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Commonly expressed concerns about ethical review:
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> Processes/protocols are unwieldy, time consuming,
and restrictive

> Ethical clearance isn't necessary/jeurnalism, social
sciences and humanities should be exempt

> Review committees don't understand our disciplines
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By contrast, some dismiss critiques:

so they aren’t necessarily generalizable (Wynn 2011)
> Fixes real problems in applications (Batterbury 2014)
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Junior, female academics are more
compliant and cooperative (Taylor &

Patterson 2011; Wynn 201.1)
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> Tradltlonal VS NonN- tradltlonal research

> Highest qualification
> When highest qualification was obtained
> Gender and age
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To date, | have submitted the following number of ethical review
applications to the ethics committee at my current institution ___
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 0%

Mone

One

Two to three

Four to five

Sixto10

More than 10

In my most recent ethics applications, | was asked to make
significant
maodifications to one or more of my research ..
0% 10% 20% 0% 40% 50% B 0% 7 0% a8 0% 90%

13.64%
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Did the requested modifications improve the quality of the
research?

10% 20% 30% 40% 50k 60% 70%

Strongly improved ..
Improved the guality
Meutral

Detracted from the quality
Strongly detracted fr...

Mot sure

Did the requested modifications lead to greater rights, protection or
benefits for the welfare of the research participant/s?
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 0%

Substantially increas...

Increasedt...

Meutral

Detracted from ...

Strongly detracted fr...

Mot sure




Seeilon 2 EXosrisncss e
Visws of Eifljca] Revisw

Overall, do ethical review processes improve the quality of
journalism
research?
10% 20%

Strongly improvet...
Improve the quality
Mewtral

Detract from the quality
Strongly detract fromt...

Mot sure

Overall, do ethical review processes protect the rights or welfare of
the

research participantfs?
0% 10%  20%

Substartially increaset...

Increaset...

Mevtral

Detracted fromt...

Strongly detracted fr..

Mat sure
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It is easy to find the relevant forms
15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% S0% 55%

Strongly Agree

Agree

MNevtral

Dizagree

Strongly Dizsagree

Mot sure

| have access to clear instructions on how to complete the
formsfprocesses
5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

Strongly Agree

Agree

Mewutral

Disagree

Strongly Dizagree

Mot sure
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There is a staff member who will help me with bazics about
; completing the
(Z: o ; >) forms or how the review process ...
o
) !gz 0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

'jl'l‘.., ‘V f ".. Strongly Agree
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his . o AR Disagree

AN
<l | Strongly Disagres

Mot sure

The ethics review committee will usually process ethics
applications in a

sufficiently timely way
1 2 3 4 5

Strongly Agree
Agree

Mevtral

Dizagres

Strongly Dizagree
Mot sure
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The ethics review committee has a sufficient understanding of the

methods
_a R~ that are used in traditional journalism research
" !gf v 0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

Strongly Agree

i / ) BT\ res
/)M -\ .

J p h \

/ iy U 1 I‘,“
s 'w \ J m AN Metral
; Dizagree

_G ; : : ' "' S \ Strongly Disagree

Mot sure

The ethics review committee has a sufficient understanding of the
methods
that are used in non-traditional journalizsm research {including
practice-based ...

5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

Strongly Agres
Agree

Meutral

Dizagree

Strongly Dizagres

Mot sure
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Journalism researchers are treated fairly by the ethical review
committee

2 3 4
Strongly Agree
Agree
MeLtral
Dizagres
Strongly Dizagree
Mot sure

| see benefits in the ethical review process
0 1 2 3 4 B v

Strongly Agree
Agree

Mewtral

Dizagres

strongly Disagres

Mot sure
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When | conduct research involving human participants {e.q.
interviews,

focus groups, surveys, observations, certain types of practice-based
ar

practice-led research, ...
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%%

| always submit ...

| almost always submit ...
| sometimes submit ...

| rarely submi ...

| never submit ...



Seeilon 2 EXosrisncss e
Visws of Eifljca] Revisw

There is little risk in Jjournalism research compared to medical or
health

research.

strongly Agree
Agree

MeLtral

Dizagres

strongly Dizagree
Mot sure

Formal review of journalism research by a research ethics
committee is

not necessary.

strongly Agree
Afgree

Meutral

Dizagree

strongly Dizagree
Mot sure
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If 've ever had problems with my own ethical review applications,
the

problems have been due to gquestions/concerns that the ...
0% B% 10% 6%  20% 6% 0N OIEH 0%

Mothing—no substarti...

Reszearch merit

Recruitment processes

Informed consent

Corfidertiality f...

Privacy of participants

Proposed use ...

Minimization of harm

Research ...

Research ...

Compiling a gquestion |i...

Cultural sensitivity

Proposed timelines f...

Revelation of names ...

Specific method f...

Specific method f...

Cther issuesfconcer...
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If I'm aware of problems with ethical review applications at my
ingtitution, |
attribute the problems to: (Tick as many ...
0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Mothing—I've not ze. ..
The nature of ...

The inherert nsture ...

The applicant...

The applicant...

Ciher [please specify]
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The benefits that I've seen from ethical review processes are: (Tick
as

many as apply)
0% % 20%

Mothing—o substanti...

Feedbackinput from ...

Collegial dizcussions wi...

Improvement ...

Improvement ...

Improvement of resear...

Improvement of syste...

Improvement of ...

Improvement of t...

Improvement of resear...

Improvement of t...

Helped to facilta...

Helped to facilta...

Cther [please specify]
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overall culture

Open new windews for
dialegue, negotiation and
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0 Study Ethical Clearance
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Committee: “This sentence
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presumes that there are
‘problems — and obstructions™
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S _ obstructions identified by
‘ F—-'-"journalism scholars (eg Davies
2010, 2011; Posetti 2011;
Richards 2009)...”
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