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Summers, Ekanger, Cougars Clip Eagles 
Big Blue’s Comeback,  
Defensive Stand Shine 

Caldwell News-Tribune, Friday, September 26, 1969 

By BOB HOOKER 

BOISE—With Sam Summers and Randy 
Ekanger leading the way, Caldwell High’s 
football Cougars left the launching pad Thurs-
day night in Bronco Stadium and figuratively 
landed on the moon. 

They beat Capital’s vaunted Eagles 19-14. 

There are virtually no words to describe this 
spine-tingler.  It was rock ‘em, sock ‘em foot-
ball all the way with plenty of offensive fire-
works between Summers and Ekanger against 
Capital’s explosive Bruce Watson. 

With 53 seconds to play, Caldwell—ahead by 
the final 19-14 count—was on Capital’s five 
yard line.  However, the game ended with the 
Eagles on the Blue and Gold’s nine and 
throwing two futile passes into the endzone. 

It was that kind of a game from the word 
“Go!” 

Though he didn’t start for the Cougars, Sum-
mers directed Caldwell’s attack most of the 
way, and he kept the smooth-running attack 
flowing freely by capitalizing on Ekanger’s 
ball-toting ability. 

Summers ran 52 yards for Caldwell’s first 
touchdown, which put the CHS crew ahead 
briefly 7-0, on a nifty piece of broken field 
running. 

Then with Caldwell behind 14-7, 
Ekanger bolted across from 30 yards out 
in the third quarter.  And with CHS still 
lagging 14-13, the hard-churning back 
went 20 yards on the second play of the 
last period for the winning score. 

When it was all over, Ekanger had 188 
yards in 23 carries for an 8.2 average.  
Individually, Watson’s figures were 
more impressive—243 yards in 27 trips 
for a 9.0 rate—but no one could deny 
Coach Charlie Alvaro’s Blue and Gold 
of its fourth straight conquest. 

This win puts CHS into a tie with all-
mighty Borah for the SIC’s West Divi-
sion lead, a lofty status not common to 
Caldwell four weeks into the season.  
Alvaro was surrounded by gleeful well-
wishers and rival coaches shortly after 
the game, including Boise High’s John 
Giannandrea and Borah aide George 
Nakano, a former CHS head mentor. 

Alvaro said, “The defense did a standout 
job– we figured we had a chance if we 
could hold them to three TDs, so you 
have to credit our defense. 

“We have a gritty bunch of kids with not 
a lot of talent like other clubs have, and 
we hung in there.  Our offense did a 
good job tonight behind Summers, and 
Ekanger and (Dick) Baranco worked 
hard in carrying the ball. 

“Capital might have been down after 
beating Boise in a big game for them 
last week, but our kids were ready even 
if it was a Thursday game.  We’re real 
proud of our kids.” 

Caldwell went 61 yards in two plays, 56 
yards in five plays and 67 yards in sev-
en plays for its three scores. 

After Summers’ magnificent run up the 
middle and then to the left for the first 
Cougar TD, Capital came right back on 
a 79-yard scoring drive in seven plays 
to leave the halftime count knotted 7-7.  
Watson bolted the final yard for the 
Black and Gold’s tally. 

Then midway through the third quarter, 
the Tom Swindell-coached Eagles 
struck again.   

First, Watson hit the cen-
ter of the line for four 
yards to Capital’s 36 after 
a short Cougar punt. 

On the next play, Watson 
broke through the defense 
on his way to a 64-yard 
scoring sprint to put Capi-
tal ahead 14-7 with Ross 
Hoelzle’s second PAT 
kick. 

But the Cougars didn’t 
panic and soon they were 
back within hailing dis-
tance on Ekanger’s 30 
yard TD bolt up the mid-
dle on a good burst of 
extra energy. 

After Caldwell’s final TD, the Cou-
gars dominated most of the fourth 
period and drove from their 40 to 
Capital’s five.  There Rod Aguilar’s 
field goal attempt was blocked and 
Ekanger hauled down Steve Bastian 
with the ball at the 40. 

Ekanger was Caldwell’s last tackle 
to defend on that ill-fated blocked 
kick.  Capital went down the field in 
a hurry those final 53 seconds.  But 
when the chips were riding on the 
line, Caldwell batted away two end 
zone passes to win it. 

Caldwell led in first downs 17-12 
and lost total yardage by only 319-
317.  But on Bronco Stadium’s 
scoreboard, the Cougars reigned 
supreme. 

TOP: Bruce Watson goes 64 for Eagle TD.  
BOTTOM: Randy Ekanger gains 7 for CHS. 
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