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Susan Elliott
Dr. Robin Williams Foster
Special to The Lake Report

People may still think of 
libraries as quiet places, 
but they are under constant 
threat from well-organized 
efforts to ban books and 
stifl e free speech, according 
to a hard-hitting documen-
tary screened here recently.

“The Librarians,” shown 
at the St. Catharines 
Performing Arts Centre 
on April 30, documents 
the struggles that libraries 
and their staffs face in the 
United States from indi-
viduals and groups that seek 
to restrict citizens’ access to 
information in school and 
public libraries.

Screening of the 2025 
fi lm, executive produced 
by well-known actor Sarah 
Jessica Parker and directed 
by Kim A. Snyder, was 
sponsored by the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Public Library 
to build awareness and 
understanding of the vital 
importance of libraries in 
our communities. The near-
capacity audience included 
many regional librarians 
from all parts of Niagara 
and Brock University.

Following the experiences 
of U.S. librarians who have 
come under direct attack for 

simply keeping books on 
the shelves, the fi lm depicts 
a deep assault against librar-
ians, funded by nationally 
coordinated campaigns with 
deep pockets and murky 
agendas.

Through the librarians’ 
personal stories and their 
testimony at intense public 
meetings, the fi lm shows 
how those who work in 
what used to be a quiet 
profession have become 
frontline defenders of intel-
lectual freedom and the 
right to read.

“The fi lm reminds us 
of how important it is to 
protect the long-standing 
role of public libraries,” says 
Wayne Scott, co-chair of the 
NOTL Library board.

“Libraries provide access 
to ideas and information 
from many different points 
of view and they remain 
open and free for everyone, 
even when some materials 
may be seen as offensive or 
upsetting to some people,” 
he said.

Daryl Novak, co-chair of 
the NOTL Library board, 
says the library sponsored 
the fi lm to make people 
aware that restrictions to 
freedom of speech can 
spread easily and quickly 
unless people are aware of 
the threats.

“The only way to make 
sure that what ‘can’t happen 
here’ actually does not hap-
pen here is to be aware of 
the threats in other places. 
The fi lm shows this clearly,” 
Novak said.

While the fi lm focuses 
on the U.S. efforts to ban 
books and even prosecute 
librarians for simply keeping 
books on shelves, libraries in 
some parts of Canada have 
also come under threat.

On May 13, Alberta 
Premier Danielle Smith’s 

United Conservative Party 
government passed Bill 28, 
legislation that gives the 
provincial cabinet direct 
power over how local 
libraries operate. This is a 
signifi cant change to that 
province’s Libraries Act.

The new law lets politi-
cians demand that librar-
ians restrict some books 
from being accessed by 
children under 15. The 
politician now gets to 
decide which books should 
be withheld, not the local 

librarian or local families. 
Alberta’s Coalition of Pub-
lic Libraries has decried 
the government’s move as 
“addressing a problem that 
doesn’t exist.”

Novak adds that, “The 
library can be faced with 
similar and other complex 
issues. While defending 
the right of individuals to 
express opinions of their 
own as their own, the 
library itself must also 
guard against the promo-
tion of any opinion that 

might appear to represent 
an organizational position 
at odds with library policy.”

“At our library, col-
lection development and 
programming are guided 
by board-approved policies 
and professional library 
principles supported by 
organizations such as the 
Ontario Library Associa-
tion,” says Laura Tait, the 
NOTL Library’s chief 
executive offi cer and chief 
librarian.

The Ontario Library As-
sociation’s stated policy is 
that this province’s libraries 
“have the important respon-
sibility to facilitate expres-
sions of knowledge, creativ-
ity, ideas and opinion, even 
when viewed as unconven-
tional or unpopular.”

The Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms sup-
ports freedom of thought, 
belief, opinion and expres-
sion. Canadians have the 
right to access diverse ideas, 
literature and viewpoints 
without censorship, al-
lowing libraries, schools, 
bookstores and readers to 
explore both popular and 
controversial works.

Susan Elliott and Dr. 
Robin Williams Foster are 
members of the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Public Library’s 
board.

