
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  I give praise to God, honor to Moderator Oliver, Host Pastor-Rev. Davis and my Pastor, Pastor James Hawkins, Convention Constitutes(?), members and friends of the Smith County Missionary Baptist Association.  To Moderator Oliver, thank you for the opportunity to serve as president for the minister’s wives ministry of the association and to be part of the SCMBA.   As I read the greeting from the moderator in the annual session program.  He has challenged the leaders and members to “stir up our gifts” for the glory of God and the support of the association.   The word of God tells us in 1Corinthians 12, that gifts are given to the body for the edification of God.  To that point, it important for each of us to walk in our calling or as I heard in a sermon preached by my pastor titled to “Stay in your Lane”.  The message instructed believers to use our gifts and walk in our calling and not to take over that which God has not called us to do.  Well, I know that standing before a crowd to give a speech is not my gift, so I will be brief but to the point.  

I stand before you today to appeal to each of you and especially to the minister’s wives of the association.   I appeal to you on four accounts.  
1.
First and foremost, support your husband as he follows Christ.    As women who have been chosen for a great assignment.  An assignment that is not always understood to the people that surround us.  We must walk in that calling.  We must not fail to let our husbands know they have our undying support.  Do not just say I support you, but, show them by standing with them.  Even if you are the only one standing.  Our husbands, our pastors are faced with great challenges as they lead God’s people.  They need to bee assured that they do not stand alone. They need to know that as women of God, as followers of Christ, as instructed in ________will follow them as they follow Christ.
2.
Secondly, I appeal to you support your church and actively participate in the ministry and the growth effort to advance the kingdom of God.  God has not saved you to sit down.  We should be an example to the women of our congregation, to the youth of our church and to the community.  I challenge you to be about God’s business and work while its day, because the night will come when no man can work. I  Peter 2:9 we are a chosen people, royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.  If we have been called out of darkness into his marvelous light, then we should know that we are ambassadors for Christ, as stated in II Corinthians 5:20 that we are to plead to the lost on behalf of Christ that they be reconciled to God.
3. Thirdly, support the Minister’s Wives Ministry of Smith County Missionary Baptist Association. How can you do this?  By actively participating in meetings, programs and events.  By bringing and sharing your ideas and concerns, encouraging and sharing your testimony and experiences with other minister’s wives.  Please know that it does not belittle you to share your testimony with others.  Your testimony is to strengthen someone else and by working together as children of God and sisters of the faith. I urge each of you to support your minister wives ministry of the SCMBA, pray for each other; reach out to one another during time of crisis and not only in crisis, but just to remind one another that we are in the same race.  Minister’s wives, brothers and sisters of the faith, support each other as we walk this journey of faith.
4. 
Lastly, as we fastly approach the end of the first year and the start of a new and second year of organization.  It is my belief that the SCMBA has made a great impact on the churches of the Smith county area, on the community at large and on each individual that are part of this association.  As with any new start, we have not been without struggles, leaders of the newly organized SCMBA have even has to walk in the midst of adversities with fellow preachers and churchgoers, even in the midst of all this, we do have God on our side and with God on our side we can climb any mountain and weather through any storm.  

In the spirit of unity and togetherness, I also encourage the Moderators, other Presidents and officers of the association to
· Unify- As in Acts 6 on the day of Pentecost-Be on one accord 
· “Stay on the Wall” as in Nehemiah 6:3, where Nehemiah sent a message to his enemies saying  “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?”
· To prepare for a great upcoming year. MAKE PLANS.  Make plans now to do your part to make the year a success.   We as a people make plans for everything else but God.  In the past recent weeks, we made plans for hurricane Gustav and Josephine and hurricane Ike.  The stores were filled of people getting water, flashlights, batteries, gas ………and all that they thought they needed to get through the storm.  I challenge each of you to be reminded that we have someone coming greater than Hurricane Gustav or Hurricane Ike.  And that the kingdom work that we do is about making plans for his great coming.   Be reminded that the work is not about us, but about Christ and what we can do the advance in his kingdom.  Thank you.
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