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From restaurant chef to school lunch cook
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In the heart of Manukau City, Tanya Kaihe has seen dozens of young Maori go from “dead-end” job assignments in factories and security to finding their
passion — be it Te Ao Maori, tech, retail or publishing.

Kaihe (Ngapuhi) leads Hapai Tuhono, a publicly funded organisation that gets rangatahi (young people) into sustainable, long-term employment. These young
people are known to the system as NEETs — not in education, employment or training — and have been on what she calls the “merry-go-round” of
Government-led workplace schemes.

But few of these placements fit their skillset, passion or aspirations, Kaihe says.

“We saw a young woman who was sent to a factory, which didn’t work for her, but she was ready to work. So we helped her with interviewing skills, looked at
some jobs.

She went for a role at the Spark shop in the mall, and now she’s three years in, she recalls.

“A young man was told to work in security all his life, and he did work as a security guard. Then we find out he has a love for children’'s books. Who would have
thought?”
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A group discussion at lhumatao organised by Hapai Tahono.
SUPPLIED

In the June 2024 quarter, the NEET rate for rangatahi Maori was at 18.9% compared with a national rate of 10.8%. Meanwhile a 2024 report from workforce
development group Southern Initiative highlighted that 70% of Maori felt existing career services did not meet their needs, with rangatahi stereotyped into
low-value roles.

Kaihe says a lack of robust workforce planning leads young people to be jammed into labour market gaps that don’t suit them.

ADVERTISEMENT
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“There's no real career development strategy in place,” Kaihe says. “While the Tertiary Education Commission (TEC) has released a career strategy plan,
successive Governments haven’t figured out how career development works.”

Rangatahi Futures
Hapai Tthono is continuing with the career development project Rangatahi Futures that was shelved by TEC in 2010. It’s a pilot programme to get young

people into meaningful work with businesses around Tamaki Makaurau, with 100% of businesses involved saying the programme had beneficial outcomes for
productivity.

https://lwww.thepost.co.nz/business/360629414/guiding-young-maori-towards-career-path-and-job-satisfaction 217


