
100TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
O F  T H E  N E W  J E R S E Y  S H A D E  T R E E  F E D E R A T I O N

OCTOBER 16 -17, 2025  |  HARRAH’S RESORT  |  ATLANTIC CITY, NJ



Find a Branch Near You

EXPERT 
ADVICE

THE PROS OF BEING A PRO

Agronomic Maintenance | Pest Control | Irrigation  | Tools 
Outdoor Lighting | Hardscapes | Nursery  | Equipment & Safety 

www.SiteOne.com

¬ Partners Program 
¬ Self-Serve Portal 
¬ Project Services

Available Contractor Services
¬ Training Opportunities 
¬ Online & Mobile App 
   Ordering

¬ Nursery Direct 
¬ Consignment
¬ Dispatch Track



4	 Continuing Education Information

5	 Welcome Message

6	 Conference Schedule

8	 NJUCF CORE Training Schedule

9	 NJUCF Training & Education

10	 Program: Thursday, October 16th

16	 Program: Friday, October 17th

21	 100 Years of Thanks

25	 Exhibit Hall Directory

30	 Sponsors, Supporters, and Boosters

41	 Event Map

The NEW JERSEY SHADE TREE FEDERATION is a non-profit organization that has 
assisted individuals and agencies entrusted with the selection, planting, and care of 
trees since 1925. 

Our objective is to continually educate our profession and establish relationships be-
tween allied associations, federal, state, and municipal levels of government, and busi-
nesses who work with trees in order to provide tree-lined streets for future generations. 

ATTENDANCE
SCANNER

INFORMATION

Scanner operators will wear Hi-Vis vests 
and will be stationed at the entrances of 

the conference session rooms. 

It is your responsibility to review the Con-
ference Schedule, arrive on time to the 

correct room, and stay for the duration of 
all presentations.

Your badge will be scanned 
3 times each day:

8:30 AM at the start of the GENERAL 
EDUCATION SESSION

1:30 PM at the start of MUNICIPAL or 
LTE/LTCO TRACK

5:00 PM at the END OF THE DAY

Badges must be worn for the duration of 
the conference. **Report to the Confer-
ence Registration Desk immediately if 

you: arrive late, miss any of the 3 daily 
scans, or need to leave early.**

The Federation reserves the right to change these 
“scan” times, conduct additional scans, and/or col-
lect “paper” attendance records at any time during 

this event without prior notice. 

Hats generously provided by:

Tubelings generously provided by:

TABLE OF CONTENTS

DDOOWWNNEE   SS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEE  IINNCC..

HHAAWWTTHHOORRNNEE  NNJJ

223388--99880000
(( ))997733

3



NJ Urban & Community Forestry Program
October 16, 2025 1 NJUCF CEU/session 6 NJUCF CEUs/day*
October 17, 2025 1 NJUCF CEU/session 6 NJUCF CEUs/day

NJ Board of Tree Experts LTE/LTCO
October 16, 2025 1 CEU/session 6 CEUs/day*
October 17, 2025 1 CEU/session 6 CEUs/day

NJ International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)
October 16, 2025 1 CEU/session 6 CEUs/day*
October 17, 2025 1 CEU/session 6 CEUs/day

Society of American Foresters (SAF)
October 16, 2025 6 Category 1 CFEs/day*
October 17, 2025 6 Category 1 CFEs/day

NJ Certified Public Works Managers (CPWM)
Thursday, October 16 2025* Credits: Category — max 6 credits/day
     Morning General Sessions      1: Government & 1: Technical
     Luncheon Lecture      1: Management
     Afternoon Municipal Track      1: Government & 2: Management
     Afternoon LTE/LTCO Track      1: Management & 2: Technical
Friday, October 17, 2025 Credits: Category — max 6 credits/day
     Morning General Sessions      2: Government
     Morning Workshop      2: Management
     Luncheon Lecture      1: Management
     Afternoon Municipal Track      1: Government & 2: Management
     Afternoon LTE/LTCO Track      1: Government & 2: Technical

NJ International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)
Thursday, October 16, 2025                                                          Category: CORE 2 3A 8C 9 PP2
     4:00 - 5:00 PM Hendrickson, “HISTORY OF PESTICIDES...” 02
Friday, October 16, 2025                                                              Category: CORE
     2:30 - 3:30 PM Ware, “BEECH LEAF DISEASE MANAGEMENT...” 02 02 02 02 02
     4:00 - 5:00 PM Buckley, “TREES I LOVE TO HATE!” 02 02 02

* The NJUCF CORE (Community Representative) Training course is worth zero (0) CEUs and is 
excluded from all Thursday Oct 16th, CEU pre-approvals *
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This year, 2025, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the NJ Shade Tree Federation. Over the decades since 
the urban and community forestry movement began, 
the benefits of urban trees have been increasingly well 
researched and documented. Yet their importance, 
and our need for knowledge about them, continues to 
expand.

It is for this reason that the New Jersey Shade Tree Fed-
eration exists: to help connect, educate, and assist munic-
ipalities, organizations, and individuals in their work with 
their urban trees. Our annual conference is the key event 
for the latest information towards this end. The dates for 
this year’s conference are October 16th and 17th, once 
again at Harrah’s in Atlantic City.

The 100th anniversary conference will, as always, bring 
outstanding speakers. This year, we’ll look at some 

history of our organization, and of tree care, as well 
as provide presentations of compelling current interest, 
with the aim of advancing our knowledge of trees, and 
promoting informed decisions about their planting and 
maintenance. 

As always, there will be opportunities to network with 
friends both old and new, colleagues, other profession-
als, and exhibitors. A broad spectrum of vendors, includ-
ing non-profit groups, look forward to helping attendees 
find the information, plant material, and equipment that 
they have been searching for.

We look forward to celebrating the occasion with you!

Neil Hendrickson

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E 

10 0 T H A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E
OF THE NEW JERSEY SHADE TREE  FEDERATION

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President: Neil Hendrickson
Vice President: George Meglio

FEDERATION STAFF
Executive Director: Rich Wolowicz
Outreach Coordinator: Emily Farschon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Barbara Ronca		    Mary Charlotte Gitlin	         Roslyn Dvorin
Bridgewater Township	   NYC Dept. of City Planning     Rutgers Urban Forestry Program
 
Stephen Chisholm Jr.	   Al Birchler		         	         Thom Ritchie
Aspen Tree Experts		   Professional Tree Care	         Thom Ritchie Landscaping, LLC

George H. Sweetin		   Tim Foerster		          Jeffrey Cramer
RichView Consulting	   Foerster Landscaping	         So. Brunswick Shade Tree Comm.

Pam Zipse			     John Anderson		          Chris Raimondi
NJ Tree Foundation		   Retired			           Raimondi Horticultural Group, Inc. 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

8:00 AM	 Registration & Morning Coffee with Exhibitors

8:30 AM	 100TH Annual Conference Opening Program
*8:30 AM	 NJUCF CORE Training Introduction & Check-in

9:00 AM 	 GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION with Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk
		  “THE 3+30+300 PRINCIPLE FOR GREENER, HEALTHIER CITIES: EXPERIENCES FROM THE FIRST 5 		
		  YEARS”

10:00 AM	 Coffee Break with Exhibitors

10:30 AM	 GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION with Dr. Robert (Bob) F. Polomski
		  “STRIVING TO MEET THE DEMAND FOR TOUGH TREES IN TOUGH SITES WHILE FOSTERING 
		  BIODIVERSITY”

11:30 AM	 Lunch

12:00 PM	 LUNCHEON LECTURE with Dr. Jason Grabosky
		  “A BRIEF HISTORICAL REVIEW: NJ SHADE TREE FEDERATION AT THE 100TH ANNUAL MEETING”

1:00 PM	 New Jersey Shade Tree Federation Awards Presentation

1:30 PM	 BREAKOUT SESSION: MUNICIPAL TRACK with Nancy (Buley) Krautmann
		  “CULTIVATING CULTIVARS: THE HOW AND WHY OF NEW CULTIVAR DEVELOPMENT”
		  BREAKOUT SESSION: LTE/LTCO TRACK with Bruce Crawford
		  “A PROPER LOOK AT KEEPING YOUR TREE HAPPY”

