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Bob Gale’s record, not his books, are why
i’s good he’s no longer Niagara’s leader

David Israelson
Special to The Lake Report

Is Bob Gale a Nazi? Ab-
solutely not, I'd say.

But in the digital, social
media age, that’s the kind of
unfair judgment people tend
to make when they glance at
a screen and see that some
public figure did something
dumb or out of bounds.

Certainly I don’t like
that Gale, who resigned as
Niagara’s regional chair on
March 12, included in his
“broad collection of histori-
cal art and artifacts” a copy
of Adolf Hitler’s “Mein
Kampf,” signed by the evil
fiihrer himself.

It’s creepy. And it’s
understandable why many
people find it offensive for
a public figure to collect
what many would consider
to be history porn.

But it’s also a distrac-
tion. As long as they’re not
breaking the law, people
are entitled to be as weird
as they want in their private
lives. This is so as long as
their private weirdness does
not seep into their public
decision-making.

The irony is that Gale’s
resignation leaves Niagara
Region better off, but not

for the reasons he resigned.
These reasons relate to his
job, not his peccadillos.
That’s what people should
focus on.

In the Insta-era, our at-
tention is being hijacked by
emotional reactions, or trig-
gered by gotcha moments
or driven by algorithms. We
get outraged by ridiculous
or awful things that people
in the public eye often do.

There are enough stupid
things available to offend
us 24 hours a day. But we
should pay more attention
to the bad decisions people
make in their jobs that
actually can make our daily
lives worse.

The problem is that it’s
harder and harder to dis-
tinguish actual harm from
gratuitous insult. Cynical
politicians have figured
out how to whip up instant
outrage to take our eyes off
what’s really going wrong.

We need only look south
of the border to see this.
One outrage leads to more
outrage, until all of us are
always angry about some
perceived slight. Often,
we can’t tell the difference
between what really ought
to make us angry and what
we should ignore.

In this context, we can
recognize that it’s easy to
disapprove of Bob Gale’s
book acquisition — Hitler
was the worst, and Gale
didn’t really explain ad-
equately why he apparently
paid thousands of dollars for
a signed copy.

Bob Gale resigned from

his appointed regional
chair position late last
Wednesday after it was
revealed he paid thousands
of dollars for a signed copy
of Hitler's “Mein Kampf."”

But what happens in
more ambiguous situa-
tions, for example, when
people are doing research
and have nasty materials
on their desks or in their
hard drives? Are we ready
to rifle through every public
figure’s files to make sure
they don’t have something
we disapprove of?

Public figures should rec-
ognize that they will be un-
der scrutiny. But the public
should also recognize that
public service requires hard
work, dedication and that
even public figures we don’t
support deserve respect for
boundaries.

Otherwise, we become
beholden to special inter-
est groups with their own

agendas, who bring people
down or cancel them simply
by disapproving what they
read, watch or do on their
own time.

What really merits our
disapproval more than his
history collection is Gale’s
performance as regional
chair, a position he was
plopped into by Premier
Doug Ford.

Thanks to Gale, in Ni-
agara, we’re now facing a
sudden push to amalgamate
local governments — some-
thing we did not ask for and
do not seem to want.

It’s an idea that may or
may not be worth consider-
ing. But Gale’s unwanted,
pushy approach has left
Niagara-on-the-Lake and
other municipalities scram-
bling to figure out a rational
way to look at the pros and
cons.

It’s unclear what, or who,
motivated him to undertake
his letter-writing campaign
aiming to foist amalgama-
tion on us. But the unwanted
campaign is what’s really
out of bounds.

His apparently unsolicited
attempt to do away with
our town (and other com-
munities in Niagara) raises
the real question: did this
person belong in his job?

I think we got our an-
swer without having to go
through Bob Gale’s book-
shelves.

David Israelson is a
writer and non-practising
lawyer who lives in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

This week’s riddle is “Jeopardy!” style
Category: MOVIES BY DECADE

“"Good Will Hunting”

Last issue category: EAT LIKE A BRIT

Clue: It's the super awesome name for sausages,
especially when they're paired with mash.

Answer: What are bangers?
Answered first by: Hugh Lundy

Also answered correctly (in order) by:

Bob Wheatley, Bill Hamilton, Tuija Johansson,
Susan Hamilton, Bob Stevens, Gary Davis,

Claudia Grimwood, Jane Andersen, Rob Hutchison,
Becky Creager, Emma Balsas, Alison Parson,

Tony Clarke, Lynda Collet, Gary Davis,

Esther VanGorder, Jim Dandy, Howard Jones,
Michael Creager, Susan Dewar, Katie Reimer,
Nancy Rocca, Catherine Clarke, Sue Rautenberg,
Mike Gander, Donna Pearce, Jeff Lake,

Wade Durling, KC King, Blake White, Marla Percy,
Elizabeth Oliver-Malone, Gail Benjafield,

Sylvia Wiens, Sheila Meloche, Margie Enns,
Margaret Garaughty

Email answers to editor@niagaranow.com,
with your name, for a chance to win

a $25 Irish Harp Pub gift card every week.
(Subject line: Riddle me this)

*REMEMBER TO PUT “WHAT IS" FOR JEOPARDY
QUESTIONS!

Love games? Join us for fun events every
week at the Irish Harp Pub.
Details at www.theirishharppub.com

Expect cost of everything to rise with Iran war

Dear editor:

The legitimacy of the
current military conflict
in the middle east, ac-
cording to Garth Turner,
is above his pay grade
(“The Turner Report: Mr.
Trump’s war comes to
NOTL,” March 12, The
Lake Report).