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=CziuVCOzqZ-6aKdOJssUPv-T-sA_ogfLgfevp0u7VE83f3-W6GRABILq-8BZgq5yyhYwpoAHlqNjiA8gBCakCo-_XsKjtpD6oAwHIA8sEqgTiAU_QkayEzzcI5F4hSNQa_lNsMdBFY-qzFbYIjWysrT9npv8R4mnsC3IpSq5eh9A0e9HH1-lhx2uL73acxSkGQVT_JKdxQPwNglHPjq2qd3yZhVJ0djb-T5-UVc-SmHqITuTTH2IVo42-ztCFPQH40yyfOmoeYWq6JVlp4WPRSvVgcWXAQi_h8x0GHhamaA77sw8TEeQIfpsBUAbb9qPUHtvm76uU-_7WI6jEonWC7_fV3Pujb0YylNfPbDujvZU1zuQARXrtVT-RdDxLI9f33iIibKWPA3zVRM5eOUCdR0JcT0zABOag0_CaBYgFzrrL71LABQX6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB53O0bkBqAfZtrECqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgHmMWxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAqgH6rGxAqgHmbWxAqgHvrexAqgH-MKxAtgHAPoHFWNvbS50aGVpY29uaWMuYW5kcm9pZMAIAdIIJwiAYRABGAAyAooCOgyAQIDAgICAoIiAAiBIvf3BOlj6_4mBhrWMA_IIH2JpZGRlci14YXBpOjM0MTI5Njp2bFdBWWtLX1lCd2uaCUhodHRwczovL3d3dy50aGVpY29uaWMuY28ubnovYmVhZC1kZXRhaWwtdHJpYW5nbGUtYmlraW5pLXRvcC0yMzYyODc3Lmh0bWyACgSQCwPICwHgCwGADAGiDAJIAdoMEQoLEKCF6KH7556MtAESAgEDqg0CTlrIDQHgEqDjmOzZ_5CF-wHYEwvCFBMIoKWKgYa1jAMVko6sAh2qXBNm0BUB-BYBgBcBshcCGAG6FwI4AbIYBRguIgEB0BgB6BgB&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7r7dgIa1jAMV04SsAh0_sh_2EAEYASABEgI2FvD_BwE&num=1&pr=8:E3B1DFDA6EB1585F&cid=CAQSVwCjtLzMZkhXV3NumR63EgGnnQAJ3hW1U_VigTbv7_XsIY0FeX0chaQn5siRG_qzQ3yxVavHmmv9pJK2VXvCBr-kNoDDgDJd0tqwZQ_n42Zaa51pSUSQQhgB&sig=AOD64_0hLYc2y9ePBIgsmr_LBugnSpb1tQ&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&nb=19&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/searchads/link/click%3Flid%3D58700008850302989%26ds_a_cid%3D389905633%26ds_a_caid%3D22245723996%26ds_a_agid%3D%26ds_a_fiid%3D%26ds_a_lid%3D%26ds_a_extid%3D%26%26ds_e_adid%3D%26ds_e_matchtype%3D%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dx%26ds_e_product_group_id%3D%26ds_e_product_id%3DAE897AA80IVV-9875242-adult%26ds_e_product_merchant_id%3D115380647%26ds_e_product_country%3DNZ%26ds_e_product_language%3Den%26ds_e_product_channel%3Donline%26ds_e_product_store_id%3D%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.theiconic.co.nz/bead-detail-triangle-bikini-top-2362877.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dnz_sem_nonbrand%26utm_content%3D%26utm_campaign%3DNZ_Designer_PMax_PG_Iconic_Google_New%26utm_term%3D%26gclsrc%3Daw.ds%26gad_source%3D5
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=CziuVCOzqZ-6aKdOJssUPv-T-sA_ogfLgfevp0u7VE83f3-W6GRABILq-8BZgq5yyhYwpoAHlqNjiA8gBCakCo-_XsKjtpD6oAwHIA8sEqgTiAU_QkayEzzcI5F4hSNQa_lNsMdBFY-qzFbYIjWysrT9npv8R4mnsC3IpSq5eh9A0e9HH1-lhx2uL73acxSkGQVT_JKdxQPwNglHPjq2qd3yZhVJ0djb-T5-UVc-SmHqITuTTH2IVo42-ztCFPQH40yyfOmoeYWq6JVlp4WPRSvVgcWXAQi_h8x0GHhamaA77sw8TEeQIfpsBUAbb9qPUHtvm76uU-_7WI6jEonWC7_fV3Pujb0YylNfPbDujvZU1zuQARXrtVT-RdDxLI9f33iIibKWPA3zVRM5eOUCdR0JcT0zABOag0_CaBYgFzrrL71LABQX6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB53O0bkBqAfZtrECqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgHmMWxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAqgH6rGxAqgHmbWxAqgHvrexAqgH-MKxAtgHAPoHFWNvbS50aGVpY29uaWMuYW5kcm9pZMAIAdIIJwiAYRABGAAyAooCOgyAQIDAgICAoIiAAiBIvf3BOlj6_4mBhrWMA_IIH2JpZGRlci14YXBpOjM0MTI5Njp2bFdBWWtLX1lCd2uaCUhodHRwczovL3d3dy50aGVpY29uaWMuY28ubnovYmVhZC1kZXRhaWwtdHJpYW5nbGUtYmlraW5pLXRvcC0yMzYyODc3Lmh0bWyACgSQCwPICwHgCwGADAGiDAJIAdoMEQoLEKCF6KH7556MtAESAgEDqg0CTlrIDQHgEqDjmOzZ_5CF-wHYEwvCFBMIoKWKgYa1jAMVko6sAh2qXBNm0BUB-BYBgBcBshcCGAG6FwI4AbIYBRguIgEB0BgB6BgB&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7r7dgIa1jAMV04SsAh0_sh_2EAEYASABEgI2FvD_BwE&num=1&pr=8:E3B1DFDA6EB1585F&cid=CAQSVwCjtLzMZkhXV3NumR63EgGnnQAJ3hW1U_VigTbv7_XsIY0FeX0chaQn5siRG_qzQ3yxVavHmmv9pJK2VXvCBr-kNoDDgDJd0tqwZQ_n42Zaa51pSUSQQhgB&sig=AOD64_0hLYc2y9ePBIgsmr_LBugnSpb1tQ&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&nb=9&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/searchads/link/click%3Flid%3D58700008850302989%26ds_a_cid%3D389905633%26ds_a_caid%3D22245723996%26ds_a_agid%3D%26ds_a_fiid%3D%26ds_a_lid%3D%26ds_a_extid%3D%26%26ds_e_adid%3D%26ds_e_matchtype%3D%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dx%26ds_e_product_group_id%3D%26ds_e_product_id%3DAE897AA80IVV-9875242-adult%26ds_e_product_merchant_id%3D115380647%26ds_e_product_country%3DNZ%26ds_e_product_language%3Den%26ds_e_product_channel%3Donline%26ds_e_product_store_id%3D%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.theiconic.co.nz/bead-detail-triangle-bikini-top-2362877.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dnz_sem_nonbrand%26utm_content%3D%26utm_campaign%3DNZ_Designer_PMax_PG_Iconic_Google_New%26utm_term%3D%26gclsrc%3Daw.ds%26gad_source%3D5
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=CpDldCOzqZ-6aKdOJssUPv-T-sA_ogfLgfevp0u7VE83f3-W6GRABILq-8BZgq5yyhYwpoAHlqNjiA8gBCakCo-_XsKjtpD6oAwHIA8sEqgTiAU_QkayEzzcI5F4hSNQa_lNsMdBFY-qzFbYIjWysrT9npv8R4mnsC3IpSq5eh9A0e9HH1-lhx2uL73acxSkGQVT_JKdxQPwNglHPjq2qd3yZhVJ0djb-T5-UVc-SmHqITuTTH2IVo42-ztCFPQH40yyfOmoeYWq6JVlp4WPRSvVgcWXAQi_h8x0GHhamaA77sw8TEeQIfpsBUAbb9qPUHtvm76uU-_7WI6jEonWC7_fV3Pujb0YylNfPbDujvZU1zuQARXrtVT-RdDxLI9f33iIibKWPA3zVRM5eOUCdR0JcT0zABOag0_CaBYgFzrrL71LABQX6BQYIJRABGAGgBi6AB53O0bkBqAfZtrECqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgHmMWxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAqgH6rGxAqgHmbWxAqgHvrexAqgH-MKxAtgHAPoHFWNvbS50aGVpY29uaWMuYW5kcm9pZMAIAtIIJwiAYRABGAAyAooCOgyAQIDAgICAoIiAAiBIvf3BOlj6_4mBhrWMA_IIH2JpZGRlci14YXBpOjM0MTI5Njp2bFdBWWtLX1lCd2uaCUNodHRwczovL3d3dy50aGVpY29uaWMuY28ubnovaGFsdGVyLXRyaWFuZ2xlLWJpa2luaS10b3AtMjM2MjkzNS5odG1sgAoEkAsDyAsB4AsBgAwBogwCSAHaDBEKCxCgheih--eejLQBEgIBA6oNAk5ayA0B4BKkpoXhzryj9HfYEwvCFBMIoKWKgYa1jAMVko6sAh2qXBNm0BUB-BYBgBcBshcCGAG6FwI4AbIYBRguIgEB0BgB6BgB&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