


Beloved Parish Family, 

The time of Christmas is a glorious time when every one of our senses is 
engaged, be it from the beautiful Christmas decorations, the music, the scent of the 
trees and wreaths, the smiles and greetings of “Merry Christmas,” Christmas parties 
and events, and of course the special food for this time of year.  We see the 
Christmas lights on homes and businesses and the nativity scenes throughout the 
city, especially in our churches.  We all know that this is a special time; every store 
we’ve entered since September has had Christmas products ready for sale! 

 

The reason for the season, as the saying goes, is the birth of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.  What exactly are we celebrating, though?  What is so amazing, glorious, and 
wonderful about Christmas?  We have a prayer in our Maronite Liturgy that sums up 
the beauty of Christmas in just a few lines: “You have united, O Lord, your divinity 
with our humanity and our humanity with your divinity, your life with our mortality 
and our mortality with your life. You have assumed what is ours, and you have given 
us what is yours for the life and salvation of our souls. To you be glory forever.”  

 

We celebrate the act of love that our Lord made in becoming human, 
honoring our humanity and life, and becoming vulnerable for us that we may be 
vulnerable in His presence.  He humbled Himself, showing us how to humble 
ourselves before Him.  He entered the world as the most precious gift of God, a 
pure child, for us to understand how precious we are as children of God called to be 
pure of heart to know our Father.   

         

 Christmas is the beautiful time we recall that the Creator of the World 
became like us, His creation.  As enormous and beyond comprehension as God is, 
He is not far off but always near. This truth we find in the person of Jesus 
Christ.  We see a great contrast in the birth of our Lord; on one hand, He is the 
Messiah who fulfills the prophecies of old, and on the other hand, He is born in a 
lowly, humble manner.  This is not an accident; this is by design of the Father for his 
children to know and feel that He is near.  

 

To God be glory forever - Merry Christmas! 

Fr. Tony Massad 



 

 

Please pray for 
  the following people who have died  

in the past years 
December 20 - 26 

 

Harry Beshara, Sadie Beshara, 

John Koury, George Abraham, 

Irene Rohan, Harry M. Beshara, 

Violet J. Rushwin, Betsy Featsent, 

Anthony J. Garono, Jr., 

Msgr. William Bonczewski, 

Naman Rezek, Mary Joseph, 

Joseph Mike, Sr., Ray Nakley, Sr., 

Ray Dohar, Florence Wansack, 

Roned Deeb, Goundore Tabet, 

Raymond Wilkeson, Rizzie Yazbek, 

Camille Chamoun, Anna Rushwin, 

Farid Rafidi, Joseph J. Farris, 

Benjamin Hayek 

 
 
 

SAT  20 DEC / GENEALOGY SUNDAY / St. Ignatius of Antioch 

4:30 PM 

+ Repose of Jaime Cardenas Duran, Beatriz Ramirez Granados, Anabel Cardenas Ramirez  
by Joe & Adriana Bishara and Family 

+ Repose of Amelia Yazbek by Kathy Kolitsos 
 

SUN 21 DEC / GENEALOGY SUNDAY / St. Julian of Tarsus 
08:30 AM 
+ Repose of Frances Stephan Jordan by Larry & Jo Ann Stephan 
+ Repose of Jackie Danofrio by Paulette Stanton 
 

11:00 AM 
+ Repose of Carol Desmond by Michael & Sandra Dohar 
+ Repose of Fady Chamoun by Yvonne Marzano 
 

MON  22 DEC / St. Anastasia of the Balkans 
 NO LITURGY 
 

TUE  23 DEC / 8:30 AM  / St. Eugenia 
+ Repose of William Michael by John & Cheryl Cucchiara 
 

WED  24 DEC / VIGIL OF THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD  
5:00 PM (Children’s Liturgy) 
+ For the Living & Deceased Members of St. Maron Parish  

 

8:00 PM  
+ For the Living & Deceased Members of St. Maron Parish  
 

THU  25 DEC / 10:00 AM / THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD  
+ For the Living & Deceased Members of St. Maron Parish  

 

FRI  26 DEC / 12:00 PM / Praises of the Mother of God 
+ For the Living & Deceased Members of St. Maron Parish  

 

SAT  27 DEC / SUNDAY AFTER THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD / St. Stephen 

4:30 PM 

+ Repose of Betty Joyce by Remon Hayek  
+ Repose of Jane Vigorito by Joe & Linda Warino 
 

SUN 28 DEC / SUNDAY AFTER THE GLORIOUS BIRTH OF OUR LORD / St. Marina 
08:30 AM 
+ Repose of Adwane Warchol by Jerry & Beverly Vross 
+ Repose of Aleda Bukovinsky by Jane & Allan Orr 
 

