
The	Advocate
Message From The President

To	my	fellow	Educators	in	the	Fight,	

What	a	school	year	this	has	started	off	to	be!	If	you	are	like	me	and	
have	been	keeping	up	with	the	news,	you	know	so	much	is	going	on	and	
we	are	only	in	the	first	months	of	the	school	year.	As	your	leader,	I	value	
transparency	so let	us go	there	for	a	moment.	I	have	struggled	with	how	
to	encourage	our	community	while	acknowledging	the	burden	that	has	

been	placed	on	our	shoulders.	Your	concerns	are	valid,	and	your	voices	are	being	heard.		
This	pandemic	has	created	circumstances	and	situations	that	none	of	us	could	have	
predicted.	Since	the	start	of	my	term	as	your	President,	I	have	been	working	to	ensure	that	
you	have	representation	at	the	table	and	in	the	rooms. My	daily	routine	includes	
conversations	with	the	Superintendent	and	those	who	report	to	him,	meetings	with	our	
Executive	Board,	and	attending	School	Board	meetings. These	are	just	a	few	of	the	things	I	
engage	in	on	your	behalf.	My	focus	is	on	keeping	the	lines	of	communication	open	with	all	
parties	to	find	solutions	to	our	problems.	

In	the	past,	the	beginning	of	the	school	year	has	always	been	a	time	filled	with	hope,	
promise,	and	reflection.	It	has	been	a	time	when	new	teachers	can	embrace	the	hope	and	
promise	of	a	magnificent	future	as	educators	with	teaching	positions	and	educational	
opportunities. It	has	been	a	time	when	our	Administrators	can	affect	reform	in	education	
and	help	our	early	career	Educators	who	are	the	future	of	education	and	humanity.		It	has	
been	a	time	for	our	veteran	Educators	to	become	mentors	and	positive	role	models	leaving	
a	legacy	to	education.

I	say	to	you	today,	that	despite	all	that	is	happening	around	us,	we	will	not	let	the	
situations	of	the	beginning	of	this	school	year	dictate	the	circumstances	of	our	profession	
as	Educators!	

In	times	like	these	we	do	not	give	into	fear. We	control	what	we	do,	and	we	will	lead	by	
example.		My	vision	for	our	members	is	to	use	the	full	weight	of	the	KCEA,	the	TEA,	and	the	
NEA	to	educate	ourselves	in	advocacy.	We	must	equip	ourselves,	enable	each	other,	and	
be	empowered!We	will	prepare	like	an	athlete	in	training	and	keep	our	focus	on	winning	
the	race	for	all	students,	and	our	profession.

This	is still the	time	for	Educators	to	celebrate	the remarkable	things that	our	students	
will	do. This	is still the	time	to	encourage	our	students	to	stay	steady	on	their	course	toward	
success.		This	is	still	the	time	to	encourage	our	students	to	concentrate	and stay	focused	on	
their	goals,	while	never	letting	distractions	interfere. This	is	still	the	time	to	ensure	that	all	
students	have	the	resources	needed	to	thrive and grow.

This	is	the	time	for	all	Educators	to	celebrate	the	power	that	we	have. We	must	come	
together	in	Unity	to	make	it	through	this	year.	We	have	the	power	to	build	a	better	future	
for	all!

Indeed,	it	is truly an	honor	and	a privilege to	serve,

Paula	Hancock,	President
Knox	County	Education	Association	
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On	August	23,	2021,	TEA	President	Beth	Brown	presented	a	2021	TEA	
Distinguished	Educator	Award	to	Antoinette	Williams.	The	Distinguished	
Educator	Award	Program	(DEAP)	has	been	a	TEA	tradition	since	1982	and	honors	
public	education	professionals	who	inspire	students,	parents,	colleagues,	and	the	
community	through	their	talents,	leadership,	and	community	service.

Antoinette	Williams	graduated	from	the	University	of	Tennessee,	Knoxville	with	
a	Master	of	Science	degree	in	Education	in	2002. She	is	originally	from	Merritt	
Island,	Florida.	She	served	in	the	United	States	Navy	from	1990-1994.

Antoinette	has	previously	taught	at	Vine	Middle	Magnet	School,	Farragut	Intermediate	School,	and	is	
currently	teaching	7th	grade	Social	Studies	at	West	Valley	Middle	School	here	in	Knoxville	where	she	serves	as	
the	yearbook	advisor	and	member	of	the	leadership	team. She	has	also	been	named	building	level	teacher	of	the	
year	in	2016	and	2020.