7r7dgIa1jAMV04SsAh0_sh_2EAEYASACEgJZp_D_BwE&num=1&pr=8:E3B1DFDA6EB1585F&cid=CAQSVwCjtLzMZkhXV3NumR63EgGnnQAJ3hW1U_VigTbv7_XsIY0FeX0chaQn5siRG_qzQ3yxVavHmmv9pJK2VXvCBr-kNoDDgDJd0tqwZQ_n42Zaa51pSUSQQhgB&sig=AOD64_38mWVpxOcY-5w1tSILBFMpGSxLNQ&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&nb=9&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/searchads/link/click%3Flid%3D58700008850302989%26ds_a_cid%3D389905633%26ds_a_caid%3D22245723996%26ds_a_agid%3D%26ds_a_fiid%3D%26ds_a_lid%3D%26ds_a_extid%3D%26%26ds_e_adid%3D%26ds_e_matchtype%3D%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dx%26ds_e_product_group_id%3D%26ds_e_product_id%3DAE897AA80LFZ-9875584-adult%26ds_e_product_merchant_id%3D115380647%26ds_e_product_country%3DNZ%26ds_e_product_language%3Den%26ds_e_product_channel%3Donline%26ds_e_product_store_id%3D%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.theiconic.co.nz/halter-triangle-bikini-top-2362935.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dnz_sem_nonbrand%26utm_content%3D%26utm_campaign%3DNZ_Designer_PMax_PG_Iconic_Google_New%26utm_term%3D%26gclsrc%3Daw.ds%26gad_source%3D5
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=CgGDwCOzqZ-6aKdOJssUPv-T-sA_ogfLgfevp0u7VE83f3-W6GRABILq-8BZgq5yyhYwpoAHlqNjiA8gBCakCo-_XsKjtpD6oAwHIA8sEqgTiAU_QkayEzzcI5F4hSNQa_lNsMdBFY-qzFbYIjWysrT9npv8R4mnsC3IpSq5eh9A0e9HH1-lhx2uL73acxSkGQVT_JKdxQPwNglHPjq2qd3yZhVJ0djb-T5-UVc-SmHqITuTTH2IVo42-ztCFPQH40yyfOmoeYWq6JVlp4WPRSvVgcWXAQi_h8x0GHhamaA77sw8TEeQIfpsBUAbb9qPUHtvm76uU-_7WI6jEonWC7_fV3Pujb0YylNfPbDujvZU1zuQARXrtVT-RdDxLI9f33iIibKWPA3zVRM5eOUCdR0JcT0zABOag0_CaBYgFzrrL71LABQX6BQYIJRABGAKgBi6AB53O0bkBqAfZtrECqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgHmMWxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAqgH6rGxAqgHmbWxAqgHvrexAqgH-MKxAtgHAPoHFWNvbS50aGVpY29uaWMuYW5kcm9pZMAIA9IIJwiAYRABGAAyAooCOgyAQIDAgICAoIiAAiBIvf3BOlj6_4mBhrWMA_IIH2JpZGRlci14YXBpOjM0MTI5Njp2bFdBWWtLX1lCd2uaCUBodHRwczovL3d3dy50aGVpY29uaWMuY28ubnovdGllLXNpZGUtYmlraW5pLWJvdHRvbXMtMjM2MjkzOS5odG1sgAoEkAsDyAsB4AsBgAwBogwCSAHaDBEKCxCgheih--eejLQBEgIBA6oNAk5ayA0B4BLm9e2m54qDmSjYEwvCFBMIoKWKgYa1jAMVko6sAh2qXBNm0BUB-BYBgBcBshcCGAG6FwI4AbIYBRguIgEB0BgB6BgB&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7r7dgIa1jAMV04SsAh0_sh_2EAEYASADEgITH_D_BwE&num=1&pr=8:E3B1DFDA6EB1585F&cid=CAQSVwCjtLzMZkhXV3NumR63EgGnnQAJ3hW1U_VigTbv7_XsIY0FeX0chaQn5siRG_qzQ3yxVavHmmv9pJK2VXvCBr-kNoDDgDJd0tqwZQ_n42Zaa51pSUSQQhgB&sig=AOD64_1-1sYOqNY4Rhu04T_AvJqZ6oigVw&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&nb=9&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/searchads/link/click%3Flid%3D58700008850302989%26ds_a_cid%3D389905633%26ds_a_caid%3D22245723996%26ds_a_agid%3D%26ds_a_fiid%3D%26ds_a_lid%3D%26ds_a_extid%3D%26%26ds_e_adid%3D%26ds_e_matchtype%3D%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dx%26ds_e_product_group_id%3D%26ds_e_product_id%3DAE897AA81JEO-9875612-adult%26ds_e_product_merchant_id%3D115380647%26ds_e_product_country%3DNZ%26ds_e_product_language%3Den%26ds_e_product_channel%3Donline%26ds_e_product_store_id%3D%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.theiconic.co.nz/tie-side-bikini-bottoms-2362939.