “Gravy Plane,”
the premier did a 180-de-
gree turn.

Ford is a seasoned and
smart politician, who has
already tried to spin his
about-face on the Chal-
lenger jet into a case of
“I'm not too shy to change
my mind.”

Once again he was
embracing his wannabe
Everyman persona. And for
the millionaire business-
man, an entrepreneur since

LR y&thﬁhﬁs
a co-opted persona.

“For the People” was the
slogan he campaigned on
eight years ago when he
was first elected premier.
And he has shown time and
time again that, really, he is
“For the People” — though
maybe just not the common
people who have to live with
his actions and decisions.

In his 2022 campaign, he
promised to “Get it Done”
and then, in 2025, he swore
he needed a new mandate
to be able to “Protect On-
tario” in the era of Donald
Trump 2.0.

Instead, we have a leader
in Ontario who often acts

Editorial
Ford needs to act "For the People’

The Ford regime initially vowed to be “For the People”
and later to “Get it Done,” but now, like many aging
governments, it appears to have lost its way. FILE

like King Trump, despite
being an outspoken critic
of the golden fleecer to the
south of us.

The list of missteps and

slc_:tntiEkli'sglsI o J‘el@nﬂ“licted messes by

Ford continues to grow.
Besides the plane, in the
past week alone he has
taken the hideous step of
slamming shut the door on
access to information re-
lated to himself, his cabinet,
staff and other top govern-
ment officials. And, remark-
ably, he made it retroactive.
The move will effective-
ly kill pending requests
for records, including
those related to the pre-
mier’s personal cellphone,
which he regularly uses
for government business.
And it shields many se-
nior officials from public
accountability.

Without access to such
information and govern-
ment records, it is unlikely
anyone would ever have
heard about the infamous
Greenbelt scandal.

That charade cost a
cabinet minister and several
staffers their jobs over pref-
erential treatment accorded
to developers as part of a
secret plan to open up parts
of the protected area known
as the Greenbelt.

Ford emerged largely
unscathed politically and
eventually promised to
reverse course on the Green-
belt — though the whole af-
fair could still cost taxpayers
millions in reparations.

The premier seems not
to have learned from that
scandal and last week
his government rammed
through Bill 97 to kill

access to important govern-
ment information. There
were no public hearings or
debates on this vital piece of
legislation that’s designed,
ironically, to curb what

the public knows about its
government’s activities.

We strongly doubt Bill
97 will withstand a court
challenge — and, if our wee
paper had the resources, we’d
gladly be part of such a fight
— but in the meantime Ford
has effectively granted him-
self and his mandarins free
reign while running rough-
shod over the public’s right to
know about how his govern-
ment is being operated.

“Just trust us, folks,” is
not the answer.

Couple last week’s plane
and freedom of information
scandals with the litany of
other recent Ford govern-
ment foibles — a ballooning
deficit, missed housing tar-
gets (despite bulldozing over
municipal controls on devel-
opment), increased health
care wait times and threats
of more privatization, and
shutting down the legislature
for months, to name a few —
and we all should be worried
about the direction in which
the premier is driving us.

The Ford regime ini-
tially vowed to be “For the
People” and later to “Get it
Done,” but now, like many
aging governments, it ap-
pears to have lost its way.

We urge Doug Ford to
take a step back, remember
why he was first elected —
and whose interests he was
chosen to serve. It’s not too
late to repair the trust that
has been damaged.

kevin@niagaranow.com
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The man who wants to save us. Again

THETURNER REPORT
Garth Turner
Columnist

The Parliament Oak hotel
would never have been ap-
proved.

The hulking condo towers
of Glendale never contem-
plated.

The ambitious scheme
to beef up our wee airport
for tourist-laden jets never
embraced.

The St. Davids round-
about never planned.

The Royal George
mega-complex never rubber-
stamped.

And, if Vaughn Goettler
were mayor, Ontario would
have to invade NOTL to
make us amalgamate with
the heathens in the Falls.
Because we might well be
an independent state.

At least, that’s the
rhetoric. The defiance. The
swagger of a 74-year-old,
self-made, wealthy, philan-
thropic Old Town resident
who’s spent the last four
years shaking his head.

He ran to be mayor once
before. He lost. Actually,
he hints, we all did when
Gary Zalepa was chris-
tened our master.

“I’'m really disturbed at
what I’ve seen coming out
of this council,” he says.
“They’ve been too lenient
with developers. With Par-
liament Oak, for example,
the hydrological issues of
the property were never
addressed. And it doesn’t
fit with the neighbour-
hood. I never would have
approved it — that space
would have been perfect
for seniors’ housing, so
people could age in grace,
in town.”

The local council, says
the entrepreneur, is not
transparent enough. Current
politicians let people “put
shovels in the ground with-
out permits.”

There is too little trans-
parency. Too much de-
pendence on tourism and
wineries. Too little care
about quality of life.

Self-made man and phllanthroplst Vaughn Goettler says NOTL has caved to developers
Things will change if he's mayor, he vows. He will be seeking election. GARTH TURNER

And we need to stop
running scared from the
region’s threat of sucking
NOTL into the black hole
of bigger government,
says the man who came
third in 2022 and vows to
change that.

“We should separate as
opposed to amalgamate.
We pay a disproportionate
amount of tax relative to
what we get in return. This
is not Niagara Falls. We’re
not Los Vegas North —
and if we let that kind of
thinking invade the place
we might as well throw up
a Ferris wheel behind the
cenotaph.”

One issue, the candidate
says, is that NOTL has a
part-time mayor. It shows.

“There is a lot of clean-
ing-up to be done in this
town. For example, staff
need to remember they do
not run this town. Council
does and staff report to it.
The mayor should be our
CEO.”

To that end, Goettler says
— unlike the current boss
— he won’t be a part-time
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politician. He has stepped
back from the HVAC em-
pire he and his wife built.
He’s selling his seasonal
home in California.