NOTL Public Library board members Susan Elliott and Dr. Robin Williams Foster say the 
battle going on between librarians in the United States and those who want to restrict 
people’s access to certain information is fi nding its way onto this side of the border. FILE

Librarians are on frontlines in war on intellectual freedom
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The ‘good ol’ days’ are here with us, right now

Ross Robinson
Columnist

It was a rainy weekend as 
May stumbled to its fi nish 
line. Sometimes a drizzle, 
sometimes steady rain 
and occasionally “intense 
precipitation.”

While downtown waiting 
to rendezvous with my free 
walking tour walkers last 
Saturday, I pondered and 
I thought. Reminisced, 
and recollected. Sort of an 
auto individual wandering 
ramble.

For some reason, I found 
myself thinking back to our 
lives about 60 years ago. 
The renowned 1960s, and 
the 1950s. And even further 

back than that, when our 
grandparents were making 
their way in what was then 
an even newer Canada.

Yes, we have it easy now. 
What progress, in so many 
aspects of our lives. We 
have rain-resistant, rain-
repellant and rain-proof 
garments. Back then, I 
guess people just stayed 
inside, out of the rain, or 
they just had to put up with 
being wet. Damp a lot.

Now, we have special 
outerwear that we wear to 
stay dry. And hasn’t it been 
fun to see so many of our 
local pooch neighbours 
getting walked in the rain? 
I still remember my mother 
reminding me in Winnipeg 
to “take Rocky out, and 
give him time to do his 
business.” But I digress as I 
ramble. Try to bear with me.

When we returned to 
our cozy and warm home, 
I dried Rocky off, and 
sometimes stood under a 
hot shower. Until relatively 
recently, such luxuries were 
not in the cards. Seriously, 

how did we dry our clothes?
The Underground 

Railroad and the War of 
1812 were not that long ago, 
as I regularly remind people 
on my tours of NOTL. 
Yes, it’s our history, but in 
global comparison, what we 
consider our history is in 
actuality really quite recent.

Life was tough and a 
never-ending challenge. 
Travelling on foot or on 
horseback or in wagons. Am 
I the only one who never 
thinks about this stuff? It 
was a long way to the West 
Coast, wasn’t it?

Now, we jump in the car 
to get to work, school or 
church. How about then, 
not even a century ago? 
And what if it was raining, 
or snowing, or just darned 
cold?

Let’s transport ourselves 
back, in a ramble to the 
country. A good number of 
my ancestors, the fi rst to 
come to Canada, settled on 
the land in Saskatchewan 
and Ontario. Let me ask a 
very basic question that I 

have never really pondered: 
how did they clear the 
forests to create farmland?

Please, they could not 
have chopped down the 
trees one by one with their 
axes. Or did they fell them 
with saws? Impossible. Pray 
tell me, how did they do it?

And just imagine living 

in a homestead that you 
somehow built on the 
very windy and very cold 
Canadian prairies? Adults 
and children crowded into 
a very basic structure that 
kept out at least some of the 
wind and rain.

Day after day, week after 
week, and quite a short 
spring, summer and fall? 
With insects, blowing dust, 
and no organized health-
care systems.

Let’s remember 
Tommy Douglas from 
Saskatchewan, the little 
Prairie giant. He has 
been voted “our greatest 
Canadian,” for his selfl ess 
work that in some ways 
defi nes our country. 
Universal medical.

Canada is such a great 
place to live our lives. But 
what did they used to do 
to pass the time? Before 
electricity and Nikola Tesla. 
I will repeat, not that long 
ago.

Betcha’ didn’t know 
this: Tesla was born in 
1856, in Croatia. He was 

an engineer, futurist and 
inventor, known for his 
contributions to the design 
of the modern alternating 
current electrical supply 
system. Please understand I 
have no idea at all what all 
this means.

But just imagine our lives 
without hydroelectric power. 
Pray tell, what would we 
do?

I will now try to 
conclude this week’s 
Ross’s Ramblings with a 
few queries. An awkward 
conclusion, but nevertheless, 
a conclusion.

Life without lightbulbs 
and television. Life 
without computers and the 
internet. Live without air 
conditioning and home 
heating. Heated steering 
wheels in some automobiles. 
Toasters.