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dnz_sem_nonbrand%26utm_content%3D%26utm_campaign%3DNZ_Designer_PMax_PG_Iconic_Google_New%26utm_term%3D%26gclsrc%3Daw.ds%26gad_source%3D5
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=CeY7sCOzqZ-6aKdOJssUPv-T-sA_ogfLgfevp0u7VE83f3-W6GRABILq-8BZgq5yyhYwpoAHlqNjiA8gBCakCo-_XsKjtpD6oAwHIA8sEqgTiAU_QkayEzzcI5F4hSNQa_lNsMdBFY-qzFbYIjWysrT9npv8R4mnsC3IpSq5eh9A0e9HH1-lhx2uL73acxSkGQVT_JKdxQPwNglHPjq2qd3yZhVJ0djb-T5-UVc-SmHqITuTTH2IVo42-ztCFPQH40yyfOmoeYWq6JVlp4WPRSvVgcWXAQi_h8x0GHhamaA77sw8TEeQIfpsBUAbb9qPUHtvm76uU-_7WI6jEonWC7_fV3Pujb0YylNfPbDujvZU1zuQARXrtVT-RdDxLI9f33iIibKWPA3zVRM5eOUCdR0JcT0zABOag0_CaBYgFzrrL71LABQX6BQYIJRABGAOgBi6AB53O0bkBqAfZtrECqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgHmMWxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAqgH6rGxAqgHmbWxAqgHvrexAqgH-MKxAtgHAPoHFWNvbS50aGVpY29uaWMuYW5kcm9pZMAIBNIIJwiAYRABGAAyAooCOgyAQIDAgICAoIiAAiBIvf3BOlj6_4mBhrWMA_IIH2JpZGRlci14YXBpOjM0MTI5Njp2bFdBWWtLX1lCd2uaCTpodHRwczovL3d3dy50aGVpY29uaWMuY28ubnovc3RyaW5nLWJpa2luaS10b3AtMjI3MTg0NC5odG1sgAoEkAsDyAsB4AsBgAwBogwCSAHaDBEKCxCgheih--eejLQBEgIBA6oNAk5ayA0B4BLrg6zx1OHN83bYEwvCFBMIoKWKgYa1jAMVko6sAh2qXBNm0BUB-BYBgBcBshcCGAG6FwI4AbIYBRguIgEB0BgB6BgB&ase=2&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7r7dgIa1jAMV04SsAh0_sh_2EAEYASAEEgI_ofD_BwE&num=1&pr=8:E3B1DFDA6EB1585F&cid=CAQSVwCjtLzMZkhXV3NumR63EgGnnQAJ3hW1U_VigTbv7_XsIY0FeX0chaQn5siRG_qzQ3yxVavHmmv9pJK2VXvCBr-kNoDDgDJd0tqwZQ_n42Zaa51pSUSQQhgB&sig=AOD64_0t779Q68FxF75SY8aQNCCYYDMEEA&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6579838053286784&nb=9&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/searchads/link/click%3Flid%3D58700008850302989%26ds_a_cid%3D389905633%26ds_a_caid%3D22245723996%26ds_a_agid%3D%26ds_a_fiid%3D%26ds_a_lid%3D%26ds_a_extid%3D%26%26ds_e_adid%3D%26ds_e_matchtype%3D%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dx%26ds_e_product_group_id%3D%26ds_e_product_id%3DCY808AA92IFZ-9418569-adult%26ds_e_product_merchant_id%3D115380647%26ds_e_product_country%3DNZ%26ds_e_product_language%3Den%26ds_e_product_channel%3Donline%26ds_e_product_store_id%3D%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttps://www.theiconic.co.nz/string-bikini-top-2271844.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dnz_sem_nonbrand%26utm_content%3D%26utm_campaign%3DNZ_Designer_PMax_PG_Iconic_Google_New%26utm_term%3D%26gclsrc%3Daw.ds%26gad_source%3D5
https://advertise.stuff.co.nz/

