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Half our vacation rentals are empty in slow season

Brian Marshall
Columnist

To wrap our arms around
the short-term rental issue,
it may be worthwhile to
look at some hard numbers.

According to the list of
licensed short term rent-
als published by the town
on its municipal website,
as of June 2026, there
are — based on my count
— atotal of 385 active
short-term rental licenses
in place; an increase of 95
active licenses over the 290
short-term rental licenses
issued in 2022.

Expressed as a percent-
age, this represents a growth
in short term rentals within
the municipality of 32.8
per cent over the four-year
period between 2022 and
2026. It’s interesting to
note that over the same four
years, the town’s population
grew by a mere 5.3 per cent
from 19,200 to 20,220.

Now, to drill down

further, it becomes neces-
sary to understand how

the administration and
current short-term rental
bylaw (#2025-032 signed
into law on May 27, 2025)
of the Town of Niagara on
the Lake have defined a
“short-term rental” and five
iterations of same.

Beginning with the of-
ficial definition of a short-
term rental in the bylaw:
“the use of a building for
overnight guest lodging for
a period of not more than 28
days and includes bed and
breakfast establishments,
cottage rentals, villas,
country inns and vacation
apartments.”

So, my quick and dirty
interpretation of the of-
ficial definitions relative to
the five short-term rental
classifications — using the
bylaw’s alphabetical format
— that fall within the cur-
rent bylaw are as follows:

A “bed and breakfast” is
a detached dwelling with
a maximum of three guest
bedrooms for temporary
lodging (less than 28 days)
for visitors to the town.
The owner of the property
must use it as a principal
residence and the bed and
breakfast operation is
an “ancillary use” of the
dwelling.

Conversely, a “cottage
rental” is a single-detached

One of 201 licensed cottage rentals in NOTL. FILE

dwelling of up to three
bedrooms, which is not
owner-occupied, that may
be rented to visitors and
vacationers to NOTL under
a single booking for a maxi-
mum of 28 days.

While a “country inn”
must be owner (or contracted
operator) occupied and may
vary between three and six
rented rooms, dependent
upon its urban/rural location
within NOTL subject to site
specific zoning provisions.

The “vacation apartment™
category is quite simple: the
licensed short-term rental
apartment dwelling unit
must be above a correctly
zoned commercial space

and the 28 day single book-
ing limitation applies.

Finally, a “villa” has been
defined as a single detached
dwelling unit with more
than four bedrooms (in the
agricultural-zoned district
limited to six bedrooms) but
without the requirement for
owner or contracted opera-
tor occupation.

Returning to the official
list of licensed short term
rentals, by my rough count,
the town has issued short-
term rental licences for 19
villas, 14 country inns, 25
vacation apartments, 126
bed and breakfast estab-
lishments and 201 cottage
rentals; the last category

representing over half (ap-
proximately 52 per cent) of
all current licences.

And, while it appears that
the number of hosted bed
and breakfast establish-
ments has declined since
2022, when the then-pres-
ident of the B&B Associa-
tion, John Foreman, pegged
the number of licensed
bed and breakfasts at 150,
the expansion in NOTL’s
licenced short-term rental
sector is clearly due to a
rise in offerings that are not
owner-occupied.

This is a trend that robs
the community of dwellings
that would otherwise be in
the long-term rental market,
states a 2024 study co-au-
thored by David Wachsmuth
of McGill and Cloé St-
Hilaire of the University of
Waterloo (“Supply, demand,
or stickiness? A causal
analysis of the effects of
short-term rental activity on
residential rents”).

Furthermore, their re-
search led them to conclude
that “commercial short-term
rentals and short-term rental
prices each independently
cause increases in residen-
tial rents.”

Allow me to be very
clear, as I pointed out in
last week’s column: the
plus-100-year tradition of
cottage rentals in Niagara-
on-the-Lake has put an

indelible mark on many
streetscapes and certainly
those of the Chautauqua
neighbourhood.

However, back in the day,
a cottage rental was truly
that — a family cottage that
was rented to vacationers
during the times of year
when the family did not
occupy it. It was certainly
not a real-estate investment
principally owned to gener-
ate a healthy rate of return.

That said, the problem is
not cottage rentals per se
but rather the uncontrolled
proliferation of non-hosted
short term rentals — per-
haps particularly when there
are no controls applied
to ensure that short-term
rentals are not concentrated
in close proximity to one
another.

