
 

 

 

 

 

Any human who is unreceptive to 
new or different information, 
knowledge, feelings, or perspectives 
from others is a candle that cannot 
burn. Such a candle will give no 
light, share no warmth. 
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The Orient of Mississippi newsletter is published 
for the members, family and friends of the Ancient 
& Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Orient 
of Mississippi, and is available electronically to all 
current Scottish Rite Freemasons in Mississippi’s 
Valleys. The views expressed in this newsletter 
do not necessarily reflect those of the Orient of 
Mississippi or its officers. The official registration 
and financial information of the organization may 
be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of 
State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167. Regis-
tration by the Secretary of State does not imply 
endorsement. 

Charles Keith, 32° KCCH (Clarksdale)……….(662) 902-4019 
John Kelly, 32° KCCH (Corinth)……………….(773) 587-9923 
James Case, 33° IGH (Gulfport)………………(228) 324-4262 
Larry Robinson, 32° KCCH (Hattiesburg)…….(601) 603-0139 
Bill Sellers, 33° IGH (Jackson)………………...(769) 230-5760 
W.R. “Bill” Fortenberry, 32° (Meridian)…….....(601) 616-5964 

THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 

2025 Lodge of Perfection Meetings 
 

Clarksdale, 1st Tuesday of each month 
Mar 4, Apr 1, May 6, Jun 3, Jul 1, Aug 5, Sep 2,  

Oct 7, Nov 4 
 

Corinth, 2nd Thursday of each month 
Jan 9, Feb 13, Mar 13*, Apr 10, May 8, Jun 12,  
Jul 10, Aug 14, Sep 11, Oct 9, Nov 13, Dec 11 

 
Gulfport, 3rd Friday of each month 

Jan 17, Feb 21, Mar 21, Apr 18, May 16, Jun 20,  
Jul 18, Aug 15, Sep 19, Oct 17, Nov 21, Dec 18 

 
Hattiesburg, 1st Friday of each month 

Jan 3, Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4, May 2, Jun 6,  
Jul 4*, Aug 1, Sep 5, Oct 3, Nov 7, Dec 5 

 
Jackson, 1st Tuesday of each month 

Jan 7, Feb 4, Mar 4, Apr 1, May 6, Jun 3,  
Jul 1, Aug 5, Sep 2, Oct 7, Nov 4, Dec 2 

 
Meridian, 1st Thursday of each month 

Jan 2, Feb 6, Mar 6, Apr 3, May 1, Jun 5, 
Jul 3, Aug 7, Sep 4, Oct 2, Nov 6, Dec 4 

 
For more information, 

contact the General Secretary in your Valley 

Rex C. Hasty §**  Hattiesburg 
Matt B. Mahan §*  Meridian 
Arthur L. Patrick §*   Hattiesburg 
Chester L. Finley §  Gulfport 
R. Lane Dossett §  Hattiesburg 
Ben B. Jones II **   Jackson 
Jude A. Loya * *  Meridian 
John B. McKelvy *  Gulfport 
Billy W. Sloan   Gulfport 
James A. Birdsong  Gulfport 
James A. Case  Gulfport 

Jeffrey S. Guice  Gulfport 
Xerxes Z. Herrington II Hattiesburg 
Kyle L. Jordan   Jackson 
Dillian C. Knight  Corinth 
Joe W. Vawters  Hattiesburg 
Frank V. Walker III  Jackson 
Wilson A. Windham  Gulfport 
Stephen E. Yon  Gulfport 
Freddie C. Zehner  Hattiesburg 
 

* = 1 renewal; § = 3 renewals 
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Mon Sep 1 - Labor Day 
Tue Sep 2 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated 
Tue Sep 2 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Sep 4 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Sep 5 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 
Sat Sep 6 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast 

Thu Sep 11 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Fri Sep 19 - Valley of Gulfport Family Night 
Sat Sep 20 - Congressional School -  
          Lexington #24 
Mon Sep 22 - Rosh Hashanah 
Sat Sep 27 - Water Valley YR Festival 

EVENT CALENDAR 

Wed Oct 1 - Yom Kippur 
Thu Oct 2 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Oct 3 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 
Sat Oct 4 - Orient Honors Weekend 
Sat Oct 4 - Congressional School -  
            Corinth #116 
Tue Oct 7 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated 
Tue Oct 7 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Oct 9 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Sat Oct 11 - Valley of Gulfport Reunion 

Mon Oct 13 - Columbus Day 
Fri Oct 17 - Valley of Gulfport Open  
         Meeting 
Sat Oct 18 - Valley of Meridian Reunion 
Fri/Sat Oct 24-25 - Valley of Corinth  
         Reunion 
Sat Oct 25 - Congressional School -  
         R.P. Bowen #430 
Fri Oct 31 - Halloween 

