Welcome to Worship with Holy Communion

Bringing Christ To All PeoPl®
Today And Every Day



GATHERING TOGETHER
WELCOME - Make a special effort to welcome our visitors!! Christ Lutheran
Church is a weapon, smoke, vape and tobacco free church and campus. We share
Joys, News, and Concerns.
PRELUDE
We take a quiet moment to prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.

GATHERING HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM - Stand As You Are Able
YOUTH/YOUNG IN SPIRIT MESSAGE

APOSTOLIC GREETING

(P] The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the love of GOD our Father, and
the communion of The Holy Spirit be with you all!

And also with you!

CONFESSION

[P) Blessed be The Holy Trinity, = One God, who journeys with us these forty
days, and sustains us with the gift of grace!

Amen!

P) Let us acknowledge before God our Father and one another our need for re-
pentance and mercy!
Silence for reflection and self-examination

(P} Holy God our Father,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your Holy Word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we
spoil rather than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to
heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as
we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen!

(P) Hear the Good News: God our Father so loved His world that He gave His
only Son, so that all may receive life. This promise is for all of us! God our Fa-
ther embraces us with His Divine Mercy, ¥ forgives us in His Son Jesus’ Holy
Name, and revives us in The Holy Spirit's power!

Amen!

SHARING THE WORD
PRAYER OF THE DAY
[P} Let us pray!

Lord God our Father, our strength, the struggle between good and evil
rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you
tempt us with empty promises. By The Holy Spirit’s power, keep us steadfast
in your Holy Word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and The Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen!



PRAYER FOR THE WORLD
[P) Let us pray!

Let us pray for all victims of any forms of violence, terror, human traffick-
ing, and all displaced peoples; all victims of ethnic, racial, gender, sexual, po-
litical, and religious discrimination and violence; all victims of natural disas-
ters or human made disasters; all victims of war or warlike activity, conflict,
oppression and strife including in Gaza, Israel and Ukraine; and for Jesus’
Gospel to reach the Hindu Kurmi People in India. Gracious GOD our Father
of healing and wholeness, through the power of The Holy Spirit, bring relief
in every way you see fit for those impacted by natural disasters, human made
disasters, conflicts, persecutions and wars. Empower all peoples to reach out
to those impacted through the healing power of Jesus Christ. GOD our Fa-
ther, -+ Son and Holy Spirit, we admit our human frailties and recognize we
live in a fallen creation. Restore us each and every way as you see fit so that
your will is done. In Jesus’ Holy Name we pray. Amen!

SCRIPTURE HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM
GOSPEL - Stand As You Are Able
SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED - Stand As You Are Able
P] Living together in faith, trust, and hope, let us confess our faith together!

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 1
believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
The Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell. On the third day
He rose again; He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in
The Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen!

THE BANQUET

COMMUNION LITURGY

(P) Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened
His arms to all.

- In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is My
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of Me.

- Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of Me.

- Remembering, therefore, His death, resurrection, and ascension, we await
His coming in glory.

- Pour out The Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

- Through Him, with Him, in Him, in the unity of The Holy Spirit, all glory
and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever!

Amen!
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LORD’S PRAYER - SING

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P} Come to the Banquet, for all is now ready!

Thanks be to God!

All Baptized Christians who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are wel-
come at the Lord's Table. We receive His continuing forgiving presence in our
lives, along with His mercy, salvation, and promise of eternal life. You are also
invited to come forward for a blessing. Pick up a communion wine cup from the
cup stand. Receive the host bread from the Communion Assistant and the wine
from the Pastor. Tell the Communion Assistant if you prefer gluten-free bread
and the Pastor if vou prefer grape juice. Return your used cup to the tray from
the Communion Assistant.

HOLY COMMUNION HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM

TABLE BLESSING

(P} The Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and
keep us in His grace now and forever!

Amen!

THE SENDING

BLESSING - SING - Stand As You Are Able

Blessed be the Name of the Lord; He is worthy to be praised and adored;
So we lift up holy hands in one accord, singing, “Blessed be the Name,
blessed be the Name, blessed be the Name of the Lord!” We are Jesus
strong! Amen!

