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   The Barker! 

  Greetings  from the shelter!         By: Christin Klimek, LAHS Director  

Newsletter  

of the  

Lakes Area  

Humane  

Society         

   Newsletter of the Lakes Area Humane Society     Spring 2024 

Save the 

Date! 
 

 Farmer’s Market  
Bake Sale 

June 2024 

Watch for date and  
additional information! 

 

Pawstapalooza!  
September 21, 2024 

2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Fundraising Event 
Angelina’s Restaurant 

Pasta Dinner, Raffle  

and More!  
 

It is estimated 150,000 to 250,000 pets are brought in to U.S. animals shelters 

each year after their owners die or become unable to care for their pet.   

 

A sobering fact, isn’t it? We certainly see several of these cases each year at LAHS. 

Many times family members and friends are trying to work through the loss of their 

loved one or making arrangements for them in a long-term care facility, so determining 

what to do with the person’s pets can be overwhelming. They are forced to make  

decisions quickly and many times that means surrendering an animal to a shelter as 

there were no prior provisions made for their care. While some animals do very well 

with the new surroundings and find new homes quickly, others can really struggle. This 

is especially hard for older pets or ones with health problems as it can be very difficult 

to find adoptive homes for them. 

 

We would all like to assume that we can count on our close friends or family members 

to take over our pet’s care, but without any formal plan this typically isn’t the case. 

Your family members may have health issues themselves, have pet restrictions where 

they live, other pets that would not do well with the newcomers or they do not have 

the financial means to provide for the animal.  

 

What can we do to ensure that our pet will be loved and receive the care he/she  

requires if something unexpected would happen to us? We need to be proactive, by 

creating formal arrangements specifically for our pets. You will need to do some  

homework, some of the things you will need to do to get started: 

 

• Determine who would be the best caregiver for your pet(s).  

• Meet with the selected caregiver and go over your expectations to ensure that 

he/she is willing to carry them out. 

• Provide detailed information for temporary care for your pets if the caregiver is 

unable to get to your pets right away.  

• Provide detailed information regarding the pet’s veterinary history and provide 
your veterinary clinic with the name of the caregiver who will be authorized to 

make medical decisions for your pet.  

• Back-ups. Have at least one other caregiver lined up in the event that your  

      primary caregiver is unable to full-fill their responsibilities.  

 

There are some excellent resources on the internet to help you create your plan. One 

such resource, is a “Pet Care Workbook” that provides forms to complete to ensure 

that you have gathered all the necessary information needed to provide care for your 

pet in your absence. Simply go to www.2ndchance4pets.org website and select the 

“Pet Care Workbook”. You will be able to download or open and print the workbook 

free of charge.  

 

We never know what the future holds for us tomorrow, next week or next year…

plan ahead; your pets will thank you!  
 
 

http://www.2ndchance4pets.org
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Fundraising …. 

On-Line Auction - December 2023 

Thank you to each of you who participated and purchased items from our on-line fundraising auction  

that was held in December. In addition, we wish to offer a huge THANK YOU to each of the  

businesses who donated so many wonderful auction items. The auction raised over $5,000.00! 
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AAbout LAHS… 
 

Mission  

 
To promote responsible care  

and training for household  

pets through education and  

public awareness and, when  

appropriate, to provide a safe  

and sheltering haven for lost  

and abandoned animals  

pending placement in suitable  

permanent homes.  

 

Location/Contact 

 
3811 Nevada Street SW 

Alexandria, MN  56308 

320-759-2260 

lahs@gctel.net 

www.lakesareahumanesociety.org 
 

Shelter Hours  

 

Monday, Wednesday 

Thursday & Friday 

12:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Saturday 

11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Closed Tuesday/Sunday 
 

Board of Directors 

 

Misty Tracy, President 

Brian Kakach, Vice President 

Bob Bordeaux, Treasurer 

Jamie Kakach, Secretary 

Becky deHart 

Jess Ptacek 

 

Shelter Staff 

 

Christin Klimek 

Joan Becker 

Raelin Bothun 

Ann Bertram 

Maya Krusemark 

Chloe Loch 

Betty Whitman 

Megan Botner 

 

Making a Difference!  

