October 2, 2009

Praise be unto GOD, honor to my pastor, Pastor Hawkins, the pastor of this great church d to you my sisters of the faith.

I am humbled as I stand before you to bring words of encouragement.  I hope that I will say something that will remind, renew or strengthen you walk with the GOD.

Our theme chosen for the annual women’s month is “A Renewed Commitment to Serve.”  This theme persuades or indicates to us that prior to its conception we lacked a commitment to serve GOD, that we need to restart, refocus or simply revive our purpose.   It moves you to examine your individual, personal commitment to GOD.  There may be some of you that decided upon reading it that I am already committed.  Let me serve notice that we all have room for improvement.  This includes everyone from the pulpit to the back door.  We as Christians, children of GOD, cannot become complacent with where we are in our work.  It’s true that some are further along than our neighbor or coworker, or family and friends, but a measuring compus should be with Christ.  Ask yourself… how do I measure up to Christ?

Renew meaning to make like new, to restore to freshness, vigor, or perfection, to make new spiritually, REGENERATE, to restore to existence, REVIVE, to make extensive changes in, to simple put it means begin again.  Commitment, an agreement or pledge to do something in the future; something pledged, the state or an instance of being obligated or emotionally impelled.
As I begin to seek God to direct me on the topic I should speak about.  In the early morning hours of January 26, He directed me to another topic.  I begin to question GOD about how the topic dealt with renewal.  I begin to realize that a lot of our problem today is ----we want to question GOD about what he has in store for our lives.
So I say to you this morning, following the will of GOD, I am directed me to II Corinthians 4; 8-9.  It reads “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed”.

I want to speak to you on the topic: 

PERSECUTION IS POWERLESS AGAINST PRAYER AND PRAISE

Persecution meaning to grieve, or afflict; specifically: to cause to suffer.  Persecution comes to us in all forms;

· Sometimes it can be through a sickness or illness,

· we can be afflicted with financial problems-they cause us to suffer, 
· grieve-through grieving over the loss of a loved one, 
· Sometimes as Christian we may feel we are persecuted by even our fellow sisters and brothers in Christ.  
· You may feel that people have dismantled the integrity you have built in your good name.  

Whatever the case, we all feel we have been persecuted at some point in our lives.