WY

SENDING HYMN/CHOIR ANTHEM

FINAL SENDING

[P) Continue to bring Christ to all people today and everyday! Go in Peace! Share
the good news!

We will with thanks to GOD! Amen!
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LESSONS & FINANCIALS

First Sunday in Lent, February 22, 2026

Christ Lutheran Church
15699 SE 80th Avenue
Worship Services Summerfield, FL 34491
. with Holy Communion 352-307-6900
. At 9:00 am & 10:30am Mailing Address
P.O. Box 693,

Summerfield, FL 34492
Website:christlutheranchurchelcm.org

Bringing Christ To All People Today
And Every Day

GOSPEL: St. Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the
Son of God His Father, He endures the testing of the evil one.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 4th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. *He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. *The tempter came
and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of
bread.” “But he answered, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God." *Then the devil took him to the holy city and
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, °saying to him, "If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down; for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you,'
and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone." "Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test."" *Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the king-
doms of the world and their splendor; *and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if
you will fall down and worship me." '°Jesus said to him, "Awa?/ with you, Satan! for it
is written, "Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him." "'Then the devil left him,
and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator,
creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes
would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked.

BThe LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and
keep it. "°And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every
tree of the garden; '"but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." **"Now the serpent was more crafty
than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman,



"Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" *The woman said to the
serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; *but God said, "'You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall Jyou touch it,
or you shall die." *But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; *for God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil." *So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
she took of 1 1ts fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her,
and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 32
Mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. (Ps. 32:10)

"Happy are they whose transgressmns are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
*Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there ! is no gmle'
*While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning ' all day long.
*For your hand was heavy upon me ! day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.
*Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- ! ceal my guilt.
I said, "I will confess my transgressmns to the LORD." Then you
forgave me the guilt | of my sin.
STherefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in ! time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts ' of dehverance
1 will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you I with my eye.
’Do not be like horse or mule, which have no ! understanding;
who must be fitted Wlth bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you."
"Great are the tribulations ' of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust ! in the LORD.
"Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice ! in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are ! true of heart.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 5:12-19

Through Adam's disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death,
from which we cannot free ourselves. In Jesus’ obedient death, God our Father gra-
ciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.

(D) “Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and

so death spread to all because all have sinned—"sin was indeed in the world before

the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. *Yet death exercised dominion
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from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of
Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. "But the free gift is not like the tres-
pass. For if the many died through the one man's trespass, much more surely have the
grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for
the many. '®And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin. For the judg-
ment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brings justification. '"If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of
grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man,
Jesus Christ. '®Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemna’uon for all, so one
man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. *For just as by the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the
many will be made righteous.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

*But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; *for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."”



FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS for 2/22/2026 BULLETIN

Operating
Funds

Balance @ 01/01/26 $ 80,182
YTD Income $ 56,808
YTD Expenses $ 57,474
Balance @ 2/15/2026 $ 79,516

Offering for 2/15/2026
Operating Fund $ 4,280
Loose $ 76
Mortgage Fund $ 1,595

Designated Giving:

- Food For The Poor $ 115
- Salvation Army $ 15
- Lutheran World Relief $ 10
- ELCM Missions $ 10
- Fellow ship $ 4
- Feed My Starving Children $ 1,085
Total Offering $ 7,190
FMSC Net Fundraising for 2026 Pack: $ 19,510
Mortgage Debt Balance as of 1/26/2026 $ 804,905

Note: K anyone would like further details on Church financials, please

see Barb LeFevre, Treasurer.




CHURCH INFORMATION & EVENTS, February 22, 2026

Meetings—Tuesday, Feb, 24-Pastor’s Grief Group-2pm. Michele Harney, 352-307-6900.

Planning For The Future-Congregation please join us for a free catered lunch on Sunday,
March 8 at 12pm to discuss the planning of the future for CLC. Sign up sheet is on the table
in the Narthex. Pastor Dave Connell, 352-307-6900.

Giving Statements- If you need a 2025 Giving Statement please contact Kay Bertzyk, 352
-245-0346, Financial Secretary.

