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Antioch Garden Club is a member of  Garden Club of 

Illinois, Inc.; Central Region Garden Club, District IX and 

National Garden Clubs, Inc. Officers: President-Holly 

Markwart Swehla, Co-Vice Presidents-Susan Ullrich & Betty 

Sprovieri, Secretary-Chris Priller, Treasurer-Jennifer 

Wittenberg  The Garden Dirt is published electronically nine 

times a year, emailed to members and posted online: 

https://antiochgardenclub.org/ 

 

CALENDAR  
Nov. 8—General Mtg. 1 p.m., Dolly Spiering 

Center, doors open 12:30 p.m. 

Nov. 19—Board Meeting, 6 p.m., Dolly Spiering 

Center  

Nov. 22—Wreath-decorating, 9 a.m., Dolly 

Spiering Center 

Dec. 13—General Meeting, 1 p.m., Dolly Spiering 

Center, doors open 12:30 p.m. 

Birthdays: 
11/1—Donna Rieter 

11/10—Judy Caldwell 

11/14—Betty Collins 

11/14—Dawn Stary 

Find out how to join and see more stories, 

photos, past newsletters, and much more:  

Website: Antiochgardenclub.org 

Facebook: Antioch Garden Club-Antioch IL 

President’s Column 

W 
hoosh! Just like that ... here it is 

the end of October. The gardens 

have stopped growing, but they 

are still pretty! We are starting 

the "leave the leaves" in our gardens. As climate 

change is happening right before our very eyes, we 

feel it's important to do our part to protect the little 

fellows! Many little invertebrates depend on the 

hollow stems to over winter. We will be removing 

some annuals as needed as we go. As a club, we 

want to promote the ideas of sound horticulture 

practices. Even though our gardens are a beauty to 

behold, we must do our part for the little guys. More 

information to come on leaving the leaves. 

On to our early fall/winter goings on! The November 

program is “Tabletops and tablescapes” presented by 

Kathi Rose. I can’t wait to see this! 

We plan to be in the village Christmas 

Parade, Friday, Nov. 28. Hopefully, whoever orders 

the weather will be kinder to us than last year. 

November Meeting: Program 

“Tabletops and Tablescapes,” by 

Kathi Rose. Learn how to create a 

tablescape that reflects your event 

and personality. Learn how to use a 

combination of components: china, 

glassware and floral accents. 

Just a reminder, the December 

meeting will be something 

different—wear your pajamas, and 

we’ll enjoy hot cocoa and other treats 

to celebrate the season. 

November Hospitality & Raffle: 

Hostess Cindy Cartner with June 

Miller, Joyce Kufalk, Betty Sprovieri 

——See President’s Column,  cont. on page 4 

https://antiochgardenclub.org/
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-Nancy Colby, Publicity Chair 

Social & Community Happenings 

Mark Your Calendar   
 

T 
he weather has changed. Winter is coming. It was a great gardening season, 

and now we look forward to a great winter season. With that in mind, here 

are two fun events you’ll want to be part of, so make sure the dates are on 

your calendar! 

 

Christmas Parade & Tree Lighting 

6:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 28 

 

If you participated last year, you’ll remember 

it was cold but a lot of fun.  If you didn’t 

participate last year, here’s another chance!  

The parade route is from Park Avenue to 

Orchard.  We’ll have a truck or flatbed if you 

want to ride and of course we’ll have walkers.  

There is no further information on the parade 

from the Village of Antioch yet. It’s not even 

time to sign up but we want to be ready.  For 

now, just mark your calendar! 

 
Jane Buck & Betty Collins enjoying last year’s parade 
 

Festival of Trees  

On display Dec. 5-20 

The Village of Antioch skipped this event 

last year but it’s back. This will be our third 

year of participation. Remember we won 1st 

Place with our Save the Monarch tree?  

 

Let’s gear up to do it again! Any suggestions 

for a theme will be welcomed! It’s not time 

to sign up for this one either but we’ll be 

ready!  Mark your calendar! 
 