That is why short-term
rentals can hollow out a
street, a neighbourhood and
ultimately a community.

And, why any correctly
thinking council — one that
represents the good of the
town and its residents as
opposed to commercial real
estate investors — would
support proper controls
and a cap on the short-term
rental market.

Brian Marshall is a
NOTL realtor, author and
expert consultant on archi-
tectural design, restoration
and heritage.
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Watches, leather shoes and other products of a bygone era

ROSS'S RAMBLINGS

Ross Robinson
Columnist

Again I will seize the
opportunity (carpe opportu-
tum?) to ramble about how
quickly things change in our
society.

Two or three or perhaps
four years ago, I rambled
about how once ubiquitous
leather shoes, proudly worn
by men for many moons,
had been rather quickly
replaced by trendier and
more utilitarian sports
shoes: Brooks, Puma, Adi-
das, Nike and many other
brand names were seen on
sidewalks around the world.
Not that long ago.

Sitting downtown on
Queen Street on a sum-
mery day recently, I was
shocked at how few passing
people were wearing wrist
watches on either of their

wrists. Obviously it doesn’t
take much to shock me. But
my goodness, only 20 or at
most 30 years ago, I seem
to remember it was just un-
derstood most of us would
wear a watch. Getting our
first portable timepiece was
almost a right of passage.

I thought about this very
unimportant issue, and
asked a few trusted confi-
dantes what they thought
about the obvious sea
change in how we keep
track of the time. Hard-
working, ever-cheerful and
lovely, Carly had a free
moment behind the bar at
Butler’s Sports Bar, a.k.a.
“the Sporty.”

My unusual question did
not phase her. Come to
think of it, not much does.
She was soon explaining
the concept of dominant
hands, and remembering
how not that long ago, many
wrist watches needed to
be wound up on a regular
basis — carefully, between
a thumb and the adjacent
forefinger.

I vaguely recall the advent
and, seemingly, the miracle
of self-winding watches.
Somehow, they kept on tick-
ing and tocking, energized
by the unconscious move-

The wristwatch, the once-ubiquitous timepiece and accessory, is becoming obsolete,
thanks to the advent of the cellphone. Or maybe that happened a while ago. WIKIMEDIA

ments of our wrists as we
carried on with our lives.

Bob Potter, my very wise
and learned pal in Penn-
sylvania, was direct and
informed me he had nothing
to add to this obscure con-
versation and rambling. He
once appeared on Jeopardy,
and knows lots of stuff.

So, it was essentially up to
me to ruminate about wrist
timepieces. I resigned my-
self to rambling on my own.
A solo and lonely ramble
this week.

The relatively sudden

Notice of Draft Environmental Assessment

South Landfill Phase 2 Environmental Assessment

demise of a once-accepted
part of our lives, almost in-
stantly replaced by handheld
devices that mostly pass the
time in our pockets.

I watch (if you will
pardon the pun) subcon-
sciously and mindlessly as
thousands of people pass
by each day. More than
occasionally, I worry a bit
that these important and
now necessary devices are
going to get lost. Many of
them are carelessly put into
a pocket, more often a rear
pocket than a front pocket.

This was one advantage of
wearing wrist watches. They
were only rarely misplaced.
Since cellphones became
the norm, too often we have
all felt the momentary panic
when we misplace our device
(is panic a strong enough
word?) and the relief of locat-
ing the lost part of our life.

So, I have rambled on
about the rapid demise of
wristwatches. Much more
weighty subjects currently
dominate our news cycles.

Would anyone have
thought our lives could

be so dominated by one
man in Washington, D.C.?
An attempt to change the
colour of the bottom of the
Lincoln Memorial reflect-
ing pool on the mall has
become a cause célebre.

Algae, peeling paint,
charges of vandalism. Hope-
fully the job will be com-
pleted before the upcoming
huge 250th.

And how few of us had
even heard of the Strait of
Hormuz mere months ago?
Has our world gone bon-
kers? How can we possibly
keep abreast as the news
cycles march by?

One local suggestion to
wrap up this Rambling that
has featured timepieces:
Take some time and visit
the St. Mark’s Anglican
Church Graveyard. Near
the northwest corner of the
historic church, close to
the large plot that com-
memorates the tragedy of
the Foam, is a large sundial.
Yesterday, at about 11 a.m.,
the shadow indicated the
exact time it was.

Go on a sunny day,
because as the inscription
says, approximately, “I only
tell the time when the sun is
shining.”

