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Don’t pity the women of Afghanistan, support them
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It is a terrifying time to be a woman in Afghanistan. With the Taliban’s history of

oppression and reports of violence and threats against women, the new government’s

reassurances that it will respect women’s rights—to study, work, and participate in the

government—are hard to believe.

The situation is in �ux, and those on the ground are preparing for the worst. Yet the

Afghan women who can are standing up to that fear and showing up for work. As a

Chinese commentator put it they “treat their routine work as a way of resistance.”

Female anchors of TOLO News, Afghanistan’s most established 24/7 news network, are

back hosting broadcasts, despite facing pushback from the Taliban. Their colleagues are

reporting on camera from the streets of the capital. Other women have been taking to the

streets, and activists have not shied away from exposing their identity on social media,

demanding that their rights be maintained under the new rule.

Ending the oppression of Afghan women has long been used as a justi�cation of

American intervention in Afghanistan, as well as often touted as a sign of the success of

foreign military presence in the country. But the architects of the US troop withdrawal,

and even the peace talks that preceded it, largely discounted women’s safety, suggesting

their freedom was never a top item on the agenda.

Women’s rights at risk under the Taliban
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Life for women in Afghanistan changed signi�cantly in the past 20 years, with most gains

made since 2011. Workforce participation rose more than 50%, and according to USAID,

enrollment in schools went from 900,000 male students in 2001 to 9.5 million in 2020,

with girls making up 39%.

But this only means more is at stake, and Afghan women risk losing all they have

accomplished as foreign forces left them to their fate. This is causing a deep sense of

betrayal, says Mina Sharif, an Afghan rights advocate who had left Afghanistan last year

due to Covid-19, but was planning to return home.

While the speed of the Taliban’s takeover caught most by surprise, signs the US

withdrawal agreement wouldn’t be enough to protect women’s rights were always there.

At the peace talks between the Taliban and the US conducted in Doha, Qatar in 2019,

female representation was limited and negotiating parties did not spend much time

considering how to ensure women’s safety. As a result, the agreement doesn’t include any

provisions to preserve the social advances made by women.

“They didn’t prioritize the role of Afghan women,” says Raziya Masumi, an Afghan lawyer

and human rights activist who is studying in the Netherlands. “This is the reason Afghan

women are in this tragedy.”

Afghan women will keep �ghting

Now that women are enduring the fallout from that plan, the narrative that is emerging

from the White House is that locals lacked the will to stand up against the Taliban,

despite all the help they received. “We gave them every chance to determine their own
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future. What we could not provide them was the will to �ght for that future,” Joe Biden

said of Afghan troops in his speech addressing the unfolding situation in the country.

That’s an unfortunate narrative, says Sharif. “I know what it looks like from abroad. It

looks like money has been pumped into Afghanistan for all this time and the

international community has sort of offered this new concept of democracy, and women

going to school, and women being in the workforce, and we didn’t get it” she adds.

But whatever progress women conquered over the past decade wasn’t due to the

in�uence of international values, but to the fact that the Taliban was under control, she

adds. Afghan women don’t need foreign models of freedom and empowerment; what they

needed, she says, was a plan to protect their safety after troop withdrawal.

“Afghanistan has a 5,000-year history and it has had women in leadership roles far before

the West,” she says. “We didn’t need to be taught how to do these things. We simply

needed, and got, and appreciated the promise of a secure environment in order to get

back to that.”

What can the world do for Afghan women now

Now many of the women who have had pivotal roles in rebuilding Afghan society in the

past decade see �eeing the country as their only hope. The US and other countries can

help with this, both by opening borders to refugees, and setting them up so they can help

�ght the Taliban’s restrictions on women’s rights from abroad.