While it is also above my
pay grade, there are some
issues that are generally
held to be indisputable fact
and require little in the way
of analysis or thought.

For example: over many
years, there has been the
neverending call for the

destruction of the U.S.
and Israel. “Death to
America” and “From the
river to the sea.”

While tiresome and dis-
turbing to many, both have
been allowed without seri-
ous challenge by interna-
tional authorities, and in the
latter case (surrounded by
hostile neighbours), no con-
cern for its very existence.

These same authori-
ties are quick to point out,
however, the lack of legal
justification or United Na-
tions endorsement of the
present combatants, which
seems to some not to matter

NIAGAR

ON THE
LAKE

MUSEUM

local

What defines a “good vintag

anyway when it comes to
armed conflict, as history
can easily and frequently
testify to.

Iran, as part of its own
nuclear research program,
has verbally commit-
ted to civilian use only.
However, this is not very
convincing to many when
military purposes are
obviously seen and the
contradiction noted.

This is unacceptable to
many of those who see a
nuclear armed Iran and
its proxies as a dangerous
threat to the Middle East.
Although there are those

orite bottle of wine. We'll look at how weather conditions s

who will undoubtably
disagree, the U.S. has taken
upon itself the position,
rightly or wrongly, that it
will not allow a military
nuclear Iran and has given
many serious warnings to
this effect.

We are now witnessing
a military conflict whose
length and final outcome
cannot be determined at the
present time. However, we
all know that in the mean-
time oil prices will increase
and with them, inflation on
just about everything.

Derek Collins
NOTL

STONE ROAD

Pharmacy

Caring beyond the prescription

i

March is pharmacy
appreciation month.
Get to know your
pharmacist! Learn how
they can be a part of
your health care team.
Call us today.

Stone Road Pharmacy
905-468-3000
1630 Niagara Stone Rd.

THE SCIENCE OF A GOOD VINTAGE | MARCH 19 @ 7:30 p.m.

" and what role does the winemaking play? This lecture explores the scientific elements that help transform

on. how winer

decisions influence fermentation and structure, and how aging alters the final chemistry before the wine reaches your glass.

905-468-3912 | www.notimuseum.ca/members | Open daily from 1 to 5 p.m.
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Navigating the new herltage conservation district plan, pt. 2

Brian Marshall
Columnist

We’re continuing on from
last week’s column (“Arch-
i-text: Navigating the new
heritage conservation dis-
trict plan, pt. 1) wherein,
amongst other things, we
considered how to de-
termine whether a prop-
erty located within the new
heritage district boundaries
is considered “contribut-
ing” or “non-contributing”
and the general rationale
for controls on the latter,
as contained in section 7,
“Policies and Guidelines for
Non-contributing Proper-
ties,” of the plan.

Before shifting our atten-
tion to the “contributing”
classification, it may be
useful for “non-contribut-
ing” property owners to
understand that, section 9.2
of the plan specifies only
“generally major alterations
to the size, shape, density,

height of existing structures,

such as additions, new

builds, rehabilitations and
demolitions” will require
a heritage permit, and this
section goes on to define
the classes of work that fall
under exemptions (don’t
require a heritage permit).

In general, if you have a
project in mind that does
not significantly alter the
existent building(s) within
the streetscape context, nor
have an adverse impact
on adjacent “contributing”
property(s), it will likely
fall within the “exempt”
parameters.

However, I reiterate that
you should reach out to the
town’s heritage planners and
discuss your proposed work
to ensure it falls within (or
outside of) the allowable
interventions to the property
that can be performed with-
out a heritage permit.

As for the policies and
guidelines for “contribut-
ing” properties (section 6
in the plan), let’s begin with
a few definitions of terms
used in the plan.

When the term “cultural
heritage value” is used, it
refers to a historical place
that may variously be a
single property, a street, a
neighbourhood or a series of
conjoined neighbourhoods
which embody heritage at-
tributes — materials, forms,
location, spatial configura-
tions that illustrate the evo-
lution of the town over time

The goal of the plan’s policies and gmdellnes is to
preserve the heritage attributes of each contributing
property, with the understanding that, over time, minor —
and sometimes major — alterations must happen. FILE

and may have historical
association with the social,
cultural and/or economic
milieus within the town’s
past.

“Spatial organization” is a
fundamental component in
defining the character of a
place as established by the
arrangement and relation-
ships of both natural and
built features within a given
area.

A row of trees (natural
feature) planted equidistant-
ly along a boulevard may
be considered to contribute
to a consideration of spatial
organization; as does the
orientation and positioning
(setbacks from lot lines,
etc.) of built features — in-
cluding the spaces between
them — along a street.

An “alteration” (or “to
alter”) refers to an action
which results in a change
to a property — and, that
includes restoration, renova-
tion, repairs or disturbance

of the currently existing
conditions on said property.

“Heritage attributes”
refers to the elements of a
property which includes,
but is not limited to, the
buildings, structures, mate-
rials, spatial organization,
features and spaces that
underwrite its cultural heri-
tage value and/or heritage
interest.

Intrinsic to the plan’s
policies and guidelines is
the understanding that a
property that contributes
to the overall integrity of
the cultural heritage value
of the conservation district
through its architectural,
historical and contextual
attributes is an irreplaceable
asset in that tapestry.