Our 1st Place 2023 Winner —Save the Monarch 
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Antioch Garden Club General Meeting Minutes Oct. 11, 2025 
 

WELCOME:  President Holly Swehla, President   CALL TO ORDER:  12:55 p.m. 
 

Pledge of Allegiance & Garden Clubs of Illinois Pledge: Located on p. ii of the yearbook or on 
backs of our nametags. 
 
Meeting paused for program: “Don’t squash the bug,” by James Rowan. 
 
Holly thanked the speaker for his wonderful presentation and then resumed the meeting. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: 
Minutes from the September 13, 2025 meeting were published in the October newsletter. NOTE a 
correction via an email from member Barb Gollwitzer: Under Monarch Initiative, “tea party viewing” 
should be replaced with “another garden party similar to the one that we had with the waystation at the 
old township location.”  

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
The August 2025 Treasurer’s Report was published in the October newsletter. 
Jennifer Wittenberg reported the current balance is $8,350.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE: No report. 

AUDIT: No report. 

BYLAWS: The revised bylaws are in the current yearbook 

HISTORIAN: No report. 

HORTICULTURE: George Weckbacher is the new Horticulture Chair. George thanked the 
membership for the opportunity to serve and asked for guidance as he learns his new responsibilities. 

HOSPITALITY: Betty Sprovieri thanked the hosts for this meeting and said Cindy Cartner will serve as 
lead in November. There is one spot still open for December. 

MEMBERSHIP: Attendance was 26 members and one guest. Carol Zwiazek thanked Jennifer 
Wittenberg and Nancy Zitkus for their help at the membership table and said more members could be 
helpful at future meetings. Carol showed the new name tags and said they will be available at the 
November meeting. 

NOMINATING: Jane Buck will serve as chair of this committee. 

PHILANTHROP/ARBOR DAY: No report. 
 
PROGRAMS: Betty Sprovieri said the program for November will be “Tabletops and Tablescapes.” 
 
PUBLICITY: No report.  

 Newsletter: The October newsletter is out. The deadline for the November issue is Oct. 26. 

 Website: All updates have been made to the website. 

 Yearbook: No report. 

 
——Minutes, continued on page 5 
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 September AGC Treasurer’s Report 

                               Respectively Submitted by Jennifer Wittenberg, Treasurer 

 

President’s Column (continued from p. 1) 

Dang!!!! That was coooollllddd! I believe I hear we will be having a weak La 

Niña winter weather pattern this year, which means colder, wetter conditions. 

The Festival of Trees is back this year after taking last year off. Our wonderful 

creative elves are working on this. BTW, I have a 13-gallon tote full of pine cones 

if anyone can make use of them! 

Of course, at this time of year, I am already thinking of next year! George Weckbacher is our new 

Horticulture Committee chair, and he is looking for anyone wanting to be on the committee. Please 

contact George directly. It's really our main focus! 

Remember ... bloom where you are planted! 
                        —Holly Swehla, President 
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 Facebook: The Facebook page currently has 536 followers. 

SCHOLARSHIP: There is $5,000 in the Nancy Zitkus Scholarship Fund thanks to the donation 
from the Zitkus family. There will be $2,000 given in scholarships for each of the next five years. 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS: No report. 

WREATH DECORATING: No report. 

MONARCHS: See Barb Gollwitzer’s correction to Sept. minutes under Secretary’s Report. 

WAYS AND MEANS: PLANT SALE: No report. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Betty Sprovieri has spoken with Culver’s and suggested another work night fundraiser there. 

Norma Lucansky suggested we may want to approach Happy’s Carwash for a fundraiser. 

Dorisss, the rock snake in the Mini-Park, will be left in place this winter rather than removing her. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

RAFFLE  

MEETING ADJOURNED at 3:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Nancy Colby, Public Relations Chair 
Substituting for Chris Priller, Secretary 
 

 

 

—Minutes, continued from p. 3 

 Hospitality Committee still needs two people to volunteer to host at the February meeting. 

Contact Sharon Pendergast, duffysjetwaytravel@gmail.com. 

