
CALL IT A GENOCIDE
THE TIGRAY GENOCIDE

Today, in 2021, there is a full scale genocide happening in our global “backyard.” Hundreds of 
thousands have been killed, thousands have been raped, and millions are on the verge of dying 
due to a man-made famine. Yet, for 10 months, the international community has been unwilling 
to take measurable action to help end these crimes against humanity. Moreover, the United 
Nations and its member states have been hesitant to take the step of labelling these crimes 
what they are - genocide.

The people of Tigray, the northernmost region in the Ethiopian highlands, have been living in the 
midst of a  genocide for over 300 days. On November 4, 2020, Ethiopia’s Prime Minister, Abiy 
Ahmed Ali, masked the arrests and assassinations of opposition party leaders in Tigray as a 
“law and order operation”.. This “operation” quickly turned into a full blown genocide, with, as 
the UN referred to, the “worst cascade of human rights setbacks in our lifetimes.” Immediately 
after Ahmed's war proclamation, Tigrayans faced an onslaught of attacks from both the federal 
Ethiopian forces and the neighboring Eritrean forces. Their intent? To wipe out Tigrayans for 100 
years.

Rather than label these crimes a genocide, the international community has been relatively 
tepid about calling the atrocities in Tigray exactly what they are. Instead, it's been referred to as 
a: conflict, civil war, crisis, insurgence, etc.  What is currently happening in Tigray is a campaign 
with the explicit intent to decimate an entire people based on their ethnicity. This report will 
provide evidence to make the case for calling what has been happening in Tigray by its name: 
genocide. 

THE TRIPARTITE ALLIANCE 
The current war on Tigray is the result of three years of meticulous planning by Abiy Ahmed Ali 
and his subordinates in the Amhara expansionist camp, in conjunction with the government of 
Eritrea headed by dictator-for-life Isaias Afeworki. This evil tripartite alliance organized a 
complete genocide against the people of Tigray under the guise of a ‘peace deal’ in 2018. It is 
now widely believed Abiy Ahmed Ali furiously petitioned to receive the nobel peace prize to 
ensure a cover for his planned attack on Tigray. 

GENOCIDE: THE DEFINITION

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jun/21/un-warns-of-worst-cascade-of-human-rights-setbacks-in-our-lifetimes
https://apnews.com/article/europe-ethiopia-africa-ffd3dc3faf15d0501fd87cafe274e65a
https://apnews.com/article/europe-ethiopia-africa-ffd3dc3faf15d0501fd87cafe274e65a
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr25/4569/2021/en/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/07/africa/abiy-ahmed-ethiopia-tigray-conflict-cmd-intl/index.html
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The UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide defines genocide as “any 
of the following acts committed to destroy in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group”:

1. Killing members of the group;
2. Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
3. Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical 

destruction in whole or in part;
4. Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; or
5. Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Neighboring Eritrean and Ethiopian Defense Forces have shown genocidal intent in the first four 
out of the five violations outlined in the U.N. Convention.What differentiates genocide from other 
crimes against humanity is the proof of intent. The intent in the Tigray Genocide is made clear 
when Ethiopia Vowed to Wipe Out Tigrayan People 'for 100 Years,' as told directly to the EU 
special envoy to Ethiopia, Pekka Haavisto. This intent is also clearly visible in the graffiti and 
writing left behind throughout Tigray, in areas that were occupied as military housing by 
Ethiopian and Eritrean forces.

By labeling this genocide accordingly, the international community will be positioned  to prevent 
further atrocities from happening, and hold perpetrators responsible for their crimes. Millions are 
currently at risk of dying from a man made famine in Tigray, thus the urgency regarding labeling 
the conflict a genocide is of extreme importance. 

10 Stages of Genocide 
Genocide Watch categorizes genocide in 10, often escalating, stages ranging from 
Classification to Denial. All 10 stages of genocide have occurred, and continue to occur, 
independently and simultaneously over the past 10 months of the Tigray Genocide. All of these 
atrocities were perpetrated against Tigrayans by ENDF (Ethiopia’s Federal Army), EDF 
(Eritrea’s Federal Army), Amhara Fano (vigilante youth group), and Amahra local militias on the 
orders and request of the Ethiopian federal government.  

STAGE 1 
CLASSIFICATION (TIGRIGNA SPEAKERS/"ትግርኛ ተናጋሪዎች")
In Rwanda, before their infamous genocide, a report issued by the chief of staff of the Rwandan 
Armed Forces defined the principal enemy as: 

“the Tutsi inside or outside the country, extremist and nostalgic for power, who have 
NEVER recognized and will NEVER recognize the realities of the 1959 social revolution 
and who wish to reconquer power by all means necessary, including arms.” 

