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Abstract:
 Digital media technologies make possible innovative changes in news production 

d ff h bl h d b dconvergence and current affairs outputs that create publishing and broadcasting 
niches ideally suited to some adaptable campus‐based journalism courses. The 
Auckland‐based Pacific Media Centre, and its media offshoot with an Asia‐Pacific 
focus, Pacific Scoop www.pacific.scoop.co.nz , is collaborating with New Zealand's 
leading independent online media organisation, Scoop Media Limited, and two 
South Pacific universities to report regional affairs amid crisis and trauma. The 
Pacific “hub” has also developed a Creative Commons platform. The result is an 
evolving project that blends the interlocking talents of multicultural student 
journalists, academic analysts and “censorship‐busting” reporters. This paper 
articulates four Pacific Scoop case studies in particular: the Japanese earthquake 
and tsunami and the impact in Oceania in March; the high‐profile defection of Fiji 
coup henchman Lieutenant‐Colonel Ratu Tevita UluilakebaMara in May; the South 
Pacific Forum political leaders summit in Auckland in September; and the 
Indonesian military crackdown in West Papua at Freeport and Jayapura in October 
2011.
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Creative Commons

 June 2011… 
NetHui – attack 
on legal 
‘gatekeepers of 
internet’.
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Creative Commons

 June 2011… 
NetHui – attack 
on legal 
‘gatekeepers of 
internet’.

 Prof Lessig –
‘global culture 
war’

4



Creative Commons and a Pacific news 
media ‘hub’

12/4/2011

(cc) David Robie PMC/AUT 3

Creative Commons

 Open 
research –
featuring 
Beethoven, 
Creative 
Commons 
repository

 Daniel 
Mietchen’s
Rocket Hub 
for research
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Creative Commons

 Copyright 
troll – the 
Righthaven
litigation 
factory saga

 Professor 
L  Lawrence 
Lessig: 
Copyright 
and  
creative 
commons
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Creative Commons

 New 
Zealand 
node of 
Creative 
Commons
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PMC Online

 Umbrella website:
www.pmc.aut.ac.nzp

News    Student work
Crises
Special reports
Backgrounders
Research
Social media
Media partners
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Creative Commons

 Partnership 
between Scoop p
Media Ltd and 
Pacific Media 
Centre – founded 
August 2009: 
pacific.scoop.co.nz
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Pacific Scoop
SAMOAN TSUNAMI: Mother and child survivors on Upolu island, August 2009.  Photo: Tupuola Terry Tevita / Savali /Pacific Scoop
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 Pacific Scoop
SAMOAN TSUNAMI: The 
dramatic Google peak on g p
28 September 2009 – four 
weeks after launching 
(37,000 plus visitors).
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Case study 1:
 Tōhoku earthquake and tsunami, JapanTōhoku earthquake and tsunami, Japan

 11 March 2011

 Less than three weeks after Christchurch earthquake

 Most powerful known earthquake in Japan, level 9

 15,389 deaths

 3642 people missing3 4 p p g

 125,000 buildings damaged or destroyed

 Nuclear accidents, 3 level 7 meltdowns at Fukushima

 Pacific Scoop students and correspondents covered 
stories in Japan & with Pacific angle
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Case study 2:
 Mara’s ‘great escape’ affairMara s  great escape  affair

 14 May 2011 

 Lt‐Col Ratu Tevita Kapaiwai Lutunauga Uluilakeba Mara

 One of four top military leaders in 2006 coup

 Youngest son of late Fiji President and founding PM, 
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara

 Born again ‘pro‐democracy’ advocate

 Fled from Fiji to Tonga while on sedition charges and 
accused of human rights violations

 Aust and NZ granted ‘selective amnesty’ to enter country

 Pacific Scoop broke reports of Ratu Ului’s escape
17

The Mara affair

 The target -
Bainimarama

 Cartoon: 
Malcolm Evans 
/PJR
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The Mara affair

 Breaking 
story on y
Mara’s 
escape from 
Fiji
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The Mara affair

 An analysis 
of the 
context and 
realities of 
the escape 
saga – the 
threat of 
conflict 
between Fiji 
and Tonga
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The Mara affair

 Fugitive 
Mara 
interviewed 
in public 
meeting at 
Papatoetoe, 
South 
Auckland
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Case study 3:
 Pacific Islands Forum leaders conferencePacific Islands Forum leaders conference