And, the loss or diminish-
ment of such contributing
properties can materially
damage the district.

The intent of the plan’s
policies and guidelines are
directed toward preserving

the heritage attributes of
each contributing prop-

erty and the existing spatial
organization of district
streetscapes while enfolding
the understanding that, over
time, minor — and some-
times major —alterations
must happen.

Therefore, the authors of
the heritage conservation
plan have addressed this at
multiple levels in section 6.

Setting aside heritage
specialist guided “resto-
ration” projects the plan
identifies “rule-of-thumb”
alteration criteria in 6.7 as:
“compatible, subordinate,
and visually distinguish-
able to conserve the cultural
heritage value and heritage
attributes of the contributing
property and of the heritage
conservation district.”

Under the new heritage
conservation district plan,
if you are a “contributing”
property owner, this is what
can be done without a heri-
tage permit.

You can conduct, accord-
ing to section 9.1, the fol-
lowing: repair of windows,
doors, shutters, siding,
entryways, roof systems,
trim and associated archi-
tectural details, foundations,
fences etcetera without any
oversight.

However, should you wish
to paint your front door
purple or replace the origi-
nal single pane windows

with modern vinyl framed
units, be prepared for a

fight because these types of
interventions are not in-kind
and will detract from the
cultural heritage values of
the district.

The plan does not dismiss
new additions to a contrib-
uting property but states
that such a construct must
be “compatible, subordinate,
and visually distinguish-
able to conserve the cultural
heritage value and heritage
attributes of the contributing
property and of the heritage
conservation district.”

Bluntly, if the original
clapboard siding on your
house needs to be repaired
or replaced, you can use
modern stock configured to
the original exposure at no
additional cost.

And, should your original
single pane windows require
full replacement, this can be
done with historical accu-
racy and, with the addition
of interior storms, achieve
an R-value roughly equiva-
lent to the vinyl window
inserts.

And, so many more no or
low-cost options are avail-
able to preserve and main-
tain the invaluable heritage
character of Old Town.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.

Darcy Price CPA
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LAKE RIVER
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SERVING THE NIAGARA
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Cell: 905-380-4264
www.lakeriverhomes.ca
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amplifon .-

Hear conversations, laughter,
and life again.

Book a FREE hearing test

866-474-5701

amplifon.ca

RENOVATIONS
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AIR CONDITIONING
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905-468-9735

Mrformance

SALES & SERVICE
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Call Peter 289-696-3509

RENT MY HUSBAND
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

See what he can do for you at:
www.rentmyhusband-notl.com

Or call me, Marion (905) 321-5776

colingrayca.com | colingray
Virgil | 905-33

Colin Grdy CPA CA LPA ﬂa

COLIN GRAY PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Personal and Estate Taxes,
Corporations and Assurance

Please call or email for initial consultation

CPA

lingrayca.com
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GRACE UNITED
CHURCH
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NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, ONTARIO
222 VICTORIA ST. 905-468-4044

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
www.graceunitedchurch.com
Our 203" anniversary | 1823-2026
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Hundreds fill community centre to celebrate Wayne Cardiff

nf“,

Kevin MacLean
The Lake Report

Hundreds of friends,
neighbours and colleagues
filled the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Community Centre
Saturday afternoon to
honour and say farewell to
Wayne Cardiff, a much-
loved and admired man
about NOTL.

The main audito-
rium overflowed and a line
stretched through the lobby
and outside into the parking
lot as well over 1,000 people
paused to remember the
8l-year-old.

Cardiff died on March 5
after a short, private battle
with prostate cancer. He
was diagnosed in October
but opted only to share the
news of his illness with his
immediately family.

“Shocked” was a common
refrain among visitors and
those who posted condo-
lences after his death.

His widow Judy Car-
diff steadfastly stood and
greeted all those who
came in person to pay
their respects. The couple’s
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren also
were among those on hand
to bid farewell.

Judy and her husband
have been fixtures in town,

PROTECT
ONTARIO

IF Yoy

Wayne and Judy Cardiff were married for 58 years.
He died of prostate cancer on March 5. SUPPLIED

married for 58 years, living
in the same house on Mary
Street for decades. They
could often be seen out
walking together or enjoy-
ing a round of golf.

The two met on Victoria
Day weekend in 1967 at
the old Anchorage bar on
NOTL’s waterfront. Judy
was 24, a widow from Ni-
agara Falls with two young
children.

After losing her husband,
her family encouraged
her to get out and enjoy
life. That’s when she met
Wayne.

A few years younger, he
was smitten and within

Pave your path to
a successful career

We're training over one million workers for
in-demand careers, so you can build a stable,
secure future for you and your community.

Join the skilled trades

three months they were
married. In smalltown
NOTL in the 1960s, it was
a scandal,” joked Judy.

An accomplished golfer,
Wayne was the pro at the
NOTL Golf Club from
1965-68. In fact, his fam-
ily noted, he became the
youngest club pro in North
America when he was hired
at the age of 19.

He grew up in town, at-
tending Parliament Oak and
Niagara District Secondary
School and while he didn’t
quite finish high school be-
fore embarking on his golf
career, it didn’t deter him
from becoming a successful

Learn more at ontario.ca/SkilledTrades
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

entrepreneur.

When he left the golf club,
he sold cars at what was
then Garden City Rambler
in St. Catharines and within
a few years he owned the
dealership.

