Welcome to Worship with Holy Communion
Easter Season 2026

Bringing Christ To All People
Today And Every Day



GATHERING TOGETHER
WELCOME - Make a special effort to welcome our visitors!! Christ Lutheran
Church is a weapon, smoke, vape and tobacco free church and campus. We share
Joys, News, and Concerns.
PRELUDE
We take a quiet moment to prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

GATHERING HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM - Stand As You Are Able
YOUTH/YOUNG IN SPIRIT MESSAGE

APOSTOLIC GREETING

(P) The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the love of GOD our Father, and
the communion of The Holy Spirit be with you all!

And also with you!

CONFESSION

(P) Blessed be The Holy Trinity, - One God, our maker, our helper, and our
keeper!

Amen!

(P Trusting in God our Father's mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of
God our Father and of one another!

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

[P} Merciful and loving God our Father,

we are your stiff-necked people. At times we trample on your needy peo-
ple. At times we grumble about your grace to others. At times we turn away
from your poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as
ones who were lost and have been found. Amen!

(P) Even when we are faithless, God our Father remains faithful. His Son Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord came into His world to save sinners. We who were
lost have been found. In the Holy Name of = Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven!

Amen!

SHARING THE WORD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P) Let us pray!

God our Father of mercy, we no longer look for your Son Jesus among
the dead, for He is alive and is Lord of all. By The Holy Spirit’s power, con-
tinue to increase in our hearts, minds and souls the risen life we share in Je-
sus, and guide us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life
with you, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and The Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen!

2



PRAYER FOR THE WORLD

(P) Let us pray!

Let us pray for all victims of any forms of violence, terror, human traffick-
ing, and all displaced peoples; all victims of ethnic, racial, gender, sexual, po-
litical, and religious discrimination and violence; all victims of natural disas-
ters or human made disasters; all victims of war or warlike activity, conflict,
oppression and strife including in Afghanistan, Gaza, Iran, Israel, Lebanon,
Pakistan, Ukraine, United States and all other involved/surrounding nations,
and for Jesus’ Gospel to reach the Hindu Kurmi People in India. Gracious
GOD our Father of healing and wholeness, through the power of The Holy
Spirit, bring relief in every way you see fit for those impacted by natural dis-
asters, human made disasters, conflicts, persecutions and wars. Empower all
peoples to reach out to those impacted through the healing power of Jesus
Christ. GOD our Father, -+ Son and Holy Spirit, we admit our human frailties
and recognize we live in a fallen creation. Restore us each and every way as
you see fit so that your will is done. In Jesus’ Holy Name we pray. Amen!

SCRIPTURE HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM
GOSPEL - Stand As You Are Able
SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED - Stand As You Are Able
P Living together in faith, trust, and hope, let us confess our faith together!

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I
believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
The Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell. On the third day
He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
The Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen!

THE BANQUET
COMMUNION LITURGY

(P} Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor. and who, on the cross, opened
His arms to all.

- In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is My
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of Me.

- Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of Me.

- Remembering, therefore, His death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
His coming in glory.

- Pour out The Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

- Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of The Holy Spirit, all glory
and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever!

Amen!
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LORD’S PRAYER - SING

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
@) Come to the Banquet, for all is now ready!

Thanks be to God!

All Baptized Christians who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are wel-
come at the Lord's Table. We receive His continuing forgiving presence in our
lives, along with His mercy, salvation, and promise of eternal life. You are also
invited to come forward for a blessing. Pick up a communion wine cup from the
cup stand. Receive the host bread from the Communion Assistant and the wine
from the Pastor. Tell the Communion Assistant if vou prefer gluten-fiee bread
and the Pastor if you prefer grape juice. Return vour used cup to the tray from
the Communion Assistant.

HOLY COMMUNION HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM

TABLE BLESSING

(P) The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and
keep us in His grace now and forever!

Amen!

THE SENDING

BLESSING - SING - Stand As You Are Able

Blessed be the Name of the Lord; He is worthy to be praised and adored;
So we lift up holy hands in one accord, singing, “Blessed be the Name,
blessed be the Name, blessed be the Name of the Lord!” We are Jesus
strong! Amen!

WY

SENDING HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM

FINAL SENDING

(P) Continue to bring Christ to all people today and everyday! Go in Peace! Share
the good news!

