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*Please stand if you are able. Congregation, please speak the words in bold. 

PRELUDE                                       
WELCOME (Ringing of the Bell) 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                           
Leader: Jesus, God sent you in mercy to be to be Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
People: Teach us the compassion of God. 
L: Jesus, your life took flesh in the mercy of Mary's womb. 
P: We rejoice in the compassion of Mary. 
L: Jesus, your family took shape in the mercy of Joseph's welcome. 
P: We give thanks for the compassion of Joseph. 
L: Jesus, your holy family knew the struggle of the poor, when they were refused the mercy of shelter 
in Bethlehem. 
P: Teach us the compassion of God; Lead us in the ways of justice and mercy. 
 

*OPENING HYMN   Hark! the Herald Angels Sing  Hymnal #317 

 

INVOCATION 
O Loving God, We await the birth of your Child, Jesus, whom you send into the world to show us 
the way of compassion. Let us follow Jesus with courage and joy across all the boundaries of our 
human difference. Open our hearts and our communities, that they may be places where your 
goodness is recognized, and your generosity is shown to all our sisters and brothers. All this we ask 
in the name of Jesus, your beloved Child and our brother. 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION             
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who leads us into the light of 
grace.  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                   
Let us pray: 
Have mercy on us, O God according to your unfailing love, according to your great compassion 
blot out our transgressions. 
Let us take a few moments of silence to think about our need for God's mercy and forgiveness. 
We will continue in silence 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
We come to you confessing what is on our hearts and minds. We do so trusting that you want to hear 
our petitions and that you have already forgiven what needs to be forgiven. We believe that our 
prayers will be answered in your time and in your almighty wisdom.   Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE :       Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

SERMON: God With Us 
 

about:blank


OFFERING - GOD’S WORD ON GIVING 
Let us give praise and thanks to God for the miracles and blessings in our lives by offering to God gifts 
of our time, talents and treasure. 
 

OFFERING HYMN  O Little Town of Bethlehem  Hymnal #319 
 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow 
    Tune: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray 
We offer to you, O God, these gifts of our lives and service. Keep us close Lord, to all who need 
your love, justice, compassion, and healing; help us to show them that you are known in Jesus 
Christ, whose compassion lives in all of us. 
 

PRAYERS of the people and pastoral prayer 
Leader: Let us pray.   People: Have mercy, O God. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father Who is in heaven, hallowed be Your Name. Your kingdom come; Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 



*HYMN    The First Noel the Angel Did Say  Hymnal #315 
 

BENEDICTION   
Let us go forth striving to be compassionate as our Creator is compassionate, awaiting with joy the 
birth of Jesus, in whose Way of love, justice and mercy we will walk with our sisters and brothers. 
 

NOTES ON PARISH LIFE and THE POSTLUDE     
Citations for Worship          All CCLI songs: CCLI License # 2731364; CCLI Streaming Plus License #21073347 


