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Better Broken Gaelic than fluent English!
A little reminder z

We really should pay the piper
(moran taingto those who have!)

Please send donations for the class to Paypal
profmcintyre@yahoo.com
the amount is up to you, but the suggested donation is $5
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Sean fhacal na seachdain

Tha am posadh coltach ris an t-seillean,

O
tha gath ann,

ach tha moran mil ann cuideachd

lII

* Marriage is like a bee:
* there's a sting in it,
* but there's a lot of honey in it, too!




Gramar na Seachdain

Possessive pronouns

(ha an teadaidh agamsa!d

4EAOAGO ATT OEAO xAU 1T £ OAUET ¢ OEAO O1 i AOGEET C
xA6OA 1 AAOT AAs8

Tha bean agam, tha taigh agam,| have a wife, | have a house

tha allt aig ceann an taigh agam| have a stream at the end of the house

tha bun deshiabonn geal agang | have abar of white soap

00 11 11 ETA z06WmyshirEs dgtpahd Horkible

De ni mi gun leine ghlanz What shall | do without a clean shirt
gun léine gheal, gun llne ghlanz without a white shirt, without a clean shirt
De ni mi gun léne ghlanz What shall | do without a clean shirt
00O | Eantaidhiafdireach?z and | leaving home tomorrow?
The possession song:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0miV96Y 0490

polysemicE 1 1 OA OEAT 11T A T AATETC 8
tiodhlac = gift / funeral

And of course, not to be narcissistic about it, we have learned to expressed possession for
others besides ourselves, as well.

English equivalent Literal translation*
Tha taigh agad Youhave a house Is a house at you
Tha taigh aige He has a house Is a house at him



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmiV96YO49o

Tha taigh aice She has a house Is a house at her

Tha taigh againn We have a house Is a house at us

Tha taigh agaibh You have a house (pl. / form.)| Is a house at yoypl./form)

Tha taigh aca They have a house Is a house at them

c+AADP ET T ETA OEAO OEEO OI EOAOAI 8 OOAT 01 AO

Gaelic syntax in a woreby-word translation. Be careful though: Because of the

Gaelic verbfirst structure (what linguists call VSOz verb-subject-object z

structure)h OEA ' AAT EA OI EOAOAI & OOAT 01 ACEIT 1
guestion, as in English, questions begin with the verb. Of course, this is not the case
in Gaelic. As we have seen, a question sentence in Gaelic begins with a question
marker, suchas

English equivalent Literal translation
A bheil taigh agad? Do you have a house? Is a house at you?
An robh taigh aice? Did she have a house? Was a house at her?

Now, with that refresher, we are ready to learn the other way to expregsossession in
Gaelic, which is to use possessive pronouns such as we have in English (but with one
crucial difference, which we will also learn).

The possessive pronouns in English are

T My
T Your
1 His
1 Her
T Our
1 Your (plural)
1 Their
In Gaelic, the corresponding possessive pronouns are
mo My ar our
do Your (familiar) | Ur Your (pl / form)
a His An/am Their (according to
a Her bfmp rule*)

*bowl -of-fluffy -mashedpotatoes rule d

There are other uses for these possessive pronouns other than what we have in English,
but for now, you can think of them as functioning very much like their English

AT O1 OAOPAOOO 8 xEOE T1TA Ei bl OOAT O AEAAEAOAT AAA

First, some usage notes:



The first three of these possessive pronouns in the list lenite the object of the possessive,
OEAO EOh OEA x1 OA OEAO & 111Tx0h OEA OOEET C6
So,

1 Mo cheannz my head

1 Do sron Z your nose
1 A bheangz his wife

YO EO Ei T OOAT O Ol T_ I OA O EZa® (whidh AtheBnis®©labksO O E O A
EOOO 1 EEA OEAO A& O OEEO6Qq AT AO 110 1 AhEOAS8
and her:

1 a deannz his head
1 aceanng her head

1 a mhaczhisson
1 a macz her son

1 abheanz his wife
(and these days, you might encounter:)
1 abeanz her wife

and to be evenhanded about it:

1 aduinez her husband
91 adhuine z his husband

JUST ONE
MORE THING..