We will with thanks to GOD! Amen!
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LESSONS & FINANCIALS

Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 17, 2026, Year A

Christ Lutheran Church
15699 SE 80th Avenue
Worship Services Summerfield, FL 34491
with Holy Communion 352-307-6900
At 9:00 am & 10:30am Mailing Address
P.O. Box 693,

Summerfield, FL 34492

Website: christlutheranchurchelem.org

Bringing Christ To All People Today
And Every Day

GOSPEL: St. John 17:1-11

(L) On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus prays to His heavenly Father, asking that
those who continue His ministries and missions in His Father’s world will live in unity.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 17th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

@ 'After Jesus had spoken these words to his disciples, he looked up to heaven and
sald "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,

“since you have gwen him author1ty over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you
have given him. And this is eternal hfe that they may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. *I glorified you on earth by finishing the work
that you gave me to do. “So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glo-
ry that I had in your presence before the world existed. °I have made your name known
to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to
me, and they have kept your word. "Now they know that everything you have given me
is from you; *for the words that you gave to me [ have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you
sent me. °I am asking on their behalf: I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. "All mine are yours, and
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. ''And now I am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in
your name that you have given me, so that they may be one. as we are one."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD GOSPEL: St. Luke 24:44-53

On the day of His ascension, Jesus leaves His disciples with a commission, a bless-
ing, and a promise of The Holy Spirit.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



*“Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, "These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the gsalms must be fulfilled." *Then he opened their minds to under-
stand the scriptures, “and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, *’and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “*You
are witnesses of these things. **And see, I am sending upon you what my Father prom-
ised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."
**Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
*'While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.
**And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; ~"and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 1:6-14

Today's first lesson is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of
The Holy Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the crucified and risen Lord's conver-
sation with His disciples on the eve of His ascension, in which He promises that they
will receive the power of The Holy Spirit.

SWhen the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, "Lord, is this the time
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" "He replied, "It is not for you to know
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. *But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jeru-
salem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." “When he had said this,
as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. HThey said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in
the same way as you saw him go into heaven." “Then they returned to Jerusalem from
the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey away.
PWhen they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were stay-
ing, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. A1l
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women,
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. (Ps. 68:4)

'Let God arise, and let God's ene- ' mies be scattered;
let those who | hate God flee.

2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive ' them away;
as the wax melts before the fire,
so let the wicked perish at the pres- | ence of God.
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’But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God:
let them also be mer- ! ry and joyful.
4Sing to God, sing praises to God's name; exalt the one who ! rides the clouds;
) I AM is that name, rejoice | before God!
*In your holy habita- ! tion, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defend- ! er of widows:
Syou give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners | into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in ' desert places.
0 God, when you went forth be- ! fore your people,
when you marched ! through the wilderness,
Sthe earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God,
the ' God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the ' God of Israel.
*You sent a bountiful ! rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance | when it languished.
"Your people found their | home in it;
. in your goodness, O God, you have made provision ! for the poor.
328ing to God, O kin%doms ' of the earth;
sing praises ' to the Lord.
Y ou ride in the heavens, O God, in the ' ancient heavens;
i you send forth your voice, your | mighty voice.
3 Ascribe pow- | er to God,
} whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is | in the skies.
*How wonderful you are in your holy places, O ' God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! | Blessed be God!

SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith in Jesus does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless,
we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others be-
cause we trust Jesus’ grace will strengthen and guide us.

“"Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. *But rejoice insofar as
you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when
his glory is revealed. "“If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, be-
cause the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. ***Humble your-
selves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.
"Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. *Discipline yourselves, keep
alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone
to devour. *Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sis-
ters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. '’And after you have
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. ''To him be the pow-
er forever and ever. Amen.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS for 5/17/2026 BULLETIN

Operating
Funds
Balance @ 01/01/26 $ 80,182
YTD Income $ 177,334
YTD Expenses $ 144,159
Balance @ 5/10/2026 $ 113,357
Offering for 5/10/2026
Operating Fund $ 3,708
Loose $ 31
Mortgage Fund $ 129
Mortgage Fundraising Proceeds 3 220
Designated Giving:
- Food For The Poor $ 165
- Salvation Army 8 20
- Lutheran World Relief $ 65
- ELCM Missions $ 35
- Fellowship $ 11
- Feed My Starving Children $ 244
- Debt Reduction $ 600
- Office Postage $ 2
Total Offering $ 6,391
Fedede sk e do e dode dede dedede e ok
FMSC Net Fundraising for 2027 Pack: $ 13,158

2026 FMSC Shared Proceeds with Mortgage Fund: $ 3,220
(included above with Mortgage Fundraising Proceeds)

Mortgage Debt Balance as of 5/11/2026 $ 795,105

Note: If anyone would like further details on Church financials, please
see Barb LeFevre, Treasurer.




CHURCH INFORMATION & EVENTS, May 17, 2026
OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED MONDAY, MAY 25 for Memorial Day.

Meetings-Tuesday, May 19-Pastor’s Bible Study-2pm. Michele Harney, 352-307-6900.

Feed My Starving Children-The net proceeds collected to date are $13,158 towards our
January 2027 goal of $35,000 goal. Mark Ferrera, FMSC Chair, 407-616-1576.

