The Father's Blessing:

Speaking Identity and Destiny
June 22, 2026 | The Way Church | #TheWayPhilly

"Jesus IS The Way"

SERMON OVERVIEW

Throughout Scripture, the blessing of a father carries weight beyond words — it speaks identity, transfers inheritance,
and activates destiny. From Abraham to Isaac, from Jacob to his sons, God wove His covenant promises through the
words fathers spoke over their children. Today we explore what it means to receive — and to give — the Father's
blessing.

SERMON OUTLINE

I. The Blessing of the Father — Abraham to Isaac
The first act of the patriarchal blessing is the transfer of everything. Abraham didn't just leave Isaac wealth — he
transferred legacy, promise, and covenant. What the Father gives is complete.

" Abraham gave everything he owned to his son Isaac.”
Genesis 25:5 (NLT)

Il. The Blessing Desired — Jacob and Esau
Esau and Jacob both desperately wanted their father's blessing. The blessing was not merely sentimental — it was
prophetic. Isaac's words sealed destinies. Even when given under deception, Isaac declared: 'That blessing must
stand.’

"The voice is Jacob's, but the hands are Esau's... And yes, that blessing must stand!"
Genesis 27:14-33 (NLT)

Ill. Birkat HaBanim — The Blessing of the Sons
The Jewish tradition of Birkat HaBanim — the blessing of the sons — reflects this ancient pattern. Jacob gathered all
twelve sons and spoke over each one. He called them to listen. The father's voice was prophetic, not passive.

"Come and listen, you sons of Jacob; listen to Israel, your father."
Genesis 49:1-2 (NLT)

IV. The Blessing Over Joseph — Abundance and Strength
Jacob's blessing over Joseph is one of the most powerful in Scripture. Though Joseph faced arrows — betrayal,
slavery, false accusation — his bow remained taut. The blessing of the father sustained him through every attack.

"Archers attacked him savagely... But his bow remained taut, and his arms were strengthened by the hands of the Mighty
One of Jacob."

Genesis 49:22-26 (NLT)



V. Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh — The Crossed Hands
Jacob crossed his hands intentionally. God's ways are not our ways. The younger receives the greater blessing —
not by human order, but by divine design. Jacob declared: 'l know, my son; | know.'

"May the God who has been my shepherd all my life... may he bless these boys. May they preserve my name and the names
of Abraham and Isaac.”
Genesis 48:9-20 (NLT)

VI. Passing the Blessing Forward — Our Responsibility
The blessing was never meant to stop. God commanded Israel to speak His words — at home, on the road, morning
and night. We are carriers of the blessing. The next generation is waiting to hear it.

"Teach themto your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to
bed and when you are getting up."
Deuteronomy 11:18-19 (NLT)

KEY SCRIPTURES
Genesis 25:5 (NLT) — Abraham gave everything he owned to his son Isaac.

Genesis 27:14-33 (NLT) — The blessing of Isaac over Jacob — and Esau's cry: 'That blessing must stand!’
Genesis 49:1-2 (NLT) — Jacob gathers his sons: 'Come and listen... listen to Israel, your father.'
Genesis 49:22-26 (NLT) — Jacob blesses Joseph — strength through attack, abundance from the Almighty.

Genesis 48:9-20 (NLT) — Jacob blesses Ephraim and Manasseh — the crossing of hands, divine order over natural
order.

Deuteronomy 11:18-19 (NLT) — The command to pass blessing forward — tie them, wear them, teach them.

REFLECTION & APPLICATION
1. What blessing did you receive — or not receive — from your earthly father?

2. How has your Heavenly Father spoken identity and destiny over you through His Word?
3. Who in your life is waiting for you to speak the Father's blessing over them?

4. What words are you depositing into the next generation?
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