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Showing Love To
Those Who Need It
The Most...

Barbara JP Thomas’ Report

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus!
I have served at the Rochester Family Mission (RFM) for 19 years and
will continue to do so until the Lord says differently. During this time, I have experienced times of drought and times of plenty. At all times, however, God has been
faithful! Just when it seemed like the doors of the Mission were going to close (and
believe me, that almost happened several years ago!), the Lord opened another door
using a faithful donor. This person, along with our faithful supporting churches and
other individuals, allowed the ministry to continue helping others and thereby
bringing glory to God. For 92 years RFM, once known as the Gospel Tabernacle,
has reached out to those in our community who are less fortunate and need help
from someone. RFM’s board of directors and staff are committed to continuing
this ministry of helping others following the example of Jesus.
The Scriptures are clear about how we should serve others. Jesus said that
we should love our neighbors as ourselves. This love can only be seen in how we
treat others. Jesus reached out to those who were hurting, and we should do the
same. There are those who look at the people we serve and say, “They are lazy and
do not want to better themselves.” Such a statement indicates rash and judgmental
thinking. Jesus did not judge people where they were in their circumstances, so why
should we? We are commanded to serve. As believers, we should do just that. Unless we break bread with someone and fully understand their circumstances, we will
never understand how difficult it is to lift oneself up when things in life come at
them constantly.
RFM staff and volunteers really go out of their way to get to know our clients personally and pray with them. For many years, volunteers have touched the
lives of those we serve in many ways. The clients often tell me that they are so appreciative of how the Mission volunteers treat them as brothers and sisters and not
as “lost causes.” The compassion shown by our volunteers is similar to the love that
Jesus showed to the people of His day. Many of our volunteers come to bless others
and end up being blessed themselves. In fact, some of our volunteers help at the
Mission when they themselves have issues (depression, lack of food, etc.). The fact
is that without our faithful volunteers, this ministry could not exist. And if RFM
was not around, our clients would not be able to survive.
For the past 17 years, Pastor Marvin Robinson from Mission Door has
faithfully taught Bible study at the Mission. The clients always enjoy the lesson and
ask questions. You can see that the Word of God is transforming their lives, despite
how slow this process actually is. Marv is a veteran who was injured in Vietnam
and is not always in good health. We could use another person to help him when he
is not able to attend.
Volunteering is certainly an important aspect of RFM. We need people to
come beside the staff to provide better services to our clients. However, it still takes
finances to run our various programs and purchase the materials needed for these
programs. To all those who already serve and give to RFM, thank you so much! We
really appreciate you. To others considering giving, stop by the Mission and see if
this is a place where you would like to do so. If anyone would like to talk to me or
take a tour of the Mission, please call me at 585-436-7523.
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315 (March - June) Families received food from our Mobile Pantry Program.
The pantry was closed January through March due to the weather.
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15,197 pounds of fresh vegetables and non-perishable food
were donated and given to families in need.
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457 people received personal care items this quarter
(toothpaste, deodorant, etc.) this quarter.

376 children and adults received clothing from our
clothing ministry. We plan to expand this ministry in
the near future.

156 adults in transitional living situations were given
household items, appliances, and furniture.

273 mothers received diapers for their children.
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114 individuals enrolled in our parenting class. 76 of the
114 completed the training. Many had transportation and
daycare issues, a major reason for not completing the
course. When they were in class, they the information
helpful.

17 individuals received counseling for anger management.
Many of these people were teens.

26 adults spoke with a member of our staff about their
problem with substance abuse and alcohol. 10 were men
and 6 were women.

127 mothers expressed a need for counseling for anxiety
and depression.