2:30 PM	 BREAKOUT SESSION: MUNICIPAL TRACK with multiple speakers
		  “NEW APPROACHES TO COMMUNITY TREE PLANTINGS”
		  BREAKOUT SESSION: LTE/LTCO TRACK with Joe Greipp
		  “TREE-FOCUSED ORGANIZATIONS, ASSOCIATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND LICENSES IN NJ”

3:30 PM	 Coffee Break with Exhibitors

4:00 PM	 BREAKOUT SESSION: MUNICIPAL TRACK with Jay Kaplan and Joe Griebau
		  “UTILITY VEGETATION MANAGEMENT”
		  BREAKOUT SESSION: LTE/LTCO TRACK with Neil Hendrickson
		  “HISTORY OF PESTICIDES & THE ‘GREENING’ OF ARBORICULTURE”

5:00 PM	 Meet & Greet Networking Event in the Exhibit Hall

* Attention NJUCF CORE Trainees: This full day training course runs concurrently with the NJSTF Annual 	
Conference General Education & Breakout Sessions. You must report to the NJUCF CORE Training classroom at 8:30 
AM. See page 8 for the CORE Training Schedule and NJUCF Program information.
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2025

8:00 AM	 Registration & Morning Coffee with Exhibitors

8:30 AM	 100TH Annual Conference Day 2 Opening Program
*8:30 AM	 Check-in at NJUCF CLASSROOM (2-hour workshop, limited capacity) with NJ Forest Service, 
		  Davey Resource Group, Dr. Jason Grabosky
		  “MUNICIPAL TREE INVENTORY WORKSHOP & FIELD TRIP”

9:00 AM 	 GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION with Dr. Robert (Bob) F. Polomski
	 	 “SHOW ME THE SCIENCE: SHARE EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES TO WIN PUBLIC SUPPORT OF A 
		  DIVERSE, WELL-MAINTAINED URBAN FOREST”

10:00 AM	 Coffee Break with Exhibitors

10:30 AM	 GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION with Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk
		  “MUNICIPAL AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY: A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE OF GROWING PEOPLE AND 
		  TREE RELATIONSHIPS”

11:30 AM	 Lunch

12:00 PM	 LUNCHEON LECTURE with Dr. Jason Grabosky
		  “NJ SHADE TREE FEDERATION HITS 150TH YEAR! A PERFUNCTORY OVERVIEW OF 2075”

1:00 PM	 New Jersey Forest Service Awards Presentation

1:30 PM	 BREAKOUT SESSION: MUNICIPAL TRACK with Michael Zichelli and Blais Brancheau
		  “TREES & MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT: LESSONS FROM A REVIEWER”
		  BREAKOUT SESSION: LTE/LTCO TRACK with Jeffrey A. Tandul
		  “FIFTY SHADES OF SHADE: THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY OF URBAN/COMMUNITY 
		  FORESTRY AND LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT”

2:30 PM	 BREAKOUT SESSION: MUNICIPAL TRACK with multiple speakers
		  “SHOVEL READY: NJ COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROJECTS”
		  BREAKOUT SESSION: LTE/LTCO TRACK with Mark Ware
		  “BEECH LEAF DISEASE MANAGEMENT UPDATE”

3:30 PM	 Coffee Break

4:00 PM	 BREAKOUT SESSION: MUNICIPAL TRACK with multiple speakers
		  “FUTURE VOICES: LIGHTNING ROUND”
		  BREAKOUT SESSION: LTE/LTCO TRACK with Dr. Richard Buckley
		  “TREES I LOVE TO HATE!”
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Core training provided 
through a USDA 

Forest Service Grant in 
partnership with

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.

NJUCF CORE TRAINING SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

8:30 - 8:45 AM	 Introduction & Check-in with NJ Forest Service

8:45 - 9:15 AM	 NJ URBAN & COMMUNITY FORESTRY 
			   PROGRAM: WHAT IS IT AND HOW DOES IT 	
			   WORK? with NJ Forest Service

9:15 - 9:30 AM	 USING SOCIAL MEDIA TO PROMOTE YOUR 
			   PROGRAM with Roslyn Dvorin, Outreach 
			   Coordinator, Rutgers Urban Forestry Program

9:30 - 10:15 AM	 TREES 101: STRUCTURE, FUNCTION, 
			   IDENTIFICATION, & JARGON with Pam Zipse, 
			   Executive Director, NJ Tree Foundation, NJ LTE 
			   #426

10:15 - 10:30 AM	 Coffee Break with Exhibitors

10:30 - 11:30 AM	 LEGAL ISSUES IN URBAN & COMMUNITY 
			   FORESTRY: SHADE TREE COMMISSIONS & 
			   THE LAW with John H. Anlian, Attorney-At-Law

11:30 - 1:30 PM	 Lunch

1:30 - 2:30 PM	 TREE PLANTING & MAINTENANCE: FROM 
			   PLANNING TO PRACTICE with Lisa Simms, 
			   Director of Green Streets, NJ Tree Foundation

2:30 - 3:30 PM	 MUNICIPAL INVENTORY: HOW, WHAT AND 	
			   WHY with Dr. Jason Grabosky, Director, Rutgers 
			   Urban Forestry Program

3:30 - 4:00 PM	 Coffee Break with Exhibitors

4:00 - 5:00 PM	 ELEMENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL URBAN & 
			   COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM: 
			   MANAGEMENT with NJ Forest Service

ATTENTION CONFERENCE ATTENDEES

NJUCF CORE training is a full-day course that runs concurrently to the 
NJSTF Conference General Education and Breakout Sessions. 

The “CORE classroom” runs on its own schedule and is reserved 
seating only.
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NJUCF TRAINING & EDUCATION
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DIVISION OF STATE PARKS, FORESTS 
& HISTORIC SITES, URBAN & COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM, NJUCF ACCREDITATION

NJ Urban & Community Forestry Program 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

•	 NJUCF CEUs provide a permanent record for the 
state and local governments regarding the educa-
tion and training of the volunteers and employees 
engaged in urban and community forestry.  NJUCF 
CEUs build a community’s urban forestry knowledge 
bank and provide more advanced learning opportu-
nities to inform and guide the practice of urban and 
community forestry throughout the state.

•	 NJUCF Accreditation requires a minimum of eight 
(8) CEUs between at least two (2) individuals per mu-
nicipality or county be earned annually. Any individu-
al, whether they have attended CORE training or not, 
can earn CEUs on behalf their municipality/county.

Completion of the NJDEP Urban & Community Forestry (NJUCF) Program’s education and training requirements is one step 
toward attaining or maintaining NJUCF Annual Accreditation. NJUCF Accredited communities have access to grant funding 
for the implementation of their NJUCF approved Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP), and a basis to reduce or 
eliminate liability associated with local tree care programs and shade tree commissions in accordance with the New Jersey 
Shade Tree and Community Forestry Assistance Act (N.J.S.A. 13: 1L-17.1 et. seq.). For more details on the NJUCF pro-
gram, accreditation, and development of a Community Forestry Management Plan go to www.communityforestry.nj.gov.

If you are unsure of whether to attend CEU Sessions, and/or NJUCF Community Representative (CORE) Training, 
please reach out to your municipal or county shade tree representative to ask about your community’s needs for attaining/
maintaining NJUCF Annual Accreditation.

NJ Urban & Community Forestry Program 
Community Representative (CORE) Training

•	 NJUCF Community Representative (CORE) Training 
is an introduction to urban and community forestry in 
New Jersey covering the basics from science, the law, 
management, and funding of trees and community 
forest programs throughout the state. This training is 
for individuals interested and engaged in the steward-
ship of their urban and community forest and the trees 
that populate it: Shade Tree Commissioners, board or 
committee members, municipal or county employees, 
and anyone intrigued by or invested in trees, forestry, 
environment/ecology, and community sustainability.

•	 NJUCF Accreditation requires annual retention of at 
least two (2) NJUCF CORE Trained Community Rep-
resentatives per municipality/county. An individual’s 
CORE training status does not expire.
•	 One (1) person must be a municipal/county employee, and 

one (1) person must be a volunteer from the municipality/
county working with the tree resource.

•	 An elected official may be substituted in either the CORE 
trained employee or volunteer role.