His family foundation
will continue to spread its
wealth around, as it did with
a million dollars to help the
Niagara Foundation buy the
historic Wilderness prop-
erty.

By the way, he says he
kept news of that gift quiet
while he was running in the
last election — for politi-
cal reasons: “I didn’t want
people to think this is just
some wealthy jerk trying to
buy votes.”

But Goettler is a one
percenter, without a doubt.
He built a successful home
comfort business, sold it,
bought is back, expanded
it, scaled it and flipped it
to hungry Americans from
San Francisco.

Over 20 years he part-
nered with his wife, Lauren,
and embraced his mistress,
ambition.

Now the two of them are
among the largest donors

Discover the stories behind five

ON THE
LAKE

most unique neighbourhoods!

to local causes. Lots of
headlines and pictures in
the town’s media. Some
people call the Goettlers
showboats. No surprise. It’s
always easy to stereotype
and diss those who live in
the big house down on the
water.

But elections are levelers.
Money won’t buy you one.
Support is earned, and in
NOTL these days, we'’re a
polarized society.

Many are desperate to
preserve its uniqueness
while others see the town
as a movie set or heritage
theme park — a backdrop
for yet more growth. More
tourists. More gelato, hotels
and cash flow.

“If I win not everyone is
going to like what I do,”
vows Goettler. “They won’t.
But if we don’t grab hold of
this town now, we will lose
it forever. This is my one
chance.”.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: WINEMAKER’S GLOSSARY

From Latin for "heavy,” this
4-letter word refers to a
style of dry champagne.

Last issue category: ALSO A CAR PART

Clue: They make Stratocasters with all the fixins.
Answer: What is Fender?

Answered first by: Tuija Johansson

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Bob Wheatley, Margie Enns, Lynda Collet,
Howard Jones, Wes Mann, Esther VanGorder,
KC King, Claudia Grimwood, Katie Reimer,
Gordon Yanow, Donna Pearce, Wade Durling,
Marla Percy, Catherine Clarke, Brian Leader,

Sheila Meloche

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp

(Subject line: Riddle me this)
*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS” FOR JEOPARDY

QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

Pub gift card every week.
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Welcoming new while

Brian Marshall
Columnist

To begin this week, I'd
like to observe that it is gen-
erally a fallacy to claim that
an historic house is “too far
gone to save.”

In my opinion, this sug-
gestion is made simply to
allow the owner to tear it
down and clear the way to
build something new. And
that “new” build is far too
often soulless and inappro-
priate.

But, then there are those
who respect our built
heritage, who embrace the
generations that have come
before and understand how
traditional buildings add to
our community.

Allow me to highlight a
couple of examples — one an
old house and the other new.

Not so long ago, if you
were to drive out towards
York Road on Concession 6,
just past Line 6 on the left
side, you would have seen
a sad and dilapidated old

farmhouse clad in insul-
brick siding.

All the window open-
ings on the first floor were
covered with plywood and
many second floor windows
simply missing or broken.
The eaves were crumbling
and the shingles missing
in large areas exposing the
interior to water incursion.

Built circa 1890, this old
soldier had apparently been
abandoned to the elements
— destined to collapse.

However, then the current
owners stepped in and saved
it from an ignoble death.

Today, the home sports
new cream-coloured board
and batten siding, set off
by striking green metal
roof with new windows
and doors completing the
picture.

These folks have returned
to the community a piece
of our shared rural history
as the old farmhouse, given
lease on life, can once more
take pride of place on the
farm.

Well done.

Now, let’s head down into
Old Town. At the corner
of Nassau and Johnson
stand two new built houses
designed by Mark Holmes
of Brock Builders.

This columnist has often
articulated that good design
must be anchored in contex-
tual considerations — the
property itself, followed by

=

Before and after: 815 Concession 6 Rd. in April 2023 (left) versus April 2026 (right). The heart and soul of the building

respecting old — it can be done

remains the same, with a modernized and practical look. Kudos on a senstive rebuild, writes Brian Marshall.

the streetscape, the architec-
ture of the neighbourhood
and general community
must inform the design pro-
cess. These two houses fully
represent that precept.

Although individually
distinct in terms of form,
cladding, fenestration, ele-
ments and details, the two
houses speak to one another
through a very clever use of
the architectural principle
of repetition applied to the
design of the porches to
create rthythm, unity, and
visual harmony within the
Nassau streetscape.

Moreover, within that
streetscape, the height,
massing and presentation is
compatible with the existing
homes — neither subordi-
nate nor “hey look at me”
dominant.

Applied in a broader
sense, both or either of these
houses could contextually
find a comfortable home
within all the boundaries

of Old Town and in many
of NOTL’s defined “settle-
ment” areas.

Again, I must applaud the
Holmes designs on these
two infill builds as what
could and should be consid-
ered a standard criteria for
infill redevelopment within
the boundaries of Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

And here I must say that
Glendale, as the gateway to
NOTL, deserves a sub-
stantial injection of design
character that recalls our
shared history.

Moving on, I feel com-
pelled to comment on my
fellow columnist Garth
Turner’s commentary in the
April 22 edition of The Lake
Report, entitled “Massacre
on Mississagua,” wherein
he identified that 41 mature
trees would be sacrificed to a
newly widened road.

Although only those who
have had a very long history
in our town would not re-

call, as a youngster, I clearly
remember the village of St.
Davids prior to the widen-
ing of the roads.

One was welcomed into
the village by mature trees
that vaulted over the roads
and created a green tunnel
that said, “You have ar-
rived.”

The trees directly contrib-
uted to the village’s sense
of place as being more than
simply a crossroads but
rather a community with
long and deep roots into
history.

And, when those trees
were cut down, the charac-
ter of St. Davids lost some-
thing that was irreplaceable:
its anchor as a complete
village.

Now, planners and the
town council have apparent-
ly consigned — as another
nod to tourists on rental
bikes — the entry into Old
Town to the same fate.