In his 25 years running
Garden City Jeep, it was a
family operation as every-
one, including their chil-
dren Mark, Kym and Kari,
worked there.

Cardiff was proud of
NOTL and “always bought
locally,” including furniture
and appliances, keen to
support local entrepreneurs,
Judy said.

“Everybody loved him
and liked him and knew
him,” she said, which was
reflected in the huge turnout
to celebrate his life.

“Wayne passed away at
noon on Thursday, and at
the (Legion) fish fry at 5
o’clock, the town already
knew,” she said. “Word
travelled fast.”

The Dietsch brothers,
Matt and Paul, opened the
Sandtrap pub in 2014 and
credit the Cardiffs for help-
ing instil the confidence to
go out on their own.

“Wayne’s business sense
was a calming voice that
made our decision to open
a town watering hole where
locals could gather a good

one,” Matt said.

“I will miss hearing
him say on the really busy
nights, ‘Hey Matt, good
place to open a bar, eh?’ ”

Back in Wayne’s day as
the pro, the NOTL club had
a booming junior program.
Among the many kids he
taught was young Mark
Derbyshire, who would
go on to be the men’s club
champion for 30 straight
years, among numerous
other golfing honours.

“The only golf lessons I
ever had were from Wayne,
Derbyshire told The Lake
Report. “He taught me all
the fundamentals and got
me on my way.”

And when Derbyshire’s
aging parents Vera and Al
were in hospital or in care,
the Cardiffs both visited
regularly.

Wayne also mentored his
wife on the links and she
became a strong competitor
in her own right.

While he eagled every
hole on the NOTL course
except #9, a long par 3, he
only notched a single hole-
in-one, on #4.

His protégé Judy outdid
him — she’s had four aces.
He didn’t imbibe much,

but loved to raise a glass
with friends and neighbours
— and after the Sandtrap

il

opened, the Cardiffs arrived
one day just before Christ-
mas to find two stools at

the bar festooned with giant
bows and plaques celebrat-
ing them.

“We knew from day one
that Wayne and Judy would
be great regulars at the pub
and with our family ties we
wanted to make sure that
they always had a place to
sit,” Matt Dietsch said.

“So, we permanently
reserved the two seats clos-
est to our service bar where
they could say hi to all the
patrons picking up takeout
as well as the guests who
were dining in.”

The Cardiffs’ daughter
Kym McNeil remembers her
dad as “extremely accom-
plished but at the end of the
day, the most humble man
in the world.”

“Family and community
and friends and socializing”
were the essence of the
man, she said.

Perhaps his family
summed up Wayne’s life
best in his obituary: “He
leaves behind not only a
family who loved him deep-
ly, but countless friends,
stories and memories,
the kind created through
laughter, good conversation
and the simple joy of being
together.”

Ontario @
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Organist and retired pilot Michael Bloss joins Edison Singers

Tim Taylor
The Lake Report

Most of us have enough
challenges with a single
career. Michael Bloss has
navigated two challenging
and very different jobs. At
the same time.

An affable, easygoing
sort, Bloss, 65, is currently
the music director at St.
Mark’s Church in Old
Town. And, up until this
past October, a full-time pi-
lot for Canada’s leading air
service company, Cargojet,
taking time-sensitive cargos
to every nook and cranny of
Canada.

Both careers have been
personal passions since
about the age of 10.

“My father used to take
me to the old Malton airport
(Toronto Pearson Interna-
tional) to watch the planes
flying in and out,” says
Bloss. “Then, for a few sum-
mers, he took the family
home to southern Germany,
where a great uncle took
me on ‘organ crawls” a
walkabout to hear organs in

.~ g =2 —

magnificent venues through-
out Europe.”

“I was hooked, both on
flying and the glorious
music of the organ — the
way it filled the wonderful
acoustics in those big places
in Europe.”

Bloss spent his early
years in Toronto, a child of
parents who had emigrated
to Canada in 1958. Today he
and his wife Mona Bailey
live in Grimsby, just about
smackdab in the middle of
his two careers. He earned
his undergraduate and
graduate degrees in organ
performance at Western and
Toronto.

He has been a profes-
sional pilot for 25 years.
After training at the old
Buttonville airport, he flew
with Air Georgian, Air
Canada Express and Rouge,
before COVID almost
closed the passenger air-
lines. He moved to Cargojet
who “couldn’t find enough
pilots.”

In October, after turning
65, he retired from active
flying, although there is a

Michael Bloss, professional organist, St. Mark’s Anglican
church music director and, until recently, a full-time
airplane pilot, will perform in concert with the Edison
Singers at St. Mark’s, Sunday, March 29. TIM TAYLOR

retirement career in flight
training, if he wants it.
All the while, for more
than 40 years, he has been
pleasing audiences, both
churchly and not, on the
organ and, if he’s pressed,

the piano. Thankfully, St.
Mark’s Anglican Church
has three organs and a
grand piano.

So, for 15 days a month,
he flew — considered
full-time — and the rest

he managed the St. Mark’s
music program, plays on
Sundays with a small choir
and performs, as often as
he’s asked, with professional
choirs, mostly under the
direction of Noel Edison,
founder and music director
of the Edison Singers.

Bloss also records for
the Naxos record la-
bel. Usually with one of
Edison’s various choral
organizations. In October,
he recorded his first solo
album of symphonic works
for the organ composed by
Cesar Franck.

“It’s exciting. I've always
wanted to record these
pieces. I just needed to find
the combination of the right
organ and the right acous-
tics.”