NJUCF CEU SESSIONS AT THE SHADE 
TREE FEDERATION CONFERENCE

Attendance at the general and concurrent 
sessions provide maximum twelve (12) CEUs 
for two days, or six (6) CEUs per day, 
per person.

You must list the Municipality or County* 
you intend to support on your conference reg-
istration form. *NJUCF CEUs may not be 
applied to multiple municipal records.

Attendees must stay for the entire session, com-
plete any and all required paperwork, and 
scan into/out of the room in accordance with 
conference host/usher instructions to receive 
CEUs for each session (no exceptions).

NJUCF CORE TRAINING AT THE SHADE 
TREE FEDERATION CONFERENCE

FULL-DAY SESSION HELD CONCURRENTLY 
ON CONFERENCE DAY 1, THURSDAY 

OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

Certificate of Completion provided to those 
who: register, stay the entire day, complete 
all required paperwork, and scan into/out 
of the room in accordance with conference 
host/usher instructions (no exceptions).

**** There are NO CEUs provided for NJUCF (CORE) Training ****

9



DR. CECIL KONIJNENDIJK has 30 years of experience studying, teaching, and advis-
ing on aspects of urban forestry and nature-based solutions. From Utrecht, The Nether-
lands, he co-leads the Nature Based Solutions Institute, a think tank for the evidence-based 
greening of cities. Cecil has held full and visiting professorships in Belgium, Canada, 
China, Denmark, Hong Kong, and Sweden. He has advised national and local govern-
ments in more than 30 countries, as well as international organisations such as FAO and 
UNECE, on the formulation and implementation of green space and urban forestry poli-
cies and programs. He was part of the team, for example, of development urban forest 
master plans for the cities of Birmingham (UK) and Groningen (The Netherlands), as well as for the develop-
ment of a green roof and façade strategy for Riyadh (Saudi Arabia). His books include ‘The Forest and the 
City: the cultural landscape of urban woodland’ (2nd edition in 2018) and ‘Rethinking urban greens spaces’ 
(2024). In 2021 he launched a new evidence-based guideline for urban greening, the so-called 3+30+300 
rule, which is now used by municipalities, regional governments, and organisations across the world. Cecil is 
passionate about building meaningful relationships between people and nature to create better urban places.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

THE 3+30+300 PRINCIPLE FOR GREENER, HEALTHIER CITIES: EXPERIENCES 
FROM THE FIRST 5 YEARS with Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk, Director, Nature Based Solutions Institute

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION

The 3+30+30 principle is an evidence-based guideline that aims to provide the climate, health, and oth-
er benefits of trees and green space to everybody. The principle, developed in early 2021 by the pre-
senter, calls for at least 3 mature trees visible from every home, workplace, school, or place of care. It 
also sets a minimum of 30% canopy cover at the neighbourhood level. Moreover, we should all have a 
high-quality, publicly accessible green space within a 300-metres walk (i.e. just over 300 yards). At the 
time of the conference, the principle has been around for about five years and municipalities, govern-
ments, and various organisations and businesses around the globe have started using it. This talk assess-
es the current state of 3+30+300 implementation, in the US and elsewhere. It discusses opportunities for 
using the guideline for the promotion of sound urban forestry, also in New Jersey.

While communities strive to increase and maintain their tree canopy coverage, the urban environment 
and changing climate conditions present an assortment of challenges that affect tree performance and 
longevity. Given these biotic and abiotic constraints, certain native and nonnative species and their 

STRIVING TO MEET THE DEMAND FOR TOUGH TREES IN TOUGH SITES WHILE 
FOSTERING BIODIVERSITY with Dr. Robert (Bob) F. Polomski, Associate Extension 
Specialist—Horticulture/Arboriculture/Adjunct Instructor, Clemson University

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION
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DR. BOB POLOMSKI, a native of the Garden State, works in the Palmetto State at 
Clemson University where he has extension, teaching, and research responsibilities. Over 
the past three decades Polomski has educated commercial and consumer audiences on a 
wide range of topics in a variety of media that included radio, TV, and the internet. He 
has published articles in Extension publications, print and digital magazines, and peer-re-
viewed scientific journals. Polomski is also an author of four regional gardening books, a 
contributing writer for two nationally distributed gardening books, and a technical editor 
of 12 gardening books. During his Extension career, Polomski has earned 34 awards for 
his written publications, radio, and TV programs. Since earning his Ph.D. in 2009, Polomski teaches arboricul-
ture and woody landscape plant identification and use. With a broad interest in all things plants, Bob’s present 
horticultural/arboricultural pursuits include the study of urban tree growth and longevity and identifying, eval-
uating, and promoting plants that provide aesthetic and ecological benefits to landscapes and streetscapes.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

cultivars perform well in urban environments. These high-performing taxa will be discussed along with 
approaches that support genotypic diversity to avoid monocultural disasters.

A BRIEF HISTORICAL REVIEW: NJ SHADE TREE FEDERATION AT THE 100TH 
ANNUAL MEETING with Dr. Jason Grabosky, Rutgers Urban Forestry Program

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM LUNCHEON LECTURE

At this milestone for the Federation, I’ll provide some background history and context of the organiza-
tion while mentioning people and issues that have animated the annual meeting for the past century.  
I’ll emphasize the older material and hopefully encourage folks to continue the conversation of recent 
years over their dinners and after hours. This two-part lecture references 100 years of historic records to 
identify common aspects, themes, and challenges of community tree management shared by the current 
Federation audience. In part 2, we venture into the future. 

DR. JASON GRABOSKY is a professor within the Ecology, Evolution and Natural Resources 
program at Rutgers School of Environmental and Biological Sciences / NJ Agricultural Experi-
ment Station. He serves as the John and Eleanor Kuser Endowed Faculty Scholar in Urban and 
Community Forestry and has been with Rutgers since 2002. He was previously faculty at Univer-
sity of Florida and at Cornell University, where he also did his graduate work. Prior to all of that, 
he worked in the landscape and nursery industry going back to the very early 1980s. Having 
maintained those older industry connections, there are still people who knew Dr Grabosky when 
he had hair, with only a few in this room who knew Jason in the late 80s, early 1990s after his great follicle 
exodus. He teaches classes and maintains research efforts broadly defined as within tree biology, tree care, 
soil management, and forestry wildlife within developed spaces… excepting when it is about something else.
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1:30 PM - 2:30 PM BREAKOUT SESSION LTE/LTCO TRACK

NANCY (BULEY) KRAUTMANN has been talking trees for 31 years on behalf of J. 
Frank Schmidt & Son Co., wholesale tree growers of Boring, Oregon. Recently retired from 
her full-time role as Director of Communications, she continues to serve as a spokesperson 
for trees. A former newspaper reporter, Nancy earned a bachelor’s degree in Technical 
Journalism and Horticulture from Oregon State University. A Lifetime Honorary member 
of the American Society of Landscape Architects, Nancy has earned national recognition 
for her tree advocacy and stewardship efforts including a Horticultural Industries Leader-
ship Award (HILA) and Arbor Day Foundation’s Frederick Law Olmsted Award. She was 
presented the Garry Oak Award by Friends of Trees, where she served on the board of 
directors for more than a decade. A GardenComm.com member and a graduate of the Society of Municipal Ar-
borists’ Municipal Forestry Institute (MFI), Nancy gardens and tends trees in Oregon’s verdant Willamette Valley.

CULTIVATING CULTIVARS: THE HOW AND WHY OF NEW CULTIVAR 
DEVELOPMENT with Nancy (Buley) Krautmann

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM BREAKOUT SESSION

It’s a long and complex journey from seed to city tree. Many hands and a decade or more are needed 
to grow a tree from start to finish. It takes even longer to develop, select, trial, and introduce new and 
improved cultivars. Bringing new and improved urban tree cultivars to market is a multi-generational ef-
fort that may take 15–30 years or more, via the collaborative efforts of plant breeders, growers, urban 
foresters, arboreta, and academia. A changing climate adds urgency to the search for tough, resilient, 
adaptable urban trees. Understanding the timeline and processes of new tree introduction and the how 
and why of cultivar development will help growers, retailers, designers, specifiers, and landscape con-
tractors plan wisely for choosing, growing, and planting the best trees for the future urban forest.