The report continued:  
“Tutsi was used as an equivalent to “enemy” and it said that Tutsi were unified behind a 
single ideology: Tutsi hegemony.” 

https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml
https://www.theeagleonline.com/article/2021/07/opinion-call-the-tigray-crisis-a-genocide
https://www.theeagleonline.com/article/2021/07/opinion-call-the-tigray-crisis-a-genocide
https://www.newsweek.com/ethiopia-vowed-wipe-out-tigrayan-people-100-years-eu-official-says-1601950
https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/rest-of-the-world-news/ethiopia-leaders-said-theyre-going-to-wipe-out-tigrayans-for-100-years-says-eu-envoy.html
https://twitter.com/eyderp/status/1401207838458974216
https://twitter.com/TghatMedia/status/1433736472943865881?s=20
https://www.hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/what-is-genocide/the-ten-stages-of-genocide/
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/backgrounder/africa/rwanda0406/4.htm%23_ftn10
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/backgrounder/africa/rwanda0406/4.htm%23_ftn10
https://www.hrw.org/legacy/backgrounder/africa/rwanda0406/4.htm%23_ftn10
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This line of reasoning is what Abiy Ahmed and accomplices have used since 2018 when 
referring to Tigrayans. If one were to replace 1959 with 2018, and “Tutsi” with “Tigrinya 
speakers”, “Woyane” or “Junta”, it becomes very easy to see the stark parallels between the 
Rwanda and Tigray Genocides. The following is only a brief series of events that are 
incontrovertible markers for this first stage of a genocide.

● The Ethiopian government produced and issued a series of documentaries with the aim 
to target and solely blame one ethnic group, Tigrayans, for all the ills that occurred over 
roughly the last three decades. In these documentaries all Tigrayans who were referred 
to as “Tigrinya speakers”  were highlighted as the perpetrators of  manufactured human 1

rights violations and inhumane treatment.  
● It was evident that the term “Tigrinya speakers” was coined to deliberately alienate 

Tigrayans. This classification was repeatedly used by official press releases from the 
Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF).

● Abiy Ahmed, in his parliamentary speech of November 30,የካቲት 16 ቀን 2013... - FDRE 
Defense Force - የኢፌዴሪ መከላከያ ሠራዊት 2020, falsely reported that 80% of the 
ENDF headquarters staff and 100% of commanders and their deputies at all the 
command posts in Ethiopia were Tigrayans. He also claimed that all the mechanized 
divisions were 100% led by Tigrayans and that 80% of division leaders in the infantry 
were also Tigrayans. The government pushed a dangerous narrative that a mere 5% of 
the Ethiopian population was controlling 95% of Ethiopia with the intent to further isolate 
Tigrayans from other Ethiopians and Ethiopia as a whole.  

● Additionally, Tigrayans were also depicted as corrupt and untrustworthy leeches that 
suck Ethiopia dry in the name of industry. 

● Daniel Kibret one of p.m. Abiy Ahmed Ali’s closest advisors gave a speech, in which he 
said of Tigrayans "They should be erased and disappeared from historical records. A 
person who wants to study them should find nothing about them. Maybe he can find out 
about them by digging in the ground,"

STAGE 2 
SYMBOLIZATION 

● Since his ascension to power, Abiy Ahmed has made numerous public statements 
demonizing the people of Tigray and their legally elected officials, political party, and 
regional government, which amounts to hate speech.

● Abiy Ahmed and his supporters continually refer to Tigrayans as the “outsiders/ tsegure 
lewitt”; this othering is continuously used by officials, media personalities, and echoed by 
the general public.

● There has been, and continues to be, an ongoing concerted media campaign alienating 
and blaming the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) as the solitary source of all 
social and political problems in the “27 years of darkness,” as was described by Abiy 
Ahmed to his supporters in the diaspora.  The truth of the matter is that the TPLF was 