 Committee chair openings: Ways and Means Committee and Publicity need new chairs.  

 Volunteer hours: Remember to track your volunteer hours—in our gardens, at events, etc.—

and report them to Donna Rieter, jdrieter@sbcglobal.net. 

 Monthly board meetings (see yearbook for schedule) - all are welcome. Chairpersons are 

asked to report on their committees, but not expected to if their committee isn’t currently 

active (think plant sale). 

 Wreath-decorating is coming up Saturday, Nov. 22. Club members get together at the Dolly 

Spiering Center (formerly the Senior Center) to decorate live wreaths and swags for display at 

various locations throughout Antioch, including public buildings and senior apartments. No 

experience necessary! Bring your glue guns/glue if you have some, scissors, and creative 

holiday spirit! 

News  Briefs 
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Horticulture Committee Report by George Weckbacher 
 

Preparing Your Garden for Winter and Beyond 

Are you ready for winter? 

A 
s fall arrives, it’s an essential time to focus on gar-

den maintenance and preparation for the colder 

months ahead. One of the primary tasks during 

this season is cleaning up your garden. This in-

cludes pruning away any dead or damaged branches, digging 

up and storing plants that are not hardy enough to survive the winter, and taking steps to protect 

your perennials from the upcoming cold. However, before you clean and store your gardening 

tools for the season, consider your plans for your garden next year. 

Dividing and transplanting perennials 

Before the ground freezes, now is an excellent opportunity to divide and transplant many of your 

perennial plants to new locations where you would like them to grow next year. Dividing perenni-

als not only helps manage overcrowding—which can diminish blooms 

over time—but also promotes healthier and more vibrant flowering. If 

you enjoy sharing your plants with friends or neighbors, this is the ideal 

time to do so, allowing the transplants to acclimate before winter truly 

sets in. 

Planning and planting bulbs 

This season is also perfect for selecting and planting bulbs that will 

bloom in the coming spring and summer. There is a wide variety of 

bulbs to choose from, each offering the promise of color from the 

first thaw through to later in the year. The timing, color, and place-

ment of these bulbs are entirely up to you, making it possible to add your personal touch to the 

garden. Bulbs can provide a welcome burst of color while you wait for your favorite perennial 

plants to bloom. 

Winter planning and garden dreams 

Once you have completed your fall tasks and settled into winter mode, you can turn your atten-

tion to planning next year’s garden. Winter is the perfect time to dream about the beautiful annu-

als you might plant to bring vibrant color to your garden throughout the growing season. 
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F 
all is upon us. Many of us have already started readying our gardens for their winter rest. 

A warm blanket of leaves will help newly-planted and established perennials survive dry-

ing winds and severe cold temps.  

Leaf litter and spent material play an important role in the life cycle of butterflies, moths, 

bees and birds. Many pollinators over-winter in leaf litter, and some use hollow plant stems as nest-

ing sites. 

 

Clearwing moths and Luna moths climb down from their host 

plants and pupate in the soil, forming sturdy cocoons that blend 

in with the leaf litter. Individuals that pupate late in the season 

will over-winter beneath the leaves and emerge as adults the fol-

lowing spring. 

 

The Baltimore Checkerspot caterpillar over-winters in leaf lit-

ter. Near the end of October, fully grown caterpillars that have 

not yet entered the pupal stage, move out of their web and into 

the leaf litter, where they roll up in leaves and debris to hiber-

nate through the winter. 

 

Mason and Leafcutter bees use the hollow stems of previous 

year's plants, such as Joe Pye Weed for their nests. The solitary female bee provides food in her nest 

with food for the offspring. 

Some can't get past the untidy, yet natural, appearance of leav-

ing the leaves. Those might consider a compromise by clearing 

debris just from the front yard area gardens, while leaving un-

seen backyard areas natural. You could rake some back against 

your home's foundation also. 

 

Mother Nature has a plan, and it's been working fine since day one. Let her work her magic! 

 

 

Leave the Leaves! by Cindy Cartner 
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