Hearing Aid Devices-We have Auracast (Blue Tooth) and T Coil. In case your connection

isn’t working we have some really nice headphones you can use. Joe Pence, Facilities Man-
ager, 352-307-6900.

2026 UPCOMING EVENTS AT CLC

Oither b Yeuth bisisty ~ Prayer Shawl - 2nd
BP CLINIC-3rd Sunday
G of the M

Quilt Raffle Tickets on sale now! $5 for 3 and $10 for 7 (FMSC/ Mortgage Fund)
NEXT Saturday, May 23-End of School Bash-3-5pm (Y outh Ministry)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, June 19-Juke Box Bingo-Social-4:30pm, Bingo-5pm, Tickets-$10 (FMSC/
Mortgage Fund)

Friday, June 26 & Saturday, June 27-VBS--12-5pm (Y outh Ministry)

Sunday, June 28-Patriotic Quilt Raffle Drawing (FMSC/Mortgage Fund)

Friday, August 14-Juke Box Bingo-Social-4:30pm, Bingo-5pm, Tickets-$10 (FMSC/
Mortgage Fund)

Saturday, August 22-Back to School Bash-3-5pm (Youth Ministry)

Friday, October 16-Juke box Bingo-Social-4:30pm Bingo-Spm Tickets $10 (FMSC/
Mortgage Fund)

Saturday, October 24-Trunk or Treat-3-5pm (Y outh ministry)

Friday, November 6-Chili Cook Off-5pm (FMSC/Mortgage Fund)

Friday, December 4-Juke Box Bingo-Social-4:30pm, Bingo-5pm (FMSC/Mortgage
Fund)

Sunday, December 6-Gift Basket Raffle (FMSC/Mortgage Fund)

Saturday, December 19-Cookies with Santa-3-5pm (Youth Ministry)

Medical & Prayer Shawl, Darlene

CONTACTS Baney. Coordinator, 419-367-0373.
G.LF.T. Minister-Skyler Forsythe, 352 gl}\:[SCA(I)\;I?gl; 613_61?;?’
-299-5471 ar

Fellowship-Kay Bertzyk, 352-245-
0346 or Joe Capelli, 352-445-2616,
Co Chairs.

Family Minister-Ashley Runyon, 980-
925-9959




CHURCH INFORMATION & EVENTS CONTD.

House of Hope-This is a voluntary facility to treat

men with addiction in a Christian based residential
program. At this time they need mens’ underwear,
toiletries and new bed pillows. Cindy Kelly, Social

Ministry Chair, 440-221-4027.

Hymns-If you have a favorite hymn you
would like to hear, drop the name in the of-
fering plate or bring it to the office. Ques-
tions: Jeff Gwaltney, Music Director, 803
487-3357.

Blood Mobile-10 people donated

Care Bears-Thank
you for all the Bears.
They are now just an
endangered species.
We have an ongoing
need for 14 inch bears.
. Please keep the dona-
- tions up. These Bears

| have an important job
around here! Michele
D. Harney, Coordi-

= nator, 410-940-3288.

blood on Sunday, April 19. The next
drive is _Sunday, June 14, 2026 from
8-12:30pm. Link for sign up-https://
donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/1713962. Please eat a
600 calorie meal before donating.
Cindy Kelly, Chair, 440-221-4027,
Michele Harney, Coordinator, 410-
940-3288.

Interfaith Free Clinic Medical

Shepherd’s LightHouse-3 new ways to help
fund their programs. Go Fund Me Page use
link: https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-
shepherds-lighthouse-make a difference is
the first, Jewelry- all kinds welcome for the
store, and Shoes in any condition-selling,
donation to non profita AND recycling poor
condition shoes for $0.05 per pound. The
housing section is in need of baby wipes,
paper towels, kitchen garbage bags and black
garbage bags. Also copy paper is needed.
Before placing in bin mark For_Housing.
Questions-Rosemary Ganci, local Out-
reach Chair, 352-307-5952.

The Rock-Lake Weir Middle School still
needs our support. They need donations
of Shower Gel & Bar soap. Carolyn
Korpics, 352-693-8543, Coordinator.

Center- needs any Qver The
Counter medicines that are NOT
opened and NOT expired. Cold
medicine, cough drops, regular

Hands of Mercy Everywhere-Needed: Paper Tow-
els, Paper Napkins & Toilet paper. Check their web
for other items.Cindy Kelly, Social Ministry
Chair, 440-221-4027.

aspirin and low dose aspirin are
needed too. NO RX MEDS.
Michele Harney, Parish Admin-
istration Minister, 352-307-6900.