 Tigrigna speakers are called ትግርኛ ተናጋሪዎች, pronounced Tigrigna tenagariwoch. 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cLnluaNq3qE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuGKmclKGT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5a4-SPMwaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5a4-SPMwaw
https://www.facebook.com/fdredefense.official/posts/1092974767887931
https://www.facebook.com/fdredefense.official/posts/1092974767887931
https://www.facebook.com/fdredefense.official/posts/1092974767887931
https://www.facebook.com/fdredefense.official/posts/1092974767887931
https://youtu.be/y7GCiixbUOY?t=4631
https://youtu.be/y7GCiixbUOY?t=4631
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYs4pQX-6Ek
https://news.yahoo.com/us-blasts-dangerous-rhetoric-ally-172715488.html
https://news.yahoo.com/us-blasts-dangerous-rhetoric-ally-172715488.html
https://youtu.be/c5cygal4adE?t=3999
https://youtu.be/c5cygal4adE?t=3999
https://youtu.be/c5cygal4adE?t=3999
https://www.facebook.com/100029050067851/videos/369291697382496/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/05/world/africa/ethiopia-war-tigray.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/05/world/africa/ethiopia-war-tigray.html
https://youtu.be/c5cygal4adE?t=3999
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5cygal4adE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9d1wbQvXXpc
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only one of the four parties that comprised the EPRDF party that ruled Ethiopia for 27 
years since 1991.

● Abiy also tried to discredit the renowned and widely respected ex general Hayelom 
Araya (who is Tigrayan), by mocking his assassination. 

STAGE 3 
DISCRIMINATION

● Ethnic profiling of Tigrayans began shortly after Abiy came to power and further 
intensified at the start of the genocidal campaign in Tigray. It had escalated to such a 
degree that Tigrayans living throughout Ethiopia were targeted, harassed and arrested 
for speaking their language — Tigrinya.

● The ethnic profiling, purging, discrimination, and abuse of Tigrayans  was widely 
reported from the onset of the war in November. This seemingly state-sponsored 
campaign was executed in all governmental organizations such as Ethio Telecom, 
Ethiopian Airlines, even going so far as the military and the police.

● This ethnic profiling also continued in Ethiopian missions and embassies where 
exclusively ethnic Tigrayans were recalled to Addis and some were imprisoned upon 
their return.

● Ethiopia has disarmed, jailed, tortured, and in some cases executed African Union 
Peacekeeping forces of Tigrayan origin. An internal United Nations document shows 
concern that Tigrayan troops are facing torture and execution.

● Ethiopia also used its influence to summarily dismiss Tigrayans hired by the African 
Union head office; the African Union has been complacent in this genocide, even going 
as far as firing Tigrayan employees based on their ethnicity as demanded by Ethiopia.

● Ethiopia has also used ethnic profiling to target Tigrayans in airports by banning them 
from outgoing flights and harassing them on their incoming flights,  

● Tigrayan owned businesses outside of Tigray have been closed en masse. 
● Tigrayans have been kicked out of their homes and “forcibly disappeared".
● Ethiopia has gone as far as arresting children younger than 3 years old for being 

Tigrayan. 

STAGE 4 
DEHUMANIZATION 

● Since Abiy Ahmed came to power, the terminology used to refer to Tigrayans and their 
legally elected party members include the ubiquitous “daylight hyena/ye’qen jib”, termites 
(according to Abiy’s devout followers), and “weeds'' that need to be crushed. The ENDF 
has gone so far as depicting TPLF as the devil’s reincarnation on its official pages.

● These dehumanizing terms are not just limited to government officials; they are also 
used publicly by influential individuals, media personalities, and activists.

● In trying to mobilize the Ethiopian people to wage war on Tigray, General Bacha Debele 
of the ENDF depicted the people of Tigray as inhuman savages and animals in a live 
interview that was simulcast on all TV channels in Ethiopia.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5cygal4adE
https://twitter.com/TigShallPrevail/status/1328409743518478338?s=20
http://awate.com/ethnic-profiling-tigrayans-ethiopia/
http://awate.com/ethnic-profiling-tigrayans-ethiopia/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2020/12/16/Ethnic-profiling-Tigray-tensions-Ethiopia
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/12/04/ethiopia-airlines-accused-ethnic-profiling-civil-war-tigray/
https://apnews.com/article/africa-race-and-ethnicity-racial-injustice-b1a97f2569592f499565bfb6e673dc3d
https://allafrica.com/stories/202102120752.html
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-ethiopia-conflict-somalia-exclusive/exclusive-ethiopia-says-disarms-tigrayan-peacekeepers-in-somalia-over-security-idUKKBN27Y1HZ
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-ethiopia-conflict-somalia-exclusive/exclusive-ethiopia-says-disarms-tigrayan-peacekeepers-in-somalia-over-security-idUKKBN27Y1HZ
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/11/23/un-ethiopia-purging-tigrayan-officers-peacekeeping-missions/
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/rest-of-africa/au-fires-security-chief-after-ethiopia-accuses-him-of-undermining-addis-ababa-3020530
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/rest-of-africa/au-fires-security-chief-after-ethiopia-accuses-him-of-undermining-addis-ababa-3020530
https://www.ft.com/content/ddfbac87-540b-4fb7-a813-29d7b3c8812f
https://www.ft.com/content/ddfbac87-540b-4fb7-a813-29d7b3c8812f
https://www.ft.com/content/ddfbac87-540b-4fb7-a813-29d7b3c8812f
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/trade-bureau-closes-hundreds-businesses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/18/ethiopia-ethnic-tigrayans-forcibly-disappeared
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-08-18/new-wave-of-ethiopian-detentions-of-tigrayans-includes-kids
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRI-grghRLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRI-grghRLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRI-grghRLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRI-grghRLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRI-grghRLI
https://twitter.com/GTWTW_Now/status/1375481419338764293?s=20
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/abiys-pledge-to-crush-weeds-of-tigray-raises-fears-of-genocide-in-ethiopia-sx0xkqb2v
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1022024241649651&id=654684251716987&p=30
https://twitter.com/OmnaTigray/status/1367656317494702080?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7PUQrrgWIo
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● State-sanctioned propaganda “documentaries” repeatedly portrayed TPLF as a barbaric 
and bloodthirsty entity with titles such as “The Junta’s blood-soaked hands “ የጁንታው 
የደም እጆች” which was, again, simulcast on all national television channels. 