Really?

Perhaps they have missed
the fact that the attractive-
ness of Old Town is as an
historic village and tree
canopies, only delivered by
mature trees, are an integral
part of that historical char-
acter.

And, as any marginally
educated individual may
be aware (just Google it to
confirm), even replanting
“mature trees” — which,
incidentally, are not really
mature — will take more
than two decades to in part
re-establish the lost canopy
presence.

Kill the trees and kill
another of the vital elements
that make our town a unique
experience.

Of course, for those in
favour of Las Vegas North,
what does that matter?

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.
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No one in Ontario should accept Ford’s |

Wayne Gates
Special to The Lake Report

It’s not secret that people
are really struggling right
now in the province of
Ontario.

Families cannot keep up
with the cost of living, se-
niors are choosing between
groceries and medication
and ER wait times and
hallway medicine are out of
control, while rural urgent
care centres are forced to
close their doors.

And despite all this, the
Ford government thought
it was a good idea to spend
nearly $30 million on a
private jet.

Let that sink in. Thirty
million dollars.

I don’t know anyone in
Niagara who thinks that’s

a priority right now. What
I do hear, every single
day, is that people want
better health care, afford-

able housing and help with

rising costs. They want a
government that under-
stands what they’re going
through, not one that’s out
of touch.

And just before the news
about the $30 million

“gravy plane” broke, we saw
the Ford government quietly

try and change the rules

around freedom of informa-

tion laws, or FOlIs.

Last week, the Ford gov-
ernment scheduled a rare
late-night session to ram
through Bill 97, their anti-
democratic law to change
freedom of information
rules.

Doug Ford’s government
skipped all forms of public
consultation and hear-
ings on this bill, to push it
through as quickly and as
quietly as possible.

Let’s be crystal clear: if
this law had been in place
a few years ago, we would
have never found out about

CHOTERT
ONTARIO

the Greenbelt scandal.

By putting this law into
place, we may never even
know about the next Green-
belt scandal.

Transparency isn’t op-
tional in a democracy; it’s a
basic responsibility.

People have a right to
know how their money is
being spent and how deci-
sions are being made. When

details and pre-order.

1366 YORK ROAD | ST. DAVIDS, ON | 905.262.8463

is epen Jhuwuday te Tlenday, 8am—1fam.

Croissants, pain au chocolat, Boston cream, and our famous strawberry lavender
rhubarh Berliner. Fresh bread daily + espresso by Propeller Coffee.
Niagara On The Lake’s new favourite morning stop.

Easy parking. Exceptional flavour. No rush - just great mornings.
Pre-order available for pickup in 48 hours during opening hours. Please scan the QR code above for all

RAVINEVINEYARD.COM

a government tries to limit
that access, it raises serious
concerns about what they
don’t want you to see.

Because at the end of the
day, this isn’t just about one
bad decision from the Fors
government. It’s about a
pattern.

We’ve seen it before,
backroom deals behind
closed doors, priorities that

han on 1n

Doug Ford's quiet move
to block freedom of
information requests
related to himself and

his staff doesn’t protect
Ontario. It erodes critical
tools for transparency and
accountability used by
both media and opposition
parties. It will not only stop
the public from finding out
about any unknown Ford
scandals (past and future),
but it was also made
without public consultation.
The bizarre move should
serve as a loud alarm bell,
prompting Ontarians to
ask what Ford has to hide,
writes Wayne Gates. FILE

don’t line up with what
families need, and a lack of
respect for the people foot-
ing the bill.

The Ford government
is spending millions upon
millions on private planes,
private spas and handouts to
developers, while our public
services crumble and life
gets increasingly unafford-
able for families in Ontario.

ormation

To be fair, public pressure
works. We organized, we
won and the government
backed off the jet purchase.
We’ve seen that before when
Ford attempted to clear up
the Greenbelt for develop-
ment.

That shows you some-
thing important: when
people raise their voices,
they can force change. But
we shouldn’t have to fight
this hard just to get com-
mon-sense decisions.

Government should be
focused on making life bet-
ter for people. We should be
strengthening our hospitals,
reducing wait times in
ERs, getting more people
a family doctor, support-
ing workers, helping young
people afford a place to live
and making sure seniors can
retire with dignity.

That’s what I hear about
at the doors. That’s what
matters.

Right now, we can, and
should, expect better.

Wayne Gates is the mem-
ber of provincial parliament
for the Niagara Falls riding.

MCC THRIFT
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items a second life.
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mccthriftontario.com/stcatharines
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Why won’t town embrace Burton proposal?

Dear editor:

I was both moved and
puzzled after reading the
article by Susan St Amand
(“A shared opportunity for
176 Wellington,” April 23,
The Lake Report).

I was moved by reading
about the many exciting
community-based projects
that the James A. Burton
& Family Foundation has
invested in. These initia-
tives have ranged from the
spectacular Arts Umbrella
in Vancouver to the innova-
tive cSpace in Calgary.

In this region, the

foundation has supported
the Niagara Region for
Indigenous Relations, Yel-
low Door Theatre Project,
Niagara Jazz Festival, the
First Ontario Perform-
ing Arts Centre and many
others.

Clearly, this is a phil-
anthropic foundation that
seeks to build community
and to respond to expressed
community needs.

This brings me to my
source of puzzlement.

In most communities
around the world, a philan-
thropic organization with

funds to make investments,
based on research, would
be welcomed with open
arms by the community
leaders.

At the very least, the
leaders would encourage
their interest and engage in
an exploratory conversation
about shared vision and
goals. But not, it seems, in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

The foundation is offer-
ing to support the building
and running of a wonderful
centre at 176 Wellington
for community arts, youth
programs, music and edu-

cation. Research indicates
that there is strong commu-
nity support.

It seems that the best this
town can offer is that we
may invite the foundation
to respond to a request for
proposal at some unspeci-
fied point in the future.

