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TEST BEFORE YOU INVEST’S FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN DESIGN PROFESSIONALS 
 
 
Being informed about what each profession can offer is the best way to make an educated 
decision for your home. Each profession has their area of expertise and limitations. To 
determine who to work with, you must ask yourself what you want out of this process. A 
renovation or rebuild is the biggest investment you’ll make, other than the property itself. 
 
If you select the wrong professional it can have a damaging effect on the construction. This 
is not the place to save a few dollars. The right expert will provide you with great service, 
reduce building, running and maintenance costs and add value to the end result. Either 
way you are spending the money on that door, that wall, that piece of joinery. If designed 
with thought and skill, it will unlock an exceptional result and return on your investment. 
Below is a summary of key differences between each service: 
 

Registered Architect Draftsperson 
University Bachelor’s Degree, Master’s Degree 
and Architectural Registration 

Mandatory higher qualifications not required 

Minimum 2 years on-the-job experience Minimum hours experience not required 
Registered with State Governing Body, upholds 
the code of professional conduct 

May or may not be part of an industry body 

Must have liability insurances and complete 
annual continuing professional development 
(CPD) 

Not required to hold professional indemnity 
insurance 

Specialises in creative vision, technical 
knowledge and solution-based design 

Specialises in drawing and documentation 

Produces comprehensive, detailed drawings Draws plans to meet literal client brief 
Established network of professional 
relationships 

Network for Clients, coordination may vary 

Can assist from concept to completion Typically involved in initial drawing stages 
Produces bespoke designs tailored to the Client Designs and details may be replicated 
Comfortable with larger or complex projects Typically handles smaller projects 
Vision can increase resale value Focuses on efficient and practical design 

solutions 
Involved in project management and contract 
administration 

Typically do not project manage or administer 
the contract 

Typically, a higher charge-out fee to reflect an 
elevated level of service, expertise, vision and 
longer engagement through the life of the 
project, reflecting a higher level of consumer 
protection. 

Typically, a lower charge-out fee to reflect the 
differences in qualifications and lighter level of 
service, stemming from varying expertise, 
project management and level of consumer 
protection. 
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Need Personalised Advice? We’re Here to Help! 
If you require further advice or tailored guidance for your specific situation, feel free to 
book a consultation with one of our experienced professionals. Our team can provide you 
with expert insights and practical solutions to ensure you're making the most informed 
decisions. Contact us today at www.testbeforeyouinvest.com.au to schedule a 
consultation. 
 
Disclaimer 
Please note, the information provided in this document is general in nature and intended 
for informational purposes only. It should not be relied upon as legal, financial, or 
professional advice. Every situation is unique, and regulations may vary depending on the 
specific circumstances, council jurisdiction, and changes in legislation. We strongly 
recommend seeking personalised advice from qualified professionals before making any 
decisions or taking action. Test Before You Invest Pty Ltd and its subsidiaries accept no 
liability for any loss, damages, or expenses that may arise from relying on the information 
provided in this document. 


