
Effective October 29, 2020 

Initial DUMC Sanctuary Worship Protocols for COVID 
 

 

General protocols for worship service participation.  

 

 1.  Protective Masks required for Sanctuary Worship. 

 

 2.  Education Building designated for the at-risk population who choose to use it.  

 

 3.  Weather permitting, open Sanctuary doors and run HVAC fan for ventilation.  

 

 4.  Social separation in Sanctuary seating maintained by ushers:  

  

  a. At least two empty seats (or six feet separation) between parties in any row, 

  

   i. Two or more members of the same household.  

   ii. Two individuals, not members of the same household but attending  together  

 

  b. Alternate rows between attendees/parties (every other row left empty).  

 

 5.  Hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes readily available.  

 

 6.  Place readily visible signage to remind everyone of best hygiene practices. 

 

 7.  Children’s daycare room will be off limits to mitigate potential contamination from toy 

surfaces. 

 

 8.  Last church official/volunteer to leave the Sanctuary or Education Center will spray pews, 

doorknobs, and commonly used surfaces with Lysol prior to departure. 

 

 9. Weekly cleaning of church buildings, pews, door handles, and other commonly used 

surfaces between services.  

 

 

Protocols for Employees and Volunteers Supporting Services:  

 

 1. Mandatory self-screening for symptoms/temperature before entering the Sanctuary:  

    

 2. Mandatory wear of face covering and hand sanitizing upon entering sanctuary. 

 

 3.  When possible, maintain at least 6 feet separation from other individuals.  

 

 4.  Ushers inform congregants of self-screening/temperature check availability at entrance. 

 

 5.  Ushers enforce masking and hand sanitizing protocols at entrance. 

 

 6.  Ushers direct seating as congregants arrive and direct departure of congregants to maintain 

distancing and minimize movement in the sanctuary. 

 

   a. Fill the Sanctuary from front to back.  Depart from the Sanctuary back to front. 
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   b. Direct seating to Maintain 6’ separation between parties in the pews:  

 

   Parties are defined as: 

    i. Two or more members of the same household, or,  

    ii. Two individuals, not members of the same household but   

     attending together  

 

Protocols for Congregants Attending Services:  

 

 1.  Voluntary self-screening for symptoms and voluntary temperature check upon entry. 

 

 2.  Mandatory wear of face covering and hand sanitizing upon entering sanctuary. 

 

 3.  Maintain separation between parties in the pews as directed by the ushers. 

  

 4.  Wipe down regularly touched pew surfaces with prepositioned disinfectant wipes.  

  

Communion Protocols:   

 

 1. Volunteers shall wash hands before preparing the elements and shall wear protective masks 

during preparation and movement of the elements to the sanctuary. 

  

 2.  Elements shall be presented in individual cups/portions for participants. 

  

 3.  Ushers will direct participants to the elements individually or as family/attendee groups to 

minimize cross traffic in the aisles.  

  

 4.  Participants shall deposit cups in waste containers before returning to the pews. 

 