The challenge with woody trees and shrubs is the language barrier—we do not speak the ‘proper’ 
language! Plants try to communicate when there is a problem, but we fail to understand. Bruce will 
consider this language barrier and attempt to break down issues that may be the result of improper 
siting, planting techniques, and pruning. We will also look at how trees can be properly used in designs 
to help us! Once the language barrier is overcome, we have a far better chance of enjoying a properly 
developed tree growing in a properly developed landscape! 

A PROPER LOOK AT KEEPING YOUR TREE HAPPY with Bruce Crawford, Manager of 
Horticulture, Morris County Parks Commission

CONFERENCE PROGRAM THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

MUNICIPAL TRACK

12



BRUCE CRAWFORD is a longtime proponent of unusual and fun plants, Bruce had his 
own design/build gardening business for nearly 25 years that specialized in plantings 
for year-round interest. One of those gardens was published in Fine Gardening Mag-
azine! From 2005 to 2020 Bruce was the Director of Rutgers Gardens, the botanical 
garden for Rutgers University, and was the State Program Leader for Home and Public 
Horticulture with the NJ Agricultural Experiment Station from 2020 to 2021. He was 
also an instructor in the Landscape Architecture program at Rutgers University from 
1987-2020. In 2021 he received the Award of Excellence from the National Garden 
Clubs. Currently, he is the Manager of Horticulture for the Morris County Parks Commis-
sion. He writes monthly for the Gardener News, a NJ based Horticulture Newspaper, as well as for the Garden 
Club of NJ Newsletter and for the National Garden Clubs quarterly journal (The National Gardener). Bruce 
lectures frequently to various horticultural groups. A true plant lover, he has yet to find a plant he does not like!

CONFERENCE PROGRAM THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

NEW APPROACHES TO COMMUNITY TREE PLANTINGS with multiple speakers

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM BREAKOUT SESSION

Learn how several Shade Tree Commissions have successfully implemented tree plantings in their commu-
nities. By collaborating with a local nursery, these Shade Tree Commissions along the New Jersey coast 
are increasing the shade tree population in municipal locations and engaging homeowners in planting 
directly on their properties. Representatives from Manasquan, Point Pleasant, Belmar, Fair Haven, and 
Atlantic Highlands will discuss the logistics of selecting trees for their town, involving the community in 
tree plantings, and increasing the diversity of tree species.

MUNICIPAL TRACK

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM BREAKOUT SESSION LTE/LTCO TRACK

New Jersey has a rich history of similarly aligned organizations, associations, and non-profits committed 
to the selection, planting and care of trees.  Come and enjoy a walk through of each of these organi-
zations, their leadership, and histories. Additionally, Mr. Greipp will also make sense of all the various 
licenses, certifications, and acronyms we see when working with professionals in the field.

TREE-FOCUSED ORGANIZATIONS, ASSOCIATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND 
LICENSES IN NJ with Joe Greipp, Arboretum Director, Meadow Lakes
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JOE GREIPP is an 
I.S.A. Board Certified 
Master Arborist and 
New Jersey Licensed 
Tree Expert. He is the 
director of the level 
II, internationally ac-
credited arboretum at 
Meadow Lakes, a con-
tinuing care retirement community in Hightstown 
NJ. Joe sits on the NJ Board of Tree Experts, 
and is the executive director of the NJ Chapter 
of the International Society of Arboriculture.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

JOE GRIEBAU has spent 24 years working in Utili-
ty vegetation management, 14 years as a Utility Line 
Clearance contractor, and 10 years as Atlantic City 
Electric (ACE) Vegetation Management Program 
Manager. Joe is an ISA Certified Arborist/Utility 
Specialist and NJDEP Certified Pesticide Applicator. 

UTILITY VEGETATION MANAGEMENT with Jay Kaplan, Supervisor for Vegetation 
Management, PSE&G and Joe Griebau, Sr. Vegetation Management Program Manager, Atlantic 
City Electric

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM BREAKOUT SESSION

This session discusses how and why utilities in NJ handle conflicts with vegetation, how those conflicts 
are handled, and the differences between the way the different utilities handle those conflicts.

MUNICIPAL TRACK

JAY KAPLAN has a B.S. in Natural Resource Management with a focus on Urban Forestry from Rutgers Uni-
versity. He spent 17 years working in utility vegetation management and 13 years working for PSE&G. He is a 
Licensed Tree Expert and ISA certified Utility Arborist. He is also Board president of the NJ Tree Foundation.

DID YOU KNOW?

THE STATE TREE OF NEW JERSEY IS 
THE NORTHERN RED OAK.

It was designated on June 13, 1950 by 
Governor Alfred E. Driscoll and the State 

Assembly. This tree was chosen to represent 
New Jersey for its strength, dignity, structural 

beauty, and long life.
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MEET & GREET NETWORKING EVENT
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH  |  4:30 PM - 6:30 PM  |  CONFERENCE EXHIBIT HALL

Stick around after the Thursday 
Education Sessions to socialize with 

fellow attendees, speakers, and 
exhibitors in this fun, unstructured 

gathering. We’ll snack, sip, and chat 
before parting ways to make our own 

dinner arrangements.

Conference registrants are welcome to 
participate with no additional entry fee!

CONFERENCE PROGRAM THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16TH, 2025

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM BREAKOUT SESSION LTE/LTCO TRACK

The history of pesticides is almost as long as human history; cultures around the world engaged in pest 
suppression. Neil uses examples of innovations and lesson learned “the hard way” to shed light on how 
our industry’s technologies, best practices, and regulations developed. From our first attempts at IPM 
and pesticide regulations with spongy moth, to the post-WWII usage of DDT, to the the beginnings of a 
“greener” era and the need for our newer pesticide chemistries and cultural approaches, Neil shows us 
what we learned and leaves us thinking about what we will do in the future.

HISTORY OF PESTICIDES & THE ‘GREENING’ OF ARBORICULTURE with Dr. Neil 
Hendrickson, PhD, former Northeast Technical Researcher, Bartlett Tree, now happily retired & 
current President of the NJ Shade Tree Federation

DR. NEIL HENDRICKSON worked for Bartlett Tree Research Labs where he served as 
their Northeast Technical Specialist for over twenty years before his retirement in 2019. 
Neil is a New Jersey Licensed Tree Expert and maintains his tree risk assessment qualifica-
tions. He now serves as President of the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation. He received 
his Bachelor of Science in Forestry from Cook College/Rutgers University, his Master 
of Science in Forest Science from the University of New Hampshire, and his Ph.D. in Sil-
viculture and Forest Ecology from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies.

15



CONFERENCE PROGRAM
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2025

SHOW ME THE SCIENCE: SHARE EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES TO WIN PUBLIC 
SUPPORT OF A DIVERSE, WELL-MAINTAINED URBAN FOREST with Dr. Robert (Bob) F. 
Polomski, Associate Extension Specialist—Horticulture/Arboriculture/Adjunct Instructor, Clemson University

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION

Maintaining a biologically rich urban forest requires the integration of native and noninvasive, non-
native species and cultivars. Opposition to nonnative taxa is fueled by misinformation and a reluc-
tance to part with long held beliefs, which tend to possess more value than scientific facts. Effective 
evidence-based practices combined with transparent communication and engagement, which includes 
public outreach efforts, community meetings, educational programs, and citizen science initiatives, can 
foster greater support for biodiversity in the urban forest.

Read Bob’s bio on page 11.

MUNICIPAL TREE INVENTORY WORKSHOP & FIELD TRIP with NJ Forest Service, 
Davey Resource Group, Dr. Jason Grabosky

8:30 AM - 11:30 AM NJUCF CLASSROOM - 2 HOUR WORKSHOP (LIMITED CAPACITY)

This hands-on, 2-hour workshop will highlight all aspects of the inventory process, from data collection, 
inventory types, and how to effectively use an inventory. Through a classroom and outdoor session, 
attendees will learn what data to collect, advantages/disadvantages of inventory type, and benefits 
of using your inventory. Now that the NJFS CFMP inventory requirement is in effect, this will be more 
useful than ever! This multi-speaker Session features representatives from the NJ Forest Service, Urban & 
Community Forestry Program, Davey Resource Group, and Jason Grabosky.

Read Jason’s bio on page 11.

DID YOU KNOW?

