
 

 
 

Recovery of Human Remains 
 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 

DAY 1 

 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Classroom Training – Topics to be covered include: 

• What is Forensic Anthropology? 

• Human vs. Non-human Skeletal Remains 

• Forensic Significance and Contextual Importance 

• Forensic Taphonomy 

• Human Osteology (Brief Overview) 

• Recovery of Human Remains 
o Locating Human Remains 
o Survey and Mapping Techniques 
o Types of Burials 
o Recovery Procedures (Surface vs. Burial) 

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

Mock Crime Scene – Locating Burial and Excavation of 
Buried Remains 
Locate possible buried remains and begin excavation of buried 
human remains 

DAY 2 

 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

Mock Crime Scene – Excavation of Buried Remains Cont. 

• Continued excavation of buried human remains 

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

Mock Crime Scene – Documentation & Collection of Buried 
Remains 

• Conduct documentation using photography and hand mapping 
techniques of buried human remains 
Collect and inventory recovered human remains and any 
associated evidence 

DAY 3 

 
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM 

 

Classroom Mapping Activity 

• Documentation and mapping of scattered human remains in the 
classroom 

9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

Mock Crime Scene – Surface Skeletal Remains 

• Practice techniques used to locate human skeletal remains on the 
surface and thoroughly document remains using photography and 
hand mapping techniques 

2:00 PM – 5:00 PM Case Study Review & Final Exam 

 


