
 

 

 



 

INTRODUCTION 

Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all AS and A-level 

Psychology specifications and all exam boards. The exams will measure how students have 

achieved the following assessment objectives. 

This guide helps you develop the skills to ensure you meet the assessment objective criteria. 

It will focus on AO2 skills.  

 

AO2:  

Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and 

procedures:  

• in a theoretical context  

• in a practical context  

• when handling qualitative data  

• when handling quantitative data. 

 

AO2 skills require you to apply your knowledge and understanding to given stem scenarios 

or situations. You must use the information cited in the stem to help guide your reasons. You 

can make reference to the stem by quoting parts which are relevant to your answer and give 

examples to show your knowledge. Often the clues are given in the stem – underline what 

you think they are before you begin. AO2 content could be in any topic question including 

research methods. 

 

This guide will show you examples of exam questions along with their mark schemes, 

highlighting how you can maximise your AO2 marks. The examples come from AQA, Pearson 

Edexcel and Cambridge OCR. 

 

 



EXAMPLES 

Look at the responses given, can you see how it answers the question? 

Short Answer Questions 

 

 

 

All the marks allocated are for application to Sam and how fMRI’s might be used to study his 

memory. The question requires knowledge of the use of fMRI scans for memory particularly 

for cases of STM loss as in Sam’s. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

As this question requires a response from the information in the stem, it can only be AO2. 

Most research methods questions will be giving credit for AO2 unless in some cases where 

they ask you to define or evaluate, which could be AO1 or AO3. Accessing mark schemes 

online will help you differentiate these questions.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

AO2 marks are allocated in this question as the response can only come from information 

provided from the stem scenario. Information from the stem must be clearly outlined in your 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

As the IV and DV are in context to the stem scenario this question is assessing AO2 marks. 

 

 



 

This question is asking specifically how Lisa could have used random sampling to gather her 

participants. It wants suggestions of how Lisa could do this in relation to the situation in the 

stem. The context from the question must be in your answer. This is all AO2. 

 

Extended Answer Questions 

 

 



 

This question allocates marks for both AO1 and AO2. This response will only focus on the AO2 

marks. 

 

 

This response requires a direct link back to the stem scenario with Leoni. Each point you 

make must be related to this stem. It also needs to be clear that you are linking your 

knowledge of the WMM of memory directly to this situation. Quote information from the 

stem. 



 

 

 

 

All the marks allocated in this 10-mark question are AO2. It is asking for strategies/ practical 

suggestions based on the stem scenario. These suggestions must relate directly to the 

context in the question. It also wants to see knowledge of how the suggestions could be 

used, you need to apply your knowledge of the topic to this scenario.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

This question has AO1, AO2 and AO3 marks. This response will focus on the AO2 marks.  

 

 

All of the 4 marks for AO2 require application to the stem scenario with Joy. Each point is 

giving a specific example of how the filter theory may relate to Joy.  

 



 

 

 

This question has AO1, AO2 and AO3 marks. This response will focus on the AO2 marks.  

 

 

All of the 4 marks for AO2 require application to the stem scenario with Leela. Each point is 

giving a specific example of how gender schema theory may relate to her.  

 

 

 

 



PRACTICE 

Access past exam papers online to practice your AO2 skills. Do not forget to meet the criteria 

you must;  

‘Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and 

procedures; in a theoretical context, in a practical context, when handling qualitative data or 

when handling quantitative data.’ 

 

REMINDER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://studypsychology.co.uk 


