
 

 

 

 

 

“Technology is a great tool and 
should be used to the maximum ex-
tent possible to improve our lives. 
However, like a tool in the hands of 
a stonemason, it is used most effec-
tively when it does not replace the 
mind, heart, and experience of the 
craftsman. Technology must not 
supplant nor replace the act of liv-
ing.” 

Vol 3, Issue 1                         Jan/Feb/Mar  

The Orient of Mississippi newsletter is published for the 
members, family and friends of the Ancient & Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Orient of Mississippi, and 
is available electronically to all current Scottish Rite 
Freemasons in Mississippi’s Valleys. The views ex-
pressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Orient of Mississippi or its officers. The 
official registration and financial information of the or-
ganization may be obtained from the Mississippi Secre-
tary of State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167. Regis-
tration by the Secretary of State does not imply en-
dorsement. 

Charles Keith, 32° KCCH (Clarksdale)……….(662) 902-4019 
John Kelly, 32° KCCH (Corinth)……………….(773) 587-9923 
James Case, 33° IGH (Gulfport)………………(228) 324-4262 
Larry Robinson, 33° IGH (Hattiesburg)……….(601) 603-0139 
Bill Sellers, 33° IGH (Jackson)………………...(769) 230-5760 
W.R. “Bill” Fortenberry, 32° KCCH (Meridian) (601) 616-5964 

THE MAGNOLIA TROWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 

2026 LODGE OF PERFECTION MEETINGS 
 

Clarksdale, 1st Tuesday of each month 
Mar 3, Apr 7, May 5, Jun 2, Jul 7, Aug 4, Sep 1,  

Oct 6, Nov 3 
 

Corinth, 2nd Thursday of each month 
Jan 13, Feb 10, Mar 10, Apr 14, May 12, Jun 9,  
Jul 14, Aug 11, Sep 8, Oct 13, Nov 10, Dec 8 

 
Gulfport, 3rd Friday of each month 

Jan 16, Feb 20, Mar 20, Apr 17, May 15, Jun 19*,  
Jul 17, Aug 21, Sep 18, Oct 16, Nov 20, Dec 18 

 
Hattiesburg, 1st Friday of each month 

Jan 2, Feb 6, Mar 6, Apr 3, May 1, Jun 5,  
Jul 3*, Aug 7, Sep 4, Oct 2, Nov 6, Dec 4 

 
Jackson, 1st Tuesday of each month 

Jan 6, Feb 3, Mar 3, Apr 7, May 5, Jun 2,  
Jul 7, Aug 4, Sep 1, Oct 6, Nov 3, Dec 1 

 
Meridian, 1st Thursday of each month 

Jan 1*, Feb 5, Mar 5, Apr 2, May 7, Jun 4, 
Jul 2, Aug 6, Sep 3, Oct 1, Nov 5, Dec 3 

 
For more information, 

contact the General Secretary in your Valley 

Rex C. Hasty §**  Hattiesburg 
Matt B. Mahan §*  Meridian 
Arthur L. Patrick §*   Hattiesburg 
Chester L. Finley §  Gulfport 
R. Lane Dossett §  Hattiesburg 
Ben B. Jones II **   Jackson 
Jude A. Loya * *  Meridian 
Jeffrey S. Guice *  Gulfport 
John B. McKelvy *  Gulfport 
Billy W. Sloan   Gulfport 
James A. Birdsong  Gulfport 

James A. Case  Gulfport 
Xerxes Z. Herrington II Hattiesburg 
Kyle L. Jordan   Jackson 
Dillian C. Knight  Corinth 
Joe W. Vawters  Hattiesburg 
Frank V. Walker III  Jackson 
Wilson A. Windham  Gulfport 
Stephen E. Yon  Gulfport 
Freddie C. Zehner  Hattiesburg 
 

* = 1 renewal; § = 3 renewals 



THE MAGNOLIA TROWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 

Fri Dec 19 - Valley of Gulfport Stated  
Sat Dec 20 - St. Leonard RC 
Thu Dec 25 - Christmas Day 

Sat Dec 27 - Feast of St. John  
Wed Dec 31 - New Year's Eve  

EVENT CALENDAR 

Thu Jan 1 - New Year's Day 
Thu Jan 1* - Valley of Meridian Stated  
Fri Jan 2 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated  
Sat Jan 3 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast  
Tue Jan 6 - Valley of Jackson Stated 

Thu Jan 8 - Valley of Corinth Stated  
Fri Jan 16 - Valley of Gulfport Stated  
Mon Jan 19 - MLK/REL Day  
Wed Jan 21 - Feast of Kadosh 