THE STATE MEMORIAL TREE OF NEW JERSEY IS THE FLOWERING DOGWOOD

It was designated the State Memorial Tree of New Jersey in 1951 to honor those who served in the 
armed forces and to encourage widespread planting of dogwoods in commemmorative spaces.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2025

MUNICIPAL AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY: A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE OF 
GROWING PEOPLE AND TREE RELATIONSHIPS with Dr. Cecil Konijnendijk, Director, 
Nature Based Solutions Institute

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Recent years have shown growing interest and activity in municipal and community forestry. In fact, 
these have now become global movements and fields, supported by a growing body of research, ex-
pertise, and involvement of numerous professional and advocacy organisations. In this talk, Cecil will 
discuss how municipal and community forestry have become truly global. Based on his work in 35 or so 
countries, he will show some of the latest, most exciting initiatives and developments. He will also shine 
his light on some of the next steps for municipal and community forestry, in order to enhance their role 
and impact even further.

Read Cecil’s bio on page 10.

GENERAL EDUCATION SESSION

NJ SHADE TREE FEDERATION HITS 150TH YEAR! A PERFUNCTORY OVERVIEW 
OF 2075 with Dr. Jason Grabosky, Rutgers Urban Forestry Program

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM

This is just another annual update on the things hitting communities and tree care professionals, but a fair 
amount has happened since the big 100th annual meeting back in 2025! In part 2 of this creative lecture 
pair, I look back on the first lunchtime lecture as though we are currently sitting at a meeting 50 years in the 
future. We’ll explore the applications of new and coming tech and reflect back on the issues of 2025. Re-
member those common aspects, themes, and challenges we identified way back in 2025… Well what did we 
do about them? Join us in a slightly skewed and fun way of exploring the future of our industry.

Read Jason’s bio on page 11.

LUNCHEON LECTURE

TREES & MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT: LESSONS FROM A REVIEWER with Michael 
Zichelli, Borough Administrator, Glen Ridge and Blais Brancheau, Township Planner, Hanover

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM

Mike and Blais present their viewpoints of how tree protection, preservation, and new development 
planting designs would function in a ‘perfect’ world and share their insights to help other municipal 
departments handle the ‘real life’ issues. Trees are living, growing things which require proper selection, 
placement, and maintenance to minimize infrastructure conflicts and increase odds of success. Reflecting 
on a combined 50+ years’ experience, Blais and Mike give us ideas on how to encourage sustainable 
tree installation, preservation, and landscape design in our communities.

BREAKOUT SESSION MUNICIPAL TRACK
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2025

FIFTY SHADES OF SHADE: THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY OF URBAN/ 
COMMUNITY FORESTRY AND LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT with Jeffrey A. Tandul, 
LLA, ASLA, M.Arc

Review of site plans is often limited and considered an afterthought by many planning boards, zoning 
boards and land use boards. Often, if plans are reviewed, they are done so by those with limited or 
no qualifications regarding landscapes and trees. Green professionals need to be more involved in the 
review process for development and other plans. Through some case studies and examples, this session 
will assist those submitting and/or reviewing landscape and reforestation plans become more familiar 
with the current standards of care. Discussion of protection of health, safety, and welfare regarding 
landscape and reforestation plans will be presented utilizing real world examples of Community & Ur-
ban Forest and Landscape management. This will include issues related to Right of Way Management, 
best practices for selection, planting, and care of trees, and navigating “political realities” and alterna-
tive funding options for planting and maintenance, liability reduction. A discussion of the limitations and 
opportunities of trees for storm water management shall also be provided. The session will address the 
potential legal issues facing professionals, volunteers and commissioners in regard to ordinance creation 
and tree/landscape evaluations. A brief introduction shall be provided regarding risks and rewards in 
providing expert witness services and planting/reforestation plan review services. Other topics will in-
clude best practices for specifications and post planting review. Communication best practices regarding 
dealing with the public, clients and governing/jurisdictional bodies will be examined. Interaction, coordi-
nation and cooperation between utilities and tree managers will also be examined.

1:30 - 2:30 PM BREAKOUT SESSION LTE/LTCO TRACK

JEFFREY A. TANDUL is an accomplished Landscape Architect and Arboriculturist, having held positions 
such as Shade Tree Commissioner and Chairman for Linden, NJ and Chairman of the Union County, NJ Parks 
Advisory Board. He has volunteered extensively with National ASLA and NJASLA, serving in a multitude of 
positions within NJASLA including President and the Chairman of Legislative Committee, where he is credited 
with being largely responsible for writing an update to a licensing practice act and helping the bill become 
law. He also was instrumental in assisting with getting the LTE Law enacted.  Mr. Tandul has been sought as 
a consultant to municipalities across NJ, working with entities including the NJ Board of Tree Experts, NJDEP 
Forest Service, and NJ Licensed Tree Experts. He is a member of the board of directors of the Friends of Olm-
sted Beil House and working towards restoration of the house and the remaining portion of the landscape. Mr. 
Tandul holds a BA in Economics (Rutgers College, RU), BS in Landscape Architecture (Cook College, RU), and 
a Master of Architecture Degree (NJIT, School of Architecture). He has also worked as an inspector for the 
Million Tree Program in New York City. Over his career, he has inspected the installation of about 80,000 trees.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2025

SHOVEL READY: NJ COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROJECTS with multiple speakers

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM

The New Jersey Forest Service has a strong commitment to Urban and community Forestry and has 
provided millions of dollars in grants to participating municipalities. In this panel discussion, we will hear 
from several municipalities sharing their thoughts, difficulties, successes, and lessons learned in imple-
menting their local tree programs, from implementing an inventory, pruning, removals, and scheduling. 
These short presentations, followed by time for Q&A, will provide attendees with valuable insight on 
how to enhance their local community forestry programs.

BREAKOUT SESSION MUNICIPAL TRACK

BEECH LEAF DISEASE MANAGEMENT UPDATE with Mark Ware, Rainbow Ecoscience

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM

As Beech Leaf Disease continues to ravage our beloved Beech population, the research and efforts to 
manage the damage caused by the microscopic nematodes behind the disease continues at a feverish 
pace. We will be focusing on the current management options as well as reviewing any new research. 

BREAKOUT SESSION LTE/LTCO TRACK

MARK WARE is a Board Certified 
Master Arborist on the Rainbow Eco-
science team, covering the Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic regions. Mark brings 
over ten years of practical experience 
in arboriculture, plant health care and 
ornamental horticulture. Mark is re-
sponsible for providing PHC technical 
and application training to Rainbow’s 
clients and their crews. This includes 
providing technical support and train-
ing in Rainbow PHC protocols, re-
search and development of new prod-
ucts and protocols and in-field training 
with applicators.

DID YOU KNOW?
“TREASURE OUR TREES” LICENSE PLATES 

SUPPORT NEW JERSEY FORESTRY

Treasure our Trees license plates were created as 
a source of revenue for the NJ Urban Community 

Forestry Program and to help promote the awareness 
of trees around the state. Sales of this plate helps fund 
state grants allocating over $1.3 million to plant trees 
in environmentally burdened communities. This plate is 
100% tax deductible for those who itemize their taxes, 

similar to a charitable contribution.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2025

FUTURE VOICES: LIGHTNING ROUND with multiple speakers, Rutgers University

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Welcome to the next generation of our profession. As tree planters, we all know that our work is not 
designed to end. Each generation of community tree stewards inherits a forest reflecting the ideas, chal-
lenges, and management priorities of those who came before them. The young professionals featured 
in this lightning round session will share an overview of their ideas, projects, and research, giving us 
a glimpse into what our industry may look like in the decades to come.  These short, rapid succession 
presentations will provide attendees with the key findings, expectations, and motivations of the people 
inheriting our NJ community tree resources.

BREAKOUT SESSION MUNICIPAL TRACK

TREES I LOVE TO HATE! with Dr. Richard Buckley, Rutgers Plant Diagnostic Lab

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Thirty-four years as a plant diagnostician has taught me that certain plants have lots of problems. I love 
them, because they have lots of problems, but I also hate them, because they have lots of problems! 
This 60-minute lecture will cover several common problem children and the diseases that make a mess of 
them. Each disease will be profiled to include pathogen biology and life cycle, the conditions necessary 
for disease outbreaks, and integrated control strategies that include useful cultural, biological, and chem-
ical management techniques. Special emphasis will be on symptom recognition and problem diagnosis 
from the field. Come see if your favorite tree makes the list!