● This dehumanization also has a striking similarity to the 1994 Rwandan Genocide; so 
much so that the long time Horn of Africa observer Rene Lefort noted “Only one very 
slight difference: these "termites' ' were called “cockroaches'' in Rwanda.”. The tragic 
irony is that the UN, EU, US, and the international community at large were 
commemorating Kwibuka 27, the anniversary of the Rwandan Genocide, while either 
turning a blind eye to or only paying lip service to the ongoing genocide in neighboring 
Tigray. 

STAGE 5 
ORGANIZATION

● Borders between Ethiopia and Eritrea were opened briefly in 2018, and were closed 
soon after because they proved too popular. The Eritrean government, it seemed, was 
displeased that Tigrayans and Eritreans were both elated by the opportunity to 
reconnect, and too many Eritreans used this opportunity to flee their government’s 
tyrannical rule. 

● Federal roads and thoroughfares to Tigray through the Amhara Regional State were 
closed three years ago by local youth and militia forces, with the tacit support of both the 
Federal and Amhara Regional State governments.  

● Telecommunication was immediately shut down, including internet, phone service and 
banking.  Thus allowing Ethiopia’s genocidal intent to take place in the dark.

STAGE 6 
POLARIZATION 

● State-owned media such as Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation, Ethiopian Press 
Agency, and the governing Prosperity Party affiliated outlets like Fana and Walta have 
repeatedly produced and broadcasted polarizing content in the form of news, 
documentaries, and misinformation.

● The most prominent from these polarizing media is the notorious US-EU-based ESAT 
TV that is known to have rallied for a genocidal campaign against the people of Tigray by 
calling on the “95% [Ethiopians] to rise up and eliminate the 5% [Tigrayans].”  The prime 
minister did not shy away from praising ESAT TV in the national parliament for its news 
coverage and analyses. 

● This call to exterminate the 5% is also a recurring call among Amhara militants. Media 
outlets have further broadcast and amplified this message in large government 
sponsored gatherings such as this one in Gonder.

● ESAT TV, the primary media outlet for the Amhara expansionist and “unitarists” camp in 
the diaspora also explicitly called for ‘drying the sea [the Tigray people] in order to catch 
the fish [the TPLF]. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzAWNAlZoBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzAWNAlZoBg
https://twitter.com/rene_renelefort/status/1380494279823462404
https://twitter.com/rene_renelefort/status/1380494279823462404
https://twitter.com/rene_renelefort/status/1380494279823462404
https://twitter.com/rene_renelefort/status/1380494279823462404
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-eritrea-idUSKCN1OR189
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-eritrea-idUSKCN1OR189
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/blocking-roads-and-prohibiting-grains-coming-tigray-grave-crime
https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disrupted-in-ethiopia-as-conflict-breaks-out-in-tigray-region-eBOQYV8Z
https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disrupted-in-ethiopia-as-conflict-breaks-out-in-tigray-region-eBOQYV8Z
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iKEgAQhXqAs&t=27s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHlMbRkvZzs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHlMbRkvZzs
https://twitter.com/tigistAA/status/1378859794652663809
https://twitter.com/ZekuZelalem/status/1077942912586051584?s=20
https://hornaffairs.com/2016/11/15/Ethiopia-Esat-Video-Genocide-People-Tigray/
https://hornaffairs.com/2016/11/15/Ethiopia-Esat-Video-Genocide-People-Tigray/
https://hornaffairs.com/2016/11/15/Ethiopia-Esat-Video-Genocide-People-Tigray/
lebeam x

https://tigrayactioncommittee.com/
https://tigrayactioncommittee.com/
https://tigrayactioncommittee.com/


● International media further aided the narrative by adding ‘Ethiopia is governed by a 
minority group that composes just 5-7% of the population.’ On its own, this is an 
innocuous enough statement, but as the final fact of any news article without providing 
any nuance or context, it frames millions of Tigrayan lives as irrelevant or disposable. 