Sat Nov 1 - Valley of Jackson Reunion 
Sat Nov 1 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast 
Sun Nov 2 - Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Tue Nov 4 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated 
Tue Nov 4 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Nov 6 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Nov 7 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 

Sat Nov 8 - Joppa & Hamasa Ceremonials 
Tue Nov 11 - Veterans Day 
Thu Nov 13 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Sat Nov 15 - Congressional School -  
           Circle #638 
Thu Nov 27 - Thanksgiving 

Tue Dec 2 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Dec 4 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Dec 5 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 
Sat Dec 6 - Wahabi Ceremonial 
Sat Dec 6 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast 

Thu Dec 11 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Sat Dec 20 - St. Leonard RC 
Thu Dec 25 - Christmas Day 
Sat Dec 27 - Feast of St. John 
Wed Jan 1 - New Year's Day 

For submissions or ar cles, please contact 
Ben Jones at bejonesii@bellsouth.net or 
call (601) 927-8479. Whenever possible, 
please include a high-resolu on (300 dpi/
PPI) photo with your submission. All sub-
missions should be received at least 45 days 
before the date of publica on. Submissions 
for the Jan-Mar 2026 newsle er must be 
received no later than mid December for 
considera on. Ar cles are subject to edi ng 
and if published, become the property of 
the Orient of Mississippi. No compensa on 
is given for ar cles, photographs or other 
materials submi ed or published. 



THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 



THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 



THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 



THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 



THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI THE MAGNOLIA TrOWEL OF MISSISSISSIPPI 

Mon Sep 1 - Labor Day 
Tue Sep 2 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated 
Tue Sep 2 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Sep 4 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Sep 5 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 
Sat Sep 6 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast 

Thu Sep 11 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Fri Sep 19 - Valley of Gulfport Family Night 
Sat Sep 20 - Congressional School -  
          Lexington #24 
Mon Sep 22 - Rosh Hashanah 
Sat Sep 27 - Water Valley YR Festival 

EVENT CALENDAR 

Wed Oct 1 - Yom Kippur 
Thu Oct 2 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Oct 3 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 
Sat Oct 4 - Orient Honors Weekend 
Sat Oct 4 - Congressional School -  
            Corinth #116 
Tue Oct 7 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated 
Tue Oct 7 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Oct 9 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Sat Oct 11 - Valley of Gulfport Reunion 

Mon Oct 13 - Columbus Day 
Fri Oct 17 - Valley of Gulfport Open  
         Meeting 
Sat Oct 18 - Valley of Meridian Reunion 
Fri/Sat Oct 24-25 - Valley of Corinth  
         Reunion 
Sat Oct 25 - Congressional School -  
         R.P. Bowen #430 
Fri Oct 31 - Halloween 

Sat Nov 1 - Valley of Jackson Reunion 
Sat Nov 1 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast 
Sun Nov 2 - Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Tue Nov 4 - Valley of Clarksdale Stated 
Tue Nov 4 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Nov 6 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Nov 7 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 

Sat Nov 8 - Joppa & Hamasa Ceremonials 
Tue Nov 11 - Veterans Day 
Thu Nov 13 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Sat Nov 15 - Congressional School -  
           Circle #638 
Thu Nov 27 - Thanksgiving 

Tue Dec 2 - Valley of Jackson Stated 
Thu Dec 4 - Valley of Meridian Stated 
Fri Dec 5 - Valley of Hattiesburg Stated 
Sat Dec 6 - Wahabi Ceremonial 
Sat Dec 6 - Valley of Gulfport Breakfast 

Thu Dec 11 - Valley of Corinth Stated 
Sat Dec 20 - St. Leonard RC 
Thu Dec 25 - Christmas Day 
Sat Dec 27 - Feast of St. John 
Wed Jan 1 - New Year's Day 

For submissions or ar cles, please contact 
Ben Jones at bejonesii@bellsouth.net or 
call (601) 927-8479. Whenever possible, 
please include a high-resolu on (300 dpi/
PPI) photo with your submission. All sub-
missions should be received at least 45 days 
before the date of publica on. Submissions 
for the Jan-Mar 2026 newsle er must be 
received no later than mid December for 
considera on. Ar cles are subject to edi ng 
and if published, become the property of 
the Orient of Mississippi. No compensa on 
is given for ar cles, photographs or other 
materials submi ed or published. 



 

 

 

 

 

Any human who is unreceptive to 
new or different information, 
knowledge, feelings, or perspectives 
from others is a candle that cannot 
burn. Such a candle will give no 
light, share no warmth. 
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