 6‐9 September 2011

 Major international event:
 leaders from 15, Pacific countries

 UN Secretary‐General

 European Commission president 

0 strong contingents from both China and the US 50‐strong contingents from both China and the US

 Overshadowed by World Rugby Cup preparations in 
‘rugby fever’ nation

 10 accredited AUT postgraduate student journos on APJ 
course provided ‘outstanding’ coverage for Pacific Scoop 
with strong focus on issues – Green MP Catherine Delahunty 22
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Pacific Islands Forum

 Ban Ki-moon 
waves to West 
Papuan protesters  
- photo by AUT 
photojournalist 
Karen Abplanalp
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Case study 4:
 West Papua crisisp

 19 October 2011

 US‐owned Freeport‐McMoRan’s giant Grasberg gold and 
copper mine – prolonged strike

 Two miners shot on October 10 (others later)

 Indonesian security forces cracked down on peaceful 
Third Papuan People’s Congress – up to six people 
killed, 300 arrested, six charged with treason  

 Intensive Pacific Scoop coverage with expert 
backgrounders

 Student Karen Abplanalp’s lead investigative story in 
Metro, December 2011, challenges NZ Super Fund role  26
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West Papua crisis

 Cartoon and 
article –
combination 
t d t d student and 

staff – from a 
research 
report on 
Pacific media 
freedom , 
New Matilda, 
Sydney,  
October 24 27

West Papua crisis

 Student 
killed as 
details 
emerge of 
brutal 
crushing of 
peaceful 
Papuan 
rally,
October 21
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West Papua crisis

 Fresh reports 
of violence –
new video 
footage of 
Jayapura
crackdown, 
November 17
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West Papua ‘blind spot’
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West Papua ‘blind spot’
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West Papua ‘blind spot’
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West Papua ‘blind spot’
Table 1: New Zealand media coverage of the West Papua crisis Oct 19-Nov 2 2011

News media organisation Medium Stories Database

New Zealand Herald Newspaper 1 Newztext

Radio NZ National Newsweb 0 Newztext

Scoop Media Newsweb 3 Newztext

Stuff.co.nz [Fairfax Media] Newsweb 0 Newztext

Pacific Media Centre Newsweb 14 Niustext

Pacific Scoop [on PMC] Newsweb 9 Niustext

Radio NZ International Newsweb 14 Niustext

Pacific Scoop Newsweb 58 PS Search

Table 1: New Zealand media coverage of the West Papua crisis, Oct 19-Nov 2, 2011

33

Total: 99

Note: Pacific Scoop produced 66 percent of the 99 news stories carried on main NZ news media websites about the West Papua
crisis for a two-week period following the crackdown on pro-independence Papuans on 19 October 2007. By comparison, during
the same period the Sydney Morning Herald published 5 stories, four of them by the newspaper’s Jakarta correspondent Tom
Allard. Two Knowledge Basket databases, Newtext (NZ media) and Niustext (Pacific media), and the Pacific Scoop internal
search engine were used to compile the statistics.

 Metro magazine
Asia-Pacific Journalism assignment published as seven-page lead article in , 
December 2011 edition of Metro: Blood Money, by Karen Abplanalp, pp. 38-44.
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Conclusion
 Five elements central to Fourth Estate (Schultz, 1998)

 Political purpose and independence
 Commercial priorities
 Importance of public opinion
 Diversity of information and viewpoints presented
 Degree of accountability

 Journalism education about engaging these elements and 
 Claiming Creative Commons and a free and independent media
 Contesting legacy media ‘blind spots’
 Producing well-rounded graduates with critical-thinking

 Strong exposure to business, economics, governance, 
history/politics, human rights and culture

 Independent university/student media benefit for democratic 
society
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Key links ‐ references
 Web links:

P ifi  S   ifi Pacific Scoop:  www.pacific.scoop.co.nz
 Pacific Scoop 1491718 Asia-Pacific Journalism assignments archive: 

pacific.scoop.co.nz/category/asia-pacific-journalism/
 Pacific Scoop Pacific Islands Forum coverage archive: 

pacific.scoop.co.nz/category/pacific-islands-forum/
 Pacific Scoop West Papua archive: pacific.scoop.co.nz/category/westpapua/
 Pacific Media Centre Online – news reports & archives: www.pmc.aut.ac.nz
 Pacific Media Centre YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/pacmedcentre
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