Top 5 Hiking Trails in Oklahoma
Article by Lisa Lee Martin

WWW.WHEREYOUWANDER.NET

Oklahoma has far more hiking variety than many people expect. From granite mountains in the
southwest to forested ridges in the southeast and high-desert mesas in the Panhandle, the
state offers trails for quick day hikes, scenic overlooks, and longer outdoor adventures.

1. Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge

This is one of the most iconic hiking destinations in Oklahoma. The refuge combines rugged
granite terrain, open prairie, lakes, and a strong chance of seeing wildlife such as bison and

longhorn cattle. Popular routes include EIk Mountain Trail for broad views and the Bison Trail
for a longer outing with varied scenery.



2. Robbers Cave State Park

Robbers Cave is known for its sandstone bluffs, wooded hills, and cave area that ties into the
park’s outlaw history. The trail system offers a good mix of moderate climbs, rocky sections,
and scenic overlooks, making it a favorite for hikers who want both history and terrain.

3. Ouachita National Forest and Talimena Area

Southeastern Oklahoma offers some of the state’s best mountain hiking. The Talimena area
and the Oklahoma section of the Ouachita Trail provide ridgeline walks, sweeping forest views,
and excellent fall color. This area works well for both long day hikes and overnight
backpacking.

4. Black Mesa Summit Trail

For a completely different landscape, Black Mesa in the Panhandle delivers a remote, high-
desert experience. The summit trail leads to the highest point in Oklahoma and features
volcanic scenery, expansive skies, and a sense of isolation that stands apart from the rest of
the state.

5. Turkey Mountain Urban Wilderness Area

Turkey Mountain is one of the most accessible hiking areas in Oklahoma, especially for people
near Tulsa. Its network of trails includes wooded paths, bluff views, and routes that can be
adjusted for shorter walks or longer workouts. It is a practical choice for frequent hiking without
a long drive.

Notes for hikers

- Spring and fall are often the best seasons for comfortable hiking conditions

- Carry more water than you think you need, especially in western Oklahoma

- Trail conditions can change with weather, so checking local park guidance before leaving is a
smart step.

- Wildlife and uneven terrain are common, so sturdy footwear is helpful on most of these trails.