My goodness, I have 
rambled this week. Let’s 
all take some time to think 
about the lives of our 
ancestors.

Not that long ago.
rossrocket9@gmail.com

When early Canadians 
settled, chopping down  
trees was done by hand 
with saws and axes. Ross 
Robinson says we’ve got it 
made today. AI

Dear editor:
I sincerely hope that 

before the town moves for-
ward with discussions re-
garding a suitable outdoor 
location for pickleball in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, coun-
cil fi rst revisits the partner-
ship proposal presented at 
its July 15, 2025 meeting 
by the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Pickleball Club, which is 
proudly celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year.

The proposal outlined a 
vision to develop a dedicat-
ed indoor pickleball facility 
for the community.

While I greatly appreci-
ate the town exploring the 
idea of expanding pickleball 
opportunities through new 
outdoor courts, I believe a 
dedicated indoor facility 
would represent a far more 
benefi cial and sustainable 
long-term investment for 
our community.

In a Canadian climate, 
outdoor courts can only 
provide a seasonal solution. 
Play is limited to a relatively 
short portion of the year and 
is frequently interrupted by 
rain, wind, excessive heat 
and cold temperatures.

In addition, harsh winters 
inevitably contribute to the 
deterioration of outdoor 
court surfaces, resulting in 
ongoing maintenance and 
resurfacing costs.

Recognizing these reali-

ties, municipalities across 
Canada that are committed 
to supporting the health, 
well-being, and social con-
nection of their residents 
are increasingly partnering 
with local pickleball organi-
zations to develop dedicated 
indoor facilities.

These communities under-
stand that indoor pickleball 
represents the future growth 
and sustainability of the 
sport and offers signifi cantly 
greater long-term value.

This is an important 
moment for council. The 
decision before them is not 
simply whether to build 
additional outdoor courts 
and where, but whether to 
demonstrate leadership and 
vision by working collabor-
atively with the Niagara-on-
the-Lake Pickleball Club 
and community partners to 

create a permanent indoor 
pickleball facility that 
would serve residents for 
generations to come.

Such a facility would be 
far more than a recreational 
space. It would be a lasting 
investment in the physical 
health, mental well-being 
and social connectivity 
of people of all ages and 
abilities throughout our 
community.

If council does revisit the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pick-
leball Club’s indoor facility 
proposal, I am confi dent 
they will do so with the 
future needs of the commu-
nity fi rmly in mind.

To all present and future 
pickleball players reading 
this, I simply say: “Keep the 
faith.”

Ron Pychel
Virgil

The Virgil arena was converted into pickleball courts for a 
NOTL Pickleball Classic tournament in 2023. FILE

To preserve NOTL pickleball, 
players need an indoor court
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Last issue’s answers

EXTR
A

 SPICY

Crossword Puzzle
Across
8. Smallest state down under (8)
9. You can’t get out this way (2,4)
10. Sultanate in Borneo (6)
11. Kind of ale (3,5)
12. Switch positions (2,3,3)
13. Victorious WWII force at Midway 
(1,1,4)
14. Broad appeal (7,8)
18. Knight cap? (6)
20. Or go West, badly weakened (3,5)
23. Old Scratch (3,5)
24. Hanseatic port on the Weser (6)
25. They are acquired on marriage (2-4)
26. Author of “The Rivals” (8)
Down
1. Sterile (6)
2. Lofty place (8)
3. Dark blue powder (6)
4. An enlarger (10,5)
5. Coach (8)
6. Impulse transmitter (6)
7. Delivery professionals (8)
15. Type of seal (8)
16. Efforts to change society (8)
17. Appeared with Nyasaland on stamps, 
once (8)
19. Dividing line in a triangle (6)
21. Turn these to gain an advantage (6)
22. Oscillate (3-3)

GAMES

Have some fun

MAXIMIZE EXPOSURE!

#1
RE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!*

##################111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111#1##1##1##1##1##1#
RE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAMRE/MAX TEAM

IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!IN CANADA!***

SCAN FOR A FREE 
HOME EVALUATION

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto  — not just in town.