Be curious. And, be kind.

\\* walker

Stay Informed:

Walker is hosting a public information session to:

= Introduce Walker, its current landfill operations and provide an update on the South Landfill Phase 2 EA
= Review the potential environmental effects, recommended impact management measures, resulting net environmental effects, proposed monitoring requirements, and

proposed approvals/permits required for implementing the Preferred Method
= Review the draft EA report and gather feedback prior to its finalization and formal submission to the Minister for review and decision

Walker Environmental Group (Walker) initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) under the Environmental Assessment Act as part of the planning process for the next phase of
its South Landfill (Phase 2). The South Landfill (Phase 1), an essential component of Walker's integrated Resource Management Campus in Niagara Falls, is nearing its final
capacity. Walker is proposing to develop the next phase to continue to provide safe, affordable, and reliable waste disposal services. Phase 2 will also supply renewable energy to
the community and will sustain over 500 jobs in the Region.

Review the Draft Environmental Assessment from July 8 - August 24:

Stay informed by attending the public information session, or
review the material via our virtual information session option:

Members of the public, government agencies, Indigenous communities and other interested persons
may review the draft Environmental Assessment online and in-person during normal business hours

starting July 8. The documents will be made available for review and comments until August 24.
=  In-Person:

Wednesday, July 8, 2026

Drop-in anytime between
5pm - 8pm at Club Italia (Hall B)

2525 Montrose Rd,
Niagara Falls, ON L2H 0T9

Walker Head Office:

2800 Thorold Townline Road
Niagara Falls, ON L2E 6S4
1-866-699-9425

View Online:
www.southlandfillphase2.com

. Virtual:
Wednesday, July 8 - Monday, August 24, 2026

Visit the website for more information:
www.southlandfillphase2.com

Your input is valuable, and we encourage you to submit your comments by mail, email, or phone to Walker, through the contact information below or through the project website.

Darren Fry, Project Director, Walker Environmental Group Inc.
2800 Thorold Townline Road, Niagara Falls, ON L2E 654
Call: 1-866-699-9425 | Email: info@southlandfillphase2.com

Al personal information included in a submission — such as name, address, telephone number and property location — is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks for the
purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your
personal information remain confidential. For more information, please contact the Project Officer or the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks’ Freedom of Information and Privacy Coordinator at 416-554-3033
or fol.mecp@ontario.ca.

southlandfillphase2.com June 25, 2026
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Across

9. Inverted slow-mover (5)

10. Hyped too high (9)

11. Carton containing other cartons (5)
12. Exciting experience (9)

13. Teetotal (3)

14. Once the subject of a financial
bubble (5)

15. House of worship (9)

17. Explode (5)

19. It's white for a new Pope (5)

22. Construction sites with slipways (9)
24. Informal greeting (3,2)

26. Temporary home for many serious
cases (1-1,1)

27. Most employees think this of
themselves (9)

29. Goes for gold? (5)

30. Lofty (9)

31. Military subdivisions (5)

Down

1. Dates (7)

2. Backpackers' stopover (6)

3. Neither you nor me but the other
guy (5,5)

4. Sudden attacks (6)

5. Portions (8)

6. Left behind after a cat vanishes (4)
7. Conflict (8)

8. Stuck redhead goes crazy (7)

16. Pleasant mood (4,6)

17.
18.
20.
21.
23.
25.
28.

Beneficiary of a Biblical miracle (5,3)

Corrida star (8)
Soften minced sausage (7)

Hold (7)
The “lce Age” 9 Across (6)

Advantageous to both sides (3-3)
Harassed persistently (4)

RE/MAX TEAM
IN CANADA!

Your home, advertised from Niagara to Toronto — not just in town.

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
— .

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

HOME EVALUATION

905-641-0308

16 MILLS LANE
2+1BED » 3 BATH + 1,703 SQ. FT.
$1,174,900

Call the brand that gets your home [NOTICED!

19 OAKLEY DRIVE
2 BED * 3BATH + 1,615 SQ. FT.
$1,198,900

8 FIRELANE 14D ROAD

CALL TODAY!

$1,249,900

Ask about our Golfi Home Warranty. Full protection for one year.
905-641-0308 - Sold@GolfiTeam.com - www.GolfiTeam.com

*Source: RE/MAX LLC rankings for Large Team Residential, 2024. fConditions apply. RE/MAX Escarpment Golfi Realty Inc., Brokerage. Independently owned and operated.