Feed My Starving Children-The net proceeds collected to date are $19, 510 towards our
January 2026 goal of $35,000 goal. Mark Ferrera, FMSC Chair, 407-616-1576.

Hearing Aid Devices-We have Auracast (Blue Tooth) and T Coil. In case your connection
isn’t working we have some really nice headphones you can use. Joe Pence, Facilities Man-
ager, 352-307-6900.

2026 Updated Council-President-Joel Best, Vice President-Patty Judd, Secretary-Diane
Beavers, Treasurer-Barb LeFevre, Pastor Dave Connell, 352-307-6900.

2026 UPCOMING EVENTS AT CLC

BP CLINIC-3vd Sunday
(hibdrer & Yeulk Wirishy ~ of the Monthv
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UPCOMING EVENTS

TODAY, Sunday, Feb. 22-Juke Box Bingo-Social-1:30pm, Bingo-2pm, Tickets $10
(FMSC)

Sunday, March 15-Elvis Returns (Pastor Derrel)-Social-2pm, Show-3pm Free Will
Offering (FMSC)

Saturday, March 21-Celebrate Easter-3-5pm (Youth Ministry)
Friday, April 10-Juke Box Bingo-Social-4:30pm, Bingo-5pm, Tickets $10 (FMSC)

Sunday, May 17-Jeff Gwaltney Concert-Social 2pm, Concery-3pm Free Will Offer-
ing (FMSC)

Saturday, May 23-End od School Bash-3-5pm (Youth Ministry)
Sunday, June 14-Juke Box Bingo-Social-1:30pm, Bingo-2pm, Tickets-$10 (FMSC)

Friday, June 26 & Saturday, June 27-VBS--12-5pm (Y outh Ministry)
Sunday, July S-Patriotic Quilt Raffle (FMSC)

CONTACTS Medical & Prayer Shawl, Darlene
Baney, Coordinator, 419-367-0373.

G.I.F.T. Minister-Skyler Forsythe, 352
-299-5471 FMSC, Mark Ferrera,
Chair, 407-616-1576
Family Minister-Ashley Runyon, 980-
925-9959 Fellowship-Kay Bertzyk, 352-245-
0346 or Joe Capelli, 352-445-2616,
Co Chairs.




CHURCH INFORMATION & EVENTS CONTD.

Shepherd’s Light House-The housing section is
in need of baby wipes, paper towels, kitchen
garbage bags and black garbage bags. Also copy
paper is needed. Questions-Rosemary Ganci,
local Outreach Chair, 352-307-5952.

 Save a life
Give Blood

The Rock-Lake Weir Middle School is back in

session for the 2025-26 school year. They need Blood Mobile-10 people donat-
Deodorant for males and females, Shampoo & ed blood on December 28. The

Conditioner, as well as bars of soap. Carolyn next drive is _Sunday, February
Korpics, 352-693-8543, Coordinator. 22,2026 from 8-12:30pm. Link

for sign up-https:/
donor.oneblood.org/donor/

Prayer Shawls-In the Fellowship schedules/

Hall there are Prayer Shawls ready to drive_schedule/1541681. Cindy
be given to people who you feel might Kelly, Coordinator, 440-221-

like to wrap themselves in Prayer. 4027.

Please feel free to take one. Just let us

know where you sent it. Darlene Fellowship Ministry-Volunteers needed to
Baney, Coordinator, 419-367-0373. join our team. Many hands make light

work, so please join the Fellowship Ministry
Team. Call Joe Capelli (352-445-2616) or
Kay Bertzyk (352-245-0346, Fellowship
Co-Chairs.

House of Hope-This is a voluntary
facility to treat men with addiction in a
Christian based residential program. At
this time they need mens’ underwear,
toiletries and new bed pillows. Cindy
Kelly, Social Ministry Chair, 440-

221-4027.
Interfaith Free Clinic Medical
Center- needs any Over The Hands of Mercy Everywhere-
Counter medicines that are NOT Needed: Paper Towels, Paper
opeqeq and NOT expired. Cold Napkins & Toilet paper. Cindy
medicine, cough drops, regular Kelly, Social Ministry Chair,
aspirin and low dose aspirin are 440-221-4027.

needed too. NO RX MEDS.