● This dangerous narrative was also pushed by western pseudo-analysts such as 
Bronwyn Burton, who affirm that the west should not worry about Tigray, because they 
are a minority. 

STAGE 7 
PREPARATION 

● Abiy’s preparation for total war was accented by dismantling the EPRDF coalition AND  
restructuring the country's politics. Six months before what would end up looking like a 
scorched earth campaign on Tigray, Abiy Ahmed made his threats very clear if Tigray 
defied the indefinite postponement and proceeded with its constitutional regional 
elections as scheduled:  “Young people need not die, mothers need not cry or homes 
need not be destroyed or people displaced.” 

● Additionally, Abiy purged his military’s top brass of all Tigrayans in order to prepare for 
his war against Tigray. He further reconfigured the national army by pulling resources 
away from the Northern Command, which was based in Tigray. 

● General Se’are Mekonnen, Chief of Staff of the Ethiopian National Defense Forces 
(ENDF), who was an ethnic Tigrayan and the former head of the Northern Command 
was assassinated one year before the start of the war on Tigray.

● Eritrea’s Isayas Afeworki made multiple official trips to Ethiopia to conspire with Abiy 
Ahmed and plan their assault on Tigray. His visits included very public and disconcerting 
tours of several military and security installments. 

● The air force was prepared to wage total war on Tigray and a visit arranged to “deceive 
the enemy” as the Prime Minister would admit later in his parliamentary speech.

● In October 2020, Isaias Afeworki and his mentee, Abiy Ahmed, moved their respective 
armies to the borders of Tigray from all directions. 

● On November 2, 2020 dictator Isayas Afeworki’s government issued a provocative 
“Game Over” message through a press release issued on shabebiat.com. This 
statement prompted the EU to issue a statement calling for Ethiopia’s neighbors to 
reduce tension, eliminate inflammatory language and abstain from provocative military 
deployments.

● Abere Ademu, Chief Commissioner of the Amhara Regional State Police Commission, 
testified on television that Amhara forces retrieved members of ENDF’s steel-clad 
mechanized forces stationed near Humera and commanded them to return back “to face 
the enemy,” referring to the Tigray Defense Forces. 

● An ENDF military general corroborates the statement issued by the Amhara Regional 
State Police Commissioner, in a subsequent interview. 

● A large number of Ethiopian elite units had slowly trickled into Eritrea as part of a 
security pact between Abiy Ahmed and Eritrean dictator Isaias Afwerki, hidden from 
public view at an ad hoc base in Gherghera, on the outskirts of Asmara.

https://twitter.com/JamaicaTig/status/1364246820772188165?s=20
https://twitter.com/JamaicaTig/status/1364246820772188165?s=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eL6FyjnRz5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eL6FyjnRz5E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eL6FyjnRz5E
https://www.africaintelligence.com/eastern-and-southern-africa_politics/2021/02/22/abiy-purged-his-military-high-command-to-prepare-for-his-war-against-the-tplf,109645145-ge0
https://www.africaintelligence.com/eastern-and-southern-africa_politics/2021/02/22/abiy-purged-his-military-high-command-to-prepare-for-his-war-against-the-tplf,109645145-ge0
https://www.africaintelligence.com/eastern-and-southern-africa_politics/2021/02/22/abiy-purged-his-military-high-command-to-prepare-for-his-war-against-the-tplf,109645145-ge0
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/military-under-reform
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/military-under-reform
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/military-under-reform
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/ethiopias-army-chief-general-seare-mekonnen-shot-at-after-failed-coup-attempt-2057802
https://youtu.be/P_WaEWMTQ44?t=664
https://www.ethiopia-insight.com/2020/02/12/game-over-for-ethnic-federalism-isaias/
https://addisstandard.com/news-alert-all-parties-as-well-as-ethiopias-neighbors-must-act-to-reduce-tension-eliminate-inflammatory-language-and-abstain-from-provocative-military-deployments-eu/
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://addisstandard.com/news-analysis-amhara-region-police-chief-reveals-how-regions-police-force-guided-federal-steel-clad-mechanized-forces-to-join-war-in-tigray/amp/?__twitter_impression=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3gwz1vA5tM
https://africanarguments.org/2020/12/eritreas-role-in-ethiopias-conflict-and-the-fate-of-eritrean-refugees-in-ethiopia/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/12/eritreas-role-in-ethiopias-conflict-and-the-fate-of-eritrean-refugees-in-ethiopia/
https://africanarguments.org/2020/12/eritreas-role-in-ethiopias-conflict-and-the-fate-of-eritrean-refugees-in-ethiopia/
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● On November 3, 2020, Eritrean troops crossed over Tigray Regional State borders.