But beyond the immediate state of emergency, the international community’s focus

should be on holding the Taliban accountable, says Pashtana Durrani, a female education

activist who is in hiding in Afghanistan and is committed to stay in the country. “The

Taliban today isn’t the Taliban of 20 years ago: It needs the con�rmation of the

international community,” she adds.
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This need for international recognition and aid provides leverage to force it to respect

women’s rights. Since the takeover, Durrani has been demanding that the Taliban replace

its vague statements about education and work rights with speci�c commitments to

guarantee that women can continue their non-religious education all the way to

university, and pursue their career of choice. “I don’t think what [the Taliban] are saying

and doing is the same thing,” Durrani says.

The international community should track metrics—school enrollment, workforce

participation—and pay attention to the reality outside the capital and bigger cities. It

should also listen to women on the ground, especially when their accounts contradict

of�cial statements, she says.

Masumi, meanwhile, believes Afghan women will keep on �ghting even without

international support, fueled by the progress they had made in recent years. The Taliban,

she expects, will try to strip them of their ability to study and work, but by doing so it will

eventually sabotage itself. In the long run, it won’t be able to run a country without the

women, who have become part of the fabric of key institutions.

“I am not going to feel like I am defeated. We have to rise up,” she says. “If the Taliban

takes out all women from their roles, how long will it last?”
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The case for investing a lot more in
middle managers in the coming age of
AI
ManpowerGroup's innovation chief doesn't see AI crowding out emotional intelligence skills

By Anna OakesPublished June 16, 2023

As both chief innovation of�cer of global staf�ng company ManpowerGroup and a

professor of business psychology, Tomas Chamorro-Premuzic is thinking a lot about the

potential uses of arti�cial intelligence—but also its limitations.
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MAKING MOVES

China is already softening its strict stance on AI

POLAR POSITION
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India has un�nished business on the Moon

THE BIG BUCKS

Commercial real estate is poised to take a �800 billion hit from
remote work

PEACE DEAL
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Sony seems to be resigned to Microsoft's takeover of
Activision Blizzard

LIKE

Threads isn't just growing fast—its users are also more
engaged than on Twitter
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MEETING MIRE

If you want fewer meetings, measure them in cash

DOLLAR DOWNTURN

The US dollar's decline is good news for mega-cap tech stocks
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UNFRIENDLY REMINDER

Republican attorneys general are trying to interfere in private
companies' hiring policies

NO FIZZICAL CHANGE

Soda companies have nothing to fear from the WHO's warnings about
aspartame
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DEADLOCK

The Kremlin has seized control of Carlsberg and Danone's
Russian subsidiaries

CLOSEDAI

"Shadow libraries" are at the heart of the mounting copyright
lawsuits against OpenAI

GAME THEORY
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The �rst US pro cricket league is just an Indian league in thin
disguise

LIV FREE OR DIE

The PGA Tour and LIV Golf don't actually have a deal yet

https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://qz.com/the-first-us-pro-cricket-league-is-just-an-indian-leagu-1850635635
https://qz.com/the-first-us-pro-cricket-league-is-just-an-indian-leagu-1850635635
https://qz.com/the-pga-tour-and-liv-golf-dont-actually-have-a-deal-yet-1850638367
https://qz.com/the-pga-tour-and-liv-golf-dont-actually-have-a-deal-yet-1850638367


Sitemap About Quartz Advisor Accessibility Privacy Terms of Use Advertising Jobs

Reprints & Permissions

More from our network

© 2023 G/O Media

https://facebook.com/quartznews
https://twitter.com/qz
https://instagram.com/qz
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9f78Z5hgtDt0n8JWyfBk8Q
https://qz.com/rss
https://qz.com/sitemap
https://qz.com/about
https://qz.com/advisor/
https://g-omedia.com/accessibility/
https://g-omedia.com/privacy-policy/
https://g-omedia.com/terms-of-service/
https://g-omedia.com/
https://boards.greenhouse.io/gomedia
https://licensing.ygsgroup.com/g-omedia/
https://avclub.com/
https://deadspin.com/
https://gizmodo.com/
https://jalopnik.com/
https://jezebel.com/
https://kotaku.com/
https://theroot.com/
https://thetakeout.com/
https://theonion.com/
https://theinventory.com/
https://g-omedia.com/