1426 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
3+1 BED • 5 BATH • 2,400 SQ. FT.

$1,560,000

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

22 CREEKSIDE DRIVE
2+2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,591 SQ. FT.

$1,169,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD
2+1 BED • 3 BATH • 1,500 SQ. FT.

$1,249,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED • 3 BATH • 1,615 SQ. FT.

$1,198,900

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

905-641-0308  •  Sold@GolfiTeam.com  •  www.Golf iTeam.com

Call the brand that gets your home  NOTICED!

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. †Conditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.†
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FEATURED

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

The recent COVID-19 
pandemic reminded us how 
catchable and dangerous 
some viral diseases can be 
for the vulnerable — es-
pecially those with weak 
immune systems and the 
old. But it was also a les-
son in how novel effective 
off-the-shelf technology 
for mRNA vaccines could 
be in preventing serious 
infections.

Without prior work on 
mRNA vaccines by sci-
entists in Europe and the 
United States, the pandemic 
would have been much 
worse, as it turned out to be 
the case in regions of the 
world where there were no 
vaccines available to stem 
the COVID tide.

The pandemic reminded 
us that infections ranging 
from viruses to bacteria and 
fungi depend on RNA or 
DNA. Indeed prior to the 

1970s, all infections were 
considered to be caused by 
transmissible and pathogen-
ic versions of RNA or DNA.

That assumption was 
shown to be wrong by 
strange diseases in such as 
kuru disease, Creutzfeldt-
Jakob disease, variant 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, 
Gerstmann-Straussler-
Scheinker disease and 
fatal familial insomnia in 
humans, and in animals, 
scrapie in sheep ,which later 
spread to mink, deer, mice, 
and in cows caused bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy, 
better known as mad cow 
disease, which can be trans-
mitted to humans.

All were later shown to 
be transmitted by mu-
tant versions of proteins 
(prions) capable of induc-
ing similar pathological 
changes in normal versions 
of the same protein — thus 
spreading within the ner-
vous system and to other 
tissues — without DNA or 
RNA playing roles.

The modern story of these 
diseases began with the 
work of Carleton Gajdusek 
on kuru among the Fore 
people in New Guinea, who 
were shown to transmit a 
fatal neurological disease 
by cannibalistic rituals in 
which the brain, or other tis-
sues of deseased members 

of the tribe with the disease, 
were handled or eaten. The 
incubation period from 
contact with infected tissues 
was several years to the fi rst 
symptoms, after which the 
disease progressed to death 
within two to six years.

Gajdusek showed that the 
disease was transmissible 
to chimpanzees — thus was 
infectious but there was no 
evidence of conventional 
infectious agents. For his 
work, Gajdusek was awarded 
a Nobel Prize in 1976.

In 1972, Stanley Prusiner 
began his work on one of 
his dementia patients who 
died with Creutzfeldt-Jakob 
disease. Others had shown 
that extracts of diseased 
brains in Creutzfeldt-Jakob 

disease, kuru and scra-
pie could transmit these 
diseases, but what was the 
infectious agent?

Ten years later, he re-
vealed that the infectious 
agent was a protein; a prion, 
an acronym derived from 
“proteinaceous infectious 
particle” — not an RNA- or 
DNA based organism. His 
claim immediately provoked 
skepticism, even hostility, 
from other scientists.

Despite resistance to his 
claims by others, Prusiner 
and colleagues went on to 
isolate a gene responsible 
for creating the normal 
prion protein — destruction 
of which gene produced 
animals resistant to any 
prion disease, and reintro-

duction of which gene made 
experimental animals again 
susceptible to infection with 
pathological versions of the 
prion protein.

His fi ndings raised a 
fundamental question: how 
could the same gene and 
prion cause several distinct 
brain diseases?

The answer was the 
discovery by Prusiner and 
colleagues that the prion 
protein came in two forms, 
one normally shaped and 
in prion diseases, other 
versions of the prion in 
misfolded shapes, each vari-
ant of which was specifi c 
for each prion disease, and 
capable of behaving like an 
infectious agent.

