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Rationale 
Access to healthcare for LGBTQ+ people throughout the entire world is nowhere near equal and in many places people who identify as LGBTQ+ are often discriminated against or ignored within their home state’s healthcare system. Also, there are continued hate crimes and criminal punishments throughout the world for identifying as LGBTQ+, and in many countries where they are legally protected, they are often still dealing with cultural boundaries. The UN declares to fight for equal human rights worldwide and one of the most pressing issues is LGBTQ+ representation within and quality access to healthcare no matter where they are living.  
Background of the Topic 
LGBTQ+ rights have just recently become a part of legislation within countries. Currently, approximately only 1.2 billion people within the world have access to same sex marriage, which is just 15% of the population (1). On top of not having equal rights worldwide as heterosexual people, “LGBT people are nearly four times more likely than non-LGBT people to be victims of violent crimes” (2). That statistic is from the US, a country known for having more rights for LGBTQ+ people than many other places. Ultimately, the discrimination and crime LGBTQ+ people deal with impacts their daily lives. Less medical spending and research is dedicated to them, and the 21st century marks the first time that new research is being dedicated to transgender and LGBTQ+ healthcare options. The first time LGBTQ+ rights were a part of a United Nations meeting was in 2011 and expressed the concern of worldwide violence against LGBTQ+ people (3). Since then, LGBTQ+ rights have been involved in many UN legislations and resolutions, but only a few have made a substantial change.  
Contemporary Evidence of the Topic 
A contemporary example of LGBTQ+ discrimination is within Poland. Poland currently ranks last out of EU nations for LGBTQ+ people (4). Poland is a majority Catholic nation, and due to the extreme influence of Catholic leaders, a large amount of anti-LGBTQ+ ideas are being spread throughout the nation. Although, there are many other countries where people are being killed and attacked daily for being LGBQ+, it is important to notice the homophobia and transphobia within Poland even though it is so close to some of the most LGBTQ+ progressive countries.  
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Note to the Delegates 
Esteemed delegates, we are honored to have the opportunity to moderate a conference on such a pertinent issue being LGBTQ+ protection and access to healthcare. We have also included some questions for the delegates to ponder as they are preparing for the debate. For example, what is the importance of religion within this topic? How does this topic specifically affect transgender and non-binary people? Finally, what are ways to truly protect LGBTQ+ people from hate crimes and discrimination worldwide? Feel free to reach out if you have any questions! My email is hirme-25@rhodes.edu.  
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