Gathering Place: Oklahoma’s Number One Free Place for Family Fun
By Lisa Lee Martin

Gathering Place in Tulsa has become one of Oklahoma’s most celebrated public destinations
because it combines the scale and imagination of a major attraction with free admission for
families, visitors, and local residents. Located along the Arkansas River near downtown Tulsa,
the park is widely recognized as a signature attraction for both recreation and tourism in the
city.

A Park That Redefined Public Space

Gathering Place opened as a large-scale riverfront park designed to offer world-class play,
relaxation, and community experiences in one setting. The project was supported primarily by
the George Kaiser Family Foundation and has been described as the largest private gift to a
public park in U.S. history. lts design by Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates transformed
Tulsa’s riverfront into a landscape of trails, gardens, play zones, ponds, and gathering spaces
that feel more like a destination resort than a traditional city park.

That design matters because it changed expectations. Families do not arrive at Gathering
Place for a quick stop at a swing set; they come for an experience that can fill an afternoon or
even an entire day. Visitors encounter adventure playgrounds, water features, scenic overlooks,
dining options, event lawns, and walking paths all within a single free destination.



Why It Stands Out in Oklahoma

What makes Gathering Place the number one free place for family fun in Oklahoma is not
simply that there is no admission charge, but that the experience rivals attractions that
normally require a ticket. Parents can bring children of different ages and find spaces designed
for toddlers, school-age children, teens, and adults, making it one of the rare places where the
entire family can stay engaged at once.

Several features help explain its statewide appeal:

. Chapman Adventure Playground gives children an expansive, imaginative environment
filled with towers, slides, climbing structures, and hands-on exploration areas.

. Peggy’s Pond and surrounding water experiences add boating, scenic views, and a
sense of discovery that elevates the park beyond a standard playground.

. Sports courts, skate and BMX areas, trails, and open lawns make the park useful for
older children, teenagers, and active adults as well.

. Free and family-friendly programming helps make repeat visits feel fresh throughout the
year.

The result is a destination with unusually strong value. Families can enjoy a premium day out
without the cost barrier that often limits access to high-quality entertainment.



A Win for Tulsa Business and Tourism

Gathering Place is also an economic story. Tulsa tourism organizations promote it as one of the
city’s defining attractions and one of the leading free things to do in the metro area. That
visibility helps draw travelers who may extend their stay and spend money at nearby hotels,
restaurants, and other attractions.

For business leaders, the park supports quality of life in a way that matters for workforce
recruitment and regional branding. A city with a nationally recognized, family-friendly,
beautifully designed public space gains an advantage when competing for new residents,
talent, and investment. Gathering Place does more than entertain children; it strengthens
Tulsa’s image as a city willing to invest in community experience at the highest level.

The Family Fun Capital of Oklahoma

Across Oklahoma, families are always searching for places that are memorable, safe, active,
and affordable. Gathering Place answers all four needs in one destination by offering
extraordinary play environments, broad accessibility, and a welcoming riverfront setting without
an entry fee. That combination is why it deserves recognition as the number one free place for
family fun in Oklahoma

gatheringplace.org