Mutations in the prion 
gene are responsible for 
producing some prion 
diseases. For example, 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
affects about one person in 
a million. In 85 to 90 per 
cent of the cases, the disease 
occurs spontaneously. 
However, 10 to 15 per cent 
of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
cases are caused by a muta-
tion in the prion gene.

Taken together, this was 
compelling enough evidence 
for the Nobel committee 
in medicine or physiol-
ogy to award Prusiner a 
Nobel Prize in 1997 for his 
discovery of prions — “a 

new biological principle of 
infection.”

Despite winning a Nobel 
Prize, and before that the 
Lasker Prize for his work on 
prions, hostility from other 
scientists persisted.

One vexing problem with 
prion diseases is that the 
transmissible prion is ex-
tremely stable and very hard 
to destroy with chemical 
disinfectants or heat — far 
more so than for the case of 
viruses and bacteria.

This makes cleaning 
surgical instruments or any-
thing that’s been in contact 
with infected tissues very 
challenging.

Finally, Venki Ramak-
rishnan, a Nobel laureate 
in chemistry, suggests in 
his 2024 book, “Why We 
Die,” that abnormally folded 
prions may play a role in the 
spread of beta amyloid in 
Alzheimer’s disease or other 
neurodegenerative diseases, 
although there’s no evidence 
that these diseases are trans-
missible to other humans.

We’ll see on that sugges-
tion: even Nobel laureates 
can be wrong.

Dr. William Brown is 
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the 
InfoHealth series at the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library. 

All diseases are spread by living organisms — except these
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The Old Mill Inn, c. 1980

This building in St. Davids looks very different today than it did when this photograph 
was taken. Constructed around 1782 as a grist mill, it was one of the fi rst “King’s 
Mills” in what would later become Upper Canada. The mill was originally operated by 
Peter Secord and his brother James, and was later run by David Secord, for whom the 
community of St. Davids is named. Over the years, the mill was operated by several 
women. But it was Hannah Secord’s defi ance, and perhaps the musket she threatened 
the Americans with, that spared the mill from being destroyed during the burning of 
St. Davids in July 1814. Eventually, this building was transformed into the Old Mill Inn 
and hosted notable guests, including Joe DiMaggio and Marilyn Monroe, who dined 
there while fi lming “Niagara” in the 1950s. By the late 1980s, the building had fallen 
into disrepair and faced possible demolition. Rather than lose a structure that had simply 
outlived its original purpose, it was renovated and transformed into a private home.

A section of brain from a cow infected with mad cow 
disease, which can be transmitted to humans. WIKIMEDIA
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Rodney John HobbsMary Eileen Counsell
Rodney John Hobbs 
January 31, 1931 – February 14, 2026
We’ve lost one of the great ones. 
With broken hearts and so much love, we announce the 

passing of our Patriarch, Rodney John Hobbs. At 95 years 
of age, Rod passed peacefully at Hospice Niagara, sur-
rounded by his loving and devoted family. He leaves be-
hind Judy, his wife of 57 years, and his children Ray+Lois, 
Brenda+Larry(Hoffl eith), Kent and Scott. Predeceased by 
his beloved son Brett. Rod was Papa to 8 grandchildren, 8 
great grandchildren and 2 great great grandchildren. Special 

Daddy to his beloved dog Molly and all the little critters that came before her.
Born and raised in Toronto, the youngest of 4 siblings, Rod lost his mother at the age of 

2 ½, an event which created the strong and independent man he became. Being too young 
to enlist alongside his 2 brothers and sister, Rod joined the 48th Highlanders Reserves with 
hopes of learning to play the bag pipes. After a couple of weeks of earnest practice, the band 
leader approached him and said, “Rod, how about a drum?”! Well, Dad sure looked great in 
his kilt and beret! As a youth and teenager he often sailed to Port Dalhousie for picnics with 
his church and Niagara-on-the-Lake for marching drills with the 48th Highlanders.

