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1. 

 
 

a. Describe one way in which the behavioural category of ‘aggressive’ behaviour could be operationalised in 

this study. (2) 
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b. Explain what the data in table 1 tells us about the differences between males and females and their 

‘aggressive behaviour over other males in the group’. (2) 
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c. Give one strength of conducting a naturalistic observation in this study. (2) 
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d. The psychologist used event sampling in this observation, define what this means. (2) 
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e. Suggest one way in which the psychologist could improve the reliability of this observation. (2)  
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f. The psychologist decided to analyse the data using a Chi-Squared test. Explain why this is a suitable choice of 

test for this investigation. (3) 
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g. Use the formula below to calculate the degrees of freedom for this test.  (1) 

 

             Answer ……………………………. 

 

 

 
 

h. The calculated value from the Chi-Squared test was 2.093. Use the critical value table to determine the 

significance of this result and write a significance statement to explain this result. (2) 
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i. Outline one conclusion that could be made about social dominance in chimpanzees based on the results of 

this investigation. (1) 
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2.  

 
 

a. Outline how the researchers could use volunteer sampling to gather a sample of 20 student participants in 

this study. (2) 
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The descriptive statistics calculated from the results of the study are shown in table 2. The mood rating 

scores were collated for the total sample of 20 participants based on their scores from the questionnaire 

(where mood was recorded as 1 = sad and 5 = happy).  

 

 
 

b. Using the mean data in table 2, outline one conclusion which can be made about feelings of mood after 

seeing the coloured pictures? (2) 
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c. Give one reason to explain the differences in the standard deviation scores seen in  table 2. (2)  
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d. Suggest one way the researchers could improve this study. (1) 
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Total Marks for Section A: 24 marks 
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3.  

 
 

 

a. The researchers wanted to compare the responses to the question regarding listening to advice from friends. 

Using the data in table 3, calculate the percentage (%) for boys who said ‘YES: listen to advice’. (2) 

 

 

 

 

(i) Answer for YES: listen to advice ………………………………….. 
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b. Explain how social identity theory supports the findings of this study. (6) 
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4. Evaluate the classic studies by Sherif (1954/61) and Watson and Rayner (1920) in terms of reductionism . 

(16)  
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Total Marks for Section B: 24 Marks 

 

 
 

5.  Henry has just celebrated his 50th birthday with his family. He has noticed that at times he struggles to 

control his anger, and often snaps at his two young sons, without meaning to. Henry’s father also has issues 

with anger and was not a loving or affectionate father to Henry growing up. Henry recently started 

experiencing intense headaches and as a result has given up a successful career in property management. 

This is also making him resent his wife, who tries tirelessly to keep him happy and positive.  

 

Evaluate the extent to which theories in biological psychology could be used to explain Henry’s feelings of 

anger and resentment. You must make reference to the context in your answer.  (12) 
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6.  Assess how comparisons of ways of explaining behaviour using different themes might help our 

understanding of cognitive psychology. (20) 
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Total Marks for Section C: 32 Marks 

 

 

 

 



© SP2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