Tue Feb 3 - Valley of Jackson Stated  
Thu Feb 5 - Valley of Meridian Stated  
Fri Feb 6 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 
Sat Feb 7 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast  
Thu Feb 12 - Valley of Corinth Stated  

Mon Feb 16 - Presidents Day  
Fri Feb 20 - Valley of Gulfport Stated 
Tue/Wed/Thu Feb 24-26 - Miss. Grand 
Lodge Annual Communication 

Tue Mar 3 - Valley of Jackson Stated  
Tue Mar 3 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated  
Thu Mar 5 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Mar 6 - Valley of Hattiesburg 
Sat Mar 7 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast  

Sun Mar 8 Daylight Savings Begins  
Thu Mar 12 - Valley of Corinth Stated  
Fri Mar 20 - Valley of Gulfport Stated 
Sun Mar 29 - Palm Sunday  

 
STEPPING 
FORWARD 

TO LIVE OUR 
DEGREES  For submissions or arƟcles, please contact Ben Jones at bejo-

nesii@bellsouth.net or call (601) 927-8479. Whenever possible, 
please include a high-resoluƟon (300 dpi/PPI) photo with your sub-
mission. All submissions should be received at least 45 days before 
the date of publicaƟon. Submissions for the Apr-Jun 2026 newsleƩer 
must be received no later than mid April for consideraƟon. ArƟcles 
are subject to ediƟng and if published, become the property of the 
Orient of Mississippi. No compensaƟon is given for arƟcles, photo-
graphs or other materials submiƩed or published. 

We are in the period when the Winter Sol-
stice provides for the shortest day of the 
year, and our days begin to lengthen again. 
It is also the time when we celebrate the 
greatest gift provided to man. The miracle 
that only God can accomplish. The birth of 
Jesus through a Virgin Mother and the son 
of a carpenter through the lineage of King 
David fulfilling the promise that his would 
rule his people and the world forever. 

Although we have commercialized this peri-
od to such an extent that many forget the 
reason for this celebration, we as Scottish 
Rite Masons still uphold our true beliefs and 
celebrate accordingly. This is time for cooler 
temperatures, more inside activities and 
time to reflect on the events of the past and 
make plans for the next year. We often 
make goals to try to improve our future, but 
do we commit ourselves to seeing them 
through? Are we willing to put forth the effort  

THE MAGNOLIA TROWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 

Wed Apr 1 - Passover Begins 
Thu Apr 2 - Maundy Thursday 
Thu Apr 2 - Valley of Meridian Stated  
Fri Apr 3 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated  
Sun Apr 5 – Easter 
Tue Apr 7 - Valley of Jackson Stated  

Tue Apr 7 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated  
Thu Apr 9 - Valley of Corinth Stated  
Fri Apr 17 - Valley of Gulfport Stated  
Sat Apr 18 - Meridian Spring Reunion  
Fri/Sat Apr 24-25 - Corinth Spring Reunion  
Mon Apr 27 - Confederate Memorial Day  

The Supreme Council's Master CraŌsman College has a new, free 
course for candidates and newly-made Prince of the Royal Se-
cret. "The Ivory Key" is a short course that will help iniƟates get 
the most out of their Scoƫsh Rite Reunion experience. Plus, it is 
a great refresher course for all. Enroll at mastercraŌsmancol-
lege.org 



to make a change and carry it out? When was the last time you attended a 
Reunion and listened or participated in the ritual work of our Scottish Rite 
Degrees. When did you last review any of them and consider the lessons 
that can apply to our daily lives at home, work, or anywhere in general? 

I want to remind you that several people observe you each day. Your chil-
dren or grandchildren may want to be like you. What example are you truly 
providing for them and those around you? Do your actions, speech and con-
sideration for others reflect what our lessons teach us to do? What about 
the life that God’s word instructs us to do? This is the time to start planning 
to live a better life, planning to attend our meetings and reunions, and reju-
venating our relations with our brethren. Reunions should be about gather-
ing to catch up on old friends, renew our knowledge of our teachings. We 
strengthen ourselves by being with like-minded people such as our Church 
family or our brethren. 

All Valleys have elected new Officers, who will be installed soon if not al-
ready. They should be developing plans to lead according to the installation 
guidelines and charges. Are you one of these lucky enough to be in that po-
sition and will you commit to leading your group and teaching them as 
charged? Have you studied your parts and worked on memorizing your 
lines and their meaning to assist you in delivering them with the proper con-
viction? 