SCAN FOR A FREE
HOME EVALUATION

2+1BED * 3 BATH - 1,500 SQ. FT.
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FEATURED

| EXPLORING HISTORY

WITH NOTL MUSEUM

Lawn bowling at the
(Queen’s Royal Hotel

Established in 1877, the Niagara-on-the-Lake Lawn Bowling
Club was among the first lawn bowling clubs in Canada. Its origi-
nal greens were located on the grounds of the Queen’s Royal Hotel,
where the sport became a popular attraction for visitors and residents
alike. If you visit Queen’s Royal Park today, the flat area near Front
Street is where games were played. As tourism grew, lawn bowling
became a fashionable pastime that attracted affluent visitors from
Canada and the United States, contributing to Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
reputation as a premier leisure destination. In the 1920s, the club
relocated to the corner of Johnson and Regent streets, the site of
today’s Voices of Freedom Park.

Dr. William Brown
Columnist

You may think quantum
physics, mathematics and
cosmology are challeng-
ing — if so, try creating a
human brain.

One of the major break-
throughs in understanding
the development of the brain
in the last decade was to
create miniature brains.

One key step was made
by Shinya Yamanaka,
who discovered that fully
mature cells such as human
fibroblasts could be reverse
engineered in the presence
of as few as four transcrip-
tion factors into becoming
independent pluripotent
stem cells (iPS), which were
similar to natural undiffer-
entiated stem cells with the
same genes. For this work,
he was awarded a Nobel
Prize in 2012.

Those pluripotent stem
cells can then be redirected
to become stem cells for the
brain and more specifically,
develop into mini versions
of neocortex or other speci-
fied regions of the brain.

Mini-brains have limits,
the most important of which
is the fact they have no
blood supply and therefore
depend on diffusion of oxy-
gen and nutrients to sustain
them and get rid of cellular
garbage. This limits their
size to a few millimetres,
as well as how far they can
develop. However, some

laboratories have found
ways to keep mini-brains
alive for several months,
even a few years.

But however small they
are, they replicate in amaz-
ing detail the earliest devel-
opment of, for example, the
six-layer cortex of human
neocortex, typical of human
embryos at equivalent stages
of embryonic development.

This strongly suggests
that the developmental
sequence in mini-brains
is very similar to natural
development of the human
brain and, importantly,
much of that development
at the genetic and molecular
levels takes place at an early
stage.

The brain begins with
a single neural stem cell
containing all the genetic
information needed for
the mature brain, which in
its fully developed form,
contains a hundred billion
or so nerve cells together
with trillions of connections
linking them together and to
the peripheral sensory, mo-
tor and autonomic nervous
systems — themselves very
complex.

The whole process is
amazing. Development from
stem cells to maturity is an
exquisitely choreographed
and timed sequence char-
acterized by differentiation
into several thousand dif-
ferent types of cells, each of
which migrates to specific
destinations, where they
make selective connections
with other specific cells.
Most of the development
takes place in the embryo
and childhood, tapering off
progressively in the second
and third decades.

One early discovery made
with mini-brains was to
compare the development
of neanderthal brains with

Mini-brains, known as
cerebral organoids,

are grown from human
pluripotent stem cells
and are often just a few
millimetres large. They
mimic the human brain
in its early stages of
development. WIKIMEDIA

those of modern humans.
Studies revealed that a
change in a single gene of
several hundred that control
brain development, dif-
fered between the two homo
species, and substitution

of the neanderthal version
of that gene into a human
mini-brains created a more
simplified neocortex with
fewer neurons compared to
the normal human version.

Differences between
mini-brains created from
autistic subjects and
schizophrenic subjects
offer insights into how
these disorders alter the
architecture and function of
the human brain and could
serve as experimental mod-
els to develop and test new
drugs that might be helpful
managing these disorders
without the need for human
subjects in the early drug
development phases.

Most of the research with
mini-brains concentrated
on the neocortex. Until
recently, when scientists de-

veloped mini-brains special-
ized for other regions of the
brain and then connected
them together to create what
they call assembloids.

To no one’s surprise, these
assembloids from different
regions of the brain readily
make connections with and
even talk to one another
using the usual methods
of electrical signaling and
transmission in the brain.

Readers can see where
this might go. If scientists
are able to assemble a whole
brain or even a large part of
the brain as well as a sus-
taining blood supply, would
they not have created some-
thing very close to a human
brain but disconnected from
any outside senses (vision,
sound, smell and taste) and
forever trapped unable to
get about as humans do?