11:00 AM 
+ Repose of Camille & Fady Chamoun by The Chamoun Family 

+ Repose of Richard Anthony Beshara by Mom Margo and Sisters Laurece & Nawal 

+ Repose of Emile Chahine by Joe & Tony Chahine and Families 

THIS  WEEK’S READINGS 
Is 11:1-4a, 6-9; Rom 1:1-12, 
Mt 1:1-17 
 

Lectors - December 20 & 21 
Saturday 
4:30 pm:    Mike Dohar 
 / Charles Zidian, Jr. 
Sunday 
8:30 am:      Salma Hallett 
          /Brian Godsen 
 
11:00 am:     Kalyn Sharrow 
 / Zach Zidian 

For emergencies, 
Please contact: 

Fr. Tony Massad at (810) 691-7055 

We pray the Rosary in church every Saturday at 4:10 pm and before weekday liturgies  
at 8:10 am on Tuesday and Thursday and at 11:40 am on Friday. 

We also pray the Rosary every Wednesday at 6:15 pm in the church and on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember in your prayers 
 

SHUT-INS AT HOME:  

Ann Detec, Marie Eckenrode, Joann Knuth,  
Vail Rohan, Frank Santisi, Jr. 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
Rev 21:9-10, 21-27;  
Mt 2:1-12 
 

Lectors - December 27 & 28 
Saturday 
4:30 pm:    Christopher Brocious 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am:      Vince Talley 
 
11:00 am:     Charbel Farah 

CONNECT TO LIVE STREAMS: 
Website: https://www.stmaronyoungstown.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmaronyoungstown 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/saintmaronyo 

ALTAR SERVERS 
THIS WEEK - Dec. 20 & 21 
Sat. -    4:30 pm Volunteers 
Sun. -   8:30 am Ryan / Ava 
            11:00 am   Sergio / Juliani 
 
 

NEXT WEEK - Dec. 27 & 28 
Sat. -    4:30 pm Volunteers 
Sun. -   8:30 am Joe / Anna 
            11:00 am   Sergio 
 

Ushers:        
Sat: Michael Essad, Bill Alexander,  
Buddy Rezek and volunteers, please 
Sun: John Farris and Volunteers, please 

 

https://stmaronyoungstown.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaronyoungstown
https://www.instagram.com/saintmaronyo


UPCOMING EVENTS 
MYO Kolachi Preparation Day - Sat., Dec. 20th (Antioch Hall) 
MYO Movie Night - Sunday, December 28th from 6 to 9 PM 
New Year Eve Party-Wed., Dec. 31st after 8:00 pm Liturgy (Antioch Hall) 
St. Maron Feast Day Hafle - Sat., Feb. 7th after 4:30 pm Liturgy (MC) 
St. Maron Festival 2026 - July 11th & 12th, 2026 

Weekly Financial Report 12/14/2025 

Offertory  Collection (63 envelopes used of 258) $4,307.00 

Candles $153.00 

Needy (5 envelopes) $85.00 

Patriarchal Charities (1 envelopes) $50.00 

Christmas Offering (2 envelopes) $100.00 

Christmas Flowers (2 envelopes) $80.00 

Online Offerings (6 envelopes) $575.00 

Thank you for your generous donations!  

Happy Birthday! 

Dec  20 Myranda Bukovinsky, Jase Halko 

Dec  21 John Hallett, Deannleana Mason 

Dec  22 Bridgette Vasbinder, Marian Nolletti 

Dec  23 Brittany Dohar, Sara Rochon 

Dec  24 Kathy Bukovinsky, Berni Hamrock 

             MYO CHRISTMAS KOLACHI BAKE SALE! 
If you’ve placed an order, your delicious kolachi rolls will be 
ready for pickup after the Liturgies on Saturday, December 20th 
at 5:30 PM and on Sunday, December 21st at 9:30 AM and 12:30 PM. 
Thank you for your generosity and supporting the MYO. 

SANCTUARY CANDLES - DECEMBER 
 In Loving Memory of Thomas M. & Mary Zackia Joseph 

 by Their children, Grandchildren, and Great-grandchildren. 
 

 In Loving Memory of Vince L. Marzano, Sr. & Vince Marzano, Jr. 
 by Loving Wife & Mother, Yvonne Marzano and Family 

 

 In Loving Memory of Helene D’Apolito & Joni B. Craven  
 by Cousin Yvonne Marzano 
 

ALTAR WINE - DECEMBER 
 In Loving Memory of Joe & Rose Hanna  
 by Nina Hanna 
 

ALTAR BREAD - DECEMBER 
 In Loving Memory of Joseph Hanna  
  by Nina Hanna 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA 
Starting Monday, Dec. 15th through Tuesday, Dec. 23rd.  
Weekday novenas are at 7:00 pm, and weekend novenas will be after 
Saturday 4:30 pm liturgy & Sunday 11:00 am liturgy. 

