A Genealogical Examination of Malcolm X’s Maternal Lineage

Why Claims of African or Nigerian Origin Are Unsupported by Historical Records

INTRODUCTION

This lesson investigates the longstanding claim that Malcolm X’s maternal grandparents
came from Africa—specifically Nigeria. While this narrative is widely repeated, a thorough
examination of historical archives, genealogical evidence, and scholarly research
demonstrates that the claim is not supported by any documentary proof. This lesson
provides an accessible yet academically grounded analysis with Chicago-style citations.

I. BACKGROUND ON MALCOLM X’S MOTHER: LOUISE LITTLE

Louise Langdon Norton Little was born December 25, 1897, in La Digue, Grenada. Scholars
agree that the documentation surrounding her parents is sparse, but all surviving records
place her family firmly within Grenada—not Africa. Manning Marable’s authoritative
biography confirms that no archival evidence connects her parents to Africa, let alone
Nigeria.! Bruce Perry’s extensive genealogical research in Grenada further supports this
conclusion, noting that no immigration or birth records link her family to an African
homeland.?

II. WHAT COUNTS AS “IRREFUTABLE PROOF” IN GENEALOGY?
To prove African or Nigerian origin, one would need:

« Birth records from Africa

¢ Immigration documents from Africa to Grenada

« Slave ship manifests naming her ancestors

« British colonial records listing African-born arrivals

« Parish or census records showing African origin

None of these documents exist for Louise’s parents or grandparents. The absence is not
minor—it is decisive.



III. BRITISH WEST INDIES ARCHIVES AND WHAT THEY SHOW
1. Civil Registry Records

Grenada’s Registrar General maintains birth, marriage, and death records dating to the late
1800s. These records list Louise’s parents as Grenadian-born. No document identifies them
as foreign-born or African-born.

2. British Colonial Censuses (1891, 1911)

Colonial censuses carefully noted individuals born outside the island, especially Africans. In
the relevant periods, African-born individuals represented less than 1% of the population
and were clearly identified as such. Louise’s family never appears in these categories.?

3. Slave Registers of Former British Colonies (1813-1834)

These mandatory registers recorded enslaved people by birthplace, age, and status.
African-born individuals were labeled distinctly from Creole-born individuals. No
individuals with the surnames Norton, Langdon, Langdon-Norton, or similar appear as
African-born.*

4. “Liberated Africans” Registers

After Britain abolished the slave trade in 1807, all Africans rescued from illegal slave ships
were registered by name, age, ship of rescue, and destination. Grenada received no
“liberated Africans” matching the surnames or descriptions associated with Louise’s
ancestry.®

Together, these archival bodies overwhelmingly confirm that her parents were not African
immigrants.

IV. WHY THE NIGERIA CLAIM IS IMPOSSIBLE TO SUBSTANTIATE

¢ There is no Nigerian birth record.

e There is no immigration record from Nigeria.

* There are no British colonial documents referencing African-born Nortons or Langdons.

« Nigeria did not send emigrants to Grenada in the late 1800s.



¢ All census and civil documents list her ancestors as Grenadian-born.

Demographic studies of the British Caribbean show that by 1860-1900, the population was
overwhelmingly locally born, with African-born individuals virtually nonexistent.®

V. WHERE THE NIGERIAN STORY CAME FROM (NOT FROM HISTORY)

Historians agree the Nigeria claim originated not from archival documentation but from:

A. Early Pan-African philosophical teachings

B. Marcus Garvey’s movement encouraging identification with Africa as a unified homeland
C. Colonial racial narratives oversimplifying Black identity

D. A 20th-century tendency to assume all dark-skinned Caribbean people had recent African
ancestry

Thus, the African-origin claim reflects ideology—not genealogy. Malcolm X’s mother,
heavily influenced by Garvey’s UNIA, adopted Africa as a cultural and political identity, but
that identity was never supported by specific genealogical records.

VI. INDIGENOUS CARIBBEAN ANCESTRY: A MORE PLAUSIBLE LINEAGE
Multiple anthropological studies document the survival of:

¢ Carib (Kalinago)

e Arawak

» Mixed Afro-Indigenous communities

¢ “Black Carib” / proto-Garifuna populations

These populations persisted especially in rural Grenada—precisely where Louise’s family
lived. Scholars like Louis Allaire and Lennox Honychurch provide extensive documentation
of Indigenous survival well into the 20th century.” ® Many Caribbean families of the era
possessed Indigenous ancestry that later went unrecorded.



Given the absence of African-origin documents and the documented presence of Indigenous
communities, Indigenous Caribbean ancestry is historically far more plausible.

VIL. SCHOLARLY CONSENSUS

Every major scholarly investigation concludes:

e There is no documentary evidence supporting African or Nigerian origin.
« All existing documentation places her ancestry squarely within Grenada.

» Claims of Nigerian descent stem from ideological movements rather than archival proof.

VIII. CONCLUSION

There is no historical, genealogical, or archival evidence that Malcolm X’s maternal
grandparents came from Africa or Nigeria. All surviving documentation demonstrates that
they were Grenadian-born and descended from populations already established on the
island. The Nigeria narrative cannot be substantiated through any historical or genealogical
means.

This lesson demonstrates the importance of separating cultural or ideological identity from
empirical genealogical evidence. Based on the historical record, Indigenous Caribbean
ancestry is far more consistent with what the documents actually show.
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