
By Tommy Walker

A Boro-themed pub opens its doors in northeast Thailand
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Inside the first Middlesbrough-themed bar in Thailand with Teesside owners and
parmo
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Join us on WhatsApp

Beers, Boro and Buriram!

The first Boro-themed bar in Thailand opened its doors on Saturday, with dozens of punters including Thai-Teesside expats making the

journey for the inaugural event. The Red Lion Sports Bar, co-owned by two Teessider’s, is donned with the famous Middlesbrough red and

located in Buriram, fittingly, in the northeast of the country.

Teesside Owners

The two owners, Michael Farley and Adam Jennings decided to the build the bar over a beer. Farley from Acklam, Middlesbrough, works as a

rope access scaffolder in the oil and gas industry which takes him on jobs around the world. But after living in Thailand for nearly 15 years, he

wanted a place which is more representative of his roots.

“I built the bar close to home as there is nothing like it close to me, with a view to making it a resort in the future. It took one year to build,” he

said. Farley added he hopes to add a swimming pool and rooms to rent in the future.

Jennings is a joiner from Easterside in Middlesbrough, who has spent the best part of the last decade visiting and basing in Thailand. For him,

the opening of the bar is a bittersweet moment following the tragic death of his 2-year-old son, Dominic, in 2023.

But after chat with Farley about the project took shape, the bar became a lifeline for Jennings. He also says meeting his girlfriend Sara from

Thailand, helped him deal with the tragic events.

Inside The Red Lion

The opening celebrations started early after midday. We were greeted warmly by Farley and his wife Jum, who hails from the area. All

members of staff were wearing locally made Middlesbrough attire, proudly representing the club which is over 7,400 miles away.

The walls are donned with the iconic Middlesbrough red lion, while there was signed memorabilia from former Boro legends like Paul

Gascoigne, and locally made Middlesbrough shirts available for purchase. The prices for beer match are budget friendly with the Red Lion

selling 630mml bottles of beers at 5% strength from as low as £1.73, or locally $75 Baht. Beer brands include Singha and Leo.

The opening day even saw the bar serve the Teesside’s famous own chicken parmo, a delicacy that is catching on worldwide.
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Expats In Thailand

Customers were in for an extra treat as many watched the Boro live on the bar’s TV screens. They watched the 2-2 draw with Deportivo la

Corina at the Riverside in the final friendly of pre-season. Boro came back from 2-1 to nab a draw with Tommy Conway securing the equaliser

and his second of the game after good work from Sammy Silvera from the left.

Teesside expats Andrew Storey and Stephen Osbaldeston were amongst the happy patrons at the Red Lion, as they proudly held up the

official Thailand Middlesbrough Supporters Club flag, representing an online community of Middlesbrough fans visiting Thailand. The flag was

provided as a gift to Farley and Jennings to hang in their spacious bar.

Both Storey and Osbaldeston also hail from Acklam but have been working in Thailand since early 2024 as oilfield consultants to the Thai

National Oil Company in the capital Bangkok. They've struggled to keep up with Boro games and news during this time but are thankful there

are is a place reminiscent of Teesside now in Thailand.

There are similar Boro bars in other countries such as Spain, but the Teesside expats say bar in Buriram probably the best they've seen

outside of Middlesbrough.

“We all had a great day at the bar opening and it was brilliant to have a parmo before watching the Boro game against Deportivo,”Storey said.

“We will definitely be back to catch a few more games during the season.

“The open-air atmosphere and friendly service are excellent, with many sports available on TV. It’s great to be able to call in somewhere like

the Red Lion and feel immediately at home. We were promised a great night and an authentic parmo by Michael and Adam, the bar owners,

and they weren't wrong,” Osbaldeston added.

LOADING

The Red Lion Sports Bar sign, located in Buriram, Thailand, and a parmo (Image: Tommy Walker)
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Boro Battle

It also comes after a tumultuous week for Thailand, in particular for people living in Buriram and nearby areas. The Boro-themed pub opened

despite concerns over border conflict in the area after Thailand and Cambodia had exchanged fire at their 500-mile borderline over disputed

territory for over a week prior to the opening.

LOADING

The Red Lion Sports Bar, located in Buriram, Thailand (Image: Tommy Walker)

SIMILAR ARTICLES TO THIS POWERED BY

Reach
Advertisement

Encouraging Middlesbrough injury

development as players return for

training after break

What's pleased Rob Edwards most

about Middlesbrough's start - and

how he'll maintain that

What's pleased Rob Edwards most

about Middlesbrough's start - and

how he'll maintain that

Reach
Advertisem
Reach

Advertisem

BUY A PAPER FUNERAL NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES JOBS DIRECTORY ADVERTISE WITH US MARKETPLACE EDUCATION NEWSLETTER SIGNUP

g
 

10/11/25, 2:02 PM Inside the first Middlesbrough-themed bar in Thailand with Teesside owners and parmo - Teesside Live

https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/inside-first-middlesbrough-themed-bar-32207291 4/11