MYO NEWS 

Join us for Kolachi Preparation Day on Saturday, Dec. 20th, at the  

Antioch Hall Kitchen. Bring your aprons, rolling pins, and plenty of energy 

as we come together to prepare the very best kolachis for our annual 

Christmas sale. Also, mark your calendars for the upcoming MYO Midwest 

Regional Retreat taking place March 15–17, 2025. This retreat promises 

inspiring talks, prayer, fun activities, and a chance to grow in faith with 

youth from across the region.  

For more details and registration, please visit www.maroniteyouth.org  

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY 

Join us for a joyful Family New Year’s Eve Party on Wed., Dec. 31st, 

immediately following the 8:00 pm Liturgy in Antioch Hall.  

Everyone is invited, simply bring a side dish or dessert, and feel free to 

BYOB as we enjoy an evening of music, and fun for all ages.  

Admission is $20 for adults, while youth 18 and under are free. To help us 

prepare, please sign up using the sheet in the foyer or by emailing the 

parish office, and kindly submit your payment either by mail or by placing 

it in the offertory basket. 

LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS GIFTS!   

We have cedar tree caps, Lebanese aprons, and shirts available  including 
fun children’s T-shirts , adult tee & polo shirts, and men’s Dry-Fit golf 
shirts. All make great Christmas gifts! Call or stop in our office for size & 
style availability to select your gifts! 

                ... to all of Saint Maron’s Giving Tree Angels! 

We were able to provide many gifts and needs for the children. 

Thank you for your donations for those less fortunate in our community.  

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve: 4:30 pm Christmas concert (Choir) 
  5:00 pm Children’s Liturgy (Vigil) 
  8:00 pm Divine Liturgy (Vigil) 

 

Christmas Day: 10:00 am Divine Liturgy  

 

New Years Eve: 8:00 pm Liturgy (NYE Party to follow)  

 

New Years Day: 11:00 am Liturgy 

GOSPEL OF THE WEEK 

Matthew 1:1–17, the genealogy of Jesus, may seem like a list  

of names, but it is a profound proclamation that God works  

through real, imperfect human history to bring about salvation. 

This lineage includes saints and sinners, heroes and broken people, 

outsiders and unexpected figures, showing that God’s plan is never 

limited by human weakness or failure.  

Through this long journey of generations, God was quietly preparing 

the world for the birth of His Son, weaving grace through every story 

until the fullness of time arrived in Jesus Christ.  

Reflecting on this, we are reminded that God is also at work in our 

stories, our families, our past, our struggles, and our hopes, bringing 

light out of darkness and purpose out of confusion. As we prepare for 

the birth of Jesus, this passage urges us to trust that no part of our lives 

is beyond God’s reach. Advent becomes a time to look at our own 

family lines, our own histories, and invite Christ into them, healing 

what is wounded, strengthening what is weak, and blessing what is 

good. Just as God patiently prepared the world across generations, we 

are invited now to prepare our hearts: to welcome Jesus with openness, 

humility, and hope, believing that He desires to write a new chapter  

of grace in our lives today.  

http://www.maroniteyouth.org










A Very Merry Christmas 
 

’Twas the night before Christmas, in the parish so warm,  

Not a shab was complaining, not even a storm.  

The icons were glowing, St. Maron looked pleased,  

And the mabkhara smoked gently with frankincense breeze. 

 

The Sitto made cookies… The Jiddo said prayer,  

“Yalla ya Rab,” he whispered, “send peace everywhere.”  

The kids were all sleeping, dreaming big dreams,  

Of angels and shepherds and knefeh with cream. 

 

When out in the church hall there rose such a sound,  

I thought, “Ya Allah! Who’s walking around?”  

I peeked by the altar, with awe and delight,  

And there stood St. Nicholas, glowing so bright! 

 

He smiled and he laughed, said, “La tkhaf, habibi,  

Trust in what will be.”  

His sack was quite full, not gadgets or toys,  

But mahabbé & forgiveness, for girls and for boys. 

 

“Pray strong like your parents, be joyful, be kind,  

Keep Christ in your hearts and your faith intertwined. 

Hold fast to your traditions, so ancient, so true 

your warmth, your Dabke, and Mjadra too.” 

 

He winked and he vanished, so peaceful, so fast,  

Like incense that fades but its meaning still lasts.  

And I heard as he whispered, before leaving the door:  

“Milad Majeed, today and evermore.” 

 

        May the newborn Christ fill your homes with Faith,  

        Your tables with Laughter,  

        Your hearts with Peace,  

        And your gatherings with Joy. 