Special usage note:

Another distinction between thea / her anda / his is that they are treated differently
when used in front of a noun that begins with a vowel. In short, the / his disappears in
this case, which the a / her takes on an-lin front of the noun.

b
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For example,

s A N s £ X N o~ s e N oA A

1 BhaxAOEAEO A & hiskaihérivasEedkihg

 BhaxAAAE AbhisOiOE@DAE xAO OOTTEIC j AEA AAAE AECA

AOO 8
1 Bhaah-AOEAEO A & hékfatheEwas dpdaking.

1 Tha ordag goirt.z His thumb is sore.

1 Tha ah-ordag goirt. z Her thumb is sore.

In a like fashion, arz our z changes a following noun/possession by adding an-o the
noun that begins with a vowel:

1 Ar n-athair z our father
1 Ar n-ordaganz our thumbs

7TEEAE | AAGAO OO0 xEOE 8
1 A h-athair z her father

9 Athair z his father (or could be, a father, depending on context)
1 Ar n-athair z our father

Or

1 Ah-ordaganz her thumbs
1 ordaganz his thumbs (or just thumbs, depending on context)
1 Arn-ordaganz our thumbs

And now for something
totally different!



N\ <

The possessive pronouns in Gaelic are used in a way that distinguishes them from their
%l ¢CI EOE Al O OAOPAOOO8 )1 OET OOfom@ticRwe AOA OOAA
cannot be separated. (There are other ways to describe this usage, but this is asaf as
ATU O CEOA Ui O A NOEAEEA COEAA8SQ 4EAOA ET Al O
the scarequotes around the word) such as
T 0AOOO 1T £ OEA AT AU j A0 1 AAOGO xA ETPA Ul O AT
T 2A1 AGEOAOG | AAT 80 1&AIAQ xEOE OAih AAT 680 OETI
1 Immutable parts of your identity z your race, your heritage, perhaps something like
your birthplace, your family

So, we might say,

1 Mo mhacz my son
1 Ar brathair z our brother

But not (usually)

1 *Mo chuz my dog (even though some people are closer their pets than they are to
their relatives)

1 *Ar taigh

We would say,

1 Do cheannz your head
1 An casary their legs

But not (usually)

1 *Do charz your car (though in California, people do identify their cars almost like a
body part!)

1 *A pheannz his pen



We would say,

1 A gairdeanz her arm
1 A chluasz his ear

But not

1 *A garradhz her garden
1 *Ur cupan z your cups (form, plural)

We would say,

1 Arduthchas z our heritage

But not
1 *ar taigh z our house

*2 AT AT AAO 1T 60 OUI AT lzord aQvord WRANG! T1 O T AAOOS

These are not hardand-fast rules. No Gaelic Grammar Nazi is going to leap out of the
bushes and send you away to Gaelic Concentrate on your Possessive Pronouns Camp!



-

the original

Grammar Jlasl

7TEEAE EO 110 O OAU OEAO xA AiT1680 EAOA 0Ol
sometimes joke, these are sometimes momiggestionghan hard-and-fast, do-or-die
mandates.

Because of colloquial usage, or slippage, or just trying to express an idea
relationship, you might find somebody saying something like ...

T Mochuzj 7A8 OA AT O OEAO xAUzmyMidgbO AT CcO xAb
1 Mo charz (definitely, a California thing)z my car

In the same way, very often somebody might say

1 An duine agang my husband(the husband/man at me)
T '8 AEA Aimy Wf€ @#hk woman at me)

ET OOAAA T &£ xEAO UT O I ECEO AgPAAO 8
1 Mo dhuinez my husband
1 A bheangz his wife
$117T60 AA Oi1l AEOOOOAAA AU OEAOA OAOEAOQEITO
to follow the guidelines).

Eacarsaichean
Now you try it!

Eacarsaich a h-aon (#1)

(DIEJAIL




(As a kind of two-for-one deal, you will learn some new vocabulary here, too)

Practice forming the possessive with both the prepositional pronoun &ig + form
(agam, agad, etc) and the nepossessive pronoun formation (mo, do, etc), making the
distinction between which form to use according to the guidelines above.