BREAKOUT SESSION LTE/LTCO TRACK

DR. RICHARD BUCKLEY is the Director of Rutgers Plant Diagnostic Laboratory. He 
received his BS in Entomology and Plant Pathology from the University of Delaware and 
an MS in Turfgrass Pathology from Rutgers University. Buckley’s primary responsibility 
is as a plant problem solver. In his 34-year career, he has evaluated over 67,000 plant 
samples requiring disease and insect pest diagnosis. Buckley is an instructor in the Rutgers 
Professional Golf Turf Management School. He teaches courses in diseases and insect 
pests of turfgrass and ornamental plants and has over 3000 former students working 
in the green industry. He also teaches in several undergraduate and graduate courses 
in the Department of Pathology and Plant Science at Rutgers University. Richard is an 
acclaimed lecturer and invited speaker that has presented over 4500 lectures to green 
industry professionals. His topics include disease and insect pest problems in turf and ornamentals, plant 
problem solving and diagnostics, pesticides and pesticide use, and integrated pest management techniques.
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The New Jersey Shade Tree Federation wishes to acknowledge the tenacious 
leaders and the driving forces that made the past century of history possible.

100 YEARS OF THANKS

NELSON KESSLER
Executive Secretary/Director

EDGAR REX
Executive Director

MURIEL STEWART
Executive Secretary

WILLIAM J. PORTER
Executive Director

CLARE LASKOSKI
Executive Secretary, Emeritus

DONNA MASSA
Executive Director, Emeritus
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A SHORT ABORICULTURAL HISTORY

Among the reasons we come to conferences is to hear about the latest advancements in 
arboriculture and urban forestry, and there have been, and continue to be, a lot of them. This 
is because the science of modern arboriculture is only about a century old.

Until the late 1800s, there was no science to speak of in tree care—just trial and error. The 
earliest writers warned against severe tree topping and promoted wound treatments, cavity 
filling, and making flush cuts instead of leaving stubs. A recipe for cavity filling included cow 
manure, old lime, wood ashes, and sand.

The science of tree care was originally restricted to fruit trees and forestry, not landscape trees. 
In 1901, John Davey wrote The Tree Doctor, emphasizing the need for the study of trees and 
their physiology. Then, in 1924, F.A. Bartlett convened a conference to discuss the science 
of trees. This meeting evolved into the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA). In 1926, 
the F.A. Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory was established—the first dedicated to shade tree 
research in the United States. Also in 1926, the first arboricultural organization, the National 
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Shade Tree Conference (NSTC), forerunner of the ISA, was founded.

Although scientific advancements continued through mid-century, it was when Dr. Alex 
Shigo explained decay in terms of compartmentalization that the practice of tree care was 
revolutionized. Shortly after, as DDT was banned, the innovative concept of Integrated 
Pest Management was introduced based on the ideas of problem prevention, monitoring, a 
combination of treatment options, and reduced chemical use.

At about the same time, the ISA (then still the National Arborist Association) Memorial 
Research Trust Fund started funding studies in arboricultural science. This became the ISA 
Research Trust in 1976, and in 2002, the Tree Research and Education Endowment (TREE) fund. 
It has since provided millions of dollars for hundreds of grants.

So when we look at the variety of scientific disciplines in the world, we realize that ours is a 
young one indeed, and only in its early stages of discovery and innovation.

Neil Hendrickson, President of the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
OF THE 

NEW JERSEY SHADE TREE FEDERATION

1925-28	 Carl Brannwart

1929-40	 Ralph Huttenloch

1941		  Carl Brannwart

1942-3	 Oliver P. Medsger

1944-45	 Carl Witte

1946-47	 Wm. McIntyre

1948-49	 Richard Walters

1950		  Henry DelSnyder

1951		  Carl E. Mellquist

1952-53	 Edgar Rex

1954-55	 Winston E. Parker

1956-57	 Maurice Bowen

1958-59	 Harry Turner

1960-61	 Edward F. Brarmann, Jr.

1962-63	 Edward Chorpenning

1964		  Herman S. Porter

1965-66	 Carl Rose

1967-68	 Neal Munch

1969-70	 Henry Vaughn-Eames

1971-72	 William J. Porter

1973-74	 William Oberholtzer

1975-76	 Harry J. Banker

1977-79	 Stephen Bachelder

1980-81	 William Denno

1982-83	 Kenneth Gregory

1984-85	 W. Harold Heritage

1986-87	 Clarence Peterson, Jr.

1988-89	 David C. Shaw

1990-91	 Bernt Midland

1992-93	 Edward R. Drechsel

1994-95	 Richard S. Wolowicz

1996-97	 Clifford M. Pfleider

1998		  Alan C. Little

1998-99	 Bernadine Michalik

2000-01	 Gregory M. Hurley

2002-03	 Joan Simon

2004-05	 John Linson

2006-07	 William R. Comery

2008-09	 John E. Perry

2012-11	 Ray Cywinski

2012-13	 Jeff Cramer

2014-15	 Bob Turner

2016-17	 Wayne Dubin

2018-19	 Dr. Jason Grabosky

2020-21	 Liz Stewart

2022-23	 Pam Zipse
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E X H I B I T  H A L L  D I R E C T O R Y

ASPLUNDH TREE EXPERT, LLC 
Hosts: Dom DeRosa, Ryan Swier

14 Ridgedale Avenue, Suite 210
Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927
973-267-8700

The largest tree care company 
in the U.S. serving utilities and 
government agencies.

PREMIER SPONSORPREMIER SPONSOR CONFERENCE SPONSOR

BARTON NURSERIES
Hosts: Andrea Costas, Gus Hernandez Garay

949 New Durham Road
Edison, NJ 08817
732-287-5222

Wholesale Nursery/Grower
sales@bartonnurseries.com
bartonnurseries.com

CERBO’S NURSERIES
Hosts: Tyler Cerbo, Anthony Cerbo IV

86 Route 519
Newton, NJ 07860
973-579-5518
cerbonursery@aol.com

North Jersey’s largest grower of 
shade trees and ornamental trees. 
Over 100 years in business. 
www.cerbonurseries.com

CUSTOM TRUCK ONE SOURCE
Hosts: Bill Mitchell, Tom Boehm

7701 Independence Ave
Kansas City, MO 64125
855-666-3115
info@customtruck.com
www.customtruck.com

Custom Truck One Source is 
one of the largest providers of 
specialty equipment parts, tools, 
accessories, and services to the 
electric utility transmission and 
distribution, telecommunications 
and rail markets in North America, 
with a differentiated “one-stop-
shop” business model. 

DAVEY RESOURCE GROUP, INC.
Hosts: Andrew Ullman, Cali Fox

49 5th Ave. #1113
Brooklyn, NY 11217
646-740-9424
andrew.ullman@davey.com 
www.davey.com/environmental-
consulting-services/local-offices/
new-york-metropolitan-area/

We offer a wide and growing variety 
of consulting services, including: 
urban and community forestry, our 
TreeKeeper inventory management 
software, wetlands and stream studies, 
ecosystem restoration, stormwater 
management and compliance, and 
invasive species management.  

CONFERENCE SPONSOR
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DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO. 
Hosts: Frank Molina, Jason Reitter

57 E. Hanover Place
914-223-9050

frank.molina@davey.com

CONFERENCE SPONSOR

THE DOGGETT CORPORATION 
Hosts: Paul Slivka

30 Cherry St
Lebanon, NJ 08833
973-301-0431

Fertilizer Manufacturing 
paul@doggettcorp.com
www.doggettcorp.com 

DDOOWWNNEE   SS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEE  IINNCC..

HHAAWWTTHHOORRNNEE  NNJJ

223388--99880000
(( ))997733

DOWNES TREE SERVICE

colleend@downes.pro 
www.downestreeservice.com

Family owned tree care business for 
over 40 years, servicing residential 
and commercial clients in all phases of 
tree work in the greater NJ/NY area.