Huge thanks to regular supporters, Mark & Lori West! 

They recently went shopping for supplies for LAHS. 

They purchased items from our wish list and a whole 

lot more! We sincerely appreciate their generosity!  
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Letters From Home… 

“ Poppy“adopted by the Spitale Fanily  

    

“Nash”  Adopted by   

Brittany G. 

“Lokey”  Adopted by  

the  Drewer Family 
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“ Soronna”  Adopted by   

   the Hoff Family 

Hi y'all! 

 

Update on Bodhi! We're all acclimating SO 

WELL! Yes, he's a wild child... but I don't mind. 

He's keeping us busy and we're meeting new 

pups on the trails every day. He's great at  

sharing food and treats with Sparkles (my el-

der dog) and of course, he's maaaaad 

about squirrels! We love this new addition to 

our family.  Thanks so much! 

 

Kelly, Bodhi, and Sparkles 

“Oliver”  Adopted by the   

  Williams-Quiggle Family 
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• Postage Stamps (both postcard & 
 1st class) 
• Kitten Food - Dry (Purina) 
• Bleach 
• Paper Towels 
• Copy Paper 
• Post It Notes 
• H3 Laundry Detergent 
• Lysol-Fresh Scent Floor Cleaner 
• Break-A-Way Cat Collars  
 

 
Featured  Pet….Meet “Dex”!  

Available for Adoption!  

 

Dex is always ready for a paw-some  

adventure. He enjoys being outdoors and  

going for nice walks. Dex does great for car 

rides, so he loves to go wherever you go!  

He likes to play fetch and loves his squeaky 

toys. If you're looking for a loving and  

energetic dog to add to your family;  Dex 

would be a great fit.  

 

Dex is a very handsome, 1 1/2 year old,  

Male/Neutered, German Shepherd. He is up to 

date on all vaccinations, 4DX tested and  

microchipped.  

 

If you are interested in meeting Dex, please 

call the shelter at 320-759-2260.  
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In the Know….Cat Bathing 

Does the thought of giving your cat a bath fill you 

with dread? Do you have extra band-aids and  

antibiotic cream on hand for your post-bath  

wound care? 

 

Most cats aren't excited about being stuck in a tub 

full of water. Typically, from the cat’s perspective  

it equals a very bad day.  After all, they go to great 

lengths to keep themselves clean. So, how do you 

know when your cat needs some help in the bath 

department?  

 

Do Cats Even Need to Be Bathed? 

 

Cats typically don't need us to bathe them.  

They're experts in staying clean. In fact, fur  

covered in water can feel dirty to a cat. It's a  

foreign substance they don't want on their coat. They do an excellent job keeping themselves clean. Your cat's 

coat is also full of natural oils that are important for their fur and skin. A bath washes those away. 

 

However, on occasion, there are times when your cat may need some help keeping their coat clean.  A bath 

may be required in the following situations: 

 

Mobility: Senior cats (8+ years old) are prone to joint pain, arthritis, and other issues limiting their mobility.  

 If your cat isn't physically able to reach part of their body, they may need your help with bathing. 

Safety/Emergency: A bath is a must if your cat gets into something they shouldn't ingest. Chemicals, oils, and 

even the pollen of lilies can be dangerous if your cat licks them off. If you've accidently put your dog's flea 

control product on your cat, you will definitely need to bathe them, as pyrethroids are extremely toxic to 

cats. You should seek veterinary help as well. 

Messy booty: Sometimes things get messy at the backend, and a pet wipe won't cut it. To reduce stress, it is 
best to limit the bath just to the areas that need it. Also, doing a sanitary hair trim can help prevent messes 

on long haired cats. 

Wound care: If your cat has been injured, your veterinarian may recommend bathing as part of wound care. 

In this case, it is very important that you follow their instructions to the letter. 

Skin conditions: Cats with allergies, fleas, ringworm, or other skin conditions may need special or medicated 

baths for treatment. Again, following your veterinarian's instructions is key. 