But first, we are going
to spend $200,000 to look
into converting the iconic
176 Wellington St. site into,
drumroll please ... a park-
ing lot.

It is all rather puzzling.

Robin Cardozo
NOTL

Trees aren’t just beautiful — theyre good for us

Dear editor:

Change the surroundings,
change the experience. My
first visit to Niagara-on-
the-Lake, my husband and I
drove in from the highway.
Everything looked much
like anywhere else. Until we
crossed Mary Street.

Suddenly the road was
shaded by the spreading
branches of huge old trees.
We relaxed. This felt spe-
cial; the historic town we’d
looked forward to.

Later, as we strolled the
tree shaded streets, we were
delighted when the sidewalk

on Simcoe, near Prideaux
curved respectfully around the
giant roots of an ancient tree.
Clearly this was a town which
honoured these noble trees.

Old Town’s trees relax us.
Tourists love them. But the
benefits of our leafy compan-
ions go far beyond aesthetics.

Currently, a movement
across North America pro-
motes the benefits of more
trees. Six-hundred thousand
in Mississauga have already
been planted, with a goal of
one million.

Not only do they reduce
noise pollution and purify

the air, they improve our
mental and physical health.
Marc Berman, the world’s
leading environmental
neuroscientist, in his book
“Nature And The Mind,”
correlates planting more
trees on a street, with a re-
duction in heart attacks and
stroke of up to 23 per cent.

If residents of NOTL cut
down a tree, we are required
to replace it. Clearly this is a
town which understands the
importance of trees to both
residents and tourists.

Why then, does the town
plan to cut down 41 giant

shade trees at the main
entrance to Old Town, as
the road approaches the golf
course?

We all agree that the
potholed road needs repair,
but is it not possible to work
around our ancient neigh-
bours? Do we really need a
bike path either side?

Change the surroundings,
change the experience. Once
these glorious shade trees
are gone, the entrance to
Old Town will be just like
anywhere else.

Valmai Howe Elkins
NOTL

Why not convert free parking spots to paid parking?

Dear editor:

If NOTL is so hungry for
parking revenue, they don’t
need to build a parking
garage at the hospital site.

All they need to do is
convert all the free parking
spaces in the Old Town to

paid parking.

This map shows all the
free parking in Old Town
and is available to any
tourist by a simple online
search.

I believe that there should
be no free parking between

Mary Street and the river.
Unlimited free passes
would be provided for
all homeowners, one per
household.
Obviously, provision
would have to be made for
the golf course, and perhaps

for St Mark’s church.

Our town is foregoing a
fortune in parking revenue
by having so much free
parking. No need to build a
parking garage.

Ted Rumble
NOTL

Hospital land’s Indigenous history deserves recognition

Dear editor:

I am writing to express
my support for the efforts
of the James A. Burton
& Family Foundation to
amplify community voices
advocating for a centre
dedicated to education,
culture, and the arts at the
former hospital site at 176
Wellington St.

Over the past several
years, community discus-
sions have consistently
highlighted the need for a
permanent, shared space.

Such a facility could ac-
commodate the Royal Oak
Community School, include
a properly equipped theatre
for music and performance
groups, provide office
space for organizations
seeking a Niagara-on-the-
Lake presence, and support
a wide range of innovative
programs that naturally
emerge when people gather
to collaborate.

This strong interest was
evident at a recent public
meeting, where community

members filled the Royal
Cambridge Ballroom at the
Prince of Wales Hotel.
Attendees heard updates
from the Burton Founda-
tion, learned more about the
town’s process and engaged
with organizational leaders
committed to realizing a
vision for the building that is
both creative and sustainable.
From an Indigenous per-
spective, the lands at and
surrounding 176 Welling-
ton St. hold deep historical
significance — history that

defended alliance lands and
helped shape the nation we
now call Canada. This heri-
tage deserves recognition
and thoughtful integration
into the site’s future.

I encourage continued
community engagement and
support for a project that
has the potential to serve,
connect, and inspire for
seven generations to come.

Tim Johnson (President,
Niagara Academy for
Indigenous Relations)

NOTL

The Nyanyas of Niagara welcome Bob Rae, former
Canadian ambassador to the United Nations, to NOTL on
April 23 for a public discussion about the importance of
backing support for the millions of people in Africa dealing
with HIV/AIDS and the consequences of the illness.

Support for HIV/AIDS

funding matters now
more than ever

Dear editor:

A heartfelt thank you to
everyone who joined us —
and to those who donated
— for Conversations on
Global Health: Impact
& Inspiration, hosted by
Nyanyas of Niagara in sup-
port of the Stephen Lewis
Foundation.

It was a particularly
meaningful evening as we
gathered not only to learn
and connect, but also to
honour the extraordinary
legacy of Stephen Lewis
— whose leadership and
unwavering commitment
to global health continue
to inspire. As Bob Rae so
powerfully said, he “is ir-
replaceable.”

We are deeply grateful
to the Honourable Bob Rae
and Meg French, executive
director of foundation, for
their moving reflections
during the talk, and to all
who attended, for your
compassion and commuit-
ment.

The message was clear: at
a time when global health
funding is shifting, your
support matters more than
ever. Together with the
Stephen Lewis Foundation,
we must help sustain vital,
community-led efforts on
the frontlines of HIV and
AIDS across Africa.

As Meg French shared,
“The Stephen Lewis
Foundation has had a
difficult few weeks since
Stephen’s passing, but we
are committed to carrying
on his work in support of
community-led organiza-
tions working to end AIDS
in Africa.”

She spoke about how
Stephen would sit with

communities, listen deeply,
and understand what was
needed — then advocate
tirelessly around the world
to ensure those needs were
met. He was fearless in

his advocacy and deeply
respected by all who knew
him.

In the words of Bob
Rae, “It’s a great privilege
to be here in the Niagara
region for such an impor-
tant cause.” He reflected
on Stephen’s profound
influence and emphasized
a critical truth: there are
no borders when it comes
to a virus.