Interfaith Shower
Ministry in Ocala-
for the homeless. We
collect supplies: bath
towels and wash
cloths, all hygiene

Domestic Violence Center
(C.A.S.A).-We are collecting
items at this time. They need
Cleaning Supplies, Hygiene
Items, Diapers and Wipes,

Cell Phones-We will still be col-
lecting cell phones. They are taken
to Interfaith. Michele Harney,
Parish Administration Minister,
352-307-6900.

St. Theresa Roman Catholic
Church Food Pantry-Thank you
for continuing to donate. Keep those

Paper Towels, Paper Napkins products, men's SOcks - donations coming. Non-perishable

] > and underwear, Su-
& Toilet Paper. Clean and like san Blusewicz, In-

terfaith Shower

is also needed. Cindy Kelly, Ministry Coordina-
tor, 352-674-9434.

new condition business attire

Coordinator, 440-221-4027.

supplies are always needed. Be sure
to check the expiration date. Ques-

tions call Pastor Dave Connell, 352
-307-6900.
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NEW DATE-A Birthday Party-Come celebrate Carolyn
Wright’s 85™ Birthday on Sunday, May 31 at 12pm. A compli-
mentary lunch is provided by her son Garth. All Are Welcome !
NO gifts please. Kay Bertzyk, Coordinator, 352-245-0346.

We acknowledge gifts to the Mortgage Fund:
In Memory Of: Perry Olyer
From: Water Oaks Estate
We acknowledge a gift to the Debt Reduction Fund:

In Honor Of: Our friends at Christ Lutheran Church
By: Bob & Judy Conover

The Live Plant Garden Is Given:
To The Glory of God

We express Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of:

Celet{i}atlon
of Life




PRAYERS

Pray - Council, Ministry Team Leaders / Teams, and Parishioners - Today
for: Vicki Carmel; Joyce Casasanta; Brigitte Chandler; Art Charpentier; Lou &
Jolee Charpentier; Kevin & Christi Cheeks; Pr. Dave Connell; Bob & Judy
Conover; Mary Coppus; Bill & Roxanne Daimler; and all baptized, confirmed,
married, memorialized, new parishioners, and all at Christ Lutheran Church.

Give Thanks - Healing: Bob Dunbar (heart health issues heart cath rehab - OK);
and Carol Everman (fractured 2 right mid-foot toes rehab - OK).

Pray - Parishioners (short term): Kevin Cheeks (left shoulder replacement
repair surgery rehab); Jean Dunbar (left eye cornea vision issue next steps w/
specialist Dr. pending); Diane English (right knee pain steroid shot therapy rehab);
Al Fernez (neurological health issues 1 year monthly infusions therapy rehab);
Skyler Forsythe (internal health issues pill medication rehab; next steps w/
specialist Dr. 9/23 - Shands Hosp.); Rosemary Ganci (heart health issues 3™ heart
stent implant repair surgery pending); Michele Harney (cardiac rehab); Patricia
“Pat” Holman (internal pain health issues next steps pending); Ed Israel (heart
health issues rehab); Pam Jamieson (internal cancer chemotherapy pill medication
rehab); Dave Judd (cardiac rehab pending); Cindy Kelly (fractured left arm rehab);
Ron Kratzke (pneumonia rehab - Encompass Rehab # 125); Frank Neumann (right
knee replacement repair surgery pending): Tina Phillips (heart health issues 2 tests
results w/cardiologist Dr. 8/4); Sonja Rollins (internal health issues pill medication
rehab); Bob Scholfield (internal health issue repair surgery rehab); and Sue Setera
(fractured legs repairs surgeries & add’l fractured right foot rehab; add’l follow-up
w/orthopedic Dr. 5/21).

Prav - Parishioners (long term - hospital): No one.

Pray - Parishioners (long term - Hospice): No one.

Easter Attendance: 9am: 91 LESSONS FOR NEXT WEEK
10:30am: 31 Acts 2:1-21
Total : 142 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
YouTube: 44 Gospel-St. john 20:19-23



DINING & DONA TING

Fill up with great food &
we will donate 20% of your bill to

Shepherds LightHouse

Thursday May 28, 2026- 430pm-8pm
At 10401 US HWY 441
Belleview, Fl 34420
Phone # (352)347-3100

Donation percentage excludes tax & tip. Valid at this restaurant during
specified hours. Must present flyer in order to receive credit for
purchase. Flyers are not to be distributed in the restaurant or within the
perimeter of parking lot.
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HYMNS FOR SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2026

Quiet Moment- Good Soil-Choir

1. Where Charity and Love prevail ELW 359

2. The Risen Christ ELW 390

3. Communion: A. We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479 B. Lord, Enthroned in
Heavenly Splendor ELW 475

4. In Christ There is No East or West ELW 650