Weight: Similar to cats with arthritis, overweight cats can't always reach every spot of their body to properly 

clean themselves. 

 

Throughout this process, remember that cats put their guard up if they don't have a choice or control in a  

situation. They don't respond well to being forced into going somewhere or doing something before they've 

confirmed it's safe. It may take several sessions to get your cat comfortable. Try a minute or two here and 

there and gradually work up to an actual bath. Doing this will make bath time much easier for both you and 

your cat! 

 

 

 



 

8 

 

 

Persons who donated money in Memory of… December 2023 thru February 2024 

“Daisy”  Adopted by  

the  Mjoen Family 

More Letters From Home… 

Kim & Sandy Davis in memory of Donna Rae  

  and Chuck Pugh 

Ver Jean Schindeldecker in memory of Shirley Diekman 

Kay Karye in memory of Coda 

Susanne Engstrom in memory of Moki 

Mary & Jim Pohl in memory of Derby and Chomsky 

Dawn & Brad Thorstad in memory of Sophie 

Carolyn Anderson in memory of Sophie 

Deanna McCashin in memory of Joey Hendrickson  

   and Michael Lande 

Holly Glade in memory of Ruth Christenson 

Pat Manthei in memory of Patches and Scooter 

Mark & Becky McCabe in memory of Lola 

Dennis & Jenny Schmidt in memory of Chester and Barron 

Sandy & Francis Kouba in memory of Kitty 

Karen Cichowski in memory of Abby 

Tim Goetsch in memory of Bandit 

Karen Burr & Anthony Tigges in memory of Izzie 

Terry in memory of Sienna 

Dick Wittkamp in memory of Lexie 

Paul & Judy Florell in memory of Higgins and Nali 

Craig & Lona Neubarth in memory of Molly 

Jackie Hoecker in memory of Sophie 

Carol Gaffaney in memory of Milo and Murphy 

Janna Lindoo in memory of Nancy Plecas 

Geri Zabrosky in memory of Jayne Haag 

Linda Fiebelkorn in memory of Rosie and Beaner 

Arlene Linder in memory of Francis Hamele 

Gary & Suzanne Kakach in memory of Ruby Kakach 

Bridget Higby in memory of JoAnn Albu 

Craig & Lona Neubarth in memory of Molly 

Jackie Hoecker in memory of Sophie 

Carol Gaffaney in memory of Milo and Murphy 

Jill Holte in memory of Whiskers 

Cindy Dean in memory of Lucy and Pan 

Katie Peterson in memory of Clifford J Peterson 

 

 

 

Thanks ...for Helping Us Make a Difference!  
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Thanks ...for Helping Us Make a Difference!  

Persons who donated money in Honor of… December 2023 thru February 2024 

Donations in Honor of Valor,  

   for his leg amputation surgery: 

David & Michelle Lackey-Olsen  

Lisa Reger  

Amy Clark  

Rosalie Wanderscheid  

Sarah Wethern 

Ella Warnke 

Lisa Vaughan Milbeck 

Stephanie Boersma 

Nicole Bartels  

Jonathan Miska  

Ellie Osterman  

Kayla Dahlheimer  

Elke Richards  

Angela Bakken  

Kimberly Armstrong  

Nicole White 

Brianna Walker  

Sam Brown  

Jordan Kenyon 

Heidi Hasapopoulos  

Sabrina Marthaler 

April Schaack  

Megan Wussow 

Dan & Tammie Williams – Quiggle  

Nicole Fernholz 

Cheri Schuster 

Alisha Medway  

Laura Kremer  

Ashley Larson  

Stacey Miller  

Stacia Parkin  

Yvonne Hermanson in honor of Carl Larson with  

    L & O Plumbing & Heating 

Katherine Rupp in honor of Clayt & Sue Lewis 

Amy Olinger in honor of Sara Froemming 

Rodney Jasmer in honor of Tex 

Shelly Gaffaney in honor of River 

Kevin & Luanna Klimek in honor of Smokey 

Richard Olsen in honor of Koko 

Harold & Jeanne Wells in honor of Scouts 

Bert & Audrey Points in honor of Ember 

Edith Waller in honor of Steven, Kyra Lyn,  

  and Monica Anderson 

Kay Zempel in honor of Daisy and Oliver 

Robert & Diane Landberg in honor of Alfons,  

   who loves cats. 