Antoinette	serves	on	The	Knox	County	Schools	Teacher	Advisory	Council	and	The	Knox	County	Schools	
Minority	Advisory	Council.	She	is	a	member	of	Alpha	Kappa	Alpha	Sorority,	Incorporated	(member	of	the	
Graduate	Advisor	Council	for	UTK’s	Zeta	Delta	Chapter)	and	has	been	a	member	of	the	UT	Black	Alumni	Council	
since	2016. She	is	also	a	member	of	UTK	Commission	for	Blacks

She	is	married	to	Jonathan	Williams	and	has	two	children,	Jasmine	and	Elijah.	
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The	Value	of	Membership

Congratulations	to	Antoinette	Williams	
2021	TEA	DEAP	Award	Winner!

Make the most of your membership with Member Benefits!
Visit neamb.com & tea.accessdevelopment.com
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Do	You	Know	Your	School	
Board	Representative?

District	1:	Evetty Satterfield
AEHS,	Beaumont,	Chilhowee,	
Fair	Garden,	Ft.	Sanders,	Green	
Magnet,	Holston,	L&N	STEM,	
Lonsdale,	Maynard,	Sam	E.	Hill,	
SMGM,	Spring	Hill,	Vine,	West	
View

District	2:	Jennifer	Owen
Belle	Morris,	Central,	
Christenberry,	Fountain	City,	
Fulton,	Gresham,	Inskip,	Paul	
Kelley,	Lincoln	Park,	Richard	
Yoakley,	Shannondale,	Sterchi,	
Whittle	Springs	

District	3:	Daniel	Watson
Bearden	Schools,	Cedar	Bluff	
Schools,	Ridgedale,	West	Haven	

District	4:	Virginia	Babb
Bearden	Elementary,	KAEC,	
Northshore,	Pond	Gap,	Rocky	
Hill,	Sequoyah,	West,	West	Hills	

District	5:	Susan	Horn
A.L.	Lotts,	Blue	Grass,	Farragut			
Schools,	West	Valley

District	6:	Betsy	Henderson
Amherst,	Ball	Camp,	Byington
Solway Technology	Center,	
Hardin	Valley	Schools,	Karns
Schools,	Northwest,	Norwood,	
Pleasant	Ridge

District	7:	Patti	Bounds
Adrian	Burnett,	Brickey-
McCloud,	Copper	Ridge,	Halls	
Schools,	North	Knox	Vocational,	
Powell	Schools

District	8:	Mike	McMillan
Career	Magnet,	Carter	Schools,	
Corryton,	East	Knox,	Gibbs	
Schools,	Ritta,	Sunnyview

District	9:	Kristi	Kristy
Bonny	Kate,	Dogwood,	Gap	
Creek,	Mooreland	Heights,	
Mount	Olive,	New	Hopewell,	
South-Doyle	Schools,	South	
Knoxville			

Retiring? 
Join KCRTA!



Knox	County Education Association

2411 E Magnolia	Avenue	
Knoxville,	TN	37917
Office: 865.522.9793
Cell:	 865.660.0822
Email: kceaintouch@bellsouth.net
kceaintouch.com
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Contact	the Editor:

Olivia	Cates	
ogcates42@gmail.com

The	(not so) Funnies...
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Calendar of	Events	
October	6																							KCS	Board	of	Education	Regular	Session

October	7 KCEA	Foundations	@	5	(5-6	p.m.)	Member	Benefits

October	11-15 Fall	Break	(No	Executive	Board	Meeting)*	

October	15-16 TEA	Board	of	Directors	Meeting,	TBD

October	21 Teacher	Supply	Depot	(Members	Only	4-6	p.m.)

October	23 KCS	Teacher	Supply	Depot	(8	a.m.	– 1	p.m.)

October	25 KCEA	Representative	Assembly

October	27 KCS	Board	of	Education	Quarterly	Workshop

October	28 KCEA/KCS	PECCA	Meeting	(4:30-6:30	p.m.)

October	28 KCEA	Foundations	@	5 (5-6	p.m.) TIGER	Observation

November	3 Board	of	Education	Work	Session

November	6	 TEA	Political	Academy,	Nashville

November	8	 KCEA	Executive	Board	Meeting

November	10	 KCS	Board	of	Education	Regular	Session

November	11 KCEA	Foundations	@	5	(5-6	p.m.)	SPED	Concerns

November	18 KCEA	Foundations	@	5	(5-6	p.m.) MOU	KCEA/KCS

November	19-21 TEA	Board	Retreat,	TBD

November	22 KCEA	Representative	Assembly

November	24-26 Thanksgiving	Holidays

November	29 KCEA/KCS	PECCA	Meeting	(4:30-6:30	p.m.)

December	1 KCS	Board	of	Education	Work	Session

December	1-4 NCUEA	Fall	Conference

December	8 KCS	Board	of	Education	Regular	Session

December	9 KCEA	Foundations	@	5	(5-6	p.m.) Financial	Health

December	13 KCEA	Executive	Board	Meeting

December	20- Winter	Break	(No	KCEA	Representative	Assembly)	
January	1

*Meeting	replacement	date	TBD