What happens in one
part of the world affects
us all. Continued progress
depends on better solutions,
expanded care, and greater
awareness.

Mr. Rae also underscored
the importance of global
responsibility. While sig-
nificant progress has been
made, declining interna-
tional funding — including
the dismantling of United
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development — and
persistent stigma surround-
ing HIV and AIDS present
serious challenges. Ad-
dressing these issues is not
only a moral imperative,
but one that benefits us all.

We can each carry the
torch and be part of the
solution.

The Stephen Lewis
Foundation held an event
honouring Stephen Lewis,
alongside thousands around
the world on April 26. They
will have a post-event link
for those who were not able
to join.

Rose Campbell
Niagara

SOKO

= bakery cafe

Korean-themed bakery & cafe
roll cakes | scones | pastries | buns
coffee | tea | smoothies

358 Mary St. | 289-241-7789 | sokobakerycafe.square.site
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Our community centre: The glue that holds NOTL together

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Here in our pretty little
town, it seems so many
people are angry and cross
with so many people. This
week, let me ramble in
another direction. Let’s all
try to love each other.

Just imagine how happy
and proud Harold Clement
would be if he was able
to walk into our Niagara-
on-the-Lake Community
Centre today. Harold was
a longtime NOTL resident
“back in the day,” until
2009, and a truly visionary
local politician. In politics
for all the right reasons,
and apparently he never put

up a yard sign.

He was a passionate
advocate of the community
centre. And this is only one
example of his devotion to
enhancing the quality of
life in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
It seems like it was a long
time ago, but in fact, only
15 years have passed since
the exciting opening day on
March 26, 2011.

I encourage all residents
to drive over to Anderson
Lane, near the firehall on
Niagara Stone Road. Spend
some time reading the two
impressive plaques inside
the community centre. So
much recent local history,
and so many familiar
names. What a reminder of
how hard some people work
on our behalf.

So much hard work has
been done by so many.
Three lord mayors are
mentioned. Gary Burroughs,
Art Viola and Gary Zalepa
Jr. were doing their best,
way back then, to enhance
our lifestyles.

Clive Buist was the
director of parks and

Ross Robinson says the NOTL Community Centre is more
than a building — it's a place to connect with people.

recreation, and the
indefatigable Ken Rive
was the town’s facilities
supervisor and the project
manager for the ambitious
Community Centre — “On
time and on budget.”

The 12-person fundraising
committee was quarterbacked
by John Wiens. His team
worked professionally,
approaching donors from
Ottawa to the various corners
of NOTL. People today
should somehow thank the
many donors.

What a smashing success
we have in our town. The

community centre is just
that. The centre of our
community. So many
activities and opportunities
to spend time with friends
and strangers.

Leafing through the
town’s 2026 spring/summer
community guide, how
about adult ballet, classic
line dancing and Nia with
Didi and Anne? What’s not
to love in this town?

Mahjong, euchre, chess,
more board games.The
Ephemera Club. By now
most of us will need to
pause for a refreshment.

Attached to the
community centre is Sweets
& Swirls Cafe. Bright
and cheery with lots of
windows, freshly baked
goods, soups, salads and
sandwiches. And deservedly
busy so much of the time.
Hats off to Erinn, Roumania
and Elena for always being
so welcoming.

Still looking for activities?
Badminton, carpet bowling
or outdoor bowling. And
in capital letters there are
lots of hours set aside for
pickleball. An ongoing saga,
and such a great game. It
will somehow flourish here.

Our NOTL Community
Centre is one big building.
Somehow, it is kept
spotlessly clean. Blake
Duroucher and his co-
workers scrub it stem to
stern, both floors, every day,
including the oval track and
work out area.

And they are totally
organized setting up for the
various functions, activities
and events. Just think of
moving all those tables and
chairs.

Adding to the feel-good
ambience at our community
centre is the busy-ness
of the adjacent Niagara
Nursery School and Child
Care Centre. Their slogan is
“Learning Through Play.”

An unsung absolute
hero of this school is Miss
Wendy, involved for over
25 years, with the immense
responsibility of organizing
drop-off and pick-up.

She could teach the
valets at any Ritz Carlton,
who deal mostly with
adults and limousines, a
thing or three about safety
and efficiency and fairness.
Hundreds, no thousands, of
local children have come
to love and respect Miss
Wendy and her team over
the years.

This is such a great town.
Take some time and visit
our community centre. Read
the plaques, and absorb the
ambience of this happening
place.

So much to feel good
about. And, be extra kind
this week.

rossrocket9@gmail.com

Residents” interests dismissed
with pickleball court closure

Dear editor:

It is both disappointing
and frustrating to see that,
after three years, Niagara-
on-the-Lake council has
failed to take meaning-
ful action to address the
ongoing issues surrounding
outdoor pickleball courts in
our community.

Pickleball is one of the
fastest-growing sports
in Canada, embraced by
residents of all ages for its
accessibility, health benefits
and strong sense of com-
munity.

Yet despite its popularity,
local players have been left
without adequate facilities
while council delays, defers
and ultimately does nothing.

What is perhaps most
troubling is the suggestion
that residents simply travel
to neighboring municipali-
ties to play. This response is
not only dismissive — it is
insulting.

Residents of Niagara-on-
the-Lake pay taxes and con-
tribute to this community
with the reasonable expecta-
tion that their recreational
needs will be considered
and supported. Redirect-
ing them elsewhere sends
a clear message that their
interests are not a priority.

Other municipalities have
recognized the value of
investing in recreational in-
frastructure like pickleball
courts, understanding that

these amenities enhance
quality of life, promote
active living and foster
community engagement.
Niagara-on-the-Lake should
be no different.

Council has had ample
time to consult, plan and
implement a solution that
balances the needs of all
residents. The continued
inaction reflects a troubling
lack of leadership and re-
sponsiveness.