Bloss is quick to mention
his next gig, performing
with the Edison Singers on
Palm Sunday, March 29, a
choral concert featuring ma-
jor works of two composers,
Faure and Duruflé.

“It will be a very eclec-
tic program,” says Bloss.
“Two requiems that have

become the signposts of two
very important composers,
highlighting their unique
musical expressions and
historical contexts.”

Bloss emphasizes the
concert’s significance in
showcasing how different
composers interpret the
same text.

He is still considering his
post-retirement options. But
he is certain of one thing: he
will continue to work with
the Edison Singers.

“Noel and I have worked
together for over 40 years,
for so long that we know
what each other wants and
how everything goes togeth-
er musically. He hardly has
to say anything about what
he wants. It’s all clear.”

In May, the Edison Sing-
ers will again be recording
these requiems for Naxos
with distribution interna-
tionally late this year or
early 2027.

Tickets and information
for the Sunday, March 29
concert can be found at
edisonsingers.com or by
calling 226-384-9300.

-on-the-
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MISKOW GENERATORS AND ELECTRIC LTD.
THE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

Sales * Service ° Installation

Public Information Centre
Mississagua Street Construction

905°994-1715

www.miskowgenerators.com

* Full Service Electrical Contractor

* Customer

* Essential Preventative Maintenance Packages

* All work completed by Electricians, Gas
Technicians and Certified Generac Generator
Mechanics

*EASY F g (oac)

* FREE In-Home Quotations

The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake invites
residents to attend a Public Information
Centre regarding the proposed
reconstruction of Mississagua Street between
Queen Street and Mary Street.

Date: Monday, March 30, 2026

Time: 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Location: Niagara-on-the-Lake Community
Centre, Simpson Room, 14 Anderson Lane

Generac Automatic standby Generator
enera E

Generator
Installation and (p
Service
Electrical %
Experience

The project includes roadway reconstruction,

watermain, sanitary and storm sewer
upgrades, active transportation
improvements, and the conversion of
overhead utilities to underground
infrastructure.

Residents will have the opportunity to review
the proposed design, ask questions to Town

Staff and consulting engineers, R.V. Anderson
Associated Ltd., and provide feedback prior to
construction, anticipated in summer/fall 2026.
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Shaw Shlaree Celeates its 30th anniversary April 11

SPONSORED
The Lake Report

Weston Miller, a lifelong
resident of Niagara-on-the-
Lake, is leading one of Ni-
agara’s most beloved social
events into a milestone year.

Celebrating its 30th
anniversary in 2026, the
Shaw Shivaree has long
been regarded as “the most
fabulous fundraiser of the
year.” Theatre aficionados,
community leaders and
friends of The Shaw gather
for an evening of delec-
table dining, masterful live
music and spirited bidding
on must-have treasures, all
in support of world-class
artistry presented on the
various Shaw stages.

While the Shivaree comes
around every spring like
clockwork, the April 11
festivities promise to surprise
and captivate long-time devo-
tees and newcomers alike.

“We wanted this anniver-
sary year to feel elevated,”
says Weston Miller, 2026
committee chair.

“The event has always

Mel and Weston Miller are helping to organize the 30th
anniversary Shaw Shivaree fundraiser on April 11.

had a wonderful sense of
occasion, but we’ve made
some changes we think will
‘wow’ returning guests and
be a draw for newcomers.”

According to Miller, the
theme for the evening is “a
feast for the eyes”.

“We’ve redesigned the
space to evoke the old-time
glamour and atmosphere of
a supper club. So, it’s only
fitting, then, that we feature
the Toronto All-Star Big
Band to create a celebra-
tory energy in the room.

Lake Report

Additionally, the much-an-
ticipated silent auction will
offer many firsts — includ-
ing experiences generously
donated by individuals and
businesses,” he adds.
Among the “money can’t
buy” items up for bids are
exclusive hotel stays, Royal
George Theatre memorabilia,
private parties hosted at some
of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
most beautiful properties, a
table at Polo Niagara and a
walk-on part in a (hint!) BIG
upcoming musical.

PLEDGE IT

Pledge your support for The Lake Report,
your trusted, award-winning source for NOTL news

The Lake Report’s Pledge It campaign
has two main components:

1. Pledge a recurring annual donation
to support journalism in NOTL.

2. Pledge an endowment to the paper so your
dedication continues to have a positive impact
on the community after you are gone.

What your pledge supports:

« Original, independent civic journalism
« Holding our elected leaders accountable
« Charities and local non-profit organizations

“This defining date on the
local social calendar is a rite
of spring and the kick-off to
The Shaw’s theatre season
— a night where there’s an
unmistakable sense of com-
munity,” says Miller.

“Our motto has always
been ‘eat, drink and bid
merry,” and that spirit con-
tinues to define the 2026
Shivaree.”

The festivities will
showcase the best of
Niagara’s food and drink
scene, featuring renowned
restaurants Fat Rabbit, Les
Incompétents, The Gar-
rison House, Wellington
Court, Treadwell Cuisine
and Il Gelato Di Carlotta —
alongside wines from Peller
Estates and craft beer from
The Exchange Brewery.

Originally held at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
historic Court House, the
Shivaree will now be held at
the Jackie Maxwell Studio
Theatre, 10 Queen’s Parade.
As a nod to its roots, the
invitation design is a throw-
back to the Shivarees of the
1990s, when it all began.