https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/encouraging-middlesbrough-injury-development-players-32644015?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/encouraging-middlesbrough-injury-development-players-32644015?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/encouraging-middlesbrough-injury-development-players-32644015?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/encouraging-middlesbrough-injury-development-players-32644015?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/encouraging-middlesbrough-injury-development-players-32644015?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this_comments#comments-wrapper
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/whats-pleased-rob-edwards-most-32639235?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/whats-pleased-rob-edwards-most-32639235?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/whats-pleased-rob-edwards-most-32639235?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/whats-pleased-rob-edwards-most-32639235?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/whats-pleased-rob-edwards-most-32639235?int_source=mantis_rec&int_medium=web&int_campaign=more_like_this_comments#comments-wrapper
https://www.newspapersubs.co.uk/pc/TGS
https://funeral-notices.co.uk/Evening+Gazette+Middlesbrough/
https://publicnoticeportal.uk/?utm_source=gazettelive.co.uk&utm_medium=nav&utm_campaign=reachplc
https://www.totallylegal.com/jobs/north-east-england/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tm-TeesideLive&utm_campaign=navlink
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/localservices?branding=gazettelive
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/advertising/
https://marketplacelive.co.uk/national
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/all-about/Education
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/newsletter-preference-centre/?utm_source=newslettersignupsubheader
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/


The Red Lion staff even heard sounds of artillery and shelling during the conflict, but the fighting has eventually stopped following a ceasefire

agreement was put in place from July 28 between the two Southeast Asian countries.

Disclaimer:

Tommy Walker is a foreign correspondent in Bangkok but grew up in Stockton-on-Tees. Tommy co-founded the Thailand Middlesbrough

Supporters Club and also attended the opening of The Red Lion Sports Bar on Saturday. The Red Lion Sports Bar can be found in Lawia,

Prakhon Chai District, Buri Ram, Thailand.

Middlesbrough Whatsapp and Newsletter signup

Here at TeessideLive, we are dedicated to bringing you the best Middlesbrough FC coverage and analysis.

Make sure you don't miss out on the latest Boro news by joining our free WhatsApp group. You can get all the breaking news and best

analysis sent straight to your phone by clicking here to subscribe.

Your information will be hidden, you'll only ever receive messages from the Teesside Live sports team, and you can leave any time you

like. To leave our community click on the name at the top of your screen and choose 'Exit group'. If you’re curious, you can read our

Privacy Notice.

You can also subscribe to our free newsletter service. Click here to be sent all the day's biggest stories.
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Aston Villa's Morgan Rogers plan would spell bad news for Middlesbrough after £16m sale

Middlesbrough FC
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'Blind' - David Strelec's agent has explosive rant after striker's summer Middlesbrough switch

DAVID STRELEC

Reform UK sweep to victory in local by-election held in East Cleveland

REDCAR AND CLEVELAND COUNCIL
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Robber 'threatened' staff at Starbucks café in Stockton while demanding cash

STOCKTON-ON-TEES

Elderly and disabled residents left stranded after cruel thieves snatch charity minibus

GREAT AYTON AND STOKESLEY

Sainsbury's store targeted in Stockton as suspect makes off with cash from till

STOCKTON-ON-TEES

'Context' is key for Tommy Smith as he delivers exciting Middlesbrough premonition

TOMMY SMITH
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Dael Fry's days off sacrifice as he's desperate to keep himself injury-free for Middlesbrough

DAEL FRY

Woman taken to hospital after two-vehicle crash in Stockton

STOCKTON-ON-TEES

Video shows moment deranged Carl Wild squirts bleach and smashes up bar as revellers flee

COURTS

Pochettino's USA call has good transfer implications for Middlesbrough as Aidan Morris sets

goals

AIDAN MORRIS

BUY A PAPER FUNERAL NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES JOBS DIRECTORY ADVERTISE WITH US MARKETPLACE EDUCATION NEWSLETTER SIGNUP

g
 

10/11/25, 2:02 PM Inside the first Middlesbrough-themed bar in Thailand with Teesside owners and parmo - Teesside Live

https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/inside-first-middlesbrough-themed-bar-32207291 10/11

https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/dael-frys-days-sacrifice-hes-32648148
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/all-about/dael-fry
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/football-news/dael-frys-days-sacrifice-hes-32648148
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/stockton-crash-durham-road-police-32651160
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/all-about/stockton-on-tees
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/stockton-crash-durham-road-police-32651160
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/video-carl-wild-redcar-attack-32645853
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/all-about/courts
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/video-carl-wild-redcar-attack-32645853
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/transfer-news/pochettinos-usa-call-good-transfer-32652106
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/all-about/aidan-morris
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/sport/football/transfer-news/pochettinos-usa-call-good-transfer-32652106
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/teesside-news/not-happy-anniversary-south-bank-32637524
https://www.newspapersubs.co.uk/pc/TGS
https://funeral-notices.co.uk/Evening+Gazette+Middlesbrough/
https://publicnoticeportal.uk/?utm_source=gazettelive.co.uk&utm_medium=nav&utm_campaign=reachplc
https://www.totallylegal.com/jobs/north-east-england/?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tm-TeesideLive&utm_campaign=navlink
https://www.inyourarea.co.uk/localservices?branding=gazettelive
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/advertising/
https://marketplacelive.co.uk/national
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/all-about/Education
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/newsletter-preference-centre/?utm_source=newslettersignupsubheader
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/


Not-so-happy anniversary as South Bank platform two closure hits one year mark

TRANSPORT

Mum tells of horror after she woke from coma to find leg amputated following head-on crash
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