It is time for council to
stop deflecting responsi-
bility and start delivering
results. The residents of
Niagara-on-the-Lake de-
serve better.

Vince Serratore
St. Davids

We welcome your letters

The Lake Report welcomes your letters to the editor. Please, write
early and often. Letters ideally should be under 400 words long.
Occasionally, longer letters may be published. All letters may be edited
for conciseness, accuracy, libel and defamation. Please include your
full name, street address and a daytime telephone number so that
authorship can be authenticated. Only names and general addresses (eg.
Virgil, St. Davids, NOTL) will be published. Send your letters to editor@
niagaranow.com or drop them by our office at 496 Mississagua St., NOTL.

Expansion underway at museum

Dear editor:

On behalf of the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Museum, I
would like to share a brief
update with our residents,
neighbours, and visitors.

As many may have noticed,
construction activity has
begun on and around the
museum grounds.

With our foundation and
plumbing permits now is-
sued, we are preparing the
site for the next phase of
work.

This includes relocating
several larger outdoor arti-
facts, removing signage, and
carefully protecting memo-
rial trees through temporary
off-site transplanting for
future replanting. These
early steps are necessary
to prepare the grounds for
excavation.

While construction fenc-
ing is now in place, we want
to assure the community
that the museum remains
open during regular hours,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily,
and all planned program-
ming will continue as
scheduled.

We would also like to
sincerely thank the residents

I el o

The NOTL Museum remains open during regular hours as

construction on the expansion takes place next door.

and members who support-
ed our participation in the
National Trust for Canada’s
“Next Great Save.”

Although we were not
selected as the final win-
ner, the enthusiasm and
encouragement from our
community helped raise
valuable awareness of the
museum and the important
role it plays in preserv-
ing our local history and
heritage.

As many know, the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum is embarking on an
exciting expansion. We are

deeply grateful to everyone
who has helped us reach
this point.

While there is still work
ahead to achieve our final
fundraising goal, we look
forward to sharing more in
the coming months about
how the community can
continue to support this
important project.

Thank you for your
patience during construc-
tion and for your ongoing
support of the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Museum.

Susan May Wery

Chair, NOTL Museum
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Across

9. Georgia's capital (7)

10. An ancient one had a bird problem (7)
11. Banish (5)

12. Comparable (9)

13. Road journey refreshment break (3,4)
16. Wield (5)

17. Fish eggs (3)

18. Oddball (6)

19. Entirely (6)

22. Pre-DVD technology (1,1,1) . E

24. Dorian Gray's vice (5) "] o|'r| €] s| al'V"T| r| 1] 6
26. Door knockers (7) n
27. Seen behind the scenes (9)
29. Believer in karma (5) H L T
31. Found between sea and shining ®1| Nl 7] o] uf ¢ Hl
sea (7) . E
32. Make clear (7)

Down

1. Try (7)

. Bluff King Hal’s regnal no. (4)

. First-class (4-4)

. View unfavourably (10)

. Youth charity (1,1,1,1)

. Monotonous routine (6)

. Next? (6,4)

8. Adjusts beforehand (7)

14. If it's too hot, get out of it (3,7)

15. New actress about spreading the
word (10)

20. Last remaining chance of relief (4,4)
21. Tofu base (7)

23. Publishing (7)

25. Home of the Prado (6)

28. Oil-rich monarchy on the Arabian
Peninsula (4)

30. Old boatman (4)
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RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

% . * NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE

2+1BED + 2 BATH + 1,104 SQ. FT.

$925,000

16 MILLS LANE
2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,703 SQ. FT.
$1,174,900

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED * 3BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT.
$1,198,900

1426 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
3+1BED * 5 BATH * 2,400 SQ. FT.

$1,560,000

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.
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FEATURED

EXPLORING HISTORY o
WITH NOTL MUSEUM ;Lﬂklii&tpﬂl't

. " PLEDGE IT

Pledge your support for The Lake Report,
your trusted, award-winning source for NOTL news

The Lake Report’s Pledge It campaign
has two main components:
1. Pledge a recurring annual donation
to support journalism in NOTL.

2. Pledge an endowment to the paper so your
dedication continues to have a positive impact
on the community after you are gone.

What your pledge supports:

+ Original, independent civic journalism

« Holding our elected leaders accountable

+ Charities and local non-profit organizations
- Local artists and arts organizations

- Local businesses and entrepreneurs

- Families in our community
- Preserving NOTLs history
- Historic organizations

Bl

Pledge your annual donation at
www.lakereport.ca/donate-today

Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com
to let us know of endowment plans

Pepe’s Corner

Located at the corner of Mississagua and Mary streets, Pepe’s was once a favourite stop in town, where
locals could satisfy a sweet tooth with penny candy or ice cream. It was also a different era. Parents would
often send their children with a note to purchase a pack of cigarettes. In later years, the building became
home to the beloved Willow Cakes and Pastries bakery. You can still satisfy your sweet tooth there today
at AegeanFlavrs by grabbing some baklava or one of their many delicious meals and sandwiches.

Advertising inquiries?
Email advertising@niagaranow.com

Lessons from Chlmps on contlict, care and society

DR. BR“WN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

In the 1950s, Jane Good-
all observed a split in what
had been a stable communi-
ty of Kasekela chimpanzees
living in Gombe Tanzania,
with the result that members
of the small breakaway
group were killed off one
by one by members of the
original group.

Recently, the Journal Sci-
ence highlighted a similar
breakup involving nearly
200 chimpanzees living in
Uganda’s Kibale National
Park. For several decades
the overall group was
divided into western, central
and eastern groups, but
the three groups coexisted
harmoniously with no signs
of violence.

However, 12 years ago fol-
lowing the death of several
members, apparently from a
respiratory disease, violence
broke out between the west-
ern and central groups and
has remained so since.