STAGE 8 
PERSECUTION 

● Throughout 2020, as a build up to the total genocidal war on Tigray, the Federal 
Government suspended the fiscal budget to the Tigray Regional State Government.

● The Ministry of Agriculture, on orders from the Ethiopian federal government, denied 
Tigray support for the emergency response to desert locust infestations that had 
blanketed many countries in the Horn of Africa.

● The federal Ministry of Health denied the issuance of COVID-19 masks to elementary 
and high school aged students in Tigray.

● Tigray was, in addition, excluded from all federal government related communiques and 
circulations. 

STAGE 9 
EXTERMINATION  
Together with the Amhara Regional State special forces and militia, the Amhara Fano (vigilante 
youth group), ENDF (Ethiopia’s federal army) EDF (Eritrea’s Federal army) have executed their 
mission to: 

● Kill Tigrayan youth and children above the age of 4, to prevent them from fighting back 
and also because they believe they are “poisoned by ‘woyane thinking’” as can be 
verified by many Tigrayan witnesses all over Tigray. The level of hate preached by 
organized government media dehumanization campaigns also led to killings for pleasure 
by ENDF soldiers, including more than 150,000 civilians estimated killed as of April. 
There are more than 256 recorded massacres as of August, 2021 with 3074 well-
documented deaths that indicate 92% of the dead are men, which is in line with an oft-
stated  intention  to  “eradicate  Tigray  fighters,  as  well  as  the  future generation of  
fighters''. Given the complete media and communications blackout, the number of 
massacres likely far outweigh what has been recorded thus far. 

● Systematically cleanse the bloodline and humiliate/disempower the Tigrayan community 
through weaponized rape of tens of thousands of women and sexual slavery

● Commit “Cultural Genocide” by looting and destroying Tigray’s historical, cultural and 
religious assets, artifacts and places of worship to deprive Tigrayans of their heritage 
and cultural pride

● Force all educated Tigrayans “to flee’ or ‘be squashed’ ‘mercilessly, immediately  causing 
brain drain.  

● Destroy the economic viability of Tigray by obliterating all of its factories and universities. 
● Systematically destroy all the health facilities in Tigray.
● Commit weaponize starvation leading to a man-made famine that is already killing 

Tigrayans in droves and killing up to one person per minute due to starvation.
● Put the entire region of Tigray under siege, effectively holding Tigray’s residents hostage, 

including blocking aid and cutting off communication.  

https://martinplaut.com/2021/03/10/war-in-tigray-summary-of-main-events/
https://twitter.com/RArarssa/status/1375996470210404352?s=20
https://www.theafricareport.com/62232/the-war-in-tigray-abiy-isaias-and-the-amhara-elite/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/opinion/first-person/2021/6/29/emotional-toll-of-reporting-ethiopias-tigray-conflict
https://www.ethiopia-insight.com/2021/02/08/the-sadism-is-very-disturbing-two-months-on-the-run-in-tigray/
https://www.tghat.com/2021/08/09/killing-for-pleasure-ii-set-of-photos-obtained-from-the-phone-of-an-ethiopian-soldier-in-tigray-warning-extremely-graphic-images/%2520https://www.tghat.com/2021/05/12/killing-for-pleasure-what-the-phone-of-an-ethiopian-soldier-in-tigray-reveals-warning-extremely-graphic-images/
https://www.tghat.com/2021/05/12/killing-for-pleasure-what-the-phone-of-an-ethiopian-soldier-in-tigray-reveals-warning-extremely-graphic-images/
https://www.tortoisemedia.com/2021/04/13/ethiopia-where-the-past-is-threatening-the-present/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ethiopia-where-the-past-is-threatening-the-present
https://www.tortoisemedia.com/2021/04/13/ethiopia-where-the-past-is-threatening-the-present/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ethiopia-where-the-past-is-threatening-the-present
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349824181_Tigray_Atlas_of_the_humanitarian_situation
https://www.channel4.com/news/the-horrors-of-the-hidden-war-inside-the-tigray-conflict-in-ethiopia
https://www.tortoisemedia.com/2021/04/13/ethiopia-where-the-past-is-threatening-the-present/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ethiopia-where-the-past-is-threatening-the-present
https://www.reuters.com/world/special-report-health-official-alleges-sexual-slavery-tigray-women-blame-2021-04-15/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202103130051.html
https://martinplaut.com/2021/01/28/situation-report-eepa-horn-no-69-28-january-2021/
https://martinplaut.com/2021/01/28/situation-report-eepa-horn-no-69-28-january-2021/
https://tghat.com/2021/03/31/a-brief-summary-of-an-interview-with-a-recently-fired-tigray-interim-admin-official-and-another-arena-official/
https://www.tghat.com/2021/03/07/tigray-interim-official-says-100-billion-birr-needed-to-repair-destroyed-effort-companies/
https://www.msf.org/health-facilities-targeted-tigray-region-ethiopia
https://www.ethiopia-insight.com/2021/02/24/the-health-crisis-in-ethiopias-war-ravaged-tigray/
https://omnatigray.org/tag/weaponized-starvation/
https://sites.tufts.edu/wpf/starving-tigray/
https://sites.tufts.edu/wpf/starving-tigray/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/alerts-archive/issue-42/en/
https://www.barrons.com/news/eu-decries-ethiopia-siege-of-tigray-01625594708
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-58279442
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● Kill humanitarian aid workers.
● Forcibly redraw the border Tigray stripping  more than one third of its territory to Amhara 