With Grade 8 education and a strong entrepreneurial drive Rod began his path to become 
an electrical contractor when he was just 16. Beginning in Fort Erie as a fi reman on the rail-
way, he later returned to Toronto to complete his electrical apprenticeship by attending trade 
school at night. Rod had a successful career with Kudlak-Baird Electrical Contractors for 
many years until a chance visit to Niagara-on-the-Lake in 1972 saw him and Judy purchase 
a lot in Garrison Village and subsequently build their fi rst NOTL home. Soon to follow was 
the opening of R.J. Hobbs Electrical Contractors Ltd. As an entrepreneur contractor Rod 
enjoyed the friendship and earned the acclaim of many of Niagara’s top business men and 
fellow contractors. Rod treated everyone with kindness and respect and received the same 
in return. While the electrical business thrived he opened Alliance Security Alarm Systems 
Niagara. Both businesses were passed to two of his sons and are still in operation today.

Dad was a man of few words and even fewer expectations. He taught his family so many 
valuable life lessons that have made each of us who we are today. His high moral standards, 
strong belief systems and sense of humour live on in us, and for this we are so very grateful.

Dad, we will always miss you. 
In eternal love, your family.
Cremation has taken place. A graveside service will be held on Saturday, June 6 at 11:30 

a.m., Niagara Lakeshore Cemetery, Niagara-on-the-Lake. A gathering of friends will follow 
at the Kinsmen Hall, King Street, NOTL. 

We hope you can join us.

COUNSELL, Mary Eileen (nee Hunter) 
May 29, 1934 - May 23, 2026 
With deep sadness, we announce the passing of Eileen 

Counsell, on Saturday May 23, 2026, at the Marotta 
Family Hospital in St. Catharines. Eileen will be re-
united with her husband of 67 years Allan Counsell, she 
will be greatly missed by her daughter Jill and husband 
Jim Lynch, grandchildren Nicole (Jon), Joseph (Sarah), 
and Sydney Preston. Also, great grandmother to Briar 
and Anna Preston. Eileen also leaves behind cherished 
sister Willo (Steve) McMillan and sister-in law Ruth 

Hunter. Predeceased by her sister Virginia Haines and brother Bob Hunter. Eileen 
was born and raised on Hunter Road in Niagara-on-the-Lake and worked alongside 
her husband Allan on their farm on Queenston Road. She was a long-time member of 
the Grantham Curling Club and current member of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church. 
Eileen was an avid golfer and member of the NOTL Golf Club. Eileen and Allan 
enjoyed many years travelling to Barbados and loved to entertain friends at home 
around their pool. Most of all, Eileen loved spending time with her family and was 
very proud of the legacy she created. 

Special thanks to Dr. Birdie for her fabulous palliative care, as well as Dr. Yella-
manchili of Niagara Health - Marotta Family Hospital. 

According to her wishes, cremation has taken place and arrangements have been 
entrusted to Morgan Funeral Home, in Niagara on the Lake. A celebration of life will 
take place Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at 11:00 am, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church-33 
Simcoe St., Niagara on the Lake, with a lunch to follow. Memories, photos and condo-
lences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com.

Have an opinion 
you want heard?

Email us.
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Connecting more people to more possibilities.
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Niagara Region is undertaking a road 
reconstruction and capacity improvement project on 
Regional Road 55 (Niagara Stone Rd.), from Line 1 
Rd. to East and West Line.
To ensure residents, businesses, and road users 
have an opportunity to learn more about the 
upcoming construction activities, Niagara Region 
is hosting a Pre-Construction Public Information 
Centre. The session is intended to provide 
information on the construction schedule, traffi c 
impacts, staging, and overall project scope, and to 
allow the public to ask questions and provide input.
The Public Information Centre is scheduled for:
Date: June 3, 2026
Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Location: Niagara-on-the-Lake Community Centre
4 Anderson Lane, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
L0S 1J0

Notice of Public Information Centre
Pre-Construction Contract No. 2025-T-223

Capacity Improvements of Regional Road 55
(Niagara Stone Rd.) from Line 1 Rd. to East West Line

The Public Information Centre will follow an informal 
drop-in format with information pertaining to the 
study on display and members of the project team 
on hand to discuss the study.
If you require any accommodations for a disability 
in order to attend and participate in meetings or 
events, please let us know in advance so that 
arrangements can be made in a timely manner. 
Please contact the Accessibility Advisory 
Coordinator at 905-980-6000 ext. 3252 or 
accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

In the meantime, you are encouraged to forward 
any comments or concerns you may have, in 
writing, to:
Alex Villella, C.E.T.
Project Manager (Niagara Region)
alex.villella@niagararegion.ca



496 MISSISSAUGA ST, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

7463 BELL SCHOOL LINE

SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS!SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS!SOLD WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS!