Mothers

Referrals were made when needed.
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Helping Hands Highlights
Volunteering at RFMission

Jack Staversky
Director of Operations & Ministry Service

RFM’s kitchen was recently renovated by workers from Browncroft Community Church (BCC) and funded
by a grant from them. The kitchen was last addressed in 1954, the year the building was constructed. The transformation is just unbelievable. The project involved more than just replacing the old cabinets and dilapidated sink walls were torn down and much needed painting done as well. This renovation allows us to significantly expand
the seating area for our food pantry and Wednesday night dinner. Bud Knapp (Pittsford Community Church) drew
the plans for the renovation and arranged for the engineer to review the plans for removing the wall. We now have
a steam table and (soon) new windows provided by BCC, new flooring in the expansion, and refrigeration from an
anonymous donor from Pittsford Community. Because of the volunteers completing all the labor, we were able to
stretch the $25,000 grant and make it go farther to complete the project. Our sincere thanks go to Jack Staversky,
Director of Operations and Ministry Services at BCC, and Ken Kennedy for organizing and completing the project.
Unfortunately, both men had to have knee surgery, but within only a week or so, they were both back on the job.
We also want to thank all the crew involved!
We want to thank Ken Odell for volunteering to teach on Wednesday nights. Our previous teacher, Gary
Kneezel (BCC), retired after 10 years of faithful service. He will be greatly missed. Gary always joined the clients
during mealtime. He got to know them, and the clients got to know Gary. Many have been asking when he will return. They thought Ken was just a temporary substitute but they are finally realizing that he will not be teaching
anymore. Gary, if you read this report, please stop by whenever - you are greatly missed! Ken also joins the clients
during mealtime, and they are beginning to open up more to him. Ken was not a new face. He and his wife Beth
(former bookkeeper at RFM), always volunteer. Ken is also here on some Saturdays teaching the men at Victorious
Living. Beth is at the Mission on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month working with the youth from Victorious Living. Both attend Pittsford Community Church.
We are having a MEET & GREET at the mission on August 23rd from 4pm to 7pm. Please, come out and
meet our new board members. In December, our volunteers Dave and LeeAnn Dunn from Roberts Wesleyan College (In Jesus Name Ministry) will be retiring. We will be honoring them, Gary Kneezel, Marvin Robinson, and
many of our supporting churches volunteers, who help coordinate our Thanksgiving and Christmas projects at our
Annual Banquet in October of this year. SAVE the DATE - October 19th! Also, please consider volunteering at
the Mission.

Annual Giving as of June 30, 2019
Elevate
$2,500 - Above
Browncroff Community Church
Browncroff Community Church Foundation Grant
Browncroff Community Church Mission Fund
Foodlink

Hanlon Architects
Pittsford Community Church
Christopher & Kelly Maloney
Terrence & Cynthia Willis

Empower
$1,300 - $2,499
Mission Door
Evangelical Church of Fairport
Peter Requa

Rochester Christian Reformed Church
Michael & Barbara JP Thomas
Webster Bible Church

Encourage
$400 - $1,299
Russell Aizer & Claudia Stanek
City Hope Wesleyan Church
Lynne Cymbal
Kenneth & Rosa Day
Amy Galle
Paul & Anita Hauser
Lauren & Pamela Knapp
Lakeshore Community Church
Steven A. & Carm Lamy
Mark & Beverly McClements

John Mcintyre
National Christian Foundation
Orchard Community Church
George Perry
Thomas & Charlotte Plyter
Ridgeland Community Church
Norman David Sandford
Smeenk Family Foundation
Claudia Zuch

Embrace
$1 - $399
Ali Adams

Greta Adams
Dick & Marylou Appel
Basket Matter Plus
Eric Birken
Pauline Brown
Dawn Burdick
Chris Brunskill
Jonathan Burdick
George Corey
Steven & Sandra Crump

Fredrick & Antoinette
Daring
Miranda Elizabeth
Anne Marie Florio
Grace Covenant Church
Mary Hanlon
Megan Hanlon
Steve & Sandra Hansen
Drew & Sarah Hodgson
Lisa Holcome
Marsha Kouwe

Gary Lederwood
Robert Legler
Rosa Mae Flowers
Diane Maloney
Judy McClements
Constance Moffat
George J. & Darlene Moszle
Network For Good
Sheryel Pitts
Christine Randall
Alexander Riley

Lauren Ross
Justin Samuel
Jake Schindler
Gina Florio Sous
Spencerport Wesleyan Church
Georgi Stoj
Jay Swieringa
Christina Terry
Jesse Toth
Emily Usukhbayar

A DOLLAR A DAY

$7
$14
$30
$90
$180
$360

Per Week
Bi-Weekly
Monthly
Quarterly
By-Annually
Annually

We have a plan that fits your budget.