“It’s a tremendous honour
to chair the Shivaree in its
30th year,” says Miller.

“For decades, this event
has been organized by pas-
sionate volunteers who care
deeply about the Shaw—and
this town. I'm joining the
ranks of so many dedicated
locals who led this impor-
tant fundraiser before me,
including Gary Burroughs
and Debi Pratt — the very
first chairs.”

Behind the scenes, Miller
credits much of the creative
vision for the “new look™ to
his wife, Mel Miller.

“I’'m incredibly fortunate to
have Mel involved,” he says.

“As a former producer of
Toronto Fashion Week for
nearly a decade, she brings
tremendous experience
executing visually memo-
rable events. Her creativity
and attention to detail have
been invaluable in making
the upcoming Shivaree a
don’t-miss experience. We
are so grateful to also have
an incredibly hardworking
team of volunteers work-
ing with us, Arlyn Levy,

Chris Semple and Andrew
Colwell.”

Ultimately, Miller says
this annual fundraiser con-
tinues to thrive because of
the generosity of those who
have supported the festival
for generations.

“The Shaw is such an im-
portant part of the cultural
fabric of Niagara-on-the-
Lake. The Shivaree is that
moment where the com-
munity comes together to
celebrate and support their
connection to Niagara’s
largest cultural charity.”

The 2026 Shaw Shivaree
takes place at the Jackie
Maxwell Studio Theatre on
Saturday, April 11, from 7
to 11 p.m. It is sponsored by
Genesis Niagara, Niagara-
on-the-Lake Realty, The
Irish Harp Pub, Tree Ami-
gos Landscaping, Kraun
Electric, Niagara Trailers,
The Exchange Brewery,
Booth Empire and Gatta
Homes.

Tickets are available by
calling the Shaw Festival
Box Office at 905-468-2172
or online at shawfest.com.

Start Your Business
This Summer!

Are you 15-29 with a great

idea? Summer Company
offers up to $3,000 in funding

plus expert mentorship to

help you launch and run your
own summer business.
Build real skills, connect with
local business leaders, and

be your own boss.
Spots are limited—apply now
and make this your

breakthrough summer!

- Local artists and arts organizations
- Local businesses and entrepreneurs

NIAGARA FALLS

JITIW
SBC

Small Business Centre

« Families in our community
« Preserving NOTL's history
« Historic organizations

Click on the
application form

Oh0
O

Pledge your annual donation at
www.lakereport.ca/donate-today

Contact us at editor@niagaranow.com

to let us know of endowment plans 2900 fasl Bil 910

smallbusinessoffice@niagarafalls.ca
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Across

9. Highland (7)

10. Burst violently (7)

11. Tennis tie (5)

12. Clogged (9)

13. Keeps (7)

16. Welsh castle, fortress and stately
home (5)

17. Butt (4)

18. City in NW France (4)

19. Fortune (4)

21. Purchases (4)

23. Follows orders (5)

25. Republic containing the
northernmost point in Africa (7)
26. Discouragement (9)

28. Intended (5)

30. Cap attachment (7)

31. Thrash (7)

Down

1. Long and thin (7)

. Hawaiian island (4)

. Excision (8)

. Prosperous (10)

. Skinny (4)

. Maintenance (6)

. Short nap (5,5)

8. Rosy (7)

14. Path of a projectile (10)
15. Replace (10)

19. Monasticism (8)

20. Pongo (7)

22. Tack maker (7)

24. Move up or down through
computer text (6)

27. Spot (4)

29. Flat-bottomed river boat (4)

NOu bk~ WN

NNIA3N

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

13 UPPER CANADA DRIVE 22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE 19 OAKLEY DRIVE 21 OAKLEY DRIVE
2+1BED + 2 BATH + 1,104 SQ. FT. 2+2 BED « 3 BATH + 1,591SQ. FT. 2 BED « 3 BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT. 2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,702 SQ. FT.
$969,900 $1,219,900 $1,249,900 $1,374,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION
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[EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

The Upper Larkin Farm

This photograph shows the Larkin farm that was located on the escarpment above Queenston. John Larkin, with his brother-in-law, founded the Larkin Company in
Buffalo. Around 1900, Larkin began purchasing land in Niagara and eventually acquired several properties in Niagara-on-the-Lake, including Glencairn. He also developed
three large farms totalling 1,900 acres. This farm was known as the “Upper” or “Mountain Farm” and mainly grew apples, along with a few labrusca grapes. It included 12
cement worker cottages and a large house built by James Calvert. The farm was later flooded when the hydro dam was constructed for the Adam Beck II generating station.

Our early ancestors were more clever than you may think

DR. BR#“WN

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

For almost a century
following the discovery of
neanderthals, controversy
surrounded them. Were they
related to us? How clever
were they?

Because of their heavy-
boned features, most anthro-
pologists of the day and the
public concluded they were
dimwitted brutes, distantly
related, if at all, to humans.

In recent decades, several
discoveries combined to
debunk those belittling
conclusions, such as the
discovery of flutes and cave
art created by neanderthals
long before modern humans
in Western Europe.

These and other related
findings, and evidence that
genetically speaking, ne-
anderthals and their cousin
species the denisovans,
were both closely related to
modern humans, strongly
suggest that the cognitive
powers of our cousin spe-
cies were probably similar
to modern humans.

And if that is true, how
far back does evidence of
human-like cognition go?

Apparently, a long way.

