
  © SP2026 

 

 

 

 

 

A-Level Psychology 

Practice Paper  

This is a practice paper intended for revision 

following the OCR specification. 

 

    Paper 1: Research Methods 
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21. Outline one strength of using a structured observation in this study.  (2) 
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22. Identify and explain two ethical issues which would need to be considered when carrying out 

this observation.  (4) 
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23. Identify two sub-categories the psychologist could observe to assess ‘co-operation’ in the 

children and explain how these could be operationalised in this study. (4) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

24. Outline one control the psychologist would need to consider in this observation. (2) 
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25. Explain why it was necessary for the psychologist to create a covert observation booth in this 

study. (2) 
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26. Outline two weaknesses of conducting structured observations as shown in this study.  (6)                                                                                                                                                                 
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27. Explain how you would use the observation method to investigate pro-social behaviour in a 

group of pre-school children. Justify your decisions as part of your explanation.  

You must refer to:  

• your research hypothesis 

• the sample and sampling technique  

• how you would operationalise your behavioural categories  

• one way you could ensure inter-rater reliability 

 

You should use your own experience of carrying out an observation to inform your response. (15) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 



  © SP2026 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



  © SP2026 

 

 

 

 

28. Write an appropriate alternate hypothesis for this study. (3)  
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29. Operationalise the two variables used in this study. (2) 

V1 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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V2 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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30. (a) Explain how the researchers would have used random sampling to gather the sample of 

participants in this study. (3)  
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(b) Give one strength and one weakness of using random sampling in this study. (4) 
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31. (a) The psychologist used the Spearman’s ranked correlation coefficient test to analyse the data 

from this study. Explain why this was an appropriate test to use. (2)  
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(b) The inferential test result produced a calculated value of +0.821 Explain what this means. (3) 
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Table 1:  

 

 

(c) Use table 1 to identify whether the result is significant at the 5% probability level .  

Write a significance statement for this study and outline what it tells us about hours spent revising 

and exam success. (4)  
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32. Explain what p<0.05 would mean as part of the significance for the analysis of this data.   (3) 
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33. Quantitative data was collected from the scores for each variable. Outline one strength and one 

weakness of quantitative data in this study. (4) 
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34. Variable 2 was analysed from the thirty Y11 student diaries and measured by recording the total 

number of hours spent revising. Discuss one problem with collecting data this way. (2) 
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35. (a) Outline one problem with conducting correlational research as shown in this study. (3) 
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(b) Explain why an interview may be a more valid way of collecting data in this study. (2)  
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