6 FIRELANE 12A ROAD - BREATHTAKING WATERFRONT!

STUNNING RENOVATED BUNGALOW - OVER 2800 SQFT WITH WALL-TO-WALLSTUNNING RENOVATED BUNGALOW - OVER 2800 S
�T WITH WALL-TO-WALL

WINDOWS, BOATHOUSE, 2WINDOWS, BOATHOUSE, 2  OUTBUILDING, + PIER AT THE WATER’S EDGEOUTBUILDING, + PIER AT THE WATER’S EDGE

NDND

STUNNING RENOVATED BUNGALOW - OVER 2800 SQFT WITH WALL-TO-WALL
WINDOWS, BOATHOUSE, 2  OUTBUILDING, + PIER AT THE WATER’S EDGEND

$2,895,000$2,895,000$2,895,000

$2,699,000$2,699,000$2,699,000

7 WINDSOR CIRCLE

NOW $699,000!NOW $699,000!NOW $699,000!

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY MAY 31ST

2:00 - 4:00 PM
2-STORY TOWNHOME IN OLD TOWN, OVER 2,200 SQFT2-STORY TOWNHOME IN OLD TOWN, OVER 2,2�� S��T    - PRICED TO SELL!- PRICED TO SELL!2-STORY TOWNHOME IN OLD TOWN, OVER 2,200 SQFT  - PRICED TO SELL!

#1 BROKERAGE IN THE GTA FOR
10 YEARS*

CALL OR TEXT (289) 214-4394
CALL ANGELIKA =             

TMSOLD!             SOLD!             
SOLD!SOLD!

NOTL STUDIO TOUR
JUNE 6TH & 7TH

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
FREE ADMISSION

ANGELIKA ZAMMIT
REALTOR® / OWNER / TEAM LEAD

**TRREB JAN. 1, 2013 TO DEC. 31, 2022, COMBINED UNITS SOLD.

May 28, 2026
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GREG  GREG 
SYKESSYKES
SALESPERSON

   

 905.329.3484

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION

NIAGARA
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

JUST
 LIST

ED

1068 NIAGARA STONE  RD, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $965,000

SOL
D

MAY
 11

JUST
 LIST

ED

74 BROCK ST, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,699,000 855 LINE 1, 24 ACRES IN VIRGIL- ASKING $1,900,000

SOL
D

MAY
 14

1458 LINE 6 NIAGARA ON THE LAKE - ASKING $799,000

SOL
D

MAY
 15

272 Anne, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE - ASKING $1,575,000

CALL OR 
TEXT GREG

DIRECT

7 GARRISON VILLAGE, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $999,000

SOL
D

MAY
 14

JUST
 LIST

ED

24 RED HAVEN, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE  - ASKING $1,299,000 LISTED BY EVAN McCAUGHEY

To the wonderful people of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,
As I approach 20 years in real estate, I just wanted to say
THANK YOU.
So many of you in this town trust me every single day with the 
incredible responsibility of helping you buy or sell your home 
— and that’s something I truly never take for granted. It’s an 
enormous privilege to be part of such an important chapter in 
people’s lives.
Especially over the last seven years since moving right into the 
heart of town, Niagara-on-the-Lake has become so much more 
than just the place I work it’s become home. And truthfully, this 
community has quite literally changed my life.
On a lighter note many of you have been politely (and not so 
politely) telling me for a while that it might be time for a new 
headshot.
So I listened.
While this isn’t quite the photo you’ll eventually see on my signs 
around , I figured it was at least a step in the right direction.
Thank you for your trust, your support, your referrals, and all the 
kind chats around town over the years.
Have a wonderful week everyone — and I’ll see you around town.
Greg 

Call today to find out why you see 
Greg’s signs all over town! 
905.329.3484
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