PREMIER SPONSORPREMIER SPONSOR CONFERENCE SPONSOR

FERNBROOK NURSERY INC.
Hosts: Kevin Fenning, Tanya Gregory

PO Box 228
Bordentown, NJ 08505
609-298-8282
tanya@fernbrookfarms.com
www.fernbrookfarms.com

Wholesale nursery in central 
NJ growing flowering, shade, & 
evergreen trees with 5 acres of 
container material, including native 
deciduous azaleas.

EXHIBIT HALL DIRECTORY

MODERN EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY 
Hosts: Daniel Lamela, Paul VanNocker

Bandit Industrial Equipment and 
Hyundai Construction Equipment 
Emerald Tiger Award Winners. 
Industry leading sales, parts, and 
service. For all your arborist, 
engine, and equipment parts, visit:
modernequipmentparts.com
marketing@moderngroup.com
2501 Durham Rd
Bristol, PA, 19007
1-800-866-3376

Modern Equipment & Supply is the 
region’s premier supplier of Arborist, 
Industrial Grinding & Shredding and 
Construction Equipment. Modern 
Proudly represents Bandit Hand-fed 
& Industrial, CMC Lift, Sennebogen 
Tree Care, and Hyundai 
Construction Equipment. Serving all 
of NJ, Eastern PA and DE from any 
of our 5 locations, road service and 
online. We are the nations #1 dealer 
of Bandit and CMC Equipment and 
a dealer of distinction representing 

MEET & GREET SPONSORMEET & GREET SPONSOR CONFERENCE SPONSOR
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NEW JERSEY ARBORISTS CHAPTER OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ABORICULTURE (NJAISA)
Hosts: Joe Greipp, Carol Radziewicz

PO Box 674
Moorestown, NJ 08057 
856-343-7571
njarboristsisa@gmail.com
www.njaisa.com

We are the state chapter of 
the International Society of 
Arboriculture. We are focused 
on advancing the science and 
profession of arboriculture.

CONFERENCE PARTNER

NJ FOREST SERVICE, URBAN & COMMUNITY 
FOREST PROGRAM (NJUCF) 

PO Box 420
Trenton, NJ 08625-0420 
609-292-2532
communityforestry@dep.nj.gov

The New Jersey Forest Service—
Urban and Community Forestry 
Program (NJUCF) ensures more 
livable communities by providing 
local governments with educational, 
technical, and financial assistance 
for the planting, care, and 
management of trees and forests. 
Proper management of the urban 
and community forest resource yields 
environmental, economic, and social 
benefits vital to the well-being of 
the most densely populated and 
urbanized state in the nation.

CONFERENCE PARTNER

NJ TREE FOUNDATION
Hosts: Nicole Castillo, Crystal Wessel

pzipse@njtreefoundation.org
www.njtrees.org

The NJ Tree Foundation is a statewide 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
planting trees in New Jersey’s most 
underserved neighborhoods, where 
the need is greatest. 

CONFERENCE PARTNER

NORTHEASTERN ARBORIST SUPPLY
Hosts: Matthew Dujets, Karen Dujets

50 Notch Road
Woodland Park, NJ 07424
973-837-1390

Sales & Service of Arborist Equipment.
matt@northeasternarborist.com
www.northeasternarborist.com

PREMIER SPONSORPREMIER SPONSOR CONFERENCE SPONSOR

EXHIBIT HALL DIRECTORY
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PLANT DETECTIVES 
Hosts: Brendan Perlee

45 Route 206
Chester, NJ 07930
908-879-6577
brendan@plantdetectives.com
www.plantdetectives.com

Plant Detectives is a wholesale 
nursery & garden center in Chester, 
NJ, known for sourcing unique & 
high quality nursery stock.

PLEASANT RUN NURSERY, INC.
Hosts: Katelyn Irvine, Carl Hesselein

PO Box 247 
Allentown, NJ 08501
609-259-8585
kate@pleasantrunnursery.com
www.pleasantrunnursery.com 

Wholesale container nursery 
specializing in finished material 
ranging from Qts- #30 gallon 
perennials, shrubs, vines, trees, 
grasses, tropicals, and more!

CONFERENCE SPONSOR

RAINBOW ECOSCIENCE
Hosts: Bob Dolan, Mark Ware

PO Box 228
Bordentown, NJ 08505
609-298-8282
tanya@fernbrookfarms.com
www.fernbrookfarms.com

Rainbow Ecosience was created to 
support businesses like yours. Founded 
in 1976 as Rainbow Treecare, it has 
been practicing plant healthcare (PHC) 
for over 40 years. In the 1990s, fed up 
with the lack of science-backed treatment 
protocols and distributors who seemed 
more interested in selling a product than 
solving a problem, Rainbow Scientific was 
born. Combing world-class horticultural 
and arboricultural research with a ground-
up understanding of the day-to-day 
operations of running a service company 
gives Rainbow unique insights within the 
Green Industry. We are here to help 
you understand the issues your clients’ 
properties are facing and get you the 
tools you need to find the solution. 

EXHIBIT HALL DIRECTORY

PINELANDS NURSERY
Hosts: Fran Chismar, Tom Knezick

323 Island Road
Columbus, NJ 08022
609-351-5283
sales@pinelandsnursery.com 
www.pinelandsnursery.com

Pinelands Nursery, in business for 
over 40 years, is a 100% native 
plant nursery—95% of which is 
grown from locally collected seed. 
We supply woody containers, 
woody tubelings, herbaceous 
plugs, and seed.
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RICHVIEW CONSULTING
Hosts: Richard Wolowicz, Tom Purtell, Maria Sweetin

4 Maude Ln
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
973-220-6797

Arboricultural & Forestry Services.
rich@richviewconsulting.com

CONFERENCE SPONSORMEET & GREET SPONSORMEET & GREET SPONSOR

RUTGERS URBAN FORESTRY PROGRAM
Hosts: Roslyn Dvorin, Dr. Jason Grabosky

engages in graduate research 
and partners with industry and 
government to provide outreach 
and education across New Jersey. 
For more information or to explore 
a career in urban or community 
forestry, contact:
urbanforestry.rutgers.edu
grabosky@sebs.rutgers.edu
Waller Hall, 59 Lipman Drive
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
848-932-0050

The Rutgers University Urban 
Forestry Program offers an 
accredited undergraduate track in 
Urban Forestry within the Ecology, 
Evolution, and Natural Resources 
major. Rutgers holds accreditation 
from the Society of American 
Foresters (SAF) for both its Urban 
Forestry and Natural Resources & 
Ecosystem Management tracks—the 
first university in New Jersey to 
earn this distinction. In addition to 
academic offerings, the program 

CONFERENCE PARTNER

SHADE TREES NURSERY
Hosts: Rebecca Caracciolo, Myles Caracciolo

1875 Main Road (Route 25) 
Jamesport, NY 11947
631-722-4041
info@shadetreesnursery.com 
shadetreesnursery.com 

Our 130-acre nursery supplies 
finest quality container trees and 
shrubs, field grown evergreens, 
trees, flowering shrubs, specimens, 
and more to the wholesale trade 
throughout the northeast.

CONFERENCE SPONSOR

SITEONE LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

300 Colonial Center Suite 600
Roswell, GA 30076
610-500-4179

mmurphy2@siteone.com
www.siteone.com

PREMIER SPONSORPREMIER SPONSOR CONFERENCE SPONSOR

EXHIBIT HALL DIRECTORY
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TIDBURY CREEK FARMS 
Hosts: Danielle Kasyjanski, Peter Symanski

313 Spotswood Gravel Hill Rd
Monroe Twp, NJ 08831
732-521-5691

We are a wholesale farm and 
nursery.
shaun@tcfnursery.com 
www.tcfnursery.com

TUCKAHOE NURSERIES, INC. 
Hosts: Joe Mlinarevich, Carolyn Vazquez

PO Box 576
Tuckahoe, NJ 08250
609-861-0533

carolyn@tuckahoenurseries.com 
www.tuckahoenurseries.com 

EXHIBIT HALL DIRECTORY

SUSTAINABLE JERSEY AT THE SUSTAINABILITY 
INSTITUTE, THE COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY
Hosts: Melanie McDermott

2000 Pennington Rd.
Forcina Hall, 3rd Floor
PO Box 7718
Ewing, NJ 08628-0718
732-501-1544
mcdermom@tcnj.edu

A non-profit organization that 
identifies sustainable practices for 
municipalities and schools and 
provides support and recognition 
(certification) for their achievement.