in the West and South, and to Eritrea in the North, and render it incapacitated.
● Ethnically cleanse Tigrayans in the occupied Western, Southern, and Northern regions 

of Tigray.

STAGE 10
DENIAL 

● The Ethiopian Government repeatedly denied the involvement of Eritrean forces in the 
war on Tigray for five months though there was overwhelming evidence, including 
statements confirming their presence issued by the US Government . 2

● In spite of Abiy Ahmed indicating that Eritrea will withdraw its troops from Tigray on 
March 26, 2021, there has been increased movement of Eritreans soldiers across the 
border and into Tigrayan towns such as Adigrat and Adwa. 

● The Eritrean Government, which had initially remained silent on their withdrawal of their 
soldiers until April 16, 2021, when the Eritrean Ambassador to the UN finally issued a 
statement indicating that they will in fact withdraw their troops. 

● After effectively putting the entire region of Tigray and its 7.5+ million residents under a 
siege, with no access to food or humanitarian aid, Abiy Ahmed Ali declared that there 
was no hunger in Tigray. 

● Reports that hundreds of Tigrayans are dying of starvation daily, with an expected one 
million on the brink of death by starvation, have been released and yet Abiy Ahmed's 
government continues to deny the urgency and downplay its  involvement in 
orchestrating the man-made famine. 

The last denial stage of Tigray Genocide was also well noted by the EU special envoy and 
foreign minster of Finland Pekka Haavisto who rightfully stated that “Ethiopia is in denial over 
Tigray”.

IN CONCLUSION
The aforementioned examples provide evidence of genocide occurring in the Tigray region of 
Ethiopia as committed by the Ethiopian, Amhara and Eritrean forces. This conflict must be 
labelled a genocide as it meets both “the specific intent to destroy” the Tigrayan ethnicity, as 
well as the repeated examples of the 10 stages of genocide that have occurred both 
independently and simultaneously. Professor Kjetil Trenvoll, Horn of Africa Researcher and 
Foreign Policy contributor, calls the situation in Tigray a "Genocidal campaign", emphasizing, 
"As a professor of Human Rights, one should be very careful to use the term genocide, the most 
serious international crime existing. I have never ever before entertained such a classification in 

 Abiy Ahmed, on March 24, 2021 finally admitted to Eritrean presence and engagement in the war on Tigray after 2
continued pressure from the US Government and the EU, and Senator Chris Coons’ strong message during his visit 
to Addis Ababa. 

