
 

 

 



 

INTRODUCTION 

Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all AS and A-level 

Psychology specifications and all exam boards. The exams will measure how students have 

achieved the following assessment objectives. 

This guide helps you develop the skills to ensure you meet the assessment objective criteria. 

It will focus on AO3 skills.  

 

AO3:  

Analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence, including in 

relation to issues, to:  

• make judgements and reach conclusions  

• develop and refine practical design and procedures. 

 

AO3 skills require you to demonstrate your evaluation skills. The exam questions may use 

words like discuss, assess or evaluate. AO3 is the ability to show your critical thinking skills 

and make judgements or form arguments. Questions could also ask you to compare or 

explain strengths and weaknesses. It is expected that you use subject specialist terminology 

and that you are clear on your understanding of the definitions of each term you use. Make 

sure they are relevant and in context.  

 

This guide will show you examples of exam questions along with their mark schemes, 

highlighting how you can maximise your AO3 marks. The examples come from AQA, Pearson 

Edexcel and Cambridge OCR. 

 

 



 

EXAMPLES 

Look at the responses given, can you see how it answers the question? 

Short Answer Questions 

 

 

 

Evaluation skills include the analysis of supporting or conflicting evidence, so using a study 

can help justify your point. Evaluation points could be related to the usefulness or practical 

application of the topic or could relate to the methodology (particularly if the question asks 

you to evaluate a piece of research). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

The questions could also use a key evaluation term in the wording, so make sure you know 

the definitions of each one. In this case if you do not know what reliability means you may 

not be able to answer this question.  

 

 



 

This question has one AO1 mark and one AO3 mark. The AO3 mark is for the justification of 

the weakness, just stating the weakness is only AO1.  

 

 

 

This question has used an AO3 key evaluation term (reliability) so you must show your 

knowledge of this. However, as this is a research methods question the response is expected 

to be in context to the stem scenario.  

 



 

 

This answer is divided into two (3+3) as it specifically requested one strength and one 

weakness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extended Answer Questions 

 

 

 

This question has both AO1 and AO3 marks. This response will only focus on the AO3 skills.  



 

As this question is asking you to evaluate a theory, many of the evaluation points credited 

are for evidence. In AO3 questions try and balance your evaluation points to include both 

sides of the argument (both strengths and weaknesses).  

 

 



 

This question has both AO1 and AO3 marks. This response will only focus on the AO3 skills.  

 

AO3 evaluation can also include alternative arguments or explanations. In this case the 

cognitive explanation is an alternative view to the biological for schizophrenia. 



 

 

 

This question has both AO1 and AO3 marks. This response will only focus on the AO3 skills.  

 

 

As this question has 10 marks allocated to the AO3, you would be expected to give at least 

two strengths and two weaknesses. As the question is asking you to evaluate an explanation, 

supporting evidence and conflicting evidence will gain you more marks. 



 

 

This question includes both AO1 and AO3 marks. This response only focuses on the AO3. 

 

This question was asking about an AO3 key evaluation term (validity) so the answer must 

only make reference to the different types. It is expected that you refer to research studies in 

your answer that are relevant to the topic area. Your examples from this will help consolidate 

your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRACTICE 

Access past exam papers online to practice your AO3 skills. Do not forget to meet the criteria 

you must show your ‘knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques 

and procedures’. 

 

REMINDER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://studypsychology.co.uk 