That’s a nightmare in
the making, yet conceiv-
able given the technologi-
cal advances so far. Were
scientists successful, the
resulting brains would
surely raise questions: are
mini-brains conscious? Are
they sentient?

It wasn’t so long ago that
many were concerned about
the potential power of gene
editing to change human
evolution. Similar concerns
now surround the power of
Al to disrupt human life.
Brain organoids are in their
early stages of develop-
ment and well behind Al,
although some scientists
recently created hybrid sys-
tems by combining AI with
arrays of human nerve cells.

Scary.

Dr. William Brown is
a professor of neurol-
ogy at McMaster Univer-
sity and co-founder of the
InfoHealth series at the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Pub-
lic Library.
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Lorraine Genevieve Stapleton

STAPLETON, Lorraine Genevieve —

July 26, 1937 — Jan. 14, 2026

Loved by so many and respected by all, Lorraine Genevieve
Stapleton passed away on Jan. 14, 2026, in Scarborough, Ontario,
while residing at Seven Oaks Long Term Care. She was 88 years old.

Lorraine was the devoted wife of the late Dennis Martin Stapleton,
and a loving mother to Vanessa Stapleton-Schlesiger and the late
Roxanne Stapleton. Lorraine was predeceased by her beloved son-in-
law, Wolfgang Peter Schlesiger.

Lorraine is survived by her brother Gerald Dan Powlik, nieces
Laura Anne Gatz, Karen Leslie Powlik, and Sandra Elizabeth Powlik
of Langley, British Columbia, and step-brother Clayton Woitas (Linda)
of Calgary, Alberta. Lorraine was predeceased by her brother Roger
John Powlik, nephew James John Powlik, step-brother, Terry Woitas,
all of Calgary, Alberta, and her sister-in-law, Lynne Powlik of Langley,
British Columbia.

Lorraine was a cherished sister-in-law to Edie McBean, Robert
McBean (Lita), Douglas MacBean (Eve), Marilyn Jones, Helen
MacBean (Jim), and Joseph MacBean. She was predeceased by
brothers-in-law Russell McBean and Russell Jones, and sister-in-law
Tracey Tung.

Born in Thorsby, Alberta, to Ukrainian parents, John and Anne Powlik (née Radowitz), Lorraine grew up in a small,
close-knit community. She fondly remembered her father’s newly built movie theatre, her family cottage on Pigeon Lake,
the lifelong friendships formed during her school years, and gatherings where she played the piano, accompanying her
father on the violin.

At just 17 years old, Lorraine lost her mother unexpectedly. In the face of profound grief, she stepped forward to help
support her father and care for her younger siblings. Her selflessness and sense of responsibility during those formative
years became hallmarks of the woman she would become.

Lorraine studied nursing in Edmonton, Alberta before discovering her true vocational calling in dental nursing. She
served on the executive of the Alberta Dental Nurses’ and Assistants Association, and in 1960, was the President of the
Edmonton Dental Society. Years later, Lorraine’s natural leadership and strong commitment to service continued, working
as a Dental Health Educator and as Dental Assistant with the Lanark, Leeds and Grenville District Health Unit.

In 1963, Lorraine married Dennis in Vancouver and settled in the seaside town of Beach Grove, Delta, British Columbia.
Together they built a life filled with adventure, travel, resilience, and love while raising their family in British Columbia,
Quebec and finally, Carleton Place, Ontario.

In 1989, Lorraine and Dennis began a life overseas, living in India and Greece. Time abroad was a gift, broadening their
perspectives and bringing with it lifelong friendships and treasured memories.

Upon returning to Canada, they settled in Niagara-on-the-Lake and operated Lorden House Bed and Breakfast for 21
years, welcoming guests from all over the world. Lorraine was an active volunteer, supporter of the Shaw Festival Theatre,
a member of the Red Hat Society and St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church. Community was very important to her.

Family was at the heart of Lorraine’s life. Her husband and two daughters were the center of her world. The love she
held for them was a constant source of strength, purpose, unwavering devotion and happiness. The loss of her daughter
Roxanne was a sorrow she carried with quiet courage, while continuing to surround those she loved with care and support.
She warmly embraced her son-in-law, step-grandchildren, and step-great-grandchildren, treasuring the bonds they built
together over the years.