4EA &£ Oi 1T &£ OEA x1 OA xEOE OEA AAELZEIT EOA AO0OO
Dl OOAOOEOA DPOIT 1161 h UIT O EAOA 61 OEEEO A&OI i OE
&1 O AgAi pi Ah OEA EEOOO EOATI Ad AEAAT x1 O1 A

T '8 AE A &His wifetl@ Avife at him)

1 A bhean z his wife (using the possessiv@ronoun a / his)
But if you wanted to sayyour wife, it would be
T '8 AEA &your i &he wife at you)
1 Do bheanz your wife (using the possessive pronoun do / your)

Or her wifewould be

1 '8 A E AZner wileHtAcAwife at her)
1 A beanz her wife (using the possessive pronoun a / her)

Note: the difference between

1 '8 A EtiheAnife
1 A bheangz his wife

The definite articlez O O & fakes the apostrophe
1 a0

whereas, the possessive pronoun doasot

1 a
Word English Possessive Gaelic
1. ! Bhean Wife His A bhean
2. | ghairdean Arm Your Ur gairdean
3. Ancar Car Our Car againn
4. Ancoimpiutar Computer Your (formal) Coimpiutar agaibh
5. Amfon-laimh Cell phone My Fon-laimh agam
6. Am brathair Brother Her A brathair
7. | 3 upAE Cup His Cupa aige
8. ! 3roAE Croft / Farm Their Croit aca
9. Ampléan Plane His Pléan aige
10. ! 8 edklis Idea My Mo bheachd
11. Ancas Foot His A chas
12.! & ealrE Head Her A ceann




13. An t-sron Nose Your (familiar) | Do shron / ur sron
14. Anleabhar Book Her Leabhar aice
15. Anclar-ama Schedule Our Clar-ama againn
16. An t-ord Hammer His Ord aige
17. ! & radbh Tree Their Craobh aca
18. Am flur Flower Her Flur aice
19. Aneun Bird His Eun aige
20. Ancat Cat Her Cat aice
21. naspeuclanan | Glasses My

22. A 8 iuthaE Sister Their

23. A6 athdr Mother His

24, an t-athair Father Her

25. anseanair Grandfather Your (plural}

26. an t-seanmhair | Grandmother Our

27. ambrogan Shoe His

28. anleinne Shirt Her

29. an t-airgead Money your

30. an t-0ran Song My

31. an t-aodann Face Her

32. anduthchas Heritage our

33. an teaghlach Family their

34. an taigh house His

35. an duine Husband Her

36. an cu Dog My

37. am peann Pen Your

38. an leinne Shirt Her

39. A8 AE OEI| Pants/trousers | His

40. A8 AE OA A Breakfast Our

41. an caraid Friend My

42, am bord Table Their

43. A8 AEAOEH Chair His

44, an rum Room Our

45, an seomar Room Their

46. an leabaidh Bed Her

47. am preas Cupboard Their

48. an leomhann Lion His

49. an roin Seal Their

50. an +laraidh Truck His

Ecarsaich a-dha (#2)

~ A s Az

I xh xA81 1 ENIRGOR EOOH A AAO®I AA ET O A 1 EOO
In the following sentences, you will fill in the appropriate possessive. (The rest of
the sentence has been written for you):
The first one has been done for you as an example:
1. Iwas fallingand broke my arm
"EA T E A3 OOEOAAI Am®ghaideaA | E A3 AOEOOAAA



8.

9.

Now, you try it:

Theywere building their new town hall.

T "EA EAA aAG.tadiuC Adal.
| was seeinghis new film.

T "EA | E Ad%n FAllAmaigéd
We were reading her new book

T "EA OET 1T Ad . ledblaQiEakd E
My family was sellingtheir house.
T "EA 17T OEAAQEBILtAGE .AdhtaighhaEal

The town is wanting its new park.
T 4EA A3 AEAEIAK phaite Edlc®O OAEAE
Mary was running her race.
T "EA - UEOEn Aréis O EOE
Seumasis living in his own house
T 4EA 3AOI A0 A6 _AQdHD AideXriein. AT T O Al
My friend is buying a new table at the store.

1 Tha__.charaid__ .A3 AAAEIOAAEO AEC A8 AEI OES

10. Alasdair and Mary were buying their new car.

1 Bha Alasdair agus Mairi ageannach __.car ur

11.1sabel is eating her cold dinner.

1 Bhalsabel agithe . dinnear fuar___ ..

12.1 was helping Susan with her work.

9 "EA | E Aadh Sisaidh lkid A. obair

13.Our dog was running away.

" Bha .cu A6 OOEOE AEO £Z£AIl AES

14.The ball is hitting his eye.

T 4EA Al AAI I_A.shhib_ AOAT AAE

15.John was eating his breakfast.

1 Bhalain agithe . bhracaist___ ..

16. The bird is returning to its nest.

T 4EA AT AOidhaAd .redel]l 1.AAAE

17.Seonaidh is speaking to my father.