DID YOU KNOW?

NEW JERSEY RUNS A “BIG TREE” CONSERVATION PROGRAM

Since the 1930s, the New Jersey Forest Service’s Big Tree Conservation Program has kept a record of big trees in 
New Jersey. The Official New Jersey Big Tree Registry is a compilation of the largest native and naturalized tree 
species throughout the state. These trees have been nominated by New Jersey residents and have environmental, 
aesthetic, and genetic value. Additionally, some trees have historic value and should be conserved for future 
generations. The New Jersey Big Tree Conservation Program boasts more than 400 big trees on the registry and 
participation has grown tremendously.

To find out more or nominate a tree, visit:  	  https://www.nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/	
						       forest/bigtrees/treesofinterest.html
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A S P L U N D H . C O M      1 . 8 0 0 . 2 4 8 . T R E E

to the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation for 100 years of service in  
promoting trees and tree care in the state of New Jersey. 

As a Cherry-Level Sponsor, Asplundh is proud of its ongoing  
support to this remarkable organization.

CONGRATULATIONS

F I N E S T Q U A L I T Y P L A N T M A T E R I A L S I N C E 1 9 6 6  

120-acre nursery supplying the finest quality plant material 
to the wholesale trade throughout the Northeast 

Field grown shade and flowering trees, Evergreens, and broadleaved Evergreens

A complete line of container grown plant material including 
natives, shade and flowering trees, fruit trees, and flowering shrubs

Shipping on our own fleet of trucks with reasonable freight rates

Visit www.shadetreesnursery.com/wholesale for a video tour of our fields

Jamesport, NY
631-722-4041

info@shadetreesnursery.com

Stop by our booth to say hello!
Myles Caracciolo, Vice President
myles@shadetreesnursery.com



EXPERT TREE CARE FOR 118 YEARS — AND GROWING. 
Acer saccharum, better known as Sugar Maple, is just one of 
the thousands of species we specialize in.  Discover how our 

passion is inspiring one beautiful property after another.

Call 877-227-8538 or visit 
bartlett.com/lebanon-nj

PRUNING | FERTILIZATION | CABLING & BRACING  
INSECT & DISEASE MANAGEMENT | TREE INSPECTIONS 

STORM DAMAGE | LIGHTNING PROTECTION | REMOVALS

The F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert Company

WE’RE FOR 
EVERY TREE.

WE’RE FOR 
EVERY TREE.

YOUR TRUSTED 
TREE CARE 
PROFESSIONALS
Caring for your trees year round.

SERVICES
Environmental Consulting
Tree Care and Maintenance
Comprehensive Grounds Care
Pest & Disease Management
Water Management Solutions

Frank Molina
Regional Business Developer
(914) 223-9050

Scan here to start
your next project



Congratulations to 
the New Jersey Shade 

Tree Federation on 
the 100th Annual 

Conference! 

www.NJLCA.org
201-703-3600

Congratulations NJ Shade Tree Federation
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(973) 761 - 0400



 

 

 
65 Royal Ave., Hawthorne, NJ 07506 

973-238-9800 
www.downestreeservice.com 

 
DOWNES TREE SERVICE 
Since the inception in 1983 of Downes Tree Service, Downes has grown to be one of the largest tree care and removal 
experts in Northern New Jersey. Downes is a New Jersey licensed tree care company NJTC #767613, with (7) Licensed 
Tree Experts & ISA Certified Arborists on staff. Employees are also certified in ACRT electric line clearance through 
PSE&G. Our crews are fully trained and insured to perform safe tree removal services, tree pruning, stump removal and 
more. 
 
Below is a synopsis of the other services that we provide. 

 
 

PLANT, SHRUB, & LAWN CARE 
Downes has been in the lawn and shrub care 
business for over 20 years. Downes can be 
counted on to keep your trees, shrubs and lawn 
looking their best! We provide the highest 
quality plant and grass health care using the 
most up-to-date fertilizers and techniques 
available to protect and preserve the natural 
value and beauty of your property. 

 Our programs include treatment for 
insects, diseases and weed control as 
well as core lawn aeration, fertilizer and 
power seeding. 

 Downes Tree Service complies with all 
standards of the International Society 
of Arboriculture, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the NJ DEP. 

 
 
DTS TRUCKING 
At DTS Trucking we offer a reliable roll-off 
container service to make your job easier. We 
supply 15, 20- and 30-yard containers for 
disposal of wood waste (logs/brush) stumps, 
concrete, asphalt, construction demolition 
debris, and street sweepings. As well as our roll-
off container services, we offer pick-up or 
delivery of topsoil and mulch. Mulch comes in a 
wide variety of colors and wood products. 

 
 

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION/SITE WORK 
In the past 8 years, Downes has expanded its 
expertise to the landscape design/build aspect 
of commercial and residential landscape. Our 
construction crews are staffed with a workforce 
that has many years of experience and a vast 
knowledge of the landscape and construction 
industry. Our Landscape & Site Work crews can 
provide you with a level of service and 
professionalism that is unparalleled. Below is a 
sample list of the services that we can provide. 
 

 Landscape planting (residential & 
commercial) 

 Walkways & patios 
 Retaining walls (timber, natural stone, 

& concrete block) 
 Drainage & Grading 
 Topsoil & Mulch Installation 
 Seeding & Sodding 
 Irrigation Installation 
 Landscape Lighting 
 Excavation & Pond Dredging  



Congratulations to the New Jersey Shade Tree Federation 
Celebrating 100 Years of Educating and Serving the 

Professionals in the Industry 
 

 
50 Notch Road 

Woodland Park, NJ 07424 
973-837-1390 

 
www.northeasternarborist.com 

 
 

SMALL SEEDS REAP 
GIANT IDEAS

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 
FEDERATION’S CENTENNIAL!

Rich, Ewa, Della Wolowicz 
and Maryann Hobbie



Advanc ing  the

pro f ess i on  o f

arbor i cu l ture  in  NJ

t oge ther ,  f o r  de cades .

Advanc ing  the
pro f e ss i on  o f

a rbor i cu l ture  in  NJ
t o g e ther ,  f o r  d e cades .

Proud partners of the NJ Shade Tree FederationProud partners of the NJ Shade Tree Federation

1951 “Kilmer Oak”1951 “Kilmer Oak”



 

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE FEDERATION’S 100th 

ANNIVERSARY IN PROMOTING TREE CARE! 

Tom, George, Emily, Michelle and Rich 

 



www.sustainablejersey.com

Congratulations on 100 years of Arboriculture for NJ

Biophilic Designers | www.raimondihg.com



Congratulations to the New Jersey 
Shade Tree Federation on this monu-
mental accomplishment! Looking for-
ward to the next 100 years of learn-

ing, networking, and trees! From your 
friends and colleagues at the New 

Jersey Tree Foundation.

Barbara + Tom Ronca Congrats 2025

EWA AND DELLA WOLOWICZ

Congratulations & Joy! Pam Zipse

Congratulations on the 
Shade Tree Federation’s 

100th year!

George & Maria Sweetin

Donna & Carl Massa

Alfred & Alison Birchler

Mary Charlotte Gitlin

Thom & Lynn Ritchie

MARIANO PRESS

Congratulations on 100 years! 
The Zichelli Family

THANK YOU TO OUR 
TREE BOOSTERS!
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ABOUT THIS BOOKLET
This booklet uses a typeface known as Futura. The New Jersey Shade Tree Federation used 

this very same typeface for conference booklets in the 1920s.

The featured cover photo was photographed by Isabella Vonberg. Leaf images: vecteezy.com.

The booklet was designed by Holly Branco. Holly is a freelance designer, editor, tutor, and 
writer based in Northern New Jersey. You read more about her work on hollybranco.com.

Special thanks to Rich Wolowicz, Emily Farschon, and the Board of Directors for their 
feedback, suggestions, and enthusiasm.

OUR GENEROUS PARTNERS AND SPONSORS
Thank you for making this event possible!

DDOOWWNNEE   SS
TTRREEEE  SSEERRVVIICCEE  IINNCC..

HHAAWWTTHHOORRNNEE  NNJJ
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