I challenge each of you to consider these things and let us work together to 
make this next year something we can be proud of, both personally and as 
a Valley. I look forward to seeing 
you at one of Stated meetings or 
Reunions.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. May the Blessing of Heaven 
be upon you, your family, and your 
friends.  
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December 3, 2025 

To: Past Masters of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi 

Dear Brethren: 

Our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Billy Wayne Bunch, would like to cordially invite all Masons to aƩend the 208th Annual 
CommunicaƟon of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi F&AM to be held at the HOLLYWOOD CONVENTION CENTER, 1150 CASINO 
STRIP RESORT BLVD., TUNICA, MISSISSIPPI 38664, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, FEBRUARY 24, 25, & 26, 2026.  

ROOM RESERVATIONS: 
Group names:  2026 Grand Lodge of MS Annual CommunicaƟon 

Phone Number:  662-357-7700 
Group Code:  Code SGL0222 (to book room(s)) 

Rate: All inclusive Room Rates Include Resort Fees and Tax 
SUN      MON-THUR      FRI&SAT      SUN 

$69.28       $74.78          $102.28    $69.28  
Start Date:  Now Open 

Last Day to Book Room:  February 14, 2025 or once the block is full. 
 

Book by Phone:  662-357-7700, Choose OpƟon 1, MenƟon Code SGL0222 
 

GRAND MASTER’S BANQUET: 

Our Grand Master cordially invites all Masons and their wives to aƩend the Grand Master’s Banquet on Tuesday evening, Feb-
ruary 23, 2026, at the HOLLYWOOD CONVENTION CENTER, at 7:00 P.M. Aƫre is Formal or Dark Suit for Men and Sunday Dress 
for Ladies. Tickets are required. You may order Ɵckets using the enclosed forms (make copies if you or your lodge needs addi-
Ɵonal copies).  Please order and pay for Ɵckets in advance from the Grand Lodge Office, and you can pick them up at the Grand 
Lodge RegistraƟon Desk on Tuesday, February 24, 2026. The Deadline to purchase banquet Ɵckets is February 7, 2026, (in order 
for the Grand Lodge Office to receive your payment prior to the meeƟng). 

Per our By-Laws, the Annual MeeƟng of the members of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi FoundaƟon will be held during the 
208th Annual CommunicaƟon of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, F. &. A. M. 

Sincerely & Fraternally, 
Gary B. Jones 
Grand Secretary  
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      VALLEY OF JACKSON 

VALLEY OF MERIDIAN 

VALLEY OF HATTIESBURG  
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  VALLEY OF CLARKSDALE 

  VALLEY OF CORINTH 

The Valley had a great Fall Reunion and an acƟve Christmas season. The KSA parƟcipated in Christmas parades in 
Fulton, Tupelo, and SalƟllo.  The KSA is also sponsoring a blood drive at the Corinth Consistory on January  31, 
2026. 

  VALLEY OF GULFPORT 

Spotlight on the Props Team 

The Valley Props Team had an evenƞul and producƟve year. Our team has worked Ɵrelessly behind the scenes to 
serve the brethren that parƟcipate in each degree. We have installed a camera system and door peep holes to aid 
in speeding up the conversion Ɵme between apartments. We currently have four regular members of the crew: 
James “Jim” Bergeron aka "Paw Paw;" David “Makes It Happen” Akins; Kevin “Sunshine Band” Carmichael; and 
Jeff “Do You Need Anything” Guice. If you have ideas, donaƟons, or would like to volunteer, please reach out--we 
welcome your support and enthusiasm. 

Some of the new elected Valley officers for the 2026 Masonic Year are: 
Venerable Master Lester Ivy, 32° KCCH  Personal Rep.   Lane DosseƩ, 33° 
Wise Master  Chris Rounsaville, 32° KCCH  Personal Rep. Emeritus Joe Vawters, 33° GC 
Commander  Art Patrick, 33°   Treasurer  John Smith, 32° 
Master of Kadosh Rex Hasty, 33°   Secretary   Larry Robinson, 33° 
       Almoner   Jason Jefcoat, 32° KCCH  

The Valley held its annual Pancake Day fundraiser on December 5, 2025, to support our area Dyslexia programs. 
Thanks to all that purchased plates and worked that day to ensure that we can conƟnue to support the Dyslexia pro-
grams year aŌer year.  
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Thu Jan 1* - Valley of Meridian Stated  
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Thu Jan 8 - Valley of Corinth Stated  
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Wed Jan 21 - Feast of Kadosh 
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Thu Feb 5 - Valley of Meridian Stated  
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Tue/Wed/Thu Feb 24-26 - Miss. Grand 
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Thu Mar 5 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Mar 6 - Valley of Hattiesburg 
Sat Mar 7 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast  

Sun Mar 8 Daylight Savings Begins  
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Orient of Mississippi. No compensaƟon is given for arƟcles, photo-
graphs or other materials submiƩed or published. 
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