A natural connector, Lorraine had a rare gift for making people feel seen, remembered, and valued. Through phone calls,
handwritten letters and cards, she maintained lasting friendships and deep family connections. Relationships mattered to
Lorraine—and she nurtured them with care, loyalty, and generosity. She was a thoughtful listener and a devoted friend. Her
kindness and positive outlook left a lasting impression on all those she met.

Lorraine found joy in life’s simple pleasures: tending her garden, wearing one of her many hats, taking daily walks, and
cheering on the Toronto Blue Jays. Nothing pleased her more than gathering with family and friends over coffee, and a
plate of good quality cheese and crackers. Lorraine loved to laugh, and to bring others joy. On occasion, she’d slip into a
Ukrainian accent—invariably bringing smiles and laughter.

In her final years, Lorraine faced significant health challenges, including Alzheimer’s disease with courage, grace, and
remarkable determination. Although her health gradually declined, Lorraine continued to approach each day with dignity,
strength, and an enduring spirit.

Special thanks to the nurses, personal support workers, and staff at Seven Oaks Long Term Care. The family extends
sincere gratitude to her devoted caregivers—Peighton, Lynne, Violet, Hazel, and Amy—whose kindness, friendship and
steadfast support enriched Lorraine’s life and helped her remain engaged in mind, body and spirit until the very end.

A Funeral Mass will be held on Thursday, July 9, 2026, at 10 a.m. at St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church in Niagara-on-
the-Lake, Ontario. An interment and celebration of life will follow the funeral mass.

In lieu of flowers, Lorraine would have appreciated a simple act of beauty: plant a flower in your garden and water it
often.

Memories, photos and words of condolences may be shared at Aftercare under Tributes (www.aftercare.org).

Donations in Lorraine’s memory may be made to the Alzheimer’s Society of Durham Region (alzheimer.ca/durham/en),

Here 4 Hope (here4hope.ca) or the Victorian Order of Nurses (VON) (von.ca/en/donation-form)

May her memory be a blessing and a source of comfort to all who knew and loved her.

NOTL
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Donald “Don’ Keith

KEITH, Donald Edward —

Every good story deserves to be told, and Don Keith spent
a lifetime telling his.

On Wednesday, June 17,2026, surrounded by family in
the comfort of his home, Don peacefully completed the
final chapter of a remarkable life, just days after celebrating
his 92nd birthday.

Don’s story began in Montreal on June 6, 1934. As
the years unfolded, his journey took him to Toronto
and eventually to Niagara-on-the-Lake, where he built
lasting friendships and became a cherished member of the
community. For the past 27 years, he called Kings Point
home and took great pride in helping shape its development,
leaving a legacy that remains part of the community today.

One of Don’s greatest gifts was his memory. He could
recall people, places, and moments from decades past with
remarkable detail, bringing history to life through the
stories he loved to share. Whether recounting an adventure,
remembering an old friend, or reflecting on days gone by,
Don had a way of making every story worth hearing. He
was a historian at heart and a storyteller by nature.

His story was also one of love. Don is now reunited
with his beloved wife, Kathleen Kenwood Keith, whose
passing on June 17, 2011, left a space in his heart that never
truly closed. Together they shared a life rich in memories,
laughter, and companionship.

He leaves behind several nieces and nephews, along with
countless friends and neighbours who came to know him
affectionately as “Uncle Donnie.” His kindness, generosity,
and genuine interest in others made everyone feel welcome
in his company.

Don appreciated the finer things in life; not extravagance,
but simple pleasures: a good meal, a great restaurant, a
bottle of wine shared among friends, and conversations that
lingered long after the table had been cleared. He had a
saying whenever the cost of something came up: “It’s okay,
it’s just the price of a bottle of wine.” It was a lighthearted
reminder not to sweat the small things and to focus instead
on what truly mattered.

The family extends heartfelt thanks to the dedicated
teams from March of Dimes Canada and Niagara North
Palliative Care, whose compassion and support helped
make Don’s final chapter one of comfort, dignity, and
peace.

If Don were writing the ending himself, he likely
wouldn’t want grand gestures. Instead, he would encourage
a simple act of kindness. In his memory, do a good deed for
someone in need, share a story with a friend, raise a glass,
and remember that life’s best moments are often worth far
more than the price of a bottle of wine.

—
A Essentials
( Cramation and Buria
- AL Services Inc.

Have an opinion
you want heard?

Email us.
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CALL ANGELIKA =SOLD!
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Niagara on the Lake Real Estate Agent

Angelika Zammit
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