For example, there is solid
evidence that 400,000 years
ago in east England, neander-
thals or a predecessor species,
were fully capable of creating
and controlling fire with all

the warmth, social and nutri-
tive benefits that would have
accrued to those groups.

Going further, it’s not hard
to imagine that some form
of symbolic language and
story-telling might have been
fostered by those fires.

There’s also evidence that
humans mortised wood in
Africa — perhaps to create
shelters, 500,000 years ago
— long before neanderthals.

Sophisticated tools created
from stone, ivory, bone and
wood have all been identified
going back at least 500,000
years. That’s a long time ago
but as one anthropologist put
it, “The oldest record for any
development is often tem-
porary,” suggesting that any
precisely dated artifact is
just that — it doesn’t exclude
earlier dates.

One example of which
was the discovery of a
human hand print 67,000
years old on a cave wall in
Indonesia all but hidden
by artwork created 20,000
years earlier, a study of
which was published in
Nature in January.

Which suggests that well-
developed social cognition,
imagination, creativity,
symbolic oral language, a
sense for the spirit world,
forward planning, reason-
ing might have preceded
the advent of modern
humans and perhaps, even
our cousin species.

Colonizing Europeans
often encountered what
they considered primi-
tive peoples in Africa, the
Americas, southeast Asia
and Australia. One obvious
example of which were the
discoveries by Europeans of
many previously undiscov-
ered tribes in the interior of
Papua New Guinea living

Human sophistication
began as early as 500,000
years ago, writes Dr.
William Brown. SOURCED

what their discovers consid-
ered stone-age existences.

Yet, within a few gen-
erations, those so-called
“primitives” mastered
European languages, cultures
and technologies — proving
their brains were every bit
as capable of as those who
discovered them.

The same mistake was
made over and over again
when and wherever Europe-
ans encountered native in new
worlds for the Europeans.

That’s the dilemma, isn’t
it; how can the cognitive
powers of ancient peoples be
assessed when there’s little
go-on in the form of artifacts
such as tools or art that, by
our standards, would suggest
cognitive powers matching or
close to our own?

It’s all too easy to forget
that almost everything we
wear, and use is created by
other humans — not us.

The technological revolu-
tion closely paralleled the
exponential increase in the
world’s human population be-
ginning roughly 10,000 years
ago, which allowed humans
to specialize while outsourc-
ing other tasks to others.

That was certainly the

case with science writ
broadly, in which discov-
eries and inventions has
dramatically increased in
the last 200 years, and espe-
cially last 100 years.

Most advances were col-
lective achievements of hu-
mans who diversified their
interests and skills while
depending on others to meet
other needs.

For most of human history,
the population of modern
humans, or for that matter
pre-humans, was tiny — tops
one million and only began to
climb steeply approximately
10,000 years ago.

This means that for 95
per cent of the history of
modern humans, they were
widely scattered and lived
in small overnight groups
with few tools and weapons
to call on and when small
advances in the fabrica-
tion of shelters, materials,
tools and weapons were
made, they probably weren’t
widely shared, if only
because there weren’t many
neighbors.

Advances in technology
of major importance, would
require settling down, and
specializing.

My guess is that like
the tribes in New Guinea
I alluded to above, many
of those early human and
pre-human species were far
more clever than many of
the artifacts they left behind
might suggest and applied
much of their cleverness to
surviving sometimes harsh
environments.

What technological
advances took place such as
building shelters and fashion-
ing tools were purpose-built
for survival.

Looking at the fossil record
and artifacts they left behind,

they probably possessed
brains as capable as ours or
nearly so, perhaps as early as
half a million years ago.
Imagine how we might
manage if a major disaster
struck which separated us
from all that we depend on
day-to-day to survive.
We might manage a
few weeks, perhaps a few
months with stores at hand,

\

but probably not much
longer because unlike our
ancient ancestors, we have
none of the daily survival
skills they possessed to
survive in their time.

Dr. William Brown is a
professor of neurology at
McMaster University and
co-founder of the InfoHealth
series at the Niagara-on-the-
Lake Public Library.

ARPER

TREE CARE

Pruning
Planting
Removals
Plant Health Care

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

7

o

IS

Levi Harper
905-324-8609

harpertreecare@outlook.com
www.harpertreecare.com

ISA Certified Arborist ON-3141A
Ontario 444A Certified Arborist

1453 York Rd., St. Davids

Minister: Rev. YongSeok Baek

St. Davids-Queenston United Church

www.stdavids-queenstonuc.ca

Rental inquiries: 905-262-5242

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Also online,
visit our website.
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Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.

lan Gardner

Gardner, Ian
Campbell —
Unexpectedly, on
Jan. 31, 2026.

Beloved
husband of
Marion for 29
years. Cherished
stepfather to
the late Sterling
Robb (2017).
Predeceased by his parents, Campbell and
Eva Gardner (1996) and birth mother, Gwen
Thompson (2025). Dear brother of Leigh
Ferguson (David), Paul Thompson (Sarah) and
David Thompson (Jane). Proud uncle of Erin,
Jordan, Dylan, Charles, Ethan, Elizabeth and
Rachel. Survived by his father-in-law Donald
Brown (Sheila), brother-in-law, Stephen Brown
and sister-in-law, Aileen Brown (late David).

Ian was a film and television editor, a graduate
of Humber College and alumnus of the Canadian
Film Centre. He was an ardent birder, a warrior
for social justice and a War of 1812 aficionado.

