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Yitzchak’s Moment To Shine

My Rebbi, R’ Avraham Mirsky, shared a beautiful thought on the Parshah. Chazal teach us that each of the Avot had to
overcome specific tests that challenged their personal characteristic. We know that Avraham personified chesed and love,
and his biggest test was akedat Yitzchak, an act of cruelty. Yaakov personified emet, truth, and he was tested to go against
his nature by having to steal the berachot as well as deal with Lavan. The question becomes, what about Yitzchak Avinu?
What was his challenge of breaking his nature?

R’ Eliyahu Dessler offers an insight, that both answers this question and helps explain the whole story of Yitzchak wanting to
give Esav the blessings in the first place. Yitzchak had a unique power, that we find he used a number of times. Initially, he
was unable to have children because Rivkah was barren, but after Yitzchak prayed, Hashem changed her nature and they
had children. We also find Yitzchak working lands for crop, lands that were barren and having an unfruitful year, yet seeing
incredible success (D" ww nxn) and reaping a bountiful harvest. When there was an issue with the wells, too, Yitzchak found
success in a tricky situation. Yitzchak had a special strength, that he was able to flip things over and change a dark situation
into one of light. In fact, when referring to Yitzchak’s prayer, the Torah uses the word 1ny'l, the root of which (Wny) means
“pitchfork,” signifying that he was able to flip the situation with a metaphoric “pitchfork.”

Yitzchak knew of his own strength, and realized that he can use it for the greatest purpose yet — on Esav. He knew, for the
most part, who Yaakov and Esav really were, and reasoned that he can achieve the “impossible” and flip Esav, too. The
way he saw it, if he would give Esav the blessings, Yaakov and Esav would share a relationship similar to Yissachar and
Zevulun, in which Yaakov would pursue spiritual endeavors while being supported financially by Esav. He could have just
given the blessings to Yaakov to spare the need of a partnership, but that would lose him the opportunity of changing Esav
through the berachot. This is hinted to in the parshah, where it says “Yitzchak smelled the scent of his clothes, and blessed
him.” The word for ‘clothes’ is I'T2a (begadav), which our Sages also read as bog’dav, which means “his rebelliousness.”
Yitzchak specifically wanted to bless Esav because of his rebelliousness, so he could change him, too.

In fact, the Sfat Emet has a similar explanation behind the incident of Esav asking his father questions such as “does one
tithe salt?” to impress his father. Esav was conveying a deeper message. There are 4 levels of existing creations — ,nniT
12T ‘N ,NniIX [inanimate, growing vegetation, living creatures, and humans (with speaking-abilities)]. Esav knew who he
was, and was classifying himself in the lowest level, that of the inanimate. In essence, explains the Sfat Emet, Esav was
asking if it was possible to elevate (“tithe”) something on the lowest level (“salt,” referring to the inanimate). You, Yitzchak,
are the “flipper,” Esav was conveying, so give me the berachot!

In the end, though, Hashem had a different plan. Rivkah heard the prophecy that there would always be strife between Yaakov
and Esav, and knew that the idea of Yitzchak’s “ideal partnership” would never work. And so, when Yitzchak came to the
trembling realization that he had really given the blessings to Yaakov instead of Esav, that was when he had faced his moment of
truth. And that was when he had passed it, too. His desire to bless Esav, stemming from his characteristic of turning things around,
was put aside after having blessed Yaakov. He could have stuck with his cheshbon and have declared that Yaakov’s blessing was
stolen and meaningless, and have blessed Esav there and then. Instead, he overcame his nature, as did his father and as would his
son, and declared on Yaakov "n'n' 7102 01" — he should retain the blessings, thereby nullifying his will before that of Boreh Olam.
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