The reasons for the
breakup aren’t known, but
some scientists involved

in the study suggest those
deaths might have involved
chimps who straddled the
social divide between the
two groups or perhaps the
ascent of new leadership
hostile to the other group.
Chimpanzee groups
are male dominated and
well-known to be hostile to
outsiders. The opposite is
true of bonobo communi-
ties, who, though closely
related to chimpanzees, are
run by females and solve
most social friction by sex
between whoever seems to
be upset at the time.
Violence does happen in
bonobo communities but
unlike chimpanzees, bono-
bos don’t gang up on one
another and no instances of
killing have been observed.
Other social species
sometimes exhibit similar
behavior with separate
groups sometimes merg-
ing or as in case of chim-
panzees, splitting with no
peaceful merger in sight.
Human society is like
chimpanzee society —
tribalistic and prone to
violence. A list of conflicts
from world wars to end-
less regional conflicts and
violence within our own
country makes the point.
Frans De Waal, a well-
known student of chim-
panzees and other social
animals once wrote a
book titled, “Chimpanzee
Politics,” which became a
best seller because of its

Chimpanzees’ complex social bonds can shift from co-
operation to deadly conflict, mirroring the tribal instincts
seen in human societies, writes Dr. Brown. SOURCED

timing — the period when
Newt Gingrich, then the
Republican head of the
U.S. House of Represen-
tatives and Bill Clinton,
the former U.S. president,
were battling it out.

The analogy was apt and
recognized at the time, at
least by Gingrich.

There’s another matter
here to deal with: sex, and
its role in tough situations.

Not so long ago, I helped
run a multiple sclerosis
(MS) clinic in Thunder Bay.
MS is twice as common in
women and tends to begin
sometime between the late
teens and 30s and, for some,
MS progresses in a series of
relapses and remissions pro-
ducing cumulative deficits
and disability.

Fortunately, there are
several reasonably effec-
tive medications now but
no cure. For some, the
cumulative disabilities
are very challenging to
live with and, for couples,
add to the strain of living
together to the point where
the supporting partner
sometimes splits.

In my experience and
that of other neurologists,
males are more likely to
leave a female partner
affected with MS than the
other way round.

Fortunately, later in life,
most partners stay together,
whatever the problem, al-
though because women tend
to be younger than their
male partners, women tend
to bear the burden of caring

for sick husbands more than
the other way round.

Sometimes, the extraor-
dinary happens. One of
my MS patients became
severely disabled to the
point of being bedridden
most of the time and unable
to look after her toilet or
feed herself. Her husband
had long since disappeared
and she was looked after by
her son and daughter.

Between them and some
visiting help, they provid-
ed incredibly good care:
she suffered from none of
the pressure sores, infec-
tions or other complica-
tions of patients at that
stage in the disease.

Finally, unable to swal-
low and breath properly,
she died. Compounding the
tragedy, the daughter later
developed MS within a few
years of her mother’s death.

Another striking differ-
ence between the sexes is
the care of patients with
dementia, or to be more pre-
cise, which sex writes with
the most insight, empathy
and practical advice about
patients with dementia.

If The New York Times
is any guide, women are
more likely to write about
dementia with insight
and empathy, by far. The
medical aspects of dementia
diagnosis and management
are similar with both sexes.

Whether the world
wound be better off with
more women in charge is

unknown but worth a try.
After all, men have been in
charge for most of recorded
history and some would say:
look at the mess.

But male dominance may
not have been the default
setting in paleolithic times
or even among many
hunter-gatherer groups
where leadership is often
more shared and commu-
nal. Of course there are the
unavoidables: so far, preg-
nancy is a female affair, but
who knows, with the pace
of science these days.

To return to those some-
times quarrelsome chim-
panzees, evidence suggests
that male chimps mellow in
middle age when they are
far more likely to have long
standing friendships with
other males and females —
behavior not common when
they’re young.

Frans de Waal once wrote
a book about Mama, a
grandmother in a well-stud-
ied troop, who despite her
frailty and small size, was
greatly respected by young
and old alike and even alpha
males. She was the peace
maker in the troop, often
breaking up squabbles usu-
ally started by young males.

Sound familiar?.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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Jenniter Penner

PENNER, Jennifer
Emily —

Jennifer Emily Penner,
born May 31, 1962,
passed away peacefully
on April 18,2026, at
Niagara Falls Hospital
with her loving family
by her side.

Beloved wife to
Tim Penner, cherished
daughter of Diane and
Harold Wutzke, and
devoted sister, mother,
and grandmother,
Jennifer’s life was rooted in love, kindness, and art. Jennifer
was a gifted artist with an extraordinary eye for design
and décor, Jennifer’s creativity touched every space she
entered. She was a part of many art communities, including
the Elora Art Society, where her studio was named
“Lavendar Lane”. Her art reflected her vibrant spirit, her
love of beauty, and her ability to see the extraordinary in
the everyday. Jennifer’s compassion extended to all living
beings, including her dearly missed dogs — Finnigan,
Kristy, and Tuffy — who were part of her heart and home.

She will be remembered for her gentle spirit, her
artistic brilliance, and the joy she brought to everyone
who knew her.

A service to celebrate Jennifer’s life will be held
at 11 a.m. on Sunday, May 9 at Bethany Mennonite
Church, 572 East & West Line in Niagara-on-the-Lake,
with a reception to follow at the Sandtrap Pub & Grill at
358 Mary St., NOTL. In lieu of flowers, the family invites
donations to an animal rescue or charity of your choice,
in honour of her love for animals.

In Loving Memory of Jennifer Emily Penner
She painted with her heart,
Designed with her soul,
And left the world more beautiful than she found it
Forever loved, forever missed.

Bruce Fast

FAST, Bruce —

It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the sudden passing of Bruce
Fast in Victoria, BC - May 9, 1962 -
April 13,2026. Bruce was predeceased
by his father, Peter Fast (1987) and
his beloved nephew, Noah Schriefer
(2021). He leaves behind his loving
wife Jane Godfrey, his two sons Daniel
and Kai, his mother Angelina, his
siblings, David (Josie), Jim, Ruth Anne
(Kirk), Wayne (Stephanie) and his
many nieces and nephews whose lives
were all touched by his gentle, loving
and caring spirit.