Ed & Dee Anderson in honor of Alex 

Carolyn Anderson in honor of Callie 

Kelly Emmons in honor of Coco 

Mary Theis in honor of Bernice and Erhart 

Sandy & Francis Kouba in honor of White Kitty 

Tanya Randall in honor of Remmy 

Tim Goetsch in honor of Bailey 

Amy Allen-Opp in honor of Julie Allen 

Sarah Makosky in honor of Maya 

Pam Peterson in honor of our 5 Grand Dogs 

Mary New in honor of Maggie and Kimberly 

Robert Hobus in honor of Aasta & Ingrid Richards 

 

“Valor”, our courageous boy. He  

came to the shelter with a badly  

broken leg that required amputation 

as there was no way to repair it. 

Through the generosity of all who  

donated, this wonderful guy is no  

longer in pain and will have the safe, 

life-long, loving home he so deserves!  
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Thanks ...for Helping Us Make a Difference!  

Persons who donated money, supplies & services...  December 2023 thru February 2024 

Gary Anderson 

Renee Parduhn 

Renee Wark 

Paul & Brenda Wild 

Jackie Feil 

April Bartz 

Christie Krann 

Brett Hanson 

Chrissy & Charlie Redetzke 

Carmen Daniels-Molter 

Crystal Schroeder 

Sujatja Roberts 

Cheryl Glasser 

Sherry Dathe 

David Hoppe 

Lisa Dee 

Bruce Houck 

Kathy Farnes 

Gayle Stroup 

Sabrina Marthaler 

Paul Westberg 

Amy Olinger 

Joan Akkerman 

Judy Melville 

Michelle Olsen 

Sheila Clemens 

Reenie Elkington 

Michele Hooper 

Mary Anderson-Wussow 

Sue Norlien 

Lashanda Klimek 

Josh Sutton 

Rhonda Huls 

Kathy DePorter 

R.J Nodland 

Chris Brown 

Kristen Pederson 

Shelby Thesing 

Linda DeWitt 

Nancy Heuer 

Marj Starner 

Megan Gibbons 

Sandy Atkinson 

Keshia Millerbernd 

Alexis Kruckeberg 

Kathleen Lofquist 

Denise Johnson 

Randy Morken 

Kimberly Ritter 

Michelle Lenertz 

Lyndon & Linda Sletto 

Cassandra Blowers 

Tate Jacobson 

Tina Knapp 

Tom Blade 

Emily Benesh 

Mindy Leach 

Rebecca Gilbertson 

Deb Sater 

Daniel Loken 

Tracy Whalin 

Lauren & Michaela Feeken 

Andrea & Todd Olson 

Elizabeth Larkin 

Kathy Hollenbeck 

Karen Sinotte 

Sherie Paplow 

Cindy Wagner 

Barbara Flykt 

Maxine Prchal 

Dennis & Bonnie Miller 

Denise Hoppe 

Mark West 

Karen & Richard Hardine 

Cathy Weatherwax 

Wanda Schmidt 

Colleen Ouimet 

David Schaffer 

Ashley Ness 

Bev & Wayne Quernemoen 

Bill & Melody Thoennes 

Edward & Deanne Anderson 

Downtown & Plaza Liquor 

Roxann Vollan 

Anita Anderson 

Susan Pomrenke 

Linda Fiebelkorn 

Thomas Green 

David & Bonita Gilbertson 

Tom & Sandy Leach 

Jerry & Linda Jakes 

Mary & William Moeller 

John & Joan Huseth 

Yvonne Hermanson 

Jackie Feil 

Heather Forsberg 

Pryce Score 

Donna Erickson 

Jane Holmquist 

Jeff Morse 

Brian & Sue Artz 

Saundra Benson 

Dan & Barbara Gehle 

Beverly Gallup 

Gene & Michele Benting 

Ron & Mary Ellen Lyman 

Steve & Bonnie Frahm 

Richard & Betty Sue Lee 

Stephanie Hegstad 

Doug & Mary Ellen Thompson 

Bev Bales 

