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Historical roots



Paulus Constantijn la Fargue 1729-1782 



Source: Schama (1995)





Cities are an immense 
laboratory of trial and error, 

failure and success, in city 
building and city design – 

Jane Jacobs (1961)



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dutch_elm_disease_in_Illinois_(1967)_(204939
12723).jpg

Carter, J. Cedric (James Cedric), 1905-; Illinois. Natural History Survey Division



Urban Forestry

The art, science, and technology of 

managing trees and forest resources in 

and around urban community 

ecosystems for the physiological, 

sociological, economic, and aesthetic 

benefits trees provide society 

(Helms 1998, based on Miller 1997)

From article for Tree Canada by Mike Rosen.
https://treecanada.ca/article/in-celebration-of-erik-jorgensen-the-
inventor-of-urban-forestry/



Gaining strength and 
becoming international













Key Characteristics of Urban Forestry

• Integrative: all tree resources; urban and peri-

urban; planning & management

• Strategic: long-term vision, multiple use

• Inter-/multidisciplinary: wide range of 

disciplines/fields

• Participatory: stakeholder involvement

• Urban: urban conditions; meeting urban demands



• Canopy cover
• Pocket parks
• Community gardens
• Green schoolyards



https://acsess.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2134/csa2016-61-2-1









Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia-Hercegovina, 
Bulgaria, Canada, China, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Germany, Finland, Hong Kong, Iceland, 
Iran, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Russian Federation, 
Saudi Arabia, Serbia, South Africa, Slovenia, Spain, 
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, 
United States



The 12 Cs for better urban and municipal forestry

1. Connection

2. Collaboration

3. Community

4. Communication

5. Clarity

6. Competence

7. Creativity

8. Courage

9. Champions

10. Cash

11. Context

12. Complexity



https://atlasofthefuture.org/project/cities4forests/ Connection



http://www.dezela-celjska.si/sites/www.dezela-celjska.si/files/styles/large/public/mestnigozdAnskiVrh.gif

Collaboration

http://www.google.se/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPm8oIPfjsYCFSXwcgodmS8HvQ&url=http://www.dezela-celjska.si/sl/node/243&ei=Czh9VbmLCaXgywOZ35zoCw&bvm=bv.95515949,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNFvkzloX1i9ujcyTWmTPqZAeMYFag&ust=1434356084342169
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Community



Communicaton





UBC alumni magazine (2022)







Clarity







Competence







http://tvi.com.pk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/China-Forest-City1-660x330.jpg

Creativity





File:Korea-Seoul-Cheonggyecheon-2008-01.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Korea-Seoul-Cheonggyecheon-2008-01.jpg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Myung-bak

Courage

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/Korea-Seoul-Cheonggyecheon-2008-01.jpg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNvZNKW02K4



Champions



https://www.arborday.org/urban-forestry-

economic/#:~:text=The%20urban%20forestry%20sector%20has,employment%20footprint%20worth%20%2464%20billion.

We found that individuals living in the greenest 

neighborhoods incurred, on average, $374 less 

per year in healthcare expenditures, than their 

peers living in the least green neighborhoods 

(Van Den Eeden et al., 2022)

Cash





https://www.treesatlanta.org/news/1911-2/

Context





Mosaic governance: “the diversity of processes 
that may facilitate existing active citizenship and 
stimulate its upscaling through a mix of 
governance modes and policy interventions 
tailored to the socio-ecological context of urban 
landscapes”.

Complexity







The 12 Cs for better urban and municipal forestry

1. Connection

2. Collaboration

3. Community

4. Communication

5. Clarity

6. Competence

7. Creativity

8. Courage

9. Champions

10. Cash

11. Context

12. Complexity

13. Celebrate

14. Care!



Celebration



Care



Place Keeping

• Just making a place is not enough to ensure 

longer-term sustainability, use, success – place 

also has to be maintained / kept / developed

• ‘Place-keeping’: first coined by Wild et al. 

(2008)

• Long-term management which ensures that 

the social, environmental and economic 

quality and benefits the place brings can be 

enjoyed by future generations

Source: Dempsey & Burton (2012)



What’s Next for 
Global Municipal and 
Community Forestry?





• Structure cities like 
plants

• Co-habitation with 
plants and other 
beings

• Primary thing to 
do: more trees!

• Tree Streets



Future Role of Urban Foresters & Arborists

• At frontier of (re)connecting people and trees, communities and nature

• Trees as core expertise – from individual to tree systems

• Experts in delivery, instilling a sense of realism

• Good practice from tree planting to long-term maintenance

• Knowledge and expertise built up over the years

• Long-term, socio-ecological perspective

• Embracing technology (with care)

• Health care professionals, chief happiness officers, critical 

infrastructure managers, storytellers, …







Our chestnut tree is in 
full blossom. It is 
covered with leaves and 
is even more beautiful 
than last year.” – Anne 
Frank, 13 May 1944

File:Annefranktree edit1.jpg

Wikimedia Commons

File:Anne Frank.jpg

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/Annefranktree_edit1.jpg
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/47/Anne_Frank.jpg


Actions for Trees -

From new book 

From Tree Loss to Tree Love

• Learn how to see and appreciate trees

• Enhance tree knowledge and curiosity

• Talk about trees

• Advocate for trees

• Take care of our trees

• Collaborate for trees

• Grieve for our trees

• Celebrate trees

Live with trees, fully!
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A Bright Perspective?

cecil@nbsi.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cecil -konijnendijk-2038201/  
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