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In addition to the National Health Mission Pradhan Mantri Ayushman 

Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM ABHIM) also known as Pradhan 

Mantri Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana (PMASBY) was launched to  

strengthen public health institutions and governance capacities.It was 

initially announced in budget 2021-22.The health infrastructure mission is 

the largest pan-India Health Infrastructure Scheme that aims to provide a 

much-needed fillip to India’s capacity to address emergent Public Health 

issues. This will bring about a paradigm shift in India’s healthcare 

infrastructure and make it more resilient. 
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE MISSION: NEED 

● Multi dimensional improvement in India's health sector is needed, it 

aims to transform India's healthcare from treatment to critical research. 

● According to the 2020 Index report by Oxfam India’s health budget is 

the fourth lowest in the world (expenditure on health as % of the total 

budget). Neighbouring countries Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh spent 

more on health than India (as % of the budget on health).  

● According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) India ranks 184 out 

of 191 countries in health spending. 

● To overcome shortcomings in primary health centres (PHCs). The 

existing public primary health care model in the country is limited in 

scope. Only services related to pregnancy care, limited childcare and 

certain services related to national health programmes are provided in 

most PHCs. 

● Lessons from pandemic such as the early months of the outbreak were 

particularly burdensome for the States with weaker health systems. 

● Inability of the private sector to share the burden gave the realisation 

that healthcare services cannot be left to independent forces. Further 

massive hospital bills have caused untold distress even among the 

middle class. 

● The Fifteenth Finance Commission recommended strengthening of 

urban and rural primary care, stronger surveillance systems and 

laboratory capacity as well as the creation of critical care capacity at 

different levels of the health system. The ABHIM aims to fulfil these 

recommendations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Current Affairs 

 
 

© Civils Café IAS Study Circle.                 www.thecivilscafeias.com | 73069 94905  4 

 
 

AYUSHMAN BHARAT HEALTH INFRASTRUCTURE MISSION: DETAILS 

● It is a pan India health infrastructure development scheme. 

● It will provide support to 17,788 rural Health and Wellness Centres 

in 10 ‘high focus’ states and establish 11,024 urban Health and 

Wellness Centres across the country. 

● Under this scheme a national institution for One health, four new 

national institutes for virology, a regional research platform for 

World Health Organisation (WHO) South East Asia Region, nine 

Biosafety level 3 laboratories and five new regional national centres 

for disease control will be created. 

● Critical care services will be available in all the districts of the 

country with more than five lakh population through exclusive 

critical care hospital blocks, while the remaining districts will be 

covered through referral services. 

 

PM-ABHIM: OBJECTIVES 

● To fill critical gaps in public health infrastructure, especially in critical 

care facilities and primary care, in both the urban and rural areas.  

● Establish an IT-enabled disease surveillance system through a network 

of surveillance laboratories at block, district, regional and national 

levels. 

● To detect, investigate, prevent, and combat public health emergencies 

and disease outbreaks. 

 

PM-ABHIM: KEY COMPONENTS 

● Comprehensive surveillance of infectious diseases: Under this, 

health and wellness centres will be opened in villages and cities, where 

there will be facilities for the early detection of diseases. Facilities such 
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as free medical consultation, tests, and medicine will be available at 

these centres. 

● Comprehensive diagnostics and treatment facilities: This will involve 

the development of testing infrastructure. All 730 districts of the 

country will get integrated public health labs and 3,000 blocks will get 

public health units. Apart from that, five centres for disease control, 20 

metropolitan units, and 15 BSL labs will strengthen this network. 

● Free diagnostics at district level: Under the PMSBY, 134 different 

types of tests will be done for free at the district level, which will not 

only save costs but also reduce unnecessary inconvenience for poor 

people. 

● Comprehensive pandemic research: The existing 80 viral diagnostic 

and research labs will be strengthened; four new National Institutes of 

Virology (NIVs) and a National Institute for One Health are being 

established. 

● Laboratory capacity under the National Centre for Disease Control, the 

Indian Council of Medical Research and national research institutions 

will be strengthened. Fifteen bio-safety level III labs will augment the 

capacity for infectious disease control and biosecurity. 

● Mobile hospitals: For the first time in Asia, two container-based 

hospitals with comprehensive medical facilities will be kept ready at all 

times under the PMASBY. One mobile unit will have 22 containers with 

100 beds each. 

● These mobile hospitals will be stationed in New Delhi and Chennai. 

These hospitals can be swiftly mobilised by rail or air to respond to any 

calamity or disaster in the country. 

● Strengthening NCDC: The existing National Centre for Disease 

Control (NCDC), which has a mandate to cover disease outbreaks, 

would be strengthened under PMASBY by adding three new divisions. 
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● These would be the climate change division, occupational health 

division, disaster management division. Five regional branches of 

NCDC — one each in the north, south, east, west and central regions 

— would be established. The overall epidemiological intelligence 

services would also be upgraded. 

WAY FORWARD 

● Cooperative Federalism: Centre needs to encourage active participation 

of states in this centrally sponsored scheme for the success of this 

programme. 

● Need to increase Health Budget -Parliamentary Standing Committee 

recommended that for reaching National Health Policy targets, the 

Government must allocate ₹1.6-lakh crore for public health during the 

current year. This is double the amount of the present central health 

Budget. 

● The centre has to increase the public funding on health to at least 2.5% 

of GDP as envisaged in the National Health Policy, 2017 to improve 

the health infrastructure and achieve national health policy targets. 

● The manpower availability in the health sector needs to be augmented. 

According to government data, India has 1.4 beds per 1,000 people, 1 

doctor per 1,445 people, and 1.7 nurses per 1,000 people. Over 30,000 

MBBS seats and 24,000 postgraduate seats in medicine have been 

added since 2014.The creation of infrastructure has to be matched with 

additional human resources, so the government has to improve the 

required manpower. 

● Check Malpractices in the Private health care sector, The Clinical 

Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act (CEA) should be 

properly implemented. 

PM-ABHIM and the Ayushman Bharat along with programmes like swachh 

Bharat mission, Jal jeevan mission, promotion of Yoga and AYUSH system of 
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Medicine will give a great impetus to the Indian Health care sector thus 

empowering it to deal with future health emergencies. 
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