Cremation has taken place. A funeral service
for Ian will be held on Saturday, March 28, 2026,
at 1 p.m. at Morgan Funeral Home, 415 Regent
St., Niagara-on-the-Lake. Reception offsite to
follow at 2 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to the Niagara Historical
Society, Newark Neighbours, or your local food
bank. Memories, photos and condolences may be
shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

Next exit:
Big night out
We're twinning the QEW Garden

City Skyway so you can get to
your plans easier

Ontario is building new highways,
upgrading roads and improving
transit across the province to make
your travels faster and easier.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Obituaries

Calvin ‘Cal’ Kane

KANE, Calvin (Cal) —

We are heartbroken to acknowledge the passing
of Cal on March 10, 2026, at St. Joseph Health
Hamilton at the age of 82, after a three-year
journey with Esophageal cancer. We were hoping
for more days.

Love of Julia’s life for 47 years. Devoted father
of Chris (Annie), Matthew (Taryn), and Paul Kane
(d. 2024). Beloved stepfather of Aaron Miller
(Wanda), Jovian Miller (Laura) and Ethan Miller
(2014). Adored grandfather of Brandon, Jasmyn
(James Fletcher), Taylor (Mike Burton) Riley and Charlotte Kane

Cherished (Step) Grandpa of Jenna (Alex), Rachel, Grace, James, Rosie and
Annabelle Miller. GGPa of Max and Eleanor Burton and Portia and Scarlett
Fletcher. Dear brother of Avalon Luby, (Larry) (Spokane, Washington).

Fondly remembered by nieces, nephews, cousins and many friends.

Cal was born in Calgary, raised in Vancouver and moved to Toronto for
College. He was very well respected in the Cardiac Device Industry and was
a leader in shaping the pacing and defibrillator medical community through
educational symposiums. He loved to travel, ski, scuba, snorkel and was an avid
videographer. Cal turned his energy to golf in Florida, Thornhill and St. Davids
and any opportunity around the world. Cal loved his gardens, ponds, birds, Bella
and Bear, and always Julia. He led by example all his life and his goodness is his
legacy.

“Every day is a Gift”

In keeping with Cal’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A funeral mass will be
held at St. Vincent De Paul Church, 73 Picton St., Niagara-on-the-Lake on Friday
March 20, 2026, at 11 a.m. Internment in the church columbarium to follow.

A reception will be held at The Church Parish Hall, across the street, at 22
Davy Street from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. As an expression of sympathy, those
who wish may make a memorial donation to the CAMH or The Juravinski
Cancer Centre Hamilton. Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at
www.morganfuneral.com.

Ontario @
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Our plan to
protect Ontario

IS speeding up
approvals for mines

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready
with a plan to protect Ontario. We're building mines to unlock
the critical minerals the world needs.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario =
Paid for by the Government of Ontario O n ta r I o
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CALL ANGELIKA =SOLDT"

CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394

TOP RATED AGENT IN
3 NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKEY

\/ \A
v/ %éah Q}?ﬁ
% Y, (M X FREE HOME EVALUATION! Y

-l \! > CALL OR TEXT ANGELIKA TODAY!
§3 TopRated
Niagara on the Lake Real Estate Agent

N\ W Angelika Zammit
e
“-*1;?’ ANGELIKA ZAMMIT

- “;'.‘ REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

CornerStone ¢ : =Toromo Regional

Association of REALTORS® . < Real Estate Board

Qlistglobally FF[LuxuryHomes.com"

« Free packing of your house / estate « Passionate to be of service « Respected by colleagues and
cleanup/decluttering services*** + We offer a 24/7 open line of communication community

- World class videography, photos and « Several testimonials and 5 star reviews . Over 12 years of real estate business
drone footage, high quality hard cover . i
print brochures & advertising inprint  9¢ ¢ V¢ W W propertis (wateriront, recidentia,
media « Long term presence in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Local agricultural, commercial and leases)

» Large social media presence and Right at Home Realty Team Office in NOTL (Over . Up to date on Mortgage trends and
extensive unique marketing techniques 6000 in GTA, #1 independent brokerage in the state of economy, strategy to sell

« Your property will be globally listed GTA for 10 years*¥*) . Contribution to charities
gaining world wide exposure and will be « Angelika previously owned a highly successful « Your property is advertised on all 23
seen on all real estate boards in Ontario marketing/media business in Toronto for over 20 Real Estate boards in Ontario plus

+ Home renovation experience years. Built relationships with Fortune 500, big globally listed in over 200 countries

« Help Elderly Relocate banks, CTV, Global, Olympics, Film Festival.

FEATURED LISTING OF THE WEEK

620 CHARLOTTE STREET NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
STUNNING RENOVATION

R STUNNING BACKYARD &
. OASIS WITH INGRDUND_

496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIJAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

“RICHT |
‘Y NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE TEAM | HOME ‘
A r Bringing GTA Buyers to Niagara-On-The-Lake @& ASSOCIATES
- " #1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR

10 YEARS** LUXURY REAL ESTATE

*Based on reviews from Rate-My-Agent.com, a triple verified review platform **TRREB Jan. 1, 2013 to Dec. 31, 2022, combined units sold.
***FREE GIFT OF 10 HOURS OF PACKING AND DECLUTTERING SERVICES - excludes tenanted areas ****Based on closed transactions in the Burlington / Niagara Right At Home Realty Office, 2022, 2023, 2024