01/04/2025, 08:31 Guiding young Maori towards a career path and job satisfaction | The Post

Tanya Kaihe is Amorangi (leader) at Maori workforce development organisation Hapai Tahono.
SUPPLIED

The organisation also works with Auckland Maori business association Whariki which holds a directory of 3000 Maori-owned businesses across the region,
representing iwi and hapt from around the country. The matching of students to these businesses adds another dimension. Often, building a young person’s
sense of self can start with telling stories that highlight the innovation, skill and expertise of their tipuna (ancestors) and contemporary Maori heroes.

“We have to tell the stories about Hawaiki and how their ancestors got all the way here. Who built the boat? Did the person who built the boat also built the
sails? Who led the boat? How did they navigate?” says Kaihe.

The latest Te Ohanga Maori (Maori economy) report showed that Maori made up 14% of the total working-age population in 2023 with a 5% uptick in the
number of Maori under 15 years old, compared with zero growth for non-Maori.

“The increase in rangatahi Maori is vital in considering the future workforce of Aotearoa New Zealand, and for ensuring the current education and training
interventions are fit-for-purpose.” the report said, adding that addressing systemic bias in secondary and tertiary education would better support educational
outcomes.
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ADVERTISE WITH STUFF
Better advice and the offering of microcredentials — rather than encouraging them to take out student loans for courses that may not work — is the start of a
different kind of journey.
“Instead of saying, T'm in a dead-end job’, [rangatahi] can see how they add value and transfer that to other businesses,” Kaihe says.

“At the end, they need to have 15 transferable skills so even if they do have to go to the factory, we can say it’s not their forever job, it’s not all doom and
gloom.”

‘Survival entrepreneurship’ to business excellence

Maori business leader Mavis Mullins (Rangitane, Te Atihaunui-a-Paparangi, Ngati Ranginui) says a growing young Maori workforce puts the onus on the
community to better prepare future workers.

Business Hall of Fame inductee and wool sector leader Mavis Mullins says spreading the word about Maori business excellence can bring hope at a time when “it’s hard to be Maori”.

PIERS FULLER / WAIRARAPA TIMES-AGE

While agriculture, forestry, and fishing were the primary contributors by Maori to economic growth in 2018, Te Ohanga Maori report showed administrative,
support and professional services now lead the way, contributing more than $9 billion to the GDP in 2023.

“It’s an indicator that entrepreneurship and innovation sits in our space,” Mullins says.
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Mavis Mullins discusses Maori governance

VIDEO CREDIT: INSTITUTE OF DIRECTORS NZ
“What came out of that was a significant business that’s still rolling around, which is huge considering all these shifts in the primary sector.”

That multi-generational agricultural business success and land stewardship should be informing Government export strategy, she says, as Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon has sought to double exports over the next decade.

“Why aren’t Maori more included?” Mullins asks.
The celebrated business leader says it’s a bit difficult to be Maori at the moment, with some negativity towards the community politically and in the media.
But “there is so much for us to be proud of at a time when we're being challenged on what we do and who we are”, she says.

“One thing we do really well is support each other as people, as whanau, as iwi and hapt, and as business leaders,” Mullins says. “The big thing is remembering
we are intergenerational so we have time to achieve our goals. We're not in a rush or bound by an annual plan.”
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How workforce diversity can be your superpower
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The whirlwind rise of Canterbury run machine into How writing helped me undérstand my father and

the Black Caps identity
After his mind-boggling Plunket Shield runscoring feats, Rhys Mariu never expected a OPINION: As a creative, now it is more urgent than ever that we make work that speaks
white ball callup. Now he’s in Hamilton within reach of an ODI debut. to the world in which we are living.
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Sir Ashley Bloomfield: Taking the first step Wellington families pay more for childcare than
towards a long-term health plan rest of NZ — at $159/week

OPINION: The proposal for a 10-year health system plan is neither new nor particularly By comparison, Cantabrians spend just $121 on early childhood education, data shows.
radical.
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Vic Uni sees rise in domestic and international
Who’s in, out and undecided enrolments

The likely candidates have begun responding to Finance Minister Nicola Willis” call for a

An increase in student numbers has brought a “buzz” back to campus life at Te Herenga
third national supermarket group to step forward.

Waka — Victoria University of Wellington.
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