https://addisstandard.com/just-in-in-a-phone-call-with-pm-abiy-sec-blinken-pressed-for-the-immediate-end-to-hostilities-and-the-withdrawal-of-outside-forces-from-tigray-including-amhara-regional-security-forces-and-eritrean/
https://addisstandard.com/just-in-in-a-phone-call-with-pm-abiy-sec-blinken-pressed-for-the-immediate-end-to-hostilities-and-the-withdrawal-of-outside-forces-from-tigray-including-amhara-regional-security-forces-and-eritrean/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-09/eu-accuses-eritrea-forces-of-fueling-conflict-in-ethiopia-region
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-conflict-biden-idUSKBN2BB0JX
https://twitter.com/PowerUSAID/status/1435631154783309826?s=20
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-16/ethiopia-s-amhara-seize-disputed-territory-amid-tigray-conflict
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-16/ethiopia-s-amhara-seize-disputed-territory-amid-tigray-conflict
https://www.vice.com/en/article/n7vgex/they-started-burning-the-homes-ethiopians-say-their-towns-are-being-razed-in-ethnic-cleansing-campaign
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/26/world/middleeast/ethiopia-tigray-ethnic-cleansing.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/05/africa/ethiopia-tigray-humera-sudan-bodies-cmd-intl/index.html
https://shabait.com/2021/03/26/press-release-90/
https://shabait.com/2021/03/26/press-release-90/
https://shabait.com/2021/03/26/press-release-90/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-conflict-eritrea-un-idAFKBN2C32MN
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-conflict-eritrea-un-idAFKBN2C32MN
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-africa-57551057
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-africa-57551057
https://news.yahoo.com/ethiopias-tigray-crisis-tplf-says-135305596.html
https://apnews.com/article/africa-united-nations-only-on-ap-famine-kenya-ef9fe79cc0cf35917fd190b6e9bd0f46
https://apnews.com/article/africa-united-nations-ethiopia-7ae45e2e93d333ce83efe299a4438672
https://apnews.com/article/africa-united-nations-ethiopia-7ae45e2e93d333ce83efe299a4438672
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/20/1038858345/i-just-cry-dying-of-hunger-in-ethiopias-blockaded-tigray-region
https://www.devex.com/news/eu-envoy-says-ethiopia-in-denial-over-tigray-99229
https://www.devex.com/news/eu-envoy-says-ethiopia-in-denial-over-tigray-99229
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/03/whats-the-difference-between-crimes-against-humanity-and-genocide/274167/
https://twitter.com/KjetilTronvoll/status/1365731886614671363
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my 30 years of research in Ethiopia on conflicts and wars." Dr Mukesh Kapila, the former top 
UN official who raised the alarm about the ongoing genocide in Darfur in 2003 writes there are 
acts of genocides as per definitions in the Genocide Convention and the Statute of the 
International Criminal Court and says the situation is clear, “The fact that these genocidal acts 
are taking place in repeated places – points towards an organization, it points towards a 
strategy. That is why I think of what is going on in Tigray as a set of genocidal acts, which taken 
together point towards an overall genocide,” 

Congressman Michael McCaul of Texas also called for labeling the weaponized mass 
starvation, weaponized rape, and atrocities in Tigray as a genocide during a House Foreign 
Affairs Committee hearing. Similarly, the House Committee on Foreign Affairs also 
posited“destroying the reproductive health of Tigrayans” calls into question whether conditions 
amount to a genocide under the 1948 Genocide Convention. CNN's investigations indicate that 
the ethnic profiling, detention and killing of Tigrayans bears the hallmarks of genocide as 
defined by international law. 
                                                             
While the UN, EU, US and many others took part in the commemoration, they were also actively 
breaking their  promise of “Never Again” by  choosing not to act in stopping the ongoing 
genocide in Tigray.

In the words of an unnamed Catholic nun helping the victims of Tigray genocide: “One day I fear 
an ashamed world will apologize to the people of Tigray for not doing more. The communication 
blackout in the region and the distraction of a global pandemic will not stand up as adequate 
excuses. We know too much already.”

It is imperative the international community officially label the atrocities in Tigray a genocide. By 
designating this conflict a genocide, the international community has the ability to save millions 
of Tigrayans at risk of death. We must act now before it's too late.

(By Tigray Action Committee, in partnership with Leake Zegeye of CommX Media)

https://theconversation.com/following-the-tigray-conflict-the-rocky-road-to-peace-in-ethiopia-166374?
https://theconversation.com/following-the-tigray-conflict-the-rocky-road-to-peace-in-ethiopia-166374?
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/six-months-of-ethiopias-shadow-war/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/six-months-of-ethiopias-shadow-war/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/world/us-lawmaker-presses-biden-admin-for-ethiopia-1291374.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/world/us-lawmaker-presses-biden-admin-for-ethiopia-1291374.html
https://twitter.com/HouseForeignGOP/status/1405168974569132032
https://twitter.com/HouseForeignGOP/status/1405168974569132032
https://twitter.com/HouseForeignGOP/status/1405168974569132032
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/05/africa/ethiopia-tigray-humera-sudan-bodies-cmd-intl/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/05/africa/ethiopia-tigray-humera-sudan-bodies-cmd-intl/index.html
https://catholicherald.co.uk/a-distracted-world-tigray-crisis-unfolds-unnoticed/
https://tigrayactioncommittee.com/
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