Tom & Rebecca Thompson 

Angie Clarquist 

Thomas Obert 

Mitchell Linder 

Carol Ladwig 

Galen & Kari Huizinga 

Darrell Lorsung 

Teresa Ross 

Ron & Julie Kirscht 

John Rolf 

Clayton, Sue & Tar Lewis 

Galen, Deb & Dakota McIntosh 

Jim & Kathy Rupp & Family 

Sheila Spartz 

Kathy Mohabir 

Butch Blake 

Kyle & Diane Pearson 

Cindy Anderson 

Bruce & Tammie Leverson 

John Stanz 

Helene Morrell 

Karen Cossette 

Emily Mangen 

Lisa Mathern 

Heather ‘Ida’ Andrick 

David & Jean Johnson 

Gerald & Kathy Nordos 

Kenneth Twait 

Scott & Nancy Abramson 
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Persons who donated money, supplies & services… December 2023 thru February 2024 

Thanks ...for Helping Us Make a Difference!  

While we strive to ensure that  

all donors are acknowledged, we 

want to extend a THANK YOU 

to anyone who we may have  

inadvertently omitted.  

We sincerely appreciate any  

and all donations!  

David High 

Shelly Lynn 

Kolleen Roth 

Debbie Hudspeth 

Manly & Helen Johnson 

Joyce Lanus 

Gloria Martin 

Marlys Benson 

Sandy Doege 

Todd Hyatt 

Stan & Marge Pasche 

Joey Loken 

Dale Wibstad 

Diane Strehlow 

Joan Martell 

Tom Blade 

Lee Saeugling 

Cathy Elvrum 

Judith Doucette 

Gary & Judy Vorachek 

Rick & Sandy Paulsen 

Gate City Bank 

Karen Burr & Anthony Tiggs 

Duane Shelden 

Karen Koch 

Luwanna Johnson 

Ellen Birrenkott 

Jeff King 

Mark & Amy-Allen Opp 

Marcia Weisel 

Kay Stoeser 

Marilyn Dietz 

Nicole Anderke 

Sara Froemming 

Rodney Jasmer 

Kim Peglow 

Denise Meyer 

Krista Hout 

Doug DiCenso 

Steph Boersma 

Tania Kranzler 

Gloria Rumhor 

Kristine Zick 

Clarence Scott 

Jo Jenneman 

Danielle Nelson 

Kay Rooney 

Bailey Kissner 

Colleen Trebelhorn 

Debra Smith 

Savannah Cozart 

Sujatha Roberts 

Andrea Edney 

Al Ransom 

Linda Johnson 

Gary & Pamela Rachuy 

Jhi & Geoffrey Harris 

Steve & Sandy Bogenrief 

Sam & Julie Allen 

Judy Mahoney 

Alexandria Smiles 

Dr Erick Nolting 

Dan & Tammie Williams – Quiggle 

Jeanne Eastlund 

Pam Brown 

Carma Tucker 

Pledgeling Found 

Mark & Lori West 

Marlene Schoeneck 

Billmark’s Insurance 

Linda Fiebelkorn 

Vicki Poels 

Beth Najjar 

Delaine Anderson 

Jeffery Schulke 

Pro-Ag Country Store 

Mark Welle 

Mark & Lee Ann Sticha 

David Ostrander 

Betty Lukes 

Jonathan Mathias 

Bianca Krasnic 

Jack Manderscheid 

Al Ransom 

Linda Johnson 

Jan Bieringer 

Christie Wieberdink 

Savannah Cozart 

Terri Janke 

Karen Cooper 

Erin Scott 

Carmen Groettum 

Kris Poepping 

Bobbie Jo Haagenson 

Patty Petry 

Bob Stehberger 

Jeremy Symanietz 

Jonathan R & Rebecca R deHart  

  Donor Family Fund, a Donor  

Advised Fund of Renaissance  

Charitable Foundation 
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Lakes Area Humane Society  
3811 Nevada Street SW 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-759-2260 
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