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Kingpin Cricket Club

Safety Guidance, Parents/Guardians

In recent years, it has become increasingly common for professional cricketers and those playing at a high standard of recreational cricket to wear helmets while batting. Helmets are now more widely available and meet British Standard safety requirements.
Currently, many young cricketers playing with a hard ball do not wear helmets. However, the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) has issued new safety guidelines recommending that helmets be worn when batting against a hard cricket ball, both in matches and practice sessions. The ECB encourages players to consider helmets with a faceguard as standard protective equipment, alongside pads, gloves, and for boys, an abdominal protector (box).
Additionally, the guidance advises that young wicketkeepers should wear helmets when standing up to the stumps. These recommendations apply to all young players up to the age of 18.
While cricket is generally not considered a dangerous sport, the use of a hard ball introduces a potential risk of injury. Parents should assess the risk to their child, considering their skill level and the nature of the match or practice session.
The ECB has instructed all coaches, teachers, managers, and umpires to ensure that young players do not bat or stand up to the stumps when keeping wicket without a helmet during matches or practice sessions with a hard ball, unless written parental consent is provided.
For legal reasons, players will not be permitted to bat or keep wicket without a helmet in these situations until a signed consent form is received.
Please contact a club official if you require a consent form.
	
	
	