T 4EA 3AT 1 AEAE A&thdwODEAEET T OE

18.They were making my dinner.

T "EA EAA AQd .dhieh]l Al E

19. His mother was wanting theflowers.

1 Bha .mhathair .ag iarraidh na fluraichean.

20.They were hearing my new song.

~

T "EA EAA AS .&dn@EIT.T OET I

21.1 was playing my harp.

T "EA [ E AGdclakshidbEAE



22.1 was walking with my dog.

T "EA T E A6 AIcRIOAAAEA 1A
23.1 am watching my television.

T 4EA [T E A6 Al tElébRiskdA .AEO
24.She was singing her song.

T "EA E AdoramAE] T
25.He is writing a letter to his brother.

4EA A A3 OCOyiBheatRakE .1 EOEO



Answer key

1. Ifell and broke my arm

"EA I E A6 OOEOAAI AcOO AEA T E A3 AOEOOAAZ
2. Theywere building their new town hall.

T "EA EAA A6 OI CAEI AT OAIT A 10O AAAS
3. | was seeinghis new film.

T "EA I E A6 EZAEAETT A1l FEEEIIT 10O AECAS
4. We were readingher new book

T "EA OET1 A3 1 AACEAAE Al 1 AAAEAO 10 AEAA
5. My family was sellingtheir house.

9 "EA i1 OEAACEI AAE A6 OAEA Al OAEGCEA AAA

6. The town is wanting its new park.

T 4EA A6 AEAEI A AC EAOOAEAE A6 DPEUEOAA 10O
7. Mary was running her race.

T "EA - UEOE AdceeOOEOE Al
8. Seumasis living in his own house

T 4EA 3A0I AO A6 AEOEOAAAE A1T1 0 Al OAECE AE
9. My friend is buying a new table at the store.

T Thai T AEAOAEA A6 AAATT AAE A
10. Alasdair and Marywere flying to New York.

1 Bha Alasdair agus Mairi agiealachadh a New York
11.1sabel is eating her cold dinner.

1 Bha Isabel ag ithe an dinnear fuar aice.
12.1 was helping Susan with her work.

T "EA I E A6 AOEAAAAEAAE 3EI OAEAE 1 AEO Al
13.Our dog was running away.

T "EA AO Al A8 OOEOE AEO £Z£AIl AES
14.The ball is hitting his eye

T 4EA Ai AAIT 1T A A3 AOAI AAE A OETEI 8
15.John was eating his breakfast.

T "EA )AElT Ac EOEA A6 AEOAAAEOO AECAS
16. The bird is returning to its nest.

T 4EA Al AOidhaAreadGiel 1| AAAE
17.Seonaidh is speaking to my father.

T 4EA 3AT1 AEAE A6 AOOEAEEITT OE i6 AOEAEOS
18.They were making my dinner.

T "EA EAA A8 AT ATAIE Al Ayi1TAEO ACAI 8
19. His mother was wanting the flowers.

1 Bha a mhathair ag iarraidh na fluraichean.
20. They were hearing my new song.

OAEO

Tl¢

OA T O AEGC ASd



T "EA EAA A6 Al OET1OETT A1l EOAT TO ACAIi 8
21.1 wasplaying my harp.

T "EA T E A6 Al OEAE A6 Al UOOAEAE ACAI 8
22.1 was walking with my dog.

9 "EA T E A6 AT EOAAAEA 1A i1 AEI 8
23.1 am watching my television.

T 4EA I E A6 AT EIi EAAA AEO Al OAI AAEEOAAI
24. She wassinging her song

T "EA E A8 OAEITT Al EOAET AEAAS
25.He iswriting a letter to his brother.

N

4EA A A6 OCOyil AEAAE 1 EOEO ¢cO A AEOUOEAOS



Dualchas na seachdain

nll.lll...

Tha a’ thid aig |
Maisy aqus Panda
a dhol a chadal.




Tha Maisy
a’ dinadh :.
nan cuirtearan. |

Tu“‘-\h tu-ao
ars a’ chailleach-

oidhche.

Tha Maisy ga
nighe fhéin agus
a’ bruisigeadh

a fiaclan.



Tha Maisy a’ cur
oirre a
deise-oidhche.

Tha i @’ dol
dhan leabaidh
agus a’ leughadh
storaidh.

Ach cait
a bheil Panda?