Michele Harney, Parish Admin-

istration Minister, 352-307-6900. Cell Phones-We will still be col-
lecting cell phones. They are taken

e Interfaith Shower to Interfaith. Michele Harney,
Domestic Violence Center  Ministry in Ocala- Parish Administration Minister,

(C.A.S.A).‘-We are collecting for the home!ess. We 323 307-6900.

items at this time. They need ~ collect supplies: bath

Cleaning Supplies, Hygiene towels and wash St. Theresa Roman Catholic
Items, Diapers and Wipes cloths, all hygiene Church Food Pantry-Thank you

. roducts, men's socks  for continuing to donate. Keep those
Paper Towels, Paper Napkins P . . g - heep
P P P and underwear, Su-  Jonations coming. Non-perishable

e condiion busaess e st Shown . SUPDIS a1 ey need, Besure
is also needed. Cindy Kelly, Ministry Coordina- to check the expiration date. Ques-

Coordinator, 440-221-4027, tor, 352-674-9434.  fions ca! Pastor Dave Connell, 352
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We received a gift to the Mortgage Fund:

The Live Plant Garden Is Given:

To The Glory of God
&
In Memory Of: Bob Brennan (husband)
By: Joyce Brennan

We express Christian Sympathy to the family and friends of:

Coral Swiger - Parishioner Former Member who moved and not on our prayer list with fail-
ing internal health issues died.

Cards to: Trace (husband) & Cindy (daughter) White & Family 1517 South Greenleaf
Court Winter Springs. FL 32708

Celeﬁ%atlon
of Life

Walt Banev-Parishioner Celebration of Life is THIS Friday, February 27 at 11am at CLC.

Christine “Chris” Messersmith-Parishioner Celebration of Life is Friday, March 13 at
11am at CLC.




PRAYERS

Pray - Council, Ministry Team Leaders / Teams, and Parishioners - Today
for: Michele Harney; Karen Hedlund; Rick & Gwen Heinlein; David Henebry;
Carl & Janet Hohenberger: Curtis & Michelle Holm: Linda Holm; Pat Holman;
Henry & Delma Hopp;: Jim Hopper: Susan Hopper; and all baptized, confirmed,
married, memorialized, new parishioners, and all at Christ Lutheran Church.

Give Thanks - Healing: Shirley Denny (fractured right hip repair surgery rehab -
OK); Perry Olyer (lung health issues PET scan results - OK); and Judi Simmons
(3™ recent heart health issues heart arrhythmia health issues rehab - OK).

Pray - Parishioners (short term): Michele Harney (heart health issues heart cath
3/18 - The Villages Hosp.); Patricia “Pat™ Holman (internal health issues test
pending); Pam Jamieson (internal health issues rehab); Dave Judd (heart aorta
valve repair surgery rehab - Ocala Reg. Hosp. # 2009); Frank Neumann (right
knee replacement repair surgery pending); Perry Olyer (back spinal discs repair
surgery 3/9 - Shands Hosp.); and Sue Setera (fractured legs repairs surgeries rehab
- Ocala Reg. Hosp. # 401).

Pray - Parishioners (long term - hospital): No one.

Pray - Parishioners (long term - Hospice): John Simmons (Summerfield, FL).

LESSONS FOR NEXT WEEK
Attendance: 9am: 89 : .
Genesis 12:1-4a
10:30am: 52  Total : 141
YouTube: 19 Psalm 121
; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
ASH WEDNESDAY-50 Gospel-St. John 3:1-17
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HYMNS FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026
Quiet Moment-Open My Eyes, That I May See-Choir

1. O Lord, throughout These Forty Days ELW 319

2. O Lord, Now Let Your Servant ELW 313

3. Communion-A. Jesus, Keep ME NEAR the Cross ELW 335 B. Bless Now, O God,
the Journey

4. Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land ELW 333