Bruce loved the outdoors and was a
nature and forest artist. He travelled
extensively his whole life visiting more
that 70 countries, often volunteering
for humanitarian organizations, but
always making art wherever he was.
His passionate heart and free spirit
will always be an inspiration to all
who knew him.

In lieu of flowers (although his
mother may love a few) donations can
be made to one of Bruce’s favourite
places: mountdouglaspark.square.site

Dr. Gavin James

JAMES, Gavin Alexander,
B.D.S.,M.D.S.,ED.S. (Eng.),

Dip. Orthodont. (Tor.) —

Dec. 7, 1930 — April 19,2026

Dr. Gavin James died peacefully
with his family by his side.

Born in Glasgow, Scotland, Gavin
carried throughout his life a Scottish
intellect, wit and quiet strength that
shaped both his character and his
work. His remarkable career as an
orthodontist, educator, and innovator spanned more than 70 years.

After graduating from the University of Glasgow, he spent a year as an
intern at the Forsyth Institute in Boston before returning to Scotland to
complete two years of National Service in Germany. He then finished his
orthodontic training at the Eastman Hospital in London, where he also
earned his fellowship, and served as Senior Registrar in Orthodontics at
the University of Edinburgh.

In 1967, he and his family emigrated to Canada, where he established
orthodontic practices in Orillia, Toronto and Barrie.

A pioneer in holistic orthodontics, Gavin was ahead of his time in
recognizing the relationship between structure, function, and whole-body
well-being.

At the heart of Gavin’s life was his family. He was the beloved husband
of Joyce Helen (Paterson) for 68 years, their devotion evident in enduring
love and loyalty. He was a devoted father to Robin (Beth), Mhairi, and
Callum (Sarah) and a cherished uncle to Mary (Jan). Gavin took delight in
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

He was a man of compassion, deep thought and easy laughter,
remembered for his kindness and abiding curiosity. He leaves behind a
legacy of love, not only within his family and profession, but in the many
lives enriched by his wisdom, generosity and care.

In lieu of flowers, the family invites donations in Dr. James’s memory to
the May Court Club of Barrie or a charity of choice.

A Celebration of Life will be held on June 13 between 2 and 4 p.m.,
eulogy at 2:30 p.m. at Morgan’s Funeral Home, Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Memories, photos, and condolences may be shared

at www.morganfuneral.com.

r the call.

Volunteer with Ontario Corps.

Sign up at ontario.ca/OntarioCorps

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Ontario @
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Town seeks nominations for

NOTL:s Sports Wall of Fame

Staff
The Lake Report

The Town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake is accepting
nominations for its 2026
Sports Wall of Fame, an
annual program recognizing
local athletes and commu-
nity builders.

Residents have until May
25 to submit nominations
for individuals who have
made significant contribu-
tions to sport in Niagara-
on-the-Lake. Categories
include athlete, for those
who have demonstrated out-
standing performance, and
builder, which recognizes
coaches, officials, volunteers
and others who have sup-
ported the development of
sport in the community.

Nominations can be sub-
mitted online through the
town’s website or in person
at the town administra-
tion building on Four Mile
Creek Road or the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Community
Centre on Anderson Lane.

A selection commit-
tee made up of residents
and town staff will review
submissions and select two

You can nominate someone for NOTL's Sports Wall of

Looking for
Town news?

NIEEaTake

NEWS

NOTL NEWS

Fame by contacting the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

inductees. The successful
nominees will be added to
the Wall of Fame at Merid-
ian Credit Union Arena and
recognized at a ceremony
planned for August.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
said the program reflects the
town’s community spirit.

“The Sports Wall of
Fame is more than a
recognition of athletic
achievement; it’s a celebra-
tion of the strong sense of
community that defines
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” he
said. “Each year, we come
together to honour indi-
viduals who have inspired
us, brought people together
through sport, and helped

V4

build a lasting legacy for
future generations.”

Chief administrative of-
ficer Nick Ruller said parks
and recreation programs
play an important role in
community well-being.

“Parks and recreation play
a vital role in supporting
healthy, connected com-
munities. Initiatives like the
Sports Wall of Fame high-
light the impact of these
spaces and programs, and
the individuals who help
bring them to life.”

The town is also seeking
residents to join the Sports
Wall of Fame committee.
Those interested can contact
the town.

Scan the QR code or visit
www.notl.com/subscribe to have News
Releases, Town Statements, NOTL News
online e-newsletter, and more delivered

straight to your inbox.

TENNIS ANYONE

TENNIS ADDS LIFE TO YOUR YEARS
AND YEARS TO YOUR LIFE!

A study published by the Mayo Clinic found tennis players add 10 years on their life.

Ready to Hit the Courts? Join the Club Today!

Seasonal memberships are now open. See why our members love it here.

e Play More - organized play throughout the week

¢ Online Booking - a court is waiting for you and your partners
e Ball Machine - hitting partner that is always available

e Special Events - Fun. Social. Tennis.

GO Tennis
e GO Drills - Skills, Tactics. Fitness.
e Pop Up Clinics - Back to Basics ¢ Serving Academy « Yoga
e Junior Program - Learn. Play. Laugh. (Red ¢ Orange * Green e Yellow)

VISIT: notltennis.ca/play
TENNIS - THE LIFE SPORT
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TEXT OR CALL GREG TODA 905.329.3484

P g

)

TR el .

i ‘P . (.1-#,‘ ..-.'._‘.{‘.._’.. q
Lake}::S1,400,000

B
CALL GREGIF

T P

FREE HOME B
EVALUATION D 4

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484 e

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED

I LIKE TO MOVE IT, MOVE IT

*1,000,000,000 in Real